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B  O  O  K    V. 

CHAP.     I. 

Account  of  Peter  III.- — Appointed  great-duke  by  Elizabeth.— 
Efpoufes  the  princefs  of  Anhalt  Zerbft. — Difcontented. — Refidcs 
at  Oranienbaum. — Conftrufts  a  fortfefs. — Difciplines  the  garri- 

.;  fon.— Intrigues  to  exclude  him  from  the  fr.cceflion. — Defeated. — 
,  Death  of  Elizabeth. — Acceflion  of  Peter.— Hi.s  rage  for  reforma- 
tion.— Irritates  the  clergy,  army,  and  nobles.— EnthuHaftic  admi- 
ration of  the  king  of  PrufTia— Inconfiftent  behaviour  to  his  con- 
fort  Catharine. — Her  great  abilities,  pi-udent  conduct,  and  popu- 
larity.— In  danger  of  being  arrefted.-^Heads  a  party- — Meetings 
of  the  infurgents. — Infatuation  of  Peter. — Catharine  efcapes 
from  Peterhof. — Harangues  the  guards. — Afcends  the  throne.— 
Her  manifefto. — Advances  againft  the  emperor. — His  arrival  at 
Peterhof. — Defpondency  and  irrefolution — Sails  to  Cronftadt.— ■ 
Is  refufed  admittance.— Retires  to  Oranienbatim. — Refigns  him- 
felf  into  the  hands  of  the  emprefs. — Signs  bis  abdication,  is  con- 
veyed a  prifoner  to  Robfcha,  and  dies. — His  body  laid  in  ftate  and 
interred.— Lenity  of  the  emprefs  to  his  adherents. 

'  I  ^HE  revolution  of  1741   placed   Elizabeth, 
■^     daughter  of  Peter  the  Great,  on  the  tlirone 
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of  Ruffia.  In  the  following  year  the  emprefs 
notninated  Charles  Peter  Ulric,  fon  of  Charles 
Frcderic  duke  of  Holftein  Gottorp,  hy  Anne,  her 
iifter,  fucceflbr  to  the  crown.  Havins:. embraced 
the  Greek  religion,  he  was  appointed  great-duke 
of  Ruffia,  with  the  accuftomed  formalities,  and 
affamed  the  name  of  Peter  Feodorovitch.  In 
1743  he  efpoufed  Sophia  Augufta,  daughter  of 
Chriftian  Auguftus,  prince  of  Anhalt  Zerbft, 
who,  being  re-baptized  according  to  the  rites 
of  the  Greek  church,  was  -  called  Catharine 
Alexiefna.  She  was  born*  in  1729,  and  was 
fixteen  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  marri- 
age. Their  only  iffuewere  the  great-duke  Paul, 
born  1754;  and  Anne,  who  was  born  in  1757, 
and  died  in  1761. 

During  the  firft  years  of  their  mamage  the 
moftperfe6l  union  fubfifted  between  them,  which 
was  at  length  fucceeded  hy  mutual  averfion  and 
difguft.  Peter,  whofe  mind  was  warped  by  a 
bad  education,  and  who  was  purpofely  eftranged 
from  political  affairs,   was  held  by  Elizabeth  in 

*  Catharine  was  bom  at  Stettin,  where  her  father,  who  was  in  the 
Prufllan  fervice,  relided  as  governor,  and  was  educated  with  great 
attention  under  the  care  of  her  mother,  who  was  daughter  of  Chrif- 
tian  Auguftus,  prince  bifliop  of  Lubcck.  A  lady  who  i.new  her 
before  her  marriage,  defcribed  her  to  me  as  extremely  beautiful, 
accomplimed,  and  amiable,  and  added,  that  {he  expreffed  great  re- 
pugnance to  go  into  Ruffia ;  (he  even  burft  into  tears,  and  declared 
that  (he  would  rather  marry  a  count  in  Germany  than  the  great- 
Juke. 

a  ftate 
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a  ftate  of  dependence :  a  prey  to  idlenefs,  and 
.without  the  power  of  amufing  himfelf  with  ra^ 
tional  occupations  of  literature,  he  devoted  him- 
felf to  the  moft  trifling  puifuits,  or  to  the  loweft 
gratifications.  He  was  perpetually  befet  with 
fpies,  who  made  unfavourable  reports  of  hiscon- 
du<5l  to  the  emprefs,  ever  fufpicious  of  his  in- 
tentions, and  conllantly  alarmed  with  the  dreivd 
of  a  revolution  fimilar  to  that  which  had  placed 
her  upon  the  throne  *  .  At  Petcrlburgh  he 
had  apartments  in  the  imperial  palace,  and 
lived  more  in  the  ftyle  of  a  Itatc  prifoner, 
than  of  a  fuccelTor  to  the  crown.  M'hen  the 
emprefs  removed  to  Peterhof^  he  refidcd  at  his 
favourite  palace  of  Oranienbaum;  v.here  he 
amufed  himfelf  in  training  his  fervants  to  mi- 
litary exercifes.  The  emprefs,  confulcring  this 
employment  as  likely  to  draw  his  attention 
from  political  intrigues,  ordered  a  corps  of  fol- 
diers  to  be  draughted  from  fevcral  regiments, 

•  The  horrors  of  mind  which  Elizabeth  fufFered  from  appre- 
henfions  of  this  kind  nre  fcarcely  to  be  credited.  Had  I  not  re- 
ceived the  following  anecdote  from  the  bell  authority  I  fliould  not 
infert  it.  Befides  conftant  watches  and  guards  about  her  apart- 
ment, a  perfon,  who  was  originally  a  taylor,  and  in  whom  (he  re- 
poled  the  moft  perfeft  confidence,  ulually  remained  at  the  foot 
of  her  bed  while  (he  was  afleep.  He  occupied  this  extraordinary 
poft  two-and-twenty  years,  and  at  her  death  was  gratified  with  a 
penHon. 

*  C  and 
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and  to  be   quartered  at  Oranienbaum  under  his 
command. 

Peter,  ardent  in  purfuit  of  his  new  occupa- 
tion, formed  in  the  garden  a  fortrefs  in  minia- 
ture, a  few  feet  fquare,  from  which  he  ftudied 
praftical  fortification.  Pleafed  with  this  firft 
effay,  he  caufed  a  larger  and  more  regular  for- 
trefs to  be  conftrufted  near  the  palace :  -vvithin 
was  a  brick  building,  called  the  governor's 
houfe,  wooden  habitations  for  the  principal  of- 
ficers, and  barracks  capable  of  containing  1500 
foldiers.  Every  thing  wore  a  m.artial  appear- 
ance *  :  the  hours  of  morning  and  evening  pa- 
rade vvere  marked  by  the  firing  of  cannon,  a  re- 
gular guard  was  ftationed,  the  troo.ps  were  dref- 
fed  in  the  German  uniform,   and  taught,  under 

*  It  is  fingular  to  obferve  the  conformity  in  tlieniannerj,  %urc, 
and  purfuits  of  the  emperor  Peter  and  his  Ion  Paul.  The  lively 
portrait  which  Rulhiere  drew  of  Peter,  equally  refembled  Paul. 
*•  Una  forte  de  manie  miiitaire  fe  reparuiait  fur  toijte  ia  vie;  la 
figure  nature'ilement  ridicule,  le  devenait  beaucoup  plus  fous  un 
habillement  ca -l  avait  outre  la  maniere  pruflienne.  Les  gueti"es 
qu'll  portait  toujours  etoient  fi  fvrees  qu'clles  lui  otaient  le  mcuve- 
nieat  des  genoux,  et  robligeaient  i  s'afeoir  et  a  marcher  tout 
d'ane  piece.  Un  vafte  cbapeau  bizarrerrent  retroufle,  ccuvrsnt  un 
petit  vifage  laid  et  malin,  dune  phj'fibgnomie  affez  vive;  il  fe  plai- 
fait  a  fe  defigurer  encore  par  de  perpetueUss  grimaces,  dont  il  s'etait 
fait  un  amuieme.1t.  Sen  efprit  n'etait  cependant  fans  quelque  vi- 
vacite,  et  (rn  rtccnnaifaiten  lui  un  talent  aflez  marque  pour  la  bouf- 
fonneric."  Rulhiere  Anecdotes  fur  la  Revolution  de  Ruifie, 
p.  18,  19. 

bis 
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his  tliiedion,  tlie  Pruflian  excrcifc.  This  houfe 
in  the  fortrefs  was  the  principal  fcene  of  his  con- 
vivial entertainments;  there,  ^hen  not  employed 
in  cxercifing  liis  troops,  or  iilliing  military  or- 
ders, he  palled  his  time  in  drinking  and  imoking 
Avith  the  officers,  and  generally  puilicd  the 
pleafares  of  the  table  to  an  cxccfs  of  intoxica- 
tion. 

Impatient  of  conftraint,  he  occafionally  broke 
into  open  and  bitter  invcclives  againft  the  em- 
prcfs ;  he  often  declared  that  he  was  called  into 
Ruffia  to  be  confined  like  a  §ate  prifoncr,  fre- 
quently expreffed  a  defire  to  return  into  Hol- 
ftein,  and  founded  his  only  hopes  of  comfort  on 
the  death  of  Elizabeth.  Thefe  expreiTions,  al- 
ways carried  to  the  emprefs,  and  either  wantonly 
exaggerated,  or  malignantly  interpreted,  made 
fuch  an  impreffion  on  that  princefs,  that  ihe  was 
nearly  induced,  by  the  chancellor  Beftuchef,  to 
exclude  him  from  the  fucceflion,  and  declare 
Paul  her  heir,  and  Catharine  regent,  in  cafe  of  a 
minority.  Beftuchef  reprefented  to  the  emprefs, 
that  Peter  had  proved  himfelf  unN\'ort]]y  of  the 
crown,  by  openly  expreihng  contempt  for  the 
Ruffians,  and  placing  his  whole  confidence  in 
foreigners-;  that  he  v,as  guilty  of  the  bafeit  in- 
gratitude to  her,  and  that  llie  v/ould  confer  a 
fignal  fcrvice  on  her  fubjecls,  by  excluding  a 
perfon  fo   difqudified  for  direcling  tlie  reins  of 

B  .'}       .  eir.ijirc. 
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empire.  Elizabeth,  won  by  thefe  arguments, 
and  alarmed  with  the  apprehenfions  of  a  confpi- 
racy  faid  to  be  forming  againft  her  perfon,  al- 
moft  confented  to  the  propofal;  but,  on  delibe- 
rate reflection,  perfevered  in  her  former  appoint- 
ment of  Peter,  and  Beftuchef  *  was  difgraced. 

Such 

•  Of  all  the  principal  nobles  difgraced  by  Elizabeth,  Beftuchef 
alone  was  not  recalled  to  court  by  Peter;  a  ftrong  proof  of  his  in- 
trigues againft  that  prince,  who,  with  all  his  weaknefs,  was  of  a 
temper  exceedingly  humane  and  forgiving.  He  was  recalled  at  the 
acceffion  of  Catharine. 

It  appears  from  fome  of  Mr.  Ke'th's  difpatches  to  Lord  Holder- 
nefle,  that  Beftuchef  was  difgraced  by  the  intrigues  of  the  French 
party,  and  tliat  he  was  fufpefted  of  caballing  in  favour  of  the 
great-duchefs.  Two  extrafls  from  thefe  difpatches  will  ferve  to 
ftew  her  melancholy  fituation,  and  the  prevalence  of  thefe  fufpi- 
cions. 

"  The  poor  grand-duchefs  is  ftill  in  diftrefs ;  but  it  is  thought  a 
reconciliation,  an  apparent  one  at  leaft,  will  foon  be  brought  about 
between  ilieemprefs  and  her;  and  as  u  forerunner  of  it,  count  Peter 
Schuwallow  affured  her  the  other  day,  from  her  Majcfty,  that  no- 
thing fevere  fhould  happen  to  any  of  the  prifoners.  I  believe  this 
is  true,  as  I  know,  by  another  channel,  that  the  emprefs  does  not 
intend  to  confifcate  the  chancellor's  eftate,  and  it  is  even  faid, 
that  her  majefty  is  uneafy  about  what  has  already  happened  to 
him,  as  nothing  of  confequence  has  yet  appeared  againft  him. 

"  Count  Pouiatowflci  is  involved  in  the  late  intrigues,  and  it  is 
thought  he  will  not  remain  long  at  this  court. 

"  Peterftjurgh,  March  19/30,  1758.    Private  and  Secret;'* 

*'  As  to  the  great-duchefs,  ftie  has  been  all  along  in  great  diftre/s: 
ill  with  the  emprefs,  and  ftill  worfe  with  the  grand-duke,  ftie  re- 
ceived the  other  day  a  vei7  fenfible  mortification  j  one  of  her  fa- 
vourite bed-chamber  women  having  been  taken  from  her,  and  put 
7  under 
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Such  was  the  fituation  of  the  court,  when  Eliza- 
beth died  on  the  25th  of  December  1761. 

Peter  aiiumed  the  reigns  of  government,  with 
all  the  joy  of  a  pcrfon  enlarged  from  a  long  con- 
fmement ;  he  releafed  the  principal  Hate  prifon- 
ers,  particularly  Biron,  duke  of  Courland,  mar- 
under  arreft.    This,  as  I  hear,  occufioned  an  interview  between  the 
«inprefs  and  the  duchefs  about  four  days  ago,  in  which,  after  fome 
(harp  reproofs  on  one  fide,  and  warm  expoltulations  on  the  other, 
her  Imperial  highnefs  fell  at  the  emprefs's  feet,  and  told  her  that 
iince  fhe  had  been  fb  unfortunate  as  to  incur  her  majefty's  difplea- 
fure,  though  innocently,  and   had  thereby  drawn  upon  herfelf  fo 
niany,  and  fuch  fenfible  mortifications,  as,  joined  to  family  quarrels, 
made  her  life  a  burthen  to  her,  (he  had  but  one  favour  to  afk  her, 
namely,  that  her  majefty  would  allow  her  to  retire  out  of  Ruflia, 
and  to  pafs  the  reft  of  her  time  with  her  mother,  afluving  the  em- 
prefs,  at  the  fame  time,  that  if  her  majefty  fliould  think  it  for  the 
intereft  of  her  empire,  that  the  great-duke  Ihould  take  another 
wife,  neither  fhe  nor  any  of  lier  family  would  make  the  fraalleft  ob- 
jeftion  to  it.     The  emprefs,  they  fay,  was  greatly  aftcfted  with  this 
difcourfe,  and  talked  with  much  more  foftnefs  than  before  to  the 
grand-duchefs,  entering  into  feyeral  particulars  with  a  greater  air  of 
kindnefs  than  fhe  had  done  for  a  long  while  paft :  and  when  in  the 
converfation  her  Imperial  highnefs  was  beginning  to  touch  upoij. 
fome  things  relating  to  the  grand-duke's  unkindnefs,  (who  was 
prefent  all  the  while)  the  emprefs  made  her  a  fign  to  hold  her 
tongue,  and  inalow  voice  told  her,  that  fhs-  muft  have  another  con- 
verfation with  her  alone,  and  that  it  fhould  be  ver)'foon.     It  was 
thought  Wednefday  laft  was  the  day  appointed  for  it,  as  her  ma- 
jefty, whofe  heart  is  at  bottom  both  good  and  tender,  was  to  take 
the  facrament  the  next  day.     It  is  hoped  a  reconciliation  may  have 
been  the  confequenceof  that  meeting}  and  certainly  the  generality 
of  people  wifti  it  very  fmcerely,  the  great-duchefe   baying  many 
friends  amongft  thofe  of  the  firft  rank. 

"  St.  Peterlburgh,  April  7/zg,  1758.    Secret." 

B  4  ilia) 
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flial  Munich  * ,  and  Leftof  t ,  and  in  all  ftate 
affairs  conduced  himfelf  on  political  princi- 
ples diametrically  oppofite  to  thofe  of  the  late 
emprefs. 

Elizabeth,  at  the  time  of  her  deceafe,  was,  in 
conjunction  with  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Paris, 
engaged  in  a  war  with  the  king  of  PrufTia,  which 
promifed  a  fpeedy  and  glorious  termination. 
The  refources  of  Frederick  were  nearly  exhauft- 
ed ;  and,  notwithftanding  his  vigorous  and  fuc- 
cefsful  oppofition,  he  feemed  on  the  point  of  be- 
ing overwhelmed  by  the  number  and  perfever- 
ance  of  his  enemies.  But  Peter  no  fooner  af- 
cended  the  throne,  than,  facrificing  every  other 
confideration  to  his  extravagant  enthufiafm  for 
the  cli^racler  of  the  Prulfian  monarch,  he  dif- 
patched  an  envoy  to  Berlin,  to  propofe  an  im-- 
mediate  reconciliation,  to  which  Frederick  ac- 
ceded, and  a  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  was  foon 
concluded.  Peter  recalled  his  troops  from  the 
Auftrian  army,  and  in  a  Hiort  interval  fent  a  re- 
inforcement of  20,000  men  to  his  favourite  hero. 
Thus,  within  the  fpace  only  of  a  few  months, 

*  For  an  account  of  Biron,  fee  book  v.  c.  ix.  and  Of  marftia! 
Munich  the  next  chapter. 

f  Leftof  was  a  furgeon;  by  birth  a  German  :  he  was  a  partifan 
of  Elizabeth,  and  aflifted  her  in  planning  the  revolution  of  1742. 
But  that  ungmteful  princefs  forgot  this  favour;  and,  becaufe  Lef- 
tof became  haughty  and  impertinent,  banifhed  and  detainedhim  in 
prifon  until  Ihe  died. 

Ruflian 
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RufTian  forces  joined  the  Pmfllan  army,  in  order 
to  drive  from  Silefia  thofe  very  Aui'trians  who 
had  been  brought  into  that  province  by  the 
Iluflian  anns. 

Having  gratified  his  inclination  without  con- 
fultinghis  allies,  or  the  honour  of  his  empire,  he 
aimed  at  recovering  his  paternal  inheritance,  the 
duchy  of  Slefvick ;  and  did  not  hefitate  to  in- 
volve his  fubjeds  in  an  expenfive  war  v/ith  Den- 
mark, on  account  of  claims  confidered  by  many 
as  ill-founded  and  chimerical.  Peter,  as  duke 
of  Ilolftein,  formed  pretenfions  to  that  duchy, 
although  ceded  by  a  treaty  in  1732:  and  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  peace  with  the  king  of  Pruifia, 
ordered  an  army  to  march  into  I  lolltein,  which 
liepurpofcd  to  command  in  perfon. 

With  rcfpeft  to  the  interior  admin iOration  of 
affairs,  the  emperor  turned  his  attention  to  re- 
form his  kingdom  ;  and  envy  muft  allow,  that, 
notwithftanding  his  precipitancy  and  impru- 
dence, Ptuffia  dates  feveral  ufei'ul  alterations  from 
liis  lliort  reign.  Peter  annulled  the  fecret  coun- 
cil or  inquifition  *  of  flate;  abolilhed  many  op- 

prefliA-e 

*  This  fi:itc  inquifition  was  invented  by  Alex^y  MichaeU 
ovitcli:  it  coafilted  of  a  iecret  committee  ot"  confitlfutial  pcrfoas, 
appointed  to  judge  criminals  fuCpefted  of  high  trealbn.  Pcrfons 
of  all  ranks  and  fexes  were  liable  to  be  arrelled  upon  the  fiightcfl 
fufpicions,  and  tortured  in  the  moll  dreadful  nunner.    There  was 

a  catch- 
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preffive  prerogatives,  formed  a  plan  for  correct- 
ing the  abufes  in  the  courts  of  judicature,  and 
for  introducing  a  lefs  corrupt  fyftem  of  jurifpru- 
dence.  lie  freed  the  nobles  from  their  obliga- 
tion of  ferving  in  the  army,  and  permitted  them 
to  travel  into  foreign  countries,  which  before  de- 
pended on  the  arbitrary  will  of  the  fovereign. 

During  the  firft  fix  weeks  of  his  reign,  Peter 
propofed  fo  many  beneficial  regulations,  and 
made  fo  many  judicious  refle(5tions,  that  thofe 
who  had  formed  a  mean  idea  of  his  capacity, 
conceived  themfelves  miftaken;  and  imagined, 
that,  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  he  had,  from 
motives  of  policy,  aflfe6led  a  deficiency  of  under- 
ftanding.  His  fubfequent  condu6l,  however, 
fully  proved,  that  he  was  ftill  the  fame  weak  and 
imprudent  prince;  that  he  could  only  adopt  the 
fchemes  fuggcfted  by  others,  but  did  not  poflefs 
abilities  fulhcient  to  carry  them  into  execution; 
that  he  had  all  the  rage  of  reformation,  without 
the  judgment  neceffary  to  a  reforaier.  Thefe  fa-^ 
lutary  regulations  were  accompanied  with  others 
that  were  trifling,  fome  that  were  detrimental, 
and  feveral,  which,  although  in  themfelves  ufe- 
ful,  yet  being  contrary  to  the  cufloms  and  genius 

-«  catch-word — Slovo  i  delo,  "  Words  and  deeds;"  which,  if  any 
one  only  pronounced  againft  another,  was  fufficient  caule  for  his 
Ijting  immediately  apprehended,  and  fent  to  die  fecrct  comiiiittee. 

of 
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of  his  people,  were  imprudently  propofed  in  the 
commencement  of  his  reign. 

He  irritated  the  clergy  by  fecularizing  the 
eflates  of  the  monafteries,  and  ailigning  penfions 
far  inferior  in  value  to  incomes  of  the  ecclcii- 
allies  before  this  alteration;  by  forbidding  the 
admilTion  of  novices  into  convents  before  the 
age  of  thirty,  and  by  ordering  many  painted 
images  of  faints  to  be  removed  from  the  churches. 
He  baniHial  the  archbifliop  of  Novogorod,  for 
refufmg  to  confent  to  thefe  ordinances ;  but 
finding  this  aft  of  arbitrary  power  attended  with 
general  difcontent,  he  was  obliged  to  recall 
him.  Being  himfelf  educated  in  the  Lutheran 
church,  he  had  embraced  the  Greek  religion, 
with  a  view  of  fucceeding  to  the  throne ;  but  he 
was  no  fooner  in  poffeffion,  than  he  imprudently 
ilifplaycd  his  contempt  of  many  rites  and  cere- 
monies, regarded  by  his  fubjefts  with  profound 
reverence.  He  built  a  Lutheran  chapel  in  the 
fortrefs  of  Oranicnbaum,  was  prefent  at  the  de- 
*lication,  and  diftributcd  with  his  own  hand 
books  of  hymns  to  the  German  foldiers.  This 
circumftance  might  have  palled  unnoticed,  had 
he  not  been  abfent  at  the  confecration  of  a  Ruf- 
fian church  in  the  fame  place. 

He  offended  the  army  by  his  preference  of  the 
HoHlein  troops,  by  introducing  the  PrulTiandif- 
<?jplinc,  and  appointing  new  uniforms  to  feveral 

regiments. 
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regiments.  He  particularly  gave  umbrage  to 
the  guards,  accuftomerl  to  refide  in  the  capital, 
by  ordering  two  regiments  to  march  into  Po- 
meranja,  where  the  army  agaiaft  Denmark  was 
alTembled. 

He  affronted  the  nobihty  by  appointing  his 
uncle  prince  George  of  Holftein  generaliilimo  of 
the  forces,  and  by  the  fuperior  confidence  which 
he  placed  in  foreigners.  He  inflamed  the  gene- 
ral odium  by  the  public  contempt  he  expreifed 
for  the  Ruffian  nation,  for  their  religion  and 
manners.  He  raifed  great  difcontents,  as  well  by 
engaging  in  the  v/ar  with  Denmark,  a  war  which 
feem-ed  totally  unconnecled  with  the  interefts 
of  the  empire;  as  by  his  boundlefs  admiration 
of  the  great  Frederick,  with  whom  Ruffia  had 
been  fo  lately  and  fo  long  in  a  ftate  of  hoftility. 
During  the  life  of  Elizabeth,  he  expreifed  his 
concern  to  one  of  the  foreign  miniftcrs,  that  the 
emprefs  had  invited  him  to  Ruilia:  "  If,"  added 
he,  "  I  had  remained  duke  of  Holftein,  I  Hiould 
now  have  commanded  a  regiment  in  the  Pruf- 
fian  fervice,  and  have  the  honour  of  ferving 
pcrfonallv  fo  great  a  monarch ;  an  honour  which 
I  cftecro  fax  fuperior  to  that  of  being  great- 
duke."  After  his  acceffion,  he  ufed  publicly 
to  call  him  majicr.  Talking  with  one  of  his 
favourites  upon  this  topic,  he  faid,  "  You  know 
I  have  been  a  faithful  fcrvant  to  my  iiiajier; 

for 
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for  you  remember   that  1   tranfmitted   to   him 
inteHigence  of  all  the  fecrets  of  the  cabnict." 
And  as  the  perfon,  to  whom  this  difcourfc  was 
addrefied,   hclitated  making   a  reply  ;    "  What 
.are    you    afraid    of?"   returned    the     emperor, 
"  the  old  woman  is  not  now  alive,    and  can- 
not fend  you  mto  SH^eria."     He  generalU^  wore  a 
PruiTian  uniform;  cxprefled  the  utmoil  fatisfac- 
tion  at  the  formality  of  being  appointed  an  of- 
ficer in  the  king's  Service;  and  when  he  fent  his 
minifter  to  Berlin  to  negotiate  a  mutual  alliance, 
gave  him  fecret  inftru6lions  to  be  carefid  that  no 
perfon   Ihould  be  promoted  above  h.im  in  the 
Prufiian  army.     On  receiving-  the  patent  which 
conferred  upon  him  the  rank  of  lieutenant-gene- 
ral in  that  fervice,  he  dreifed  himfeU"  in  his  new 
uniform,    ordered   a  general    dilcharge    of  the 
cannon  in  the  fortrefs  of  Oranienbaum,  gave  a 
magnificent  entertainment  in  honour  of  his  pro- 
motion, and  drank  his  mafttfs  health  until  he 
became  quite  intoxicated  *  . 

During  his  fli ort  reign  he  maintained  a  con- 
ftant  correfpondence  with  the  king  of  Prullia, 

*  Lord  Buckinghamfl-.ire,  in  a  private  letter  to  lord  Il.irdwicJce, 
thus  accounts  for  the  p  edileftion  of  Peter  in  favour  of  the  king  of 
PruiTia  :  '«  Peter  III.  was,  in  his  youth,  at  the  couit  of  PrufTia,  and 
being  greatly  (iruck  with  the  military  dil'cipline,  the  impreiilon  it 
made  on  him  w.as  fo  ftrong,  that  he  thought' any  deviation  from  it 
inexcufable,  and  a  little  before  his  misfortunes,  he  remonftrated  in' 
a  letter  to  his  majefty,  againlt  fome  alterations  he  had  lately  made  in 
the  uniform." 

and 
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and  always  received  from  him  the  moft  falutaiy 
advice.  That  able  monarch  earneftly  diffuaded 
him  from  the  Da^iih  war;  but  finding  him 
obftinately  determined,  advifed  him  to  be  firft 
crowned  at  Mofcow  with  the  ufual  folemnities, 
and,  when  he  marched  to  Holftein,  to  carry  in 
his  train  all  the  foreign  minifters,  and  fuch  of  the 
Kuffian  nobles  as  were  fufpe61ed  of  difaffe^lion. 
Frederick  alfo  cautioned  him  againft  alienating 
the  lands  of  themonafteries,  and  interfering  with 
the  drefs  of  the  clergy,  and  particularly  recom- 
mended a  due  attention  to  liis  confort.  Indeed, 
the  king,  whofe  penetration  is  equal  to  his  va- 
lour, forefaw  the  confequences  which  were  likely 
to  refult  from  the  emperor's  imprudent  conduct, 
and  ordered  his  embaffador  at  Peterlburgh  to 
fliow  every  mark  of  refpe6l  to  the  emprefs. 

Had  the  advice  of  the  king  of  Pruffia  been 
adopted,  Peter  might  have  avoided  his  unhappy 
deftiny;  but  it  was  the  character  of  that  mif- 
guided  prince  to  puifue  with  unremitted  obfu- 
nacy  what  he  had  once  refolved.  Though  his 
plans  of  reformation  were,  in  many  refpeds* 
highly  falutary;  yet  the  precipitancy  with  which 
he  endeavoured  to  carry  them  into  execution, 
^nd  his  impoHtic  defiance  of  popular  prejudices, 
dcftroyed  the  aileclion  of  his  fubjccls,  fomented 
the  intrigues  of  the  oppofite  party,  and  termi- 
nated in  his  dethronement. 

In 
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In  no  light  did  the  inconfiftency  of  his  cha- 
rafter  manifell  itfelf  more  flrongly,  than  in  his 
behaviour  to  his  confort.  During  the  reign  of 
Ehzaheth,  Catharine  employed  her  hours  of  lei- 
fure  in  a  courfe  of  alliduous  ftudy,  and  particu- 
larly applied  herfelf  to  tholfe  authors  who  were 
iBoll  eminent  for  political  knowledge:  born  with 
fuperior  abilities,  ilie  improved  them  by  a  con- 
ftant  iiabit  of  refledion,  and  paid  an  unremitting 
attention  to  the  cultivation  of  her  miud.  Her 
mild  and  infmuating  manners,  her  engaging  ad- 
drefs,  the  graces  of  her  perfon,  her  unwearied 
afliduities,  and  a  perpetual  fund  of  interefting 
converfation,  conciliated  the  favour  of  the  fuf- 
picious  Ehzaheth,  -who  treated  her  with  com- 
placency and  affection.  Even  her  hufband, 
though  his  general  behaviour  to  her  was  con-r 
temptuous  and  unmannerly,  occafionally  tefti-r 
fied  great  refpe6t  for  her  fuperior  abilities,  and 
ufually  demanded  her  advice  in  every  impor- 
tant emergency.  Whenever  any  mifunderftand- 
ing  arofe  between  him  and  Elizabeth,  Catha- 
rine was  employed  as  mediatrix:  and  Peter  not 
unfrequcntly  owed  a  favourable  reception  at 
court  to  her  influence.  After  his  acceflion, 
though  he  gave  public  marks  of  deep-rooted 
averfion  ;  yet  he  would  often  behave  to  her  with 
deference.  By  an  unaccountable  a6t  of  impru- 
dence, he,  in  a  fail  court,  inveftcd  her  with  the 

exterior 
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exterior  decorations  of  fovereignty ;  while,  in 
the  character  of  colonel,  he  prefented  to  her  the 
officers  of  his  regiment.  At  the  Blcffmg  of  the 
waters,  when  the  Ruffian  monarch  appears  in  all 
tlie  pomp  of  majefiy,  the  ceremony-  was  left  to 
the  emprefs,  and  he  mounted  guard  as  colonel, 
and  faluted  her  with  his  pike.  Under  all  thefe 
circumftances,  the  dignity  of  her  deportment  wds 
fo  ftriking,  that  it  was  impoffible  not  to  cohtfa:ft 
her  behaviour  with  the  trifling  levity  of  her 
hulhand's  conduct ;  and  to  give  the  preference' 
where  it  was  fo  evidently  due.  Thus  this  infa- 
tuated prince,  at  the  very  time  he  was  fully  de- ' 
termined  to  divorce  and  imprifon  his  wife,  im-' 
prudently  difplayed  to  his  fubje61s  her  capacity 
for  empire ;  and,  while  he  proclaimed  her  forfei- 
ture of  his  own  efteem,  adopted  every  method  to 
fecurc  to  her  that  of  the  whole  nation.  ]\f  can- 
while  the  breach  was  continually  widened:  he 
occafionally  behaved  to  her  with  the  moft  brutal 
contumely;  and  once,  in  particular,  at  an  enter- 
tainment he  gave  in  honour  of  the  king  of 
Prullia,  he  publicly  affronted  her  to  fuch  a  de- 
gree, that  flie  burft  into  tears,  and  retired  from 
table.  Thus  his  infults,  no  Icfs  than  his  defer- 
ence, equally  attracted  odium  to  himfclf,  and 
popularity  to  Catharine. 

It  is  alfo  a  wcll-knov.-n  facl,  that  he  more  than 
once  avowed  an  intention  of  arrefting  both  her 

an  4 
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and  the  great-duke,  whom  he  propofed  to  ex-- 
cUide  from  the  fLicceffion,  and  of  marrying  EU- 
zabeth  coiintefs  of  Voronzof,  his  favourite  mif- 
trefs.  Information  of  this  alarming  meafuie  was 
immediately  conveyed  to  Catharine,  through 
tile  imprudence  of  the  countefs.  By  the  fame, 
or  otlier  means,  as  well  as  by  the  indifcretioii 
of  Peter  himfelf,  the  emprefs  obtained  early  in- 
telligence of  every  refolution  formed  againft  her 
perfon.  She  v/as  thus  enabled  to  fcize  the  deci- 
five  moment  of  enterprize,  and  fecurc  her  fafctjr 
by  preventing  the  defigns  of  her  hufljand. 

Indeed  her  danger  became  every  day  more 
and  more  imminent,  and  the  moment  ^V  her 
arreft  feemed  at  hand.  A  brick  houfe,  confift- 
ing  of  eleven  rooms,  had,  by  the  emperor's  or- 
der, been  conftru^ed  in  the  fortrefs  of  Schluf- 
felburgh  * ,  for  a  perfon  of  very  confiderable  con- 
fequence,  and  with  fuch  expedition  as  to  be  aU 
moft  linidied  within  fix  weeks.  Peter  went  him- 
felf to  SchlulTclburgh  with  a  view  to  examine 
it ;  and  tio  great  depth  of  penetration  was  re- 
quifite  to  perceive  that  it  was  built  for  the  em- 
prefs. In  this  important  crifis  a  meeting  of  her 
party  was  held  at  Peterfburgh*  This  party  was 
extremely  fmall,  and,  excepting  the  princeft 
Daihkof,  and  her  particular  adherents,  conlifted 

•  See  the  defcription  of  this  building  in  Book  IV.  Chap.  7. 
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only  of  a  few  among  the  principal  nobility.  The 
moft  confpicuoiis  of  thefe  were  prince  Volkonfki, 
count  Panin,  governor  of  the  great-duke,  and 
count  Razamofski,  Hetman  of  the  Ukraine.  In 
the  firft  confultations  for  dethroning  Peter,  it 
was  propofed,  according  to  the  plan  of  chancel- 
lor Beftuchef,  to  declare  the  great-duke  emperor, 
and  Catharine  regent  during  his  minority  ;  and 
this  would  have  been  the  meafure  naturally  fol- 
lowed in  any  country,  wherein  the  order  of  fuc- 
ceflion  was  more  fixed  than  in  Ruflia.  Only  a 
few  davs  before  the  revolution,  the  inconvcni- 
ence  attending  a  minority,  joined  to  the  popu- 
larity ,und  abilities  of  the  emprefs,  induced  her 
party  to  adopt  the  refolution  of  placing  her  upon 
the  throne.  At  thefe  meetings  various  plans  of 
an  infurre<5lion  were  propofed ;  but  ij  was  at 
length  unanimoufly  agreed  to  delnv^their  at- 
tempt until  Peter's  departure  for  Holftein. 

Although  only  a  few  perfons  were  engaged  in 
this  momentous  enteq^rize  ;  yet  the  defigns  of  the 
party  could  not  be  concealed  from  the  friends  of 
the  emperor,  who  earneftly  intreated  him  to  in- 
veftigate  the  foundation  of  the  report.  But 
Peter,  who  had  committed  the  care  of  the  em- 
prefs's  perfon  to  thofe  in  Avhom  he  placed  the 
higheft  confidence,  could  never  be  prevailed 
upon  to  give  the  flighteil  credit  to  the  rumour; 
iind  indeed  he  was  fo  convinced  of  its  falfehood, 

tliat 
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that  any  fuggeftions  on  that  head  always  of^ 
fended  him.  One  of  his  confidents  prcfented 
him  a  memorial  in  writing,  in  which  the  names 
of  fevcral  confpirators  were  mentioned.  "  What^ 
always  the  okl  ftory. !"  faid  the  emperor ;  "  here, 
take  back  your  paper ;  and  do  not  trouble  me 
any  more  with  fuch  idle  tales."  His  uncle, 
prince  George  of  Ilolilein,  was  frequently  heard 
to  iky,  that  he  was  tiled  with  tendering  renion- 
ftrances,  and  that  tlie  emperor  was  infenf.ble  to 
the  danger  of  his  fituation.  On  the  very  morn- 
ing of  the  revolution,  about  two  o'clock,  an  of- 
ficer, who  had  a  great  Hiare  in  Peter's  confidence, 
arrived  at  Oranienbaum,  and  demanded  to  fpeak 
with  him  on  an  atlairof  the  grcateil  importance. 
Being,  after  fome  c!ilScu!ty,  admitted,  he  ac- 
quainted the  emperor  with  feveral  circumftances* 
which  feemcd  to  indicate  a  confpiracy  on  the 
point  of  breaking  out.  But  the  infatuated  prince, 
far  from  paying  the  lead  attention  to  the  intel- 
ligence, ordered  the  officer  under  immediate  ar- 
reft,  for  prefuming  to  difiurb  him  at  lb  late  an 
hour.  And  yet  at  this  very  hour  his  dethrone- 
ment was  determined,  which  event  was  accele- 
rated by  a  circumftance  perfe6^1y  unconneded 
with  the  intentions  of  the  oppofite  party. 

Tiie  arreft  of  one  of  the  emprefs's  adherents,  a 
lieutenant  in  the  guards,  whofe  name  was  Palfec, 
greatly  alarmed  her  friends,  as  they  concluded 

c  3  that 
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that  the  emperor  had  penetrated  their  defign ; 
and  although  they  foon  difcovered  that  it  had 
been  occafioned  l)y  fome  irregularity  of  which 
he  had  been  guilty  as  an  officer ;  yet  their  con- 
fternation  haftened  the  execution  of  the  enter- 
prize.  Every  moment  was  big  with  danger; 
and  a  difcovery  feemed  inevitable  iftheinfur- 
re61ion  was  delayed  until  the  emperor's  depar- 
ture for  Ilolftein. 

The  cmprefs,  however,  who  continued  at  Pe- 
terhof,  ihuddercd  at  the  ad\ice  to  precipitate 
the  hour  of  action  :  her  refolution  at  this  awful 
crilis,  when  immediate  decifion  was  necelTary, 
feemed  for  a  moment  to  fail,  and  fhe  hefitated  to 
affent;  but  her  party  at  Peterll)urgh,  convinced 
that  the  leaft  delay  would  prove  fatal,  difpatch- 
ed,  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  of  June,  an  empty 
carriage  to  Peterhof,  the  appointed  fignal  for 
her  approach  to  the  capital.  Catharine,  whofe 
greatnefs  of  mind  foon  returned  to  fupport  her 
in  this  dreadful  ftate  of  fufpenfe,  inftantly  ef- 
caped  from  her  apartment;  and,  at  three  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  having  traverfed  the  garden  to 
the  place  where  the  carriage  *  was  waiting  for 

her, 

•  This  carriage  was  condufted  by  one  of  the  emprefs's  moft 
confidential  adherents,  I  believe  by  count  Alexey  Orlof;  but  as  I 
found  it  imprafticable  pofitively  to  afcertain  the  perfon,  I  was  un- 
willing to  advance  any  faft,  of  which  1  was  not  as  perfedlly  con- 
vinced 
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her,  was  con^'eyecl  with  all  fpeed  to  Peteifliurgh. 
It  was  preconcerted  that  count  Panin  fliould  at- 
tend to  the  fafety  of  the  great-duke's  perfon; 
that  Gregory  Orlof  fliould  remain  in  the  capital 
to  win  over  fomc  of  the  guards;  and  that  count 
Razoniofski  ihoukl  prepare  his  regiment  for  the 
reception  of  the  emprefs.  In  confequencc  of 
this  determination,  Catliarine  repaired  to  the 
quarters  of  the  Ifmailofski  guards.  The  hour 
was  fo  early  that  Razomofski,  the  colonel,  was 
not  yet  arrived,  a  circumftance  fulhcient  to 
have  difconcerted  a  perfon  of  lets  fpirit;  but  the 
emprefs,  having  difpatched  a  meflenger  to  him, 
fummoned  the  officers  and  foldicrs.  A  few  who 
had  been  apprized  by  Orlof  were  ready ;  while 
the  greater  part,  being  roufed  unexpeftedly  from 
their  flumber,  made  their  appearance  fcarcely 
half  drefled. 

The  emprefs  laid  before  them  the  bad  condu»5l 
of  the  emperor,  his  avowed  contempt  of  the 
Ruffians,  his  averfion  to  their  cuftoms,  and  his 
attachment  to  foreigners.  She  expofed  the  dan- 
gers which  awaited  herfelf,  her  fon,  and  the  prin- 
cipal nobility ;  llie  expatiated  upon  the  probable 
fubverfion  of  their  religion  and  gov^ernment,  and 
exhorted  all  thofe  to  follow  her,  who  were  defi' 

vinced  as  the  intricate  nature  of  tliefe  affairs  would  admit.  I  have 
reafon  to  believe  that  he  was  afiifted  by  prince  Baratinfki,  who  re- 
piaiaed  with  the  carriage,  while  he  repaired  to  the  emprefs's  apart- 
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rous  of  faving  thcrr  country,  and  refcui-ng  her 
and  the  great-duke  from  defiru^fion.  lit  r  ij)ce':;h> 
occafionally  interrupted  Vith  fighs  and  tcai-s, 
was  ihort  and  pathetic,  and,  further  enforced  by 
the  graces  of  her  perfon,  made  "an  inftantaneous 
impreffion.  The  greater  pait  of  the  fokliers  an- 
fMercd  her  with  loud  acclamations;  a  few  of- 
"ficer?,  indeed,  at  firft  feemed  to  hefitate;  but  the 
arrival  of  Razomofski  quieted  their  apprehen- 
fions,  and  the  whole  regiment  offered  to  facrifice 
their  lives  in  her  caufe.  Catliarine  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  church  of  the  Virgin  Mary  of  Ca-^ 
fan,  and  was  joined  by  other  bodies  of  guards^ 
and  by  many  of  the  principal  nobility.  Service 
being  perfoiTned  by  the  archbifhop  of  Novogo- 
rod,  the  emprefs  took  the  accuftomed  oath,  after 
which  the  ifbbles  and  people  tlocked  in  crowds 
to  fwear  allegiance  to  the  new  fovereign.  At 
the  conclufion  of  this  ceremony  llie  repaired  to 
the  fenate,  the  members  of  which  body  acknow- 
ledged her  fole  emprefs.  A  report,  induftri- 
oufly  circulated,  that  Peter  m-.is  killed  by  a  fall 
from  his  horfe.  proved  favourable  to  the  fuccefs 
of  the  revolution.  The  fuite  of  the  emprefs  con- 
tinually augmented.  Two  regiments  of  guards, 
■^vho  had  fcarceiy  quitted  Peterfljurgh  to  join  the 
army  in  Pomerauia,  were  immediately  recalled, 
and  repaired  without  delay  to  the  ftaudard  of  the 
emprefs, 

£veu 
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Even  in  thofe  governments  where  the  preto- 
rian  bands,  ftationed  in  the  capital,  depofe  Ibve- 
reigrs,  or  raife  them  to  the  throne,  fome  plau- 
fible  pretence  muft  be  urged  to  render  a  revoki- 
tion  popular,  and  engage  the  general  voice  to  ra- 
tify the  deed  of  the  foldiery.  When  Elizabeth 
feized  the  reins  of  empire,  the  attachment  of  the 
nation  to  the  memory  of  lier  father  induced  the 
public  to  applaud  that  tranfaftion;  and  in  this 
inftance  Peter  had,  by  fome  parts  of  his  con- 
duct,, rendered  himfclf  fo  odious,  and,  by  others, 
fo  contemptible  to  liis  fiibje6ts,  that  the  firft  ac- 
count of  his  dethronement,  and  of  Catharine's 
accelTion,  announced  in  the  manifefto,  was  re- 
ceived with  univerfal  joy. 

"  Catharine  II.  by  the  grace  of  God  emprefs. 
and  autocratix  of  All  the  Ruffias,  to  all  our 
faithful  fubjeds,  &c. 

"  All  the  true  fons  of  Ruffiahave  clearly  feen 
the  danger  which  threatened  the  whole  RuiTian 
empire.-  Firft,  the  foundation  of  our  orthodox 
Oreek  religion  has  been  lliaken,  and  its  tradition 
cxpofed  to  total  ruin,  fo  that  it  was^to  be  feared 
that  the  faith,  which  has  been  eftablifhed  in 
Ruftia  from  the  earlieft  times,  would  be  entirely 
changed,  and  a  foreign  religion  introduced.  In 
the  fecond  place,  the  glory  which  Ruffia  had  ac- 
quired at  the  expence  of  fo  much  blood,  and 
wliich  was  carried  to  the  greatefl  height  by  her 
victorious  arms,  has  been  trampled  under  foot  by 
c  4  the 
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the  peace  lately  concluded  with  its  grcateft  ene- 
my.  And,  laftly,  the  domeftic  rcgulationa, 
•M'hich  are  the  bafis  of  the  country's,  welfare, 
have  been  totally  overturned, 
•  "  For  thefe  caufes,  overcome  by  the  immineni 
dangers  with  which  our  faithful  fubje6ts  were 
threatened,  and  feeing  how  fuicere  and  exprefs 
their  defires  were  on  this  head;  we,  putting  ouv 
truft  in  the  Almighty  and  his  divine  juftice,  hav^ 
afcended  the  Imperial  throne  of  All  the  llulliaa, 
and  have  received  a  folemn  oath  of  fidelity  from 
all  our  faithful  fubje61s. 

"  Pcterfburgh,  June  28,  O.  S.  1762." 
All  the  adherents  of  the  emperor  were  arrefted; 
among  the  reft  prince  George  of  Ilolftcin,  who 
came  to  Pcterfburgh  on  the  2f)tli,  under  pretence 
of  making  preparations  for  the  emperor's  dcr 
parture;  but,  in  reality,  to  watch  the  oppofite 
party.  Not  the  Icaft  oppofition  was  made  from 
any  quarter  to  the  proceedings  of  the  emprefs; 
and,  notwithftanding  the  ftrcets  of  Peterfburgh 
were  filled  with  foldiers,  who  are  generally  tu- 
multuous and  ungovernable  in  fuch  dreadful 
periods;  yet  the  greateft  order  and  difcipline 
were  preferved,  and  no  injury  was  offered  tq  any 
individuals  *. 

At 

*  Several   Enfllfli   merdiants  had    quitted  their  houfei  before 
they  were  apprized  of  the  revolution  5  but  found  no  dilHculty  in 

returning 
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At  fix  in  the  evening  the  emprefs,  habited 
like  a  man,  in  the  uniform  of  the  guards,  with 
a  branch  of  Oyik  in  her  hat,  a  drawn  fword  in  her 
hand,  and  mounted  upon  a  grey  ftced,  marched 
towards  Peterhof,  accompanied  by  the  princefs 
Dailikof,  the  Iletman  Razomofskj,  the  Orlofs, 
and  her  principal  adherents,  at  the  head  of 
10,000  troops. 

About  eiglit  miles  from  the  capital,  Catha- 
rine entered  a  pubhc-houfe  called  Krafnoi-Ca- 
bak  * ,  and  employed  lierfelf  for  fome  time  in 
tearing  and  burning  a  large  quantity  of  papers. 
3he  then  flung  herfelf  in  her  clothes  upon  an 
ordinary  bed,  flcpt  about  Sla  hour  and  a  half, 
was  on  horfcback  by  break  of  day  t ,  and  pro- 
returning  through  the  foldiers  pofted  in  different  parts  of  the 
town.  One  gentlemai>  in  particular  informed  me,  that  he  went 
about  fix  in  the  morning  to  the  Cullona-houfe,  ^nd  was  furprifed 
to  find  no  one  there.  After  ftaying  fome  time,  he  returned  honie ; 
and,  in  his  way  over  the  bridge  of  the  Neva,  met  a  friend,  who 
afked  him  whnt  was  the  matter,  for  every  thing  appeared  in  confu- 
fi.on.  He  l)ad  fcarcely  finiflied  thefevyords,  when  about  300  horfe- 
men,  with  drawn  fwords  in  their  hands,  galloped  acrofs  the  bridge} 
a  prieft  traverfing  the  bridge  at  the  fame  time  in  a  carriage,  ttie  twa 
Englifhmen  ftood  by  the  fide  of  it.  Some  of  the  guards,  as  they 
paffed  Jay  the  prieft,  Ayaved  their  fwords  over  thejr  heads,  crying 
out  at  the  fame  time,  '•  All  goes  well— -vivat  C.uharinc  II."  And 
this  was  the  firft  intelligence  thefe  merchants  received  of  the  revor 
Jution. 

*  Rulhiere  dignififs  this  public-houfe  with  the  appellation  of 
phateau. 

t  From  the  landlady  of  the  inn,  who  was  ^ive  when  I  vifite4 
^ulUa^  and  ftill  kept  the  houle. 

(pecded 
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ceeded  about  four  miles  to  the  convent  of  St. 
Sergius  at  Streina,  into  wliich  die  retired  vv'hile 
the  troops  encamped  around.  At  eight  general 
Ifmailof  arrived  at  Streina  with  a  meflage  from 
the  emperor ;  -w  hofe  iitualion  was  now  become 
truly  critical. 

While  the  revolutien  was  carrying  on  at  Pe- 
teriburgh,  Peter  remained  at  Oranienbaum  in 
thoughtleis  fecurity.  He  pafTed  the  evening 
vhich  preceded  the  revolution  in  the  fortrefs,  in 
company  with  a  few  chofen  friends,  with  whom 
he  indulged,  as  ufual,  in  the  pleafures  of  the 
table^  and  retired  late  to  reft  intoxicated.  In 
the  morning  he  d^AVed  himfelf  iu  his  Pruffian 
uniform,  and  fet  out  at  eleven  for  Peterhof,  in 
order  to  celebrate  the  feaft  of  the  apoftles  St. 
Peter  and  St.  Paul,  expecting  to  meet  the  em- 
prefs  at  dinner,  and  intending*,  as  it  is  reported, 
to  put  her  under  an  arreft.  He  was  accompanied 
by  Elizabeth  Vorontzof,  her  uncle  count  Vo- 
Tontzof,  his  favourite  Godovitz,  marflial  Munic, 
and  many  of  the  nobility  of  both  fexes^  wha 

•  H"  Peter  really,  as  it  is  faid,  intended  to  arreft  the  emprs/s,  hit 
fbrtner  conduit  is  in  fome  ineafiire  acconnted  for.  He  thought 
that  her  party  "wis  of  no  confequencej  and  .iccordingly  difbelieved, 
cr  pretended  to  difbelieve,  all  the  reports  of  the  coiifpiracy,  think- 
ing to  cniih  it  at  once  by  fecurinj  her  perfon.  He  put  implicit 
confidence  in  the  nobles  whom  he  placed  abor»t  the  emprefs ;  and 
thefc  very  perfons  ??erethe  firft  to  betray  liim. 

formed 
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formed  his  court  *  .  He  liacl  not  proceeded  far 
before  he  was  met  by  a  perfon  f  who  had  ef- 
caped  from  Peterfl)urg'h.  and  flopping  the  car- 
riage, acfpiainted  tlip  en^peror  that  he  widied  to 
fpeak  N.  itli  him  in  private.  Peter,  however,  or- 
dered his  atfendantsto  proceed,  adding,  "  Why 
are  you  in  fucli  a  hurry?  turn  back  to  Peterhof, 
and  there  you  will  have  time  enough  to  fpeak  to 
me."  The  other  repeating  his  fohcitations,  the 
emperor  at  k^uath  alighted  from  his  carriage, 
and  was  informed  of  the  revolution  at  Peterf- 
burgh.  Yet  his  infatuation  was  ftill  fo  great, 
that  he  doubted  the  truth  of  the  intelligeiKe ; 
but,  wlien  an  enumeration  of  particular  circum^ 
fiances  at  length  awakened  him  to  a  fenfe  of  his 
danger,  he  tefiified  the  ftrongefl  fymptoms  of 
amazement  and  horror,  and  was  reduced  almoft 
to  a  flate  of  flupefa(*^tion.  Recovering  from  this 
parox\^m  of  defpair,  he  difpatched  an  adjutant 
to  Oranienbaum,  ordering  the  garrifon  to  Peter- 
hof. On  his  anival,  he  found  the  emprefs  de- 
parted, and  could  obtain  no  information  of  her 
proceedings  from  any  perfon  of  her  court.  Mar- 
dial  IMunic  advifed  him  to  put  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  his  Holftein  troops,  and  march  without 

*  From  the  intendant  of  Oranienbaum,  who  wltnefTed  thefe  tranf- 
^ftions. 

,    f  According  to  Mr.  Keith,  the  perfon  who  met  him  was  the  fer- 
yant  of  count  Alexandrovitch  Narifchkin. 

delay 
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<1elay  to  the  capital :  "  I  will  go  before  you," 
faid  the  galfant  veteran,  ''  and  your  majefty's  per- 
foil  iliall  not  l)e  touched  but  through  mine."  Had 
this  advice  been  followed,  it  would  have  been 
.attended  with  a  glorious,  and  perhaps  a  fuccefs- 
ful  event.  The  Holilein  troops,  though  not  ex- 
ceeding a  thoufand,  were  zealoufly  attached  to 
Peter;  and  Munic  was  worth  a  regiment.  The 
courage  of  the  emperor,'however,  delerted  him 
in  this  emergency ;  he  fluduated  between  hope 
and  fear ;  formed  new  refolutions  one  moment, 
and  renounced  them  the  next. 

His  own  agitation  was  ftill  further  increafed 
by  the  behaviour  of  the  principal  perfons,  who 
accompanied  him  from  Oranienbaum,  or  whom 
he  found  at  Peterhof.  The  women  vented 
flirieks,  and  hung  about  the  emperor  in  agonies 
of  the  deeped  diftrefs:  every  one  clamoroufly  of- 
fered advice;  but  the  uproar  was  fo  great,  that 
the  advice  could  fcarcely  be  heard,  and  if  heard 
was  not  attended  to,  becaufe  it  w:as  rej^eatedly 
changed.  Several  of  the  emprefs's  party  were 
prefent,  and  artfully  fomented  tlie  general  confu- 
sion :  under  the  fpecious  appearance  of  affection 
and  zeal,  they  alarmed  the  fears  of  the  emperor, 
and  objected  to  every  vigorous  meafure  as  inad- 
iniirible  and  dangerous.  In  thefe  circumftances 
feter,  perplexed  by  fuch  difcordant  or  treache- 
ypus  advice,  was  foftened  into  cowardice  by  tlie 

tcar^ 
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t«ars  of  the  women,  and  remained  the  whole  day 
in  a  ftate  nearly  bordcrhii^  on  diilracfion.  Every 
moment  brought  him  frclh  caiife  of  terror  and' 
difmay.  He  was  fucceffively  informed,  th<it  the 
emprefs  had  received  the  oath  of  allegiance 
fiom  perfons  of  all  ranks,  that  flie  was  miftref* 
of  the  capital,  and  was  advancing  at  the  head  of 
10,000  troops.  Didieartened  by  this  intelli- 
gence, he  difpatched  repeated  melfcngcrs  to  his 
confort,  with  propofuls  of  accommodation;  and 
as  not  one  of  them  came  back,  he  at  length  de- 
termined to  take  refuge  in  Cronftadt  *  ;  a  mea- 
fure,  which,  if  he  had  earlier  embraced,  might 
have  giv-en  a  favourable  turn  to  his  affairs. 

Soon  after  his  fuft  arrival  at  Peterhof,  he  liad 
difpatched  general  Devier  and  another  olhcer  to 
Cronftadt,  to  reconnoitre  the  place :  the  general 
was  admitted  without  difficulty  ;  and  the  officer 
i-eturned  to  Peterhof  with  the  account  that  no 
news  of  the  revolution  had  reached  Cronftadt, 
that  Devier  was  preparing  for  his  immediate  re- 
ception, that  his  majefty  would  find  there  an  afy- 
lum,  where  the  emprefs's  troops  could  not  pene- 
trate, and  from  whence  he  might,  in  cafe  of  ex- 
treme neceffity,  efcape  by  fea  to  his  dominions 
in  Holftein.     In  confequeuce  of  this  rcprefenta- 

•  A  town  upon  a  fmall  ifland  in  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  where  the 
RufTian  navy  is  ftationed.  See  the  defcription  in  the  chapter  oa 
the  Rufllan  aavy.    Book  VI.  ch.  2. 

tion, 
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tion,  the  emperor  ordered  the  Holftein  troops, 
who  were  on  their  march  to  Peterhof,  to  return 
to  Oranienbauir: ;  but,  by  an  unaccountable  lAta- 
Kty,  protratS.ed  his  departure  till  near  midnight. 
On  his  arrival  at  the  harbour,  the  imperial  boat 
was  refufed  admittance  by  the  centinels,  who 
objected  to  the  latenefs  of  the  hour;  and  when 
it  was  reprefented  to  tliem  that  the  emperor  was 
on  boord,  they  {'till  perfihed  in  their  relufal,  and 
threatened  to  fire  from  the  batteries  if  the  veflel 
did  not  mftantly  retire. 

This  unexpe6ted  reception  was  occafioned  by 
the  following  circumftances.  General  Devier» 
on  his  arrival  at  Cronftadt,  took  the  command 
of  the  fortrefs;  perceiving  that  the  garrifon  had 
no  knowledge  of  the  revolution,  he  was  unwilling 
to  give  alarm,  by  fpreading  the  report,  and 
thought  it  more  advifable  to  wait  for  the  em* 
peror's  appearance  before  he  attem.pted  to  fecure 
the  fidelity  of  the  garrifon,  or  iflued  orders  hoftile 
to  the  party  of  the  emprcfs.  During  this  interval, 
admiral  Taliezen  came  to  Cronftadt ;  he  was  dif- 
patched  from  Peterfi3urgh  by  the  emprefs,  who 
had  forgotten,  in  the  firft  hurry  of  the  revolution, 
to  fecure  thar  important  fortrefs;  and  was  no\r 
fent,  if  not  too  late  *  ,  for  that  purpofe.     Being 

admitted 

•  Confidering  the  great  Importance  of  Cronftadt,  this  negleft 

feems  hardly  cfediblej  but  I  was  informed  from  very  good  au- 

4  thority. 
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admitted  without  oppofitioii,  and  perceiving  the 
fituation  of  affairs,  he  inftauLiy  commanded  the  ar- 
left  of  general  Devier,  wliich  was  inftantly  obey- 
ed; the  marines  and  failors  being  more  inclined 
to  execute  the  orders  of  an  admiral  than  thofe  of 
a  general.  Having  fecured  the  general's  perfon, 
he  announced  to  the  garrifon  the  revolution  at 
Peterlburgh :  tlie  emperor,  he  fa.id,  is  depofed ; 
the  army  and  fenate  have  declared  for  Catha- 
rine, and  all  oppofition  will  be  fruitlefs  and  dan- 
gerous. Thefe  arguments,  joined  to  a  large  quan- 
tity of  fpirituous  liquors,  produced  the  defired 
cffe6i:;  and  Catharine  was  proclaimed  emprefs. 
Thus  a  place  of  fo  much  importance  as  to  have 
delayed,  if  not  prevented,  the  linal  faccefs  of  the 
infurre6tion,  was  feized  by  admiral  Taliezen  with- 
out oppofition. 

On  this  difappointment,  Peter's  only  remaining 
refource  was  to  crowd  fail  for  the  Gulf  of  Both- 
nia, and  feek  an  afylum  in  Sweden  ;  from  whence 
he  might  penetrate  to.  his  army  in  Pomerania,  or 

thority,  that  fo  late  as  ten  in  the  morning  no  ftep  liad  been 
taken  at  Peterfburgh  towards  obtaining  pofiefllon  of  that  fortrefs. 
About  that  time  a  private  perfon  mentioned  it  by  chance  to  one  of 
the  principal  infurgents,  who,  v/ithout  delay,  acquainted  the  em- 
prefs. She,  confcious  of  its  great  importance,  immediately  dif- 
patched  admiral  Taliezen.  It  was  paft  eleven  before  he  fet  off  from 
Peterlburgh,  and  as  he  went  by  water,  the  diltance  being  twenty 
miles,  it  muft  have  been  paft  three  before  he  arrived  at  Cronftadt. 
The  diftance  from  Peterhof  to  the  fame  place  being  only  fix  miles, 
the  emperor  might  have  arrived  there  long  before  Taliezen. 

to 
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to  his  dominions  in  Holftein.  But  it  was  the  fate 
of  the  unfortunate  monarch  to  aS.  no  decifive 
part  in  this  important  crifis*:  friii  flattering 
himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  a  reconciUation  ^\  ith 
the  emprefs,  and  prevailed  upon  by  the  cries  and 
entreaties  of  the  \vomeri  w  ho  were  on  board,  he 
returned  to  Oranienbaum,  where  he  arrived  at 
four  in  the  morning.  When  Peter  quitted  that 
palace  on  the  preceding  morning  he  was  drefled 
in  his  Pruffian  regimentals  ;  on  his  return  he  was 
in  his  Ruffian  uniform ;  he  now  faw  his  error 
in  defpifing  the  prejudices  of  his  fubjeds,  but  it 
was  too  late.  Little  circumftances  of  this  kind 
are  not  unworthy  of  thehiftorian's  notice,  as  great 
events  frequently  turn  upon  them ;  and  they  of-- 
ten  difcover  the  true  character  of  the  principal 
perfonages  concerned  in  thefcenc. 

On  his  return  to  Oranienbaum,  he  retired 
alone,  and  in  great  agitation,  to  his  houfe  in  the 
fortrefs,  leaving  Marlhal  Munic  and  the  reft  of 
the    court   in  the  palace.      At  ten   he  again 

made 


•  A  note  from  the  earl  of  Buckinghamflure  to  the  earl  of  Hard- 
y/\ck.e,  will  fliew  that  the  misfortunes  of  the  emperor  arofe  from  hi( 
want  of  refolution  as  well  as  from  treacher}% 

April  16,  1766. 

Many  ladies,  feme  of  whom  were  wives  to  perfons  engaged  in 

the  confpiracy,  attended  the  emperor  to  Cronftadt,  and  their  tears 

and  terrors  added  to  his  irrefolution.     I  have  had  account  of  what 

jaffed  from  altooft  all  of  them,  and  they  wer«  too  much  frightened 
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made  his  appearance  in  a  more  compofed  ftate  of 
mind.  The  Holftein  guards  no  fooner  beheld 
their  royal  mailer,  than  they  all  *  crowded  round 
him;  fome  ftruggled  to  kifs  his  hand,  oth^;-s 
hung  about  his  perfon;  many  knelt  down; 
fome  even  proftrated  themfelves  before  him ;  all 
fhedding  tears  of  affe6lion,  and  in  terms  of  the 
ftrongeft  attachment  conjuring  him  to  lead  them 
againft  the  emprefs,  offering  to  facrifice  their 
lives  in  his  defence.  Peter,  animated  by  thefe 
affefting  marks  of  zeal  and  fidelity,  caught  their 
fpirit  for  a  moment,  and  cried  out,  "  To  arms !" 
but  the  tears  of  the  women,  and  his  own  irrefo- 
lution,  foon  damped  this  momentary  fit  of  cou- 
rage, and  he  again  reconciled  himfelf  to  fub- 
milfion. 

Early  in  the  morning  he  difpatchcd  majoi^ 

to  be  confiftent  in  their  relations.  In  two  points  they  all  agreed, 
his  timidity,  and  the  reproaches  made  him  by  his  miilrefs,  for  not 
having  followed  her  advice,  and  prevented  all  mifchief  by  confining 
the  emprefs.  One  expreflion  they  in  general  fay  flie  made  ufe  of. 
*'  Thou  fool,  (Durach)  had  you  complied  with  my  requeft,  and 
fhut  up  this  bad  woman,  the  ruin  of  this  day  had  never  fallen  upon 
us."  Panin  and  Villebois  were  the  only  men  of  confequcnce 
amongft  them;  for,  notwithftanding  all  the  afiertions  to  the  con- 
trary, I  know  the  Hetman  did  not  engage  in  the  deiign  till  the 
morning  it  took  effeft,  and  even  then  he  was  not  without  difficulty 
perfuaded  to  a£l  the  part  he  did. 

•  I  was  informed  of  thefe  circumftances  from  the  intend^ntof 
Oranienbaumj  he  Ihed  t^ars  while  he  defcribed  the  animated  beha- 
viour of  the  Holftein  troops.  He  faid  he  never  witueffed  a  ihore 
affefting  fcene. 

VOL.  HI.  D  general 
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general  Ifmailof,  in  whom  lie  repofed  implicit 
confidence,  to  the  emprefs,  with  a  letter,  offer- 
ing to  refign  his  crown,  on  condition  that  he 
fhould  be  permitted  to  retire  into  Holfiein,  with 
EHzabeth  Vorontzof,  and  Godovitch.  Ifmailof 
found  the  emprefs  in  the  convent  of  Strelna,  and 
was  immediately  admitted  to  her  prefence.  The 
great  policy  on  the  fide  of  Catharine  now  con- 
filted  in  obtaining  polVellion  of  the  emperor's 
perfon  without  eftYifion  of  blood  ;  it  was  her  ob- 
ject, therefore,  to  amufe  him,  without  driving 
him  to  defperate  meafures ;  for  it  was  yet  in  his 
poAvcr  to  head  his  Holftein  troops,  and  defend 
his  life  to  the  laft  extremity ;  or  he  might  be 
a  We  to  make  his  efcape,  and  involve  the  em- 
pire in  all  the  horrors  of  a  long  civil  war.  The 
judicious  manner  in  which  flie  condu61ed  this 
delicate  affair,  iliews  her  no  lefs  able  in  the  arts 
of  negotiation,  than  in  the  fpirit  of  enterprize. 

She  calmly  reprefented  to  Ifmailof  the  mad- 
nefs  ofoppofing  her,  now  in  full  poffeffion  of 
fovereign  authority :  fhe  pointed  to  her  troops, 
who  were  pofted  in  large  bodies  upon  the  adja- 
cent grounds,  adding,  that  refifi:ance  would  only 
draw  on  Peter  and  his  party  the  vengeance  of 
an  enraged  army ;  ihe  propofed,  therefore,  that 
he  fliould  himfelf  repair  to  Peterhof,  where  the 
terms  of  his  abdication  might  be  adjuftcd.  If- 
mailof, findiDg  the  tide  of  fuccels  on  the  fide  of 

tliC 
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the  emprefs,  and  perceiving  the  clergy,  army, 
and  principal  nobles,  engaged  in  her  caufe,  was 
convinced  that  nothing  was  left  to  Peter  but 
fubmiffion.  Seduced  by  the  infmuating  elo- 
quence, engaging  addrefs,  and  promifes  of  th^ 
-emprefs,  he  undertook  to  perfuade  his  unliappy 
mailer,  by  immediate  fubmiffion,  to  fave  an  ef- 
fufion  of  blood,  which  could  be  produ6live  of  no 
effedual  advantage  to  his  caufe.  With  this  view 
he  returned  to  Oranienbaum  between  ten  and 
eleven,  and  found  the  emperor  in  the  palace  with 
Munic,  Elizabeth  Vorontzof,  Godovitch,  and 
others,  anxioully  expeding  his  arrival.  Havino- 
retired  into  another  apartment,  the  rcfult  of  their 
conference  was,  that  iu  lefs  than  an  hour  the 
emperor,  with  Elizabeth  Vorontzof,  Godovitch, 
and  Ifmailof,  entered  the  carriage,  in  which  the 
latter  had  returned  to  Oranienbaum.  Peter 
quitted  the  palace  without  a  fmgle  attendant ; 
but  he  had  fcarcely  proceeded  a  mile,  before  a 
corps  of  Huffars,  of  the  emprefs 's  party,  fur- 
rounded  the  carriage,  and  accompanied  it  to  Pe- 
terhof,  where  he  arrived  at  half  paft  twelve.  He 
was  immediately  feparated  from  his  compani- 
ons. The  emprefs  declined  a  perfonal  confer- 
ence; but  fent  count  Panin,  who  was  admitted 
alone.  What  paffed  during  this  awful  inter- 
view between  that  nobleman  and  his  depofcd  fo- 
V^reign.  is  not,  nor  probably  ever  will  be,  dif- 

D  <i  clofei 
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clofed  to  the  public;  but  nothing  can  convey  a; 
ftronger  pi6ture  of  the  emperor's  weaknefs  and 
pufillanimity,  than  tlie  abdication  in  form, 
iR'hich  \vas  the  refult  of  their  converfation  *  . 
*  "  During  the  fhort  period  M'hich  I  have 
reigned  over  the  Ruffian  empire,  I  have  found, 
from  experience,  that  my  abihtiesare  infufficient 
to  fupport  fo  great  a  burden;  and  that  I  am  noC 
capable  of  directing  the  Ruffian  empire  in  any 
vay,  and  much  lefs  Avith  a  defpotic  power.  I 
alfo  acknowledfi-e  that  I  have  been  the  caufe  of 
ail  tlie  interior  troubles,  which,  had  they  con- 
tinued much  longer,  would  have  overturned  the 
em})ire,  and  have  covered  me  with  eternal  dif- 
gracc.  Having  ferioufly  weighed  thefe  circum- 
ftanccs,  I  declare,  Avithout  conftraiut,  and  in  the 
moft  folcmn  manner,  to  the  Ruffian  empire,  and 
to  the  whole  world,  that  I  for  ever  renounce  the 
government  of  the  faid  empire,  never  defiring 
hereafter  to  reign  therein,  either  as  an  abfolute 
fovcreign,  or  under  any  other  form  of  govern- 
ment. I  declare  alfo,  that  1  will  never  attempt 
lo  re-affiune  the  government.  As  a  pledge  of  this,. 
1  fwear  fmcerely  before  God,  and  all  the  world,  ta 

•  I  have  fufficient  'reafon  to  believe  that  this  abdication  was 
made  at  Peterhof :  if,  however,  as  feme  perfons  with  lefs  proba- 
bility have  aflerted,  he  figmed  it  at  Oranienbaum,  before  he  was  ii% 
the  hands  of  his  enemies,  his  pufillanimity  admits  of  no  pallia- 
tion. 

tlii» 
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this    prefent  renunciation,   written  and  figned 
with  my  own  hand.     Peter. 
"  June  29,  O.  S.  1762." 

Having  figned  this  abdication,  he  was  con- 
veyed in  the  evening  to  Ptoblclia,  a  Imall  impe- 
rial palace  twenty  miles  from  Peterhof ;  and  the 
emprefs  returned  about  the  fame  time  to  Peterf- 
burgh.  At  feven  fhe  made  her  triumphant  entry 
on  horleback,  amidft  continued  huzzas;  the 
ftreets  were  filled  with  a  prodigious  concourfc  of 
people,  who  were  drawn  up  in  lines,  and  kiifcd 
her  hands,  which  fiie  held  put  to  them  as  flic 
palTed  along.  A  great  number  of  priefts  were  af- 
fembled  upon  this  occafion  about  the  avenues  to 
the  palace;  as  flie  rode  through  their  ranks,  flie 
fiooped  down  to  falute  the  cheeks  of  the  princi- 
pal clergy,  while  they  were  kilfing  her  hand;  a 
mode  of  falutation  in  Raffia,  expreffivc  of  the 
highefi:  deference. 

The  firfi;  hurry  of  the  revolution  was  no  fooncr 
paft,  and  the  fpirit  of  revolt  had  fcarce  time  to 
fubfide,  before  many  repented  of  having  defcrtcd 
their  fovereign.  The  poi)ulace,  always  prone  to 
change,  began  to  pity  their  dethroned  monarch, 
and  loft  fight  of  his  defe6ts  in  the  contemplation 
of  his  calamity;  they  regarded  him  no  longer 
in. the  light  of  a  mifguided  ruler,  but  as  an  un- 
fortunate prince,  driven  from  the  height  of  power 
ifco  the  moft  abject  ftate,  and  fu])jet't  to  the  hor- 
D  3  rori 
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rors  of  perpetual  imprifonment.  Peter,  not- 
withflanding  his  violence  and  incapacity,  pof- 
feffed  feveral  qualities  of  a  popular  nature,  and 
was  greatly  beloved  by  thofe  who  had  accefs  to 
liis  pcrfon.  During  the  emprefs's  march  to  Pe- 
terhof,  feveral  foldiers  manifefted  ftrong  fymp- 
toms  of  diffatisfa^Hon ;  fome  openly  murmured 
at  being  led  againlt  their  fovereign,  and  had 
Peter,  on  the  firft  news  of  the  revolution,  made 
his  appearance  in  perfon,  many  would  have  de- 
ferted  to  his  ftandard.  This  fpirit  of  difcontent 
was  obferved,  and  fccretiy  fomented  by  the  pa>- 
tizans  of  the  emperor;  the  tide  of  popularity 
was  even  turning  in  his  favour,  and  a  new  riling 
hourly  expefted:  at  this  crifis  the  deceafe  of 
Peter  delivered  Ptuffia  from  the  impending  hor- 
rors of  a  civil  war  *  .  This  event  happened  at 
Piobfcha  on  the  6th  of  July,  O.  S-  on  the  feventh 
day  of  his  confinement,  and  in  the  S4th  year  of 
his  age.  His  body  was  brought  to  the  convent 
of  St.   Alexander  Nevfki  at  Peteriburgh,   ancl 

*  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  this  unfortunate  monarch  was  put 
to  death ;  but  in  what  manner  the  deed  was  perpetrated,  or  by 
whom,  no  authentic  account  has  ever  tranfpired.  Nor  is  it  a  matter 
of  wonder  that  fo  dark  a  tranfaftion  ihould  be  Involved  in  the 
deepeft  m)  liery.  Public  report  defignated  count  Alexey  Orlof, 
and  prince  Baratinfki,  as  the  principal  actcrs  in  this  horrid  tragedy. 
I  am,  however,  firmly  convinced  in  my  own  opinion,  that  the  death 
of  the  emperor  was  not  perpetrated  by  the  command,  nor  even  with 
the  knowledge  of  the  emprela. 

thcr« 
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there  lay  in  ftate ;  where  perfons  of  all  ranks 
were  admitted,  accordhig  to  the  cuftom  of  lluf- 
fia,  to  kifs  the  hand  of  the  deceafed.  His  re- 
mains were  then  buried  in  the  church  of  the 
convent;  and  the  place  of  tlic  fepulchre  was 
not  diftinguiflied  either  with  a  tomb  or  infcrip- 
tion.* 

The  death  of  Peter  was  not  followed  by  any 
of  thofe  tragical  fccnes  which  had  hitherto  dif- 
graced  the  revolutions  in  Ruflia:  not  one  of  the 
nobles  were  fent  into  Siberia;  tliere  were  no 
public  or  private  executions;  even  the  perfonal 
enemies  of  the  emprcfs  were  forgiven.  Marfliai 
IMunichad  offered  to  fupport  the  emperor  at  the 
hazard  of  his  own  perfon.  Catharine  mildly  in- 
quired the  motives  of  fuch  an  oppofition  to  her 
interefts.  "  I  was  at  that  period,"  replied  JMu- 
nic,  with  a  fpirit  which  twenty  years  imprifon- 
ment  could  not  fubdue,  "  engaged  by  tlie 
ftrongeft  ties  of  duty  and  gratitude  to  exert  n^y- 
felf  in  behalf  of  my  late  mafter :  your  majefty  is 
now  my  fovereign,  and  you  will  experience  the 
fame  fidelity."  The  emprefs,  flruck  with  the 
magnanimity  of  his  anfwcr,  with  equal  greatnefs 
of  mind  repofed  in  him  the  molt  unbounded  con- 
fidence^ which    was  juilificd   by  his  fubfcquent 

•  On  the  acceflion  of  Paul,  as  I  have  before  obfeived,  his  re- 
mains were  re-interreti  with  imperial  honcurs  in  the  cathedral  of 
St.  Peter  and  St.  Pa\il. 

D  4;  condHc*^, 
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condu6^.  As  foon  as  the  dansrer  of  a  new  in- 
furie<5tion  was  difpelled,  count  Vorontzof  was 
releafed,  and  afterwards  employed.  Elizabeth 
Vorontzof  experienced  from  the  emprefs  no 
expreflion  of  either  jealoufy  or  refentment ; 
her  peifon  was  untouched,  and  ihe  even  re- 
tained, undiminiflied,  all  the  fruits  of  Peter's 
bounty.  Catharine,  with  peculiar  magnani- 
mity, forgave  the  indignities  which  Ihe  had  re- 
ceived at  her  fuggeftion,  and  even  her  prefump- 
tion  in  afpiring  to  a  participation  of  the  crown. 
She  vras  permitted  to  efpoufe  a  private  per- 
fon,  and  ftill  remains  at  Peterfburgh,  a  living- 
monument  of  the  emprefs's  unparalleled  le- 
nity * .  Godovitch,  who  was  particularly  ob- 
noxious to  the  emprefs,  was  allowed  to  retire 
to  his  native  country)",  and  the  Holftein 
guards,  who  had  importuned  the  emperor  to  lead 
them  againft  his  confort,  were  not  treated  with 
the  leaft  feverity :  thofe  who  chofe  to  inlift  were 
incorporated  in  the  different  regiments,  and  the 
others  withdrew  themfelves  unmolefted  from 
Ruffia.  Prince  George  of  Holftein,  uncle  to 
Peter,  and  not  unacquainted  with  the  defign  of 

*  I  was  often  in  her  company  during  my  fecond  refidence  at  Pe- 
terlburgh.  She  was  then  in  an  advanced  age,  and  poflefled  no  re- 
mains of  elegance  or  beauty. 

f  The  emprefs  was  fo  much  pleafed  with  the  fidelity  of  Godo- 
▼itch  to  his  unfortunate  mafter,  that  (he  afterwards  recalled  him 
into  Rufiia,  and  employed  liira. 

7  airefting 
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arrefting  the  empiefs,  was  detained  a  piifoner  in 
his  own  palace  during  tlie  progrefs  of  the  revo- 
lution; but  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  field-marfhal,  and  appointed  adminiftrator  of 
Holftein  during  the  minority  of  the  great-duke. 

Catharine  was  in  the  thirty-fourtli  year  of 
her  age  when  flie  afcended  the  throne  ;  and  the 
iiiccefs  of  this  revolution*  was  no  lefs  owing 

to 

*  Gregory  Orlof,  who  is  mentioned  in  this  account  as  one  of 
the  principal  agents  of  the  revolution,  was  aid-de-camp  to  count 
Peter  Schewalof,  and  bore  an  inferior  rank  in  the  army,  when  his 
youth  and  comelinefs  captivated  Catharine,  then  grand-duchefs, 
foon  after  the  recal  of  her  favourite  count  Poniatowfki.  Even  at 
this  early  period  fhe  did  not  attempt  to  conceal  her  attachment  from 
thofe  in  whom  flie  repofed  any  confidence.  Pointing  him  out  one 
day  to  Mr.  Wroughton,  "  Do  you  fee,"  (he  faid,  "  that  young 
man  ?  He  has  had  the  audacity  to  make  love  to  me."  This  in- 
trigue greatly  contributed  to  facilitate  the  revolution  which  placed 
her  on  the  throne.  Orlof  himfelf  was  a  man  of  a  determined  and 
enterprifing  fpirit,  and  had  confiderable  infliience  among  the  of- 
ficers and  foldiers  of  his  own  regiment ;  his  attempts  were  alfo  fup- 
ported  by  his  four  brothers,  Alexey,  Vlodomir,  Feodor,  and  Ivan, 
but  particularly  by  Alexey,  who  was  in  the  guards,  and  was  one  of 
the  moft  aftive  agents  in  the  revolution. 

It  was  principally  owing  to  the  fuggeftionsof  Orlof  that  Catha- 
rine ventured  to  affume  the  authority  as  emprefs,  and  not  as  regent. 
He  was  little  known  before  the  revolution,  and  Mr.  Keith  thus 
mentions  his  firft  public  appearance  at  court.  "  He  wore  the  rib- 
hand  of^t.  Alexander,  and  the  key  of  chamberlain,  and  is  a  good 
looking  man,  with  a  very  modell  behaviour.  I  could  not  recoiled 
having  ever  feen  him  before,"  He  was  afterwards  rapidly  pro- 
moted to  the  higheft  honours  and  offices  of  government,  both  civil 
and  military,  and  was  created  prince  of  the  German  empire.  He 
gained  fuch  an  afceudency  over  \\ii  roya!  milhcfs,  that  flie  was  only 

prevented 
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to  her  own  yeifonal  fpirit  and  engaging  adclrefs, 

than 

prevented  from  niarrying  him  by  the  ftrong  remonftrances  of  count 
Panin,  and  marihal  Razomofsky. 

Orlof  gradually  diminiflied  the  affeftion  of  the  emprcfs  by  the 
coarfenefs  of  his  manners,  his  grofs  inattention,  and  frequent  infi- 
delities. During  his  journey  to  Mofcow  in  1771,  to  check,  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  plague,  bis  enemies  availed  themfelves  of  his  abfence  to 
imdermine  his  influence.  Informed  of  thefe  cabals,  he  fuddenly  re- 
turned toPeterfburgh,  and  regained,  by  Increafed  afliduity,  his  for- 
mer  afcendancy,  though  he  did  not  wholly  recover  her  affeftions. 

Deeming  his  power  too  ftrongly  rooted  to  be  again  fliaken,  he 
repaired  to  Fotzrani  in  1772,  to  negotiate  a  peace  with  the  Turks, 
where  he  difplayed  all  the  pomp  of  Imperial  magnificence.  This 
abfence  gave  fuccefs  to  the  cabals  of  his  enemies,  and  his  difgrace 
was  announced  by  the  introduftion  of  a  new  favourite,  Vaflikhikef, 
at  the  inftigation  of  count  Panin  and  marftial  Romanzof. 

With  a  view  to  crufli  this  cabal  by  his  prefence,  Orlof  in ftantly 
broke  up  the  congrefs  of  Fotzani,  and  travelled  with  Aich  expe- 
dition as  to  perform  a  journey  of  1800  miles  in  nine  days  and 
nights.  Arriving  at  the  gates  of  Peterfburgh,  he  was  refufed  ad- 
mittance, and  rfteived  an  order  from  the  emprefs,  to  repair  to  hit 
country  houfe  at  Gatchina,  under  pretence  of  performing  quaran- 
tine. Still,  however,  he  flattered  himfelfwith  hopes  of  being  re- 
called, and  when  undeceived  by  a  letter  from  the  emprefs,  forbid- 
ding him  to  appear  at  court,  was  fo  much  affedied  that  he  fainted 
away. 

Being  afterwards  ordered  to  Revel,  he  pafled  through  Peterf- 
burgh,  and,  without  previous  notice,  called  upon  his  brother 
Alexey,  while  he  was  at  dinner  with  a  large  company.  A  gentle- 
man who  was  prefent  defcribed  the  prince  as  extremely  agitated  j 
after  embracing  his  brothers,  he  (at  down  to  table,  ftarted  up^  re- 
fumed  his  feat,  again  rofe,  whifpered  his  brothers,  and  retired  with 
them  into  another  apartment.  On  the  following  day  he  departed 
for  Revel,  and  foon  after  fet  out  on  his  travels ;  but  he  had  fcarcely 
reached  Drefden  before  the  emprefs  recalled  him  to  Peterfburgh, 
?uid  oftered  him  his  former  ?,partments  in  the  palace,  wliich  he  de-. 

cljncd^ 
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than  to  the  zeal  of  her  party,  aiid  the  popula- 
rity of  her  caufe  *. 

clined,  probably  at  the  inftigation  of  his  brothersj  and  refumed  h\%. 
journey. 

He  afterwards  efpoufed  his  niece,  and  was  fo  much  afFefted  with 
her  death,  that  he  loft  his  fenfes,  and  died  in  aftate  of  iofapity. 

By  prince  Orlof  the  emprefs  had  a  fon,  whom  I  /aw  at  the  corps 
<le  cadets,  where  he  was  educated;  he  appeared  to  me,  in  1779,  to  be 
about  17  years  of  age.  He  lodged  in  the  houfe  of  Ribas,  theprin^ 
cipal  manager  under  M.  de  Betflcoi.  Hepaffed  at  firft  for  the  fo^ 
of  a  gentleman  of  the  name-of  Schwerin,  but  affumed  that  of  Bo- 
brinfki,  from  an  eftate  which  the  emprefs  purchafed  for  liim.  H^ 
Avas  apprifed  of  his  origin  from  the  high  marks  of  diftinclion  which 
he  received.  He  was  often  admitted  to  the  emprefs.  Prince  Orlof 
called  him  his  fon,  and  carried  his  portrait  in  the  lid  of  his  fhufF- 
box.  A  RuflTian  nobleman  told  me  that  he  once  took  up  the  box 
by  chance,  and  k]jiew  the  pifture  from  its  ftriking  refemblance.  He 
ventured,  however,  to  aflc  whom  it  reprefented,  and  princefs  Or- 
lof, who  was  prefent,  replied  with  a  fmile,  "  It  is  my  portrait  in  a 
man's  drefs,  before  I  was  married."  Bobriaflci  afterwards  travelled, 
and  I  heard  of  him  when  I  was  at  Geneva,  in  1784. 

The  emprefs  always  retained  a  high  degree  of  regard  for  the  mc- 
moiy  of  prince  Orlof,  and  treated  his  brothers  with  great  marks  cf 
favour  and  confidence.  The  family  received  eilates,  containing 
45,000  peafants,  and  to  the  amount  of  £.  3,000,000  fter^ing  in  mo- 
ney, houfes,  plate,  and  jewels. 

•  This  was  the  firft  c'rcumftantial  account  ever  publiflied  of  thii 
extraordinary  revolution;  and  I  have  the  fatisfaclion  to  find,  from 
the  pemfal  of  feveral  documents  which  have  fince  fallen  into  my 
poffeftion,  and  of  the  various  narratives  which  have  appeared  lince 
the  death  of  the  emprefs,  that  no  material  fa.5b  has  been  jiiftly  con- 
troverted. This  Tour  being  publiflied  during  the  life  of  the  em- 
prefs, and  of  the  principal  perfons  concerned  in  the  revolution, 
delicacy  prevented  me  from  acknowledging  the  fortrces  from  which 
i  derived  the  principal  information;  but  I  now  have  it  in  my  power 
to  difclofe  many  of  my  authorities, 

I  wi« 
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I  was  principally  indebted  to  count  Solmes,  the  Pruffian  envoy, 
who  had  refided  at  Peterfburgh  fmce  1763,  and  collected  various 
anecdotes  relative  to  the  life  and  acceffion  of  the  emprefs.  From 
thefe  materials  he  formed  an  interefting  narrative,  which  he  read  to 
me,  during  my  conrinuance  at  Peterfburgh. 

I  alfo  received  from  Muller,  the  celebrated  hiftorian,  much  inte- 
refting information,  as  well  as  from  Staehlin,  coimfellor  of  flate,  and 
author  of  feveral  valuable  publicarions,  and  from  feveral  Britith 
merchants,  who  witnefled  the  revolution.  Befides  thefe,  fome  anec- 
dotes were  communicated  to  me  by  feveral  Ruffian  nobles  and  of- 
ficers, fome  of  whom  ■were  with  Peter  at  Oranienbaum,  and  others 
who  efpoufed  the  party  of  the  emprefs.  Thefe  different  accounts 
I  noted  down,  and  afterwards  compared  and  combined  them,  to 
form  my  narrative. 

During  my  ftay  at  Warfaw,  many  circumftanccs  were  communi- 
cated by  Sir  Thomas  Wroughton,  who  long  refided  at  Peterfburgh. 
He  was  the  intimate  friend  of  the  king  of  Poland,  when  count  Po- 
niatowfld,  and  poflefled  the  implicit  confidence  of  the  emprefs. 

After  ray  return,  I  had  the  good  fortune  to  obtain  from  the  late 
earl  of  Hardwicke,  two  curious  difpatches  from  Mr.  Keith,  the  Eng- 
li(h  minifter  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  to  the  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  a 
private  note  from  the  earl  of  Buckinghamfliire,  who  fucceed«d 
Mr.  Keith.  This  note  I  have  printed  in  this  chapter,  and  have 
given  in  the  appendix  the  letter  of  Mr.  Keith  as  an  authenric  do- 
cument. 

Rulhiere  has  written  the  hiftory  of  this  revolution,  which  •was 
long  anxiouflyexpefted,  but  was  not  publiflied  till  after  the  death 
of  the  emprefs.  It  contains  many  interefting  anecdotes,. which 
could  only  have  been  coilecledby  aperfon  who  was  at  Peterfburgh, 
at  the  time  of  this  event ;  but  they  are  blended  with  vague  aq-t 
counts  and  coffee -houfe  ftories* 
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l^amily  and  birth  of  Ivan. — Emperor  on  the  death  of  Anne.— Dc- 
pofed  by  Elizabeth.— Imprifonment  at  Riga,  Dunamund,  Ora- 
nienburgh,  and  SchlufTelburgh.— -Defcription  of  his  apartment.— 
Mode  of  life.— Intellefts — Ferocity. — Vifited  by  Peter  III.— 
Removal  to  Kexholm. — Brought  back  to  Schluflelburgh.— At- 
tempt of  Mirovitch  in  his  favour.— *Death  of  Ivan. — Trial  and 
execution  of  Mirovitch. — Punifhment  of  his  accomplices. — Suf- 
picion  of  a  coUufion  between  the  court  and  Mirovitch. —Refuted. 
—^Account  of  Ivan's  parents  and  family.— *Biographical  anec- 
dotes of  count  Munic. 


TVAN,  the  unfortunate  fubje6l  of  the  prefent 
-■-  narrative,  was  Hneally  defcended,  on  the  fe- 
male fide,  from  the  tzar  Ivan  Alcxievitch,  elder 

brother 
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brother  of  Peter  the  Great  * ;  and  was  fon  of 
Anne  of  Mecklenbargh,  by  Anthony  Ulric  prince 
of  Brunfwick.  He  v.  as  born  on  the  4th  of  Au- 
gufl:  1 740,  created  great-duke  by  his  aunt  the 
emprefs  Anne,  and,  at  her  demife,  on  the  28th  of 
October,  fucceedcd  to  the  throne,  fronv-which  he 
was  depofed  by  Ehzabeth  on  the  6th  of  Decem- 
ber 1741. 

The  foldiers,  fent  to  arreft  the  young  emperor, 
were  ordered  to  fieal  foftiy  into  his  apartments, 
and,  if  afleep,  not  to  difturb  him.  As  he  was 
numbering  by  the  fide  of  his  nurfe,  they  ftood 
round  the  cradle  in  refpe(5iful  filence,  at  lead 
an  hour  before  the  prince  opened  his  eyes,  then 
the  foldiers  difputing  who  fliould  carry  him,  the 
child  was  terrified,  and  cried  ;  they  immediately 
deiifted,  and  permitted  the  nurfe  to  approach, 
-who  covered  him  with  a  cloke,  and  accom.pani- 
ed  him  in  a  (ledge  to  the  palace.     Elizabeth  took 


•  Ivan  Alexievitch. 
t ~ 


I 

Catharine.  Anne,  Emprefs  of  Ru/Tia. 


Anne,  married  to  Anthony  Ulric, 
Prince  of  Bruniwicic. 
1 


Ivan. 


5c.e  Geneal.  Table  of  the  Houfe  of  Romanof,  in  Vol.  II.  Book  IH. 
at  ^eei^dof  Chap.  HI. 

the 
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the  child,  kifled  it,  and,  while  it  Avas  yet  in  her 
arms,  a  body  of  foldiers  paiKing  by,  fliouted, 
**  Long  live  Elizabeth  !"  The  infant  pleafed 
with  the  acclamations,  ftretched  out  his  little 
hand,  and  fmiling,  tried  to  imitate  the  fliouts  of 
the  foldiers ;  on  which  Elizabeth  exclaimed, 
"  Innocent  creature  !  thou  perceiveft  not  that 
thou  art  endeavouring  to  fpeak  againfl  thy- 
felf*." 

It  is  difficult  to  trace  Ivan  diftinftly  from  the 
time  of  his  depofition  to  his  jmprifonment  at 
Schluifelburgh ;  but  the  following  account  feems 
the  moft  probable.  He  and  his  parents  were 
iirft  confined  in  the  fortrefs  of  Riga,  a  year  and 
an  half;  removed  from  thence  to  Dunamund  f, 
and  afterwards  to  Oranienburgh,  a  fmall  town 
in  the  province  of  Vorentz.  Here  they  remain- 
ed two  years  under  the  care  of  baron  Korf,  w  Iiq 
behaved  to  his  prifoners  with  great  humanity. 
From  Oranienburgh  the  whole  family  was  tranf.- 
-ferred  to  Kolmogori ;  but  Ivan  was  imprifoned 
there  for  feveral  years  feparately,  and  unklUJ^\'ll 
to  his  parents. 

Bufching  fays,  that  when  his  parents  wer<j 
■Tent  to  Kolmogori,  Ivan,  then  in  the  eighth  year 
of  his  age,  was  left  at  Oranienburgh  ;  and  that 
fome  time  afterwards  a  certain  monk  contrived 

*  Buf.  Hif.  M?j.  vol.  I.  p.  374. 
f  Maiifte::i's  Memoirs,  p.  315. 

to 
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to  releafe  him  from  prifon,  and  convey  him  as 
far  as  Smolenfko,  m  here  they  "were  furprized  and 
taken  *.  He  was  alfo  confined  in  a  convent 
iituated  on  an  ifiand  in  the  lake  of  Valdai,  not 
far  from  the  hi  oh  road  between  Peterfburg-h  and 
^lofcow.  The  time  of  his  imprifonment  in  this 
convent,  and  his  fituation  until  his  removal  to 
Schlulfelbtirgh,  are  circumftances  which  I  was 
not  able  to  afcertain  :  but  it  is  not  furprizingj 
that  there  Ihould  be  much  obfcurity  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  a  ftate-prifoner  immured  from  his  in- 
fancy. 

During  the  laft  eight  years  of  his  life,  Ivan 
was  imprifoned  in  thefortrefs  of  Schluffelburgh ; 
whither  he  was  brought  in  l7ofi,  in  thefixteenth 
year  of  his  age.  In  the  fame  year  he  was  fecretly 
conveved,  bv  count  Peter  Shuvalof.  srrand-maf-^ 
ter  of  the  artillery,  to  the  houfe  of  his  coufin 
Ivan  Slmvalof  at  Peteriburgh  ;  where  Elizabeth 
law  and  fpoke  to  him  without  making  herfelf 

*  Buf.  Hifr.  Mag.  VI.  p.  529.  There  is  an  inaccuracy  in  Buf- 
thing's  account,  probably  only  a  falfe  print,  viz.  that  he  was  in  the 
eighth  year  of  his  age  when  his  parents  were  fent  to  Kolomogori ; 
for  in  March  1746,  the  time  of  Anne's  death,  he  was  only  fix 
years  and  feven  months  old  :  and  fome  time  muft  be  allowed  for 
conveying  his  parents  from  Oranienburgh  to K.olmogori .  Bufching 
was  informed,  by  baron  Korf,  that  they  were  all  confined  together 
at  Oranienburgh:  and  I  was  told  by  an  Englifh  geatleman,  who  had 
been  at  Kolomogori,  that  Ivan  had  been  there  imprifoned  for  a 
ftiort  time. 

known. 
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known.  It  is  faid  that  flie  bnrft  into  tears  at 
this  interview.  On  the  enfiiing  day  the  prince 
was  re-condu(5led  to  his  prifon. 

When  I  vifited  Schhiflelburgh,  I  was  admitted 
into  the  fortreis,  but  was  not  fiififercd  to  enter 
the  room  in  which  he  had  been  confined  ;  yet  as 
I  examined  one  that  was  fmiilar,  and  have  con- 
verfed  with  feveral  perfons  who  have  feen  it,  I 
am  able  to  give  the  following  defcription ;  it  is 
fituated  towards  the  farthcft  extremity  of  the 
corridore,  defcribed  on  a  former  occafion  *  ;  is 
about  25  feet  fquare,  and  vaulted  ;  the  walls  are 
of  bare  ftone,  and  the  floor  of  brick.  The  win- 
dow was  not  clofed,  like  thofe  of  the  adjacent 
cells,  but  glazed ;  and  covered  with  a  kind  of 
plainer,  which,  Avhile  it  admitted  the  light,  could 
not  be  feen  through  f .  There  was  no  other  fur- 
niture than  a  truckle-bed,  a  table,  and  fome 
chairs.  In  this  difmal  apartment  he  was  immur- 
ed during  the  fpace  of  eight  years,  excepting 
when  he  was  occafionally  conduced  to  the  in- 
terior fortrefs:{:,  which  communicated  at  top 
with  the  air ;  but  in  the  enjoyment  of  vhich  the 
apprehenfions  of  his  efcape  rendered  it  impolitic 

•  Vol.  II.  Book  IV.  Chap.  7. 

-f  In  fome  recent  publications,  the  apartment  of  Ivan  is  erro- 
Jieoufly  defcribed  as  a  cafemate  of  the  fortrefs,  the  very  hole  of 
which  was  bricked  »ip, 

X  See  the  accouat  of  Schluffelburgh,  in  the  laft  Volume. 

VOI<.  III.  £  to 
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to  gratify  him,  as  often  as  humanity  could  have 
wifhed. 

"With  refpect  to  his  intellects,  as  he  had  been 
imprifoned  from  the  fecond  year  of  his  age,  his 
ideas  of  oourfe  were  few,  and  his  knowledge  ex- 
ceedingly limited,  and,  though  not  abfolutely  an 
idiot,  he  diicoveved  occafional  fjniptoms  of  in- 
fanity.  He  could  neither  read  nor  write }  he 
fpoke  the  Ruflian  language,  and  knew  a  few 
German  words,  vhich  he  muft  haye  learned 
when  almoft  a  child  from  his  parents ;  he  was 
rather  inarticulate  in  his  fpeech,  and,  when  agi- 
tated, ftammered  exceedingly  *.  He  was  not  ig- 
norant 

•  As  C-ilen,  in  lus  life  of  Catharine  the  Second,  and  others,  on 
the  authority  of  M.  de  Segur,  {one  time  French  ambaflador  at  the 
Court  of  Peterfcurgh,  have  afferted  that  Ivan  was  not  deficient  in 
fcnfe,  did  not  ftamraer,  and  was  capable  of  reading  and  writing, 
1  deem  it  neceflarj'  to  mention  the  authorities  from  which  I  deriv- 
ed my  information,  i.  Count  Solmes,who  was  at  Peterfburgh  be- 
fore the  death  of  Ivan.'  z.  Mr.  Lieman,  a  Dane,  who  had  beei> 
long  resident  in  England,  was,  during  my  travels  in  Ruflia,  fettled 
at  Schluilelbr.rgh,  where  he  had  eitabliihed  araanufatSlory  for  print- 
ing cottons,  and  was  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  Berednikof,  the 
governor  of  the  fortrefs.  3.  Berednikof  himfelf,  whom  Mr.  Liemars 
at  my  requeft  invited  to  dinner.  4.  A  Ruflian  nobleman  of  un- 
"doubted  veracity,  who  received  the  accoimtfrora  Volkof  the  couu- 
fellor  of  fiate,  fcjit  by  Peter  the  tliird  to  SchlulTelburgh,  to  difcover 
the  real  character  of  Ivan.  5.  Lef  Alexandrevitch  NariQiikin, 
great  chamberbun  to  the  emprefs,  who  was  prefent  at  the  inter\':ew 

between  Peter  and  Ivan. In  niy  fecond  vifit  fo  Peterfburgh,  he 

confirmed  my  narrative,  and  even  expreffed  his  furprife  at  the  ac- 
curacy of  my  ll.'temer.t.     Fromthefe  authorities,  and  others,  which 

1  am 
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norant  of  his  defcent,  and  that  he  had  once  been 
emperor.  He  was  ftrongly  prepofleffed  with  the 
hopes  of  re-afcending  the  throne  ;  ufed  frequently 
to  allude  to  his  behaviour  when  that  event 
fhould  take  place,  and  whenever  he  was  roufcd 
to  paflfion,  would  threaten  to  putiifh  thofe  who 
provoked  him.  He  was  exceedingly  choleric 
and  ferocious,  and  would  rage  almoft  to  madnefs 
whenever  he  was  intoxicated.  For  fome  ti'ne 
he  was  improperly  indulged  in  every  article  for 
his  table ;  he  was  ferved  in  plate,  had  a  great  va- 
riety of  difhes,  and  all  kinds  of  wine.  But  to 
prevent  his  frequent  excelfes,  thefe  luxuries  -svere 
judicioufly  diminiflied  ;  though  his  maintenance 
was  ftill  amply  provided  for  by  the  allowance  of 
£.<2.o\  month  *. 

He  would  change  his  drefs  twenty  times  a  day, 
and  walk  about  his  room,  admiring  himfclf  with 
puerile  fatisfadion.  In  regard  to  his  religious 
opinioius,  he  had  a  faint  knowledge  of  the  Greek 
perfuafion,  and  ufed  frequently  to  pray  in  the 

I  am  not  at  present  at  liberty  to  mention,  I  coftipiled  the  whole  of 
my  narrative. 

It  is  barely  fufficient  to  notice  die  improbability  of  another  af- 
fertion  advanced  by  the  Biographer  of  Catharine,  th:it  Peter  In- 
tended to  nomiilate  Ivan  his  fucceflbr,  and  had  even  brought  hia 
to  Peterfburgh  for  that  purpofe,  where  he  is  laid  to  have  been  at 
the  time  of  the  revolution. 

*  An  ample  allowance  In  RulTia,  where  provifion:  were  io 
cheap. 

£  2  moll 
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mofl  fervent  manner.  Once  a  year  he  was  accuf- 
tomed  to  confcfs,  and  receive  the  facrament,  and 
often  boafted  of  obtaining  revelations  from  the 
angel  Gabriel. 

He  certainly  knew  that  the  emprefs  Elizabeth 
was  featcd  upon  tliat  throne  from  which  he  had 
been  depofcd ;  but  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
xvas  ever  acquainted  with  her  dealh,  and  the 
fubfequent  changes.  Peter  III.  foon  after  his 
accefllon,  came  to  Schluflclburgh,  accompani- 
ed by  Godovitch,  Leff  Alcx^ndrevitch  Narilh- 
kin,  V.olkof,  and  baron  Korf.  In  crofling  the* 
arm  of  the  Neva  to  the  ifland,  the  boat  which 
conveyed  Peter  and  his  fuite  ftruck  againil  a 
fragment  of  the  ftone,  and  was  nearly  overfet. 
On  landing,  the  emperor  fent  one  of  his  fuite  to 
the  governor,  with  an  order  of  admilTion  figned 
by  himfelf,  was  immediately  received  within  the 
fortrcfs,  and  conducted  to  the  prince's  apartment, 
Peter  for  a  fhort  time  remained  concealed,  while 
his  nobles  and  attendants  converfed  with  Ivan  j 
but  he  foon  joined  the  com])any,  drank  a  difh 
of  coffee,  and  entered  into  difcourfe  with  the 
prince. 

I  endeavoured  to  collect  fome  intelligence  of 
what  paffcd  at  this  conference  ;  but  the  informa- 
tion I  received,  even  from  peifons  of  good  au- 
thorit}',  was  extremely  various  and  contradi^o- 
ly.  Inftead,  therefore,  of  detailing  uncertain 
3  and 
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and  difcdrdant  anecdotes,  I  fliall  fubmit  to  the 
reader  a  tranflation  from  Bufching's  account  of 
this  interview,  which  miift  be  deemed  authentic, 
becaufe  he  received  it  from  baron  Korf,  who  was 
prefent. 

"  In  March  1762,  Peter  III.  defirous  of  feeing 
Ivan,  fet  off  early  in  the  morning  for  SchluiTel- 
burgh,  accompanied  l:)y  baron  Korf,  Leff  Alcx- 
andrievitch  Narifhkin,  and  Volkof.  He  travel- 
led with  poft-horfes,  and  kej)t  his  intention 
fo  fecret,  that  it  was  noon  before  his  uncle 
prince  George  of  Holftein  \vd.s  made  acquainted 
with  his  departure.  Peter  affumed  the  character 
of  an  officer;  and,  having  iliewn  the  governor  of 
Schluffelburgh  an  order  for  admiffion,  previoufly 
figned  by  himfelf,  went,  with  his  attendants,  to 
the  apartment  of  prince  Ivan,  v.hich  he  found  a 
wretched  place,  provided  with  the  meaneft  fur- 
niture. His  clothes  were  clean  and  in  good  con- 
dition, but  extremely  coarfe ;  and  he  was  remark- 
ably neat  in  his  perfon,  as  well  as  in  his  linen. 
He  had  tlie  appearance  of  an  idiot,  and  fpoke  in 
a  confufed  manner.  One  moment  he  affirmed 
that  he  was  the  emperor  Ivan  ;  and  the  next,  that 
the  foul  of  that  emperor,  who  ^\•as  no  longer 
alive,  had  migrated  into  his  body.  On  being 
afked  what  induced  him  to  imagine  that  he  was 
an  emperor ;  he  replied,  '  he  learnt  it  from  his 
parents  and  the  foldiers  who  guarded  him.'   Ee- 

E  'J  inic 
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ing  queftioned  whether  he  recollected  his  parents, 
he  anfu'cred  in  the  affirmative ;  and  then  hitter- 
ly  lamented,  that  tlie  emprefs  Elizabeth  had  al- 
ways kept  them,  as  well  as  himfelf,  in  a  MTetched 
ftate  ;  adding,  he  well  remembered  that  h^  and 
they  were  formerly  under  the  care  of  an  officer, 
>vho  was  the  only  peiTon-  that  had  ever  Ihewn 
them   any  tendernefs  or  humanity.     Korf  in- 
ftantly  demanding,  whether  he  frill  Ihould  know 
this  officer,   '■  1  could  not  recolle6l  him  at  pre- 
fent,'  anfwered  Ivan,  *  as  it  is  fo  long  ago  fince 
I  faw  him,  and  I  was  then  a  child  ;  but  his  name 
I  have  not  forgotten,  it  is  Korf'     The  general 
was  greatly  affe6tcd.     Ivan  had  heard  of  the 
great-duke*  and  his  wife;  and,  as  he  repeatedly 
faid  that  he  hoped  again  to  be  emperor,  he  was 
aiked  in  what  manner  he  would  then  behave  to 
them  ;  '  1  would  have  them  both  executed,  ■  re- 
turned the  prince.     Feter  was  much  fhocked 
he  determined,  however  f,  to  order  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  a  fmall  houfe  in  the  fortrefs  for  the  un- 
happy priibner,  and  propofcd  to  treat  him  in  a 

•  Namely,  Peter  and  Carharine. 

f  We  may  collect  from  thefe  expreffions,  that  Bufching  fuppof- 
cd  the  hcmfe  within  the  fmall  fortrefs  to  have  been  conftrufted  for 
Ivan,  and  not  for  the  emprefs  j  but  he  was  probably  unacquainted 
with  the  circumuance,  that  Ivan  was  removed  to  Kexliolm  the 
beginning  of  June;  this  removal  was  perhaps  occafioned  by  the 
defign  which  the  emperor  had  formed,  of  confining  the  emprefs  in 
the  fortrefs  of  SchlulTeiburgh.  When  Peter  vifittd  Schiufi'elburgh 
the  iliell  of  tl^e  hcule  \yas  nearly  finiihed. 

more 
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more  humane  manner.  Prince  George  of  Hol- 
ftein  even  advilcd  Peter  to  reftore  the  prince  to 
liberty,  to  fend  him  into  Germany,  togetlier 
wijth  his  father,  Anthony  Uhic,  and  the  reft  of 
his  family,  and  allo-w  them  a  handfome  penfion  ; 
but  the  emperor  did  not  fcem  to  approve  the 
advice  *. 

Tg  this  curious  account  I  am  enabled  to  add 
an  authentic  anecdote.  Peter  had  not  been  long 
with  Ivan  before  he  became  difpirited  and  fud- 
denly  indifpofed ;  he  accordingly  quitted  the 
room,  and  went  out  into  the  air.  "  I  feel  my- 
ie\£  now,"  faidhe,  to  one  of  his  fuitc,  ''much 
refrclhed;  I  was  indeed,  exceedingly  fliocked, 
and  very  near  fainting."  He  then  returned  into 
the  apartment,  and  renewed  his  converfation 
with  Ivan,  with  whom  he  ftaid  near  an  hour. 

Peter,  it  is  faid,  propofed  to  releafe  Ivan  from 
his  imprifonment ;  and  as  he  had  conceived  an 
idea  that,  perhaps,  policy  had  induced  the  prince 
to  counterfeit  idiotifm,*for  the  purpofe  of  difco- 
vering  the  truth,  he  ordered  a  -f  confidential  per- 
fon  to  remain  for  fome  days  in  Ivan's  apartment. 
This  perfon  foon  perceived  that  his  behaviour 
was  not  the  effect  of  diliimulation  ;  he  at  times 
talked  wildly,  as  if  lie  was  really  difordered  ir; 

•  See  Gefchichte  des  RuiTifcben  K:iyfers  Johann.  des  Dritten. 
Buf.  H.  M.  VI.  p.  530,  Sc  ieq. 

f  Volkof,  who  was  afterwards  governor  of  PetcrfburgU. 

E  4  his 
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his  underftanding;  and  frequently  with  raptures 
affertcd,  that  tlie  angel  Gabriel  appeared  to  him 
in  vifions,  and  brought  revelations  from  heaven. 
Being  afked  by  this  perfon,  why  he  imagined 
that  he  had  once  been  emperor,  he  replied,  "  I 
was  told  fo  by  one  of  my  guards,  Avho  looking 
ftedfaftly  at  me,  burft  fuddenly  into  tears;  on  my 
demanding  the  reafon,  he  informed  me,  that  he, 
as  well  as  the  whole  nation,  had  formerly  taken 
the  oath  of  allegiance  to  me  as  emperor;  and 
he  then  gave  me  the  account  of  my  dethrone- 
ment, and  of  the  acceffion  of  Elizabeth." 

Peter,  fully  convinced  that  Ivan's  under- 
ftanding v>'as  difordered,  foon  relinquiflied  all 
thoughts  of  releafmghim;  and  afterwards  or- 
dered him  to  be  fent  by  water  to  Kexholm,  a  for- 
trefs  fituated  in  a  fmall  ifland,  where  the  Voxen 
floNvs  into  the  lake  of  Ladoga.  He  was  con- 
veyed acrofs  that  lake  in  a  fmall  open  boat  to  a 
galliot,  which  lay  at  anchor  to  receive  him  at 
feme  diftance  from  Schlufielburgh.  The  wind 
being  boifierous,  and  the  water  extremely  agi- 
tated, he  at  firfl  trembled  with  fear;  but,  in  a 
fhort  tim.e,  became  compofed,  although  there 
arofe  a  violent  dorm,  which  the  watermen  could 
fcarcely  weather.  The  waves,  indeed,  ran  fo 
high,  that  the  boit  was  overfet;  and  the  prince 
was  not  faved  v.ithout the greateft  difficulty.  In 
the  .month  of  Au^uft,  lyan  was  again  removed 

fro^ 
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from  the  fortrefs  of  Kexholm  to  that  of  Scliluf- 
felbuigh,  by  order  of  the  emprefs  Catharine, 
The  carriage  in  which  lie  was  conduced  bicak- 
ing  down  near  the  village  of  Schlulfelburgh,  he 
was  led  through  the  place  covered  with  a  cloak, 
and  thus  fettled  again  in  hia  former  habitation*. 
This  unhappy  ftate-prifoner  was  detained  in 
the  fame  fortrefs  until  his  deceafe,  the  morning 
of  tlie  5th  I  of  July  1764.  Two  officers,  cap- 
tain Vlafief  and  lieutenant  Tchckin,  were  ap- 
pointed for  his  guard,  and  ftationed  in  his  apart- 
ment. In  the  fortrefs  was  a  company,  confid- 
ing of  near  an  hundred  foldiers,  of  whom 
eight  or  ten  ftood  centinel  in  the  corridore  clofo 
to  the  door  of  his  room,  and  within  the  pallage 
leading  to  it;  the  reft  were  pofted  in  the  guard- 
houfe,  at  the  gate,  and  in  different  parts  of  the 
fortrefs,  under  the  command  of  the  governor. 
At  that  time  the  regiment  of  Smolenfko  was 
quartered  in  the  village  of  Schluflelburgh ; 
and  every  week  an  hundred  men  relieved  the 
guard  in  the  fortrefs.  Vallili  jMirovitch,  an  un- 
der lieutenant  in  this  regiment,  by  attemptino- 
to  releafe  Ivan,  was  the  caufe  of  his  death.  He 
was  grandfon  of  the  rebel  of  the  fame  name, 
who  followed  JMazeppa  Iletman  of  the  Coliacs, 

•  Thefe  two  curious  circumftances  I  received  from  Berednikoif 
Ipmfelf. 
t  O.  £.    i6th  N.  S. 

when 
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when  he  revolted  from  Peter  the  Great,  and 
joined  Charles  XII.  in  .his  ill-concerted  expedi^ 
tion  into  the  Ukraine.  Mirovitch  had  applied 
to  the  emprefs  to  reftore  the  eftates  of  his  grands- 
father,  which  had  been  confifcated  after  the 
battle  of  Pultava;  but  meeting  with  a  refufal, 
as  well  in  this  as  in  other  applications,  he  formed 
the  defperate  refolution  of  delivering  Ivan,  and 
replacing  him  on  the  throne.  Being,  however, 
without  fortune  or  connexions,  the  means  he 
was  enabled  to  adopt  were  inadequate  to  the 
raihnels  of  the  enter^rize. 

A  few  months  before  thepurpofed  time  of  exe* 
cuting  this  daring  enterprize,  he  communicated 
it  at  Cafan  to  ApoUon  Uiliakof,  a  lieutenant  in 
the  reoiment  of  Veliki- Luki.  Thefe  twoafibci- 
ates  repaired  to  the  church  of  the  Virgin  Mary, 
where  they  took  an  oath  of  fecrecy  and  fidelity 
on  the  altar,  and,  mixing  fanaticifm  with  trea- 
fon,  invoked  the  Almighty  to  allift  and  fanctify 
their  deligns.  They  alfo  joined  in  drawing  up 
a  manifefto,  which  they  purpofed  to  diftribute  as 
foon  as  Ivan  fliould  be  reflored  to  liberty.  The 
execution  oi  this  enterprize  was  dtdayed  until 
fumnier ;  when  the  emprefs  was  expeded  to  be 
abfent  from  the  capital  on  an  expedition  into 
Livonia.  Soon  afterwards  Mirovitch  joined  his 
regiment,  which  was  quartered  at  Schluifel- 
burghj  bi^t  his  confederate  UHiakof  was  acci- 
dentally 
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dentally  drowned,  on  the  29th  of  IMarch,  in  his 
journey  to  Smolenfko. 

Alirovitch,  deprived  of  his  aifociate,  does  not 
appear  to  have  found  any  other  perfon  in  whom 
he  could  repofe  equal  confidence.  He  founded, 
however,  Tikon  Cafatkin,  a  fervant  of  the  court; 
and  artfully  endeavoured  to  infufe  into  his  mind 
rebellious  principles,  in  order  to  make  him,  at  a 
proper  feafon,  the  inftrument  of  his  purpofes. 
But  he  was  fomcMdiat  more  explicit  with  Simeon 
Tchevaridfef,  lieutenant  in  the  corps  of  artil- 
lery, to  whom  he  communicated,  firft,  by  dark 
and  obfcure  hints,  and  then  in  fomewhat  plainer 
terms,  a  dciign  of  releafmg-  Ivan,  and  of  con- 
du<?^ing-  him  to  that  corps  ftationed  at  Petcrf- 
burgh.  But  he  mentioned  it  merely  as  a  proje^f, 
without  fixing  any  precifc  time  for  attempting 
it,  or  naming  himfelf  as  the  perfon  Mho  would 
dare  to  undertake  it. 

With  fo  little  management,  and  no  precaution 
in  cafe  of  failure,  did  Mirovitch  refolve  to  carry 
his  defign  into  execution ;  but  he  was  upon  duty 
during  a  whole  week  in  the  fortrefs,  without  find- 
ing a  favourable  opportunity.  He  obferved, 
however,  and  fet  a  private  mark  on  the  door 
of  Ivan's  apartment,  and  lliewed  it  to  Simeon 
Tchevaridfef,  who  came  from  Peterfburgh  to 
vifit  him.  At  the  clofe  of  the  week  his  turn  ex- 
pired; but  he  obtained;  under  fome  fpecious  pre- 
tences, 
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tence,  the  permiffion  of  being  continued  on 
guard  on  the  evening  of  tlie  4th  of  July  *  .  He 
did  not,  however,  previoufly  gain  more  than  one 
common  foldier,  whofe  name  was  Jacob  Pifkof* 
It  was  not  till  about  ten  at  night  that  he  firft 
hinted  his  intention  to  three  corporals  and  two 
foldjcrs,  who,  though  they  at  firft  pofitively  re^ 
fufed  to  join  him,  yet,  by  the  affiftance  of  Piflcof, 
and  by  his  own  artful- perfuafions,  were  at  length 
prevailed  upon  to  favour  his  dcfigns  ;  but  could 
jiot  be  induced  to  a6l  with  that  determined  refo- 
lution  which  the  circumftances  required.  On 
the  contrary,  they  continued  wavering,  and 
alarmed  with  the  danger,  propofed  to  defer  the 
cnterprize  until  a  more  convenient  opportunity, 
Mirovitch  at  firft  artfully  appeared  to  yield  to 
their  fears ;  but  between ,  one  and  two  in  the 
morning  he  fuddenly  renewed  his  foli citations; 
when,  incapable  of  refifting  his  plaufible  man- 
ner, the  diftribution  he  made  among  them  of 
fome  money,  the  promife  of  more,  the  expeda-. 
tion  of  great  promotion,  and  his  authority,  as 
commanding  officer,  they  wei^  induced  to  fe-» 
cond  his  attempt. 

Having  thus  fecured  fix  affiftants,  he  fummon- 
cd  about  forty  of  the  foldiers  fi;ationed  in  thalj 
part  of  the  fortrefs,  fome  of  whom  were  aflecp, 

•  i^th,  o.  s. 

and 
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and  others  upon  guard;  and,  under  pretence  of 
an  order  from  the  emprcfs,  commanded  them  td 
load  their  pieces  with  ball,  and  to  follow  him ; 
and,  before  they  were  aware  of  his  intention,  led 
them  towards  the  apartment  of  Ivan.     In  his 
way  he  was  met  by  Bercdnikof  the  goveraor. 
This  officer  had  retired  to  reft,  but  being  alanned 
by  one   of  the  guards,  haftily  dreffed  himfelf, 
and  accofting  Mirovitch,   commanded  him  to 
declare  the  caufe  of  the  difturbancc.    Mirovitch 
returned  no   anfwer ;  but,    ftriking  him  on  the 
forehead  with  the  hut-end  of  his  mufket,  deli- 
vered him  a  prifoner  to  fome  of  his  party,   and 
with  the  remainder  advanced  to  a  wooden  gate, 
which  guarded  the  palVage  leading  to  the  prince's 
apartment      He    demanded    admittance ;    but 
meeting  with  a  refufal  from  the  cenlinels,  or- 
dered his  followers  to  difcharge  their  mufkets, 
and  force  their  way ;  they  obeyed,  and  the  cen- 
tinels  returned  the  fire.     The  foldiers,  deceived 
by  Mirovitch,  had  expc61:ed  no  oppofition;  fur- 
prized,  therefore,  and  alarmed  at  the  refiftance 
of  the  centinels,  they  retired  with  precipitation, 
notwithftanding  all  the  efforts  of  their  leader, 
and  inlifted  on  feeing  the  order  of  the  emprefs. 
Mirovitch  immediately  read  to  them  a  paper  *, 

which 

•  It  is  difficult,  at  this  diftance  of  time,  to  find  out  the  content* 
«f  this  paper  j  but  it  appeared,  from  the  examination  of  Mirovitch 

and 
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which  he  had  forged,  at  the  bottom  of  which  he 
had  counterfeited  the  imperial  fgnature ;  and  as 
it  was  no  difficult  matter  to  deceive  ignorant 
men,  few  of  v.  hom  could  read,  he  prevailed  upon 
them  by  entreaties,  promifes,  and  threats,  to  make 
a  fecond  attempt.  During  this  fliort  interval, 
a  cannon  was  drawn  from  one  of  the  bafiions, 
which  Mirovitch  himfelf  pointed  againftthepaf- 
fage  leading  to  the  prince's  apartment,  when  the 
door  was  fuddenly  opened,  and  the  whole  party 
fuffered  to  enter  without  oppofition. 

On  the  firft  attempt  of  ]\Iirovitch,  Vlafief  and 
Tchekin  had  difperfed  the  aifailants  by  ordering 
the  centinels  to  fire;  but  when  they  returned, 
and  Mirovitch,  with  his  cannon  pointed,  fcemed 
determined  to  force  his  way,  the  officers,  finding 
no  poflibility  of  further  refiftance,  attacked  M'ith 
their  drawn  fwords  the  unfortunate  objc6l  of  this 
contcft,  who  had  been  awakened  by  the  tumult, 


and  his  affocbtes,  to  have  been  obfcurely  drawn  up.  As  he  af- 
ferted  that  what  he  read  to  them  iflued  from  tlie  emprefs,  he  could 
not  lay  open  his  defign'ofreleafing  Ivan  ;  and  probably  the  paper 
contained  only  an  order  to  take  the  prince  from  the  cuftody  of 
Viallef  and  Tchekin,  who  might  be  reprei'ented  as  betraying  their 
truft:  this  fuppofition  is  confirmed  by  the  violent  abufe  which  the 
foluiers,  on  tlieir  return  to  the  fecond  attack,  threw  out  againft  thefc 
two  officers.  Nikita  Lebedef,  the  next  in  command  to  Miroviich, 
was  the  only  perfbn  vho  perceived  that  the  order  was  counterfeit- 
ed, artti,  thoiifla  he  did  not  affift  Mirovitch,  he  was  afterwards  pu- 
nched fornot  difcovcring.theIm.pQiiltion  to  the  mifguided  foldiers. 

and 
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and  had  ftarted  out  of  bed.  The  prince,  though 
^\'ithouf  any  weapon,  and  ahnoft  naked,  yet,  ani- 
mated with  defpair,  made  a  vigorous  defence;  he 
parried  their  repeated  thrufts;  and,  though 
pierced  through  the  hand,  broke  one  of  their 
fwords,  until  overpowered  and  ftabbed  in  feve- 
ral  places,  he  was  difpatched  by  a  wound  in  the 
back.  The  officers  immediately  threw  open  the 
door,  and,  pointing  to  the  body  of  Ivan,  ex- 
claimed, "Here  is  your  emperor*!"  Miro- 
vitch,  beholding  the  dead  body,  ftarted  ba^k  in 
an  agony  of  furprize;  foon,  however,  recoUeft- 
ing  himfelf,  he  made  no  other  attempt;  but  re- 
turned with  perfe6i  compofure  to  the  governor, 

•  Such  was  the  account  of  this  tranfaftion,  which  I  received  from 
the  governor;  but  I  deem  it  a  duty  to  infert  a  note  from  the  earl 
of  Buckinghamfhire  to  the  earl  of  Hardwicke,  which  relates  more 
circumftantially  the  behaviour  of  Mirovitch. 

July  26th,  1764. 
"  The  officer  then  (after  having  ftabbed  Ivan)  produced  the 
body  to  the  lieutenant  and  his  foldiers,  and  told  them  they  might 
now  do  with  their  emperor  what  they  thought  proper.  Mirvitz 
carried  the  Corps  to  the  foot  of  the  guard,  and  covered  it  with  the 
colours,  and  then,  with  all  his  foldiers,  proftratcd  himfelf  before  it, 
and  kifled  the  hands;  then  taking  off  his  own  gorget,  fafli,  and 
fword,  laid  them  by  the  body,  and  addreffing  himfelf  to  the  colonel 
of  Korgalow,  who  was  then  arrived,  and  yjointing  to  the  body,  told 
him,  *  There  is  your  emperor,  you  may  do  as  you  pleafe.  Adverfe 
fortune  has  blafted  my  defign.  I  mourn  not  for  my  own  fate,  but 
for  the  mifery  of  my  poor  fellow  foldiers,  the  innocent  viClims  of  my 
undertaking.'  He  then  embraced  the  under  officers,  and  fur- 
rendered  himfelf  and  his  foldiers," 

and 
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and  delivering  up  his  fwOrd,  calmly  faid,  "  I  am 
now  your  prifoner.*' 

On  the  following  day,  the  body  of  Ivan  was 
expofed  in  a  iliirt  and  pair  of  drawers  before  the 
guard -boufe  in  the  fortrcfs,  whither  an  immenfe 
concoinTe  of  people  flocked  from  all  quarters.  I 
was  informed  by  a  gentleman*,  who  was  prefent 
on  the  occafion,  that  he  found  it  impoflible  to 
defcribe  the  animated  grief  which  appeared  in 
the  countenances,  attitudes,  and  expreffions  of 
the  people  at  the  fight  of  a  prince,  who  had  once 
been  feated  upon  the  throne,  Mhofe  misfortune 
only,  and  no  crime,  had  occafioned  his  impri- 
fonment,  and  whofe  wretched  exiftence  had  been 
prematurely  clofed  by  the  hand  of  violence. 
The  concourfe  at  laft  beino;  fo  Pieat  as  to  excite 
apprehenfions  of  a  tumult,  the  body  was  wrap- 
ped in  a  fheep-fkin,  put  into  a  cothn,  and  buried 
in  an  antient  chapel  of  the  fortrefs,  which  is  now 
demoliflied. 

According  to  the  Information  I  received  from 
thofe  who  had  feen  the  body  of  Ivan,  he  was  fix 
feet  in  height,  handfome.  and  athletic  ;  he  had 
fmall  fiery  eyes,  reddilh  hair  and  Beard,  and  a 
complexion  uncommonly  fair,  though  pallid 
from  confinement. 

The  account  of  this  wild  enterprize,  and  of 

•  Mr.  Lieman, 

Ivan's 
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Ivan's  death,  was  forwarded  to  count  Panin,  to- 
gether with  feveral  copies  of  the  manifefto, 
found  upon  Mirovitch.  It  contained  the  moil 
virulent  abufe  and  dreadful  imprecations  againft 
the  emprefs,  who  was  reprefented  as  an  ufurpcr 
of  the  throne  of  which  Ivan  was  the  lawful  fo- 
vereign;  and  the  copies  were  to  have  been  dif- 
tributed  as  foon  as  the  prince  ihould  be  refcued 
and  brought  to  the  capital.  Count  Panin  dif- 
patched  immediate  intelligence  to  the  emprefs 
in  Livonia;  who  commanded  lieutenant-general 
We3miar  to  repair  without  delay  to  'Schlulfcl- 
burgh,  to  examine  Mirovitch  and  his  affociates. 
This  information,  together  with  the  confeffion  of 
INIirovitch  and  his  accomplices,  was  laid  before  a 
committee  compofed  of  five  principal  ecclefi- 
aftics,  the  fcnate,  and  of  other  nobles  high  in  rank 
and  office.  !Mirovitch  and  his  abettors,  being 
removed  to  Petcrfburgh,  were  examined  at  dif- 
ferent times  before  this  committee,  both  fepa- 
rately  and  together ;  and  the  refult  of  all  thefe 
enquiries  tended  to  ihew,  that  Mirovitch  had 
not  been  inftigated  to  this  attempt;  but  had 
originally  contrived  the  plot,  and  a«51ed  through- 
out the  whole  tranfa6lion  folely  from  himfelf. 

During  feveral  meetings  held  on  this  occallon, 
^lirovitch  aftonifhcd  the  committee  by  his  in- 
folent  and  undaunted  behaviour ;  at  laft,  how- 
ever, he  wds  brought  in  fome  nicafuje  to  a  fenfe 

VOL.  III.  F  of 
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,of  his  crime,  by  the  reprefentations  of  the  arcb- 
bilhop  of  Roftof,  and  four,  nobles  fpetially  de- 
puted for  that  purpofe,  antl  Ix'ing  again  cxhort- 

-►€d  to  confefs  if  he  had  anyiafibciates,  he  firmly 
replied,  ,"  As  a  man  devoted  to  die,  I  folemnly 
declare,  that  my  confeffion  contains  all  I  know. 
I  call  upon  the  Almighty  to  witnefs  the  truth  of 
this  alTertiou,  and  denounce  his  fevercft  venge- 
ance upon  me  in  the  next  world,  if  I  have  mif- 
reprefented  any  circumftance,  or  concealed  any 

;accomplice.''     Being  convicted  of  high  treafon, 

JiCAvas  condemned  tolofe  his  head  ;  and  the  bo- 
dy, togetlierwith the fcaffoid  upon  which  he  was 
to  fuffer,  were  ordered  to  be  burnt  upon  the  fpot. 
The  fentcnce  was  performed  on  the  20th  of 
September,  in  the  city  of  Peterfburgh.  Miro- 
vitch  walked  to  the  place  of  execution  along 
the  flreet^,  through  an  innumerable  concourfe  of 
people,  with  an  unconcerned  air,  and  fteady 
countenance.  Having  mounted  the  fcaftbld,  he 
caft  his  eyes  around  him  with  a  look  of  indiffer- 
ence, then  crolfed  himfelf,  and  Asithout  uttering 
a  fmgle  word  *,  laid  down  his  head  upon  the 
block,  and  it  was  fevered  from  his  body  at  one 
ftroke. 

jNIirovitch  alone  fuiFered  capitally ;  his  abet- 

*  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  Mirovitch  was  not 
SPgged*  as  has  been  falfely  afferted. 

tors 
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tors  were  fubjected  to  different  penalties,  accord- 
ing to  the  degrees  of  their  guilt.  Pifkof,  ^ho 
was  the  moft  criminal,  was  fentenced  to  run  the 
gauntlet  twelve  times  through  a  line  of  a  thou- 
fand  men,  and  his  five  affociates  ten  times ;. they 
"Svere  then  condemned  for  lif;e^o  hard  labour  and 
imprifonment ;  a  fentence  heavier  than  death  it- 
felf.  It  is  needlefs  to  difcriminate  the  penalties 
impofed  upon  the  others,  which  confiftcd  chiefly 
in  the  gauntlet,  in  degradation,  and  in  condem- 
nation to  ferve  in  diflant  garrifons.  It  will  be 
fufficient  to  obferve,  that  fifty-five  delinquents 
were  involved  in  the  guilt  of  Mirovitch :  to 
thefemuft  be  added  Cafatkin  and  Tchevaridfef, 
who  were  convi6led  of  holding  treafonable  con- 
veifations  with  him.;  and  Nikita  Lebedef,  who 
was  punillied  for  not  having  undeceived  the  fol- 
diers,  by  expofing  the  falfity  of  the  order  forged 
by  Mirovitch. 

Such  are  the  principal  fa6ls  which  I  was  al)le 
to  coUeft  rerpe61ing  the  life  and  death  of  Ivan; 
and  I  have  endeavoured  to  ftate  them  Avith  per- 
fect impartiality.  The  fame  regard  to  truth  pre- 
vents me  from  concealing  reports  induftrioully 
circulated,  that  the  court  not  only  connived  at, 
but  even  encouraged  the  attempt  of  IMirovitch. 
■The  accufation  is  thus  ftated.  Orders  were  pre- 
vioufly  given  to  Vlaficf  and  Tchekin  to  deflrov 
Ivan,  if  any  attempt  to  releafe  him  iliould  be 

F  2  likely 
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likely  to  fucceed,  and  for  the  purpofe  of  ftirnifli- 
ing  them  with  a  pretence  for  difpatching  him, 
Mirovitch  was  privately  inftigated  to  fonn  a 
confpiracy  in  Itis  favour.  In  fiipjDort  of  this  accu- 
fation  it  is  urged:  1.  In  the  attack  of  Miro- 
vitch and  his  party  on  the  guards  of  Ivan,  not 
one  perfon  on  either  fide  was  either  killed  or 
wounded.  2.  The  conduftof  Mirovitch  on  the 
failure  of  his  project,  his  daring  behaviour  under 
his  trial,  and  his  calm  compofure  at  the  place  of 
execution,  are  not,  on  any  other  fuppofition,  to 
be  accounted  for.  3.  Orders  were  given  to 
Vlafief  and  Tchekin  for  putting  Ivan  to  death ; 
and  they  were  promoted  for  executing  thofe 
orders. 

1.  With  refpeft  to  the  firft  aflertion,  we  may 
readily  allow  the  fa6l  to  have  been  very  extraor- 
dinary, but  by  no  means  improbable.  It  is  a 
well-known  circumftance,  that  in  the  outfliirts 
of  an  army  large  bodies  of  light  troops  frequent- 
ly approach  clofe  to  each  other,  and  fire  without 
effe6t.  And  if  this  frequently  happens  in  the- 
day-time ;  the  probability  is  ftill  further  increaf- 
ed,  when  we  conlider  that  the  rencounter  in 
queftion  happened  at  two  m  the  morning,  and 
in  the  midft  of  a  thick  fog  *.  Nor  is  it  extra- 
ordinary 

•  The  truth  of  this  circumftance  has  been  erroneoufly  called  in 
queftion ;  for  I  was  informed  at  Schluflelbuj-gh,  that  almoft  every 
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ordinary  that  the  centinels  of  Ivan,  who  were 
but  few,  and  fome  of  thefe  few  flieltered  in  the 
paffag-e,  and  others  prol)ably  behind  the  pillars 
of  the  corridore,  iliould  not  be  wounded  by  the 
random  fliots  of  the  alfailants,  wavering  in  their 
refolutions,  and  uncertain  whether  to  comply 
with,  or  difobey,  the  orders  of  their  leader. 
With  refped  to  the  party  of  Mirovitch,  the  vhole 
number  did  not  attack  in  a  coUedive  body ; 
many  of  them  continued  at  fome  diftance  ;  and 
they  were  all  fo  alarmed  at  the  unexpected  re- 
turn of  their  fire,  that  they  inftantly  difperfed, 
and  probably  before  all  the  guards  had  difcharg-* 
cd  their  mufkets  ;  and  as  the  guard  confided 
only  of  eight  or  ten,  as  the  night  was  dark,  and 
the  area  large,  it  cannot  be  deemed  furpvifing 
that  they  milled  the  affailants.  To  a  perfon  who 
has  been  upon  the  fpot,  and  examined  the  pofi- 
tion  of  the  place,  thefe  fuppofitions  are  far  from 
appearing  improbable ;  whereas,  on  the  other  hand, 
if  we  conclude  the  whole  to  have  been  concerted, 
we  muft  allow  that  every  individual,  on  both 
fides,  was  previoufly  informed  that  the  attack, 
as  well  as  defence,  fliould  be  feigned  :  a  cafe  in 
itfelf  impoflible,  that  a  defign  of  fuch  impor- 
tance, and  the  mode  of  accomplilhing  it,  iliould 

morning  in  fummer  a  fog  precedes  fun-rife,  which  is  naturally  ac» 
counted  for  from  the  fituation  of  the  illand  on  which  the  fortrefs 
(lands,  in  a  marfliy  foil,  and  clofe  to  the  largeft  lake  in  Europe. 

Y  3  be 
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be  enlrufted  to  fo  many,  and  thofe  of  no  higher 
rank  than  common  foldiers  *. 
-  2.  The  fecond  argument  is  drawn  from  the 
conduft  of  Mirovitchon  the  death  of  Ivan,  dur- 
ing his  trial,  and  at  the  place  of  execution.     In 
regard  to  his  behaviour  on  the  death  of  Ivan,  it  is 
obje6led,   that,  inftead  of  attempting  to  make 
any  rcfiftance,  he  calmly,  and  of  his  own  accord, 
delivered  himfelf  a  prifoner.     To  this  it  may  be 
anAvered,  that  he  had  founded  all  his  hopes  of 
fuccefs  on  obtaining  pofl'effion  of  Ivan's  peifon  ; 
the  moment,  therefore,  that  thofe   hopes  were 
fruftrated  bv  the  death  of  the  prince,  his  fate  was 
decided.     He  had  great  dithculty  in  perfuading 
the  folciers  to  make  the  fecond  attack,  when  the 
prince   was    alive;    what   afliftance,    therefore, 
could  be  expected  from  them  when  they  knew 
that  he  was  dead  ?  They  had  no  other  object 
thantoreleafe  Ivan,  and  had  even  been  unwilling- 
ly hurried  on  to  favourthat  attempt.    Could  ^li- 
rovitch  fuppofe  that  they  would  defperately  aflift 
him  in  attacking  the  officers,  and  in  forcing  an 
efcape?    And  indeed  whither  could  heefcape? 
He  could  neithcrconceal  himfelf  in  the  fortrefs; 

*  In  reply  to  this  argument,  it  has  been  faid  that  the  cartridges 
diftributed  to  the  foldiers  on  both  fides  were  without  balls  ;  but  no 
authority  has  ever  been  adduced  in  fupport  ot  this  afi'eition.  If  we 
could  fuppoie  that  the  murder  was  committed  intentionally,  ball- 
cartridu,es  could  not  have  been  withheld  from  a  motive  of  humanity. 

nor 
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nor  could  he  eafily  withdraw  from  the  ifland. 
He  had,  therefore,  no  other  alternative  than  felf- 
deftru6tion,  or  an  immediate  ftirrender.-  His 
preference  of  a  furrcnder  may  be  attributed  to 
impulfe  of  the  moment,  or  rather  perliaps  to  the 
cool  intrepidity  of  his  character.  He  had  ven- 
tured his  life  and  fortunes  upon  one  riflv  of  ex- 
treme hazard,  and  when  that  failed  him,  he  knew 
and  was  prepared  for  the  word,  and  fiillenly  re- 
figned  himfelf  to  his  fate.  Rut  after  all,  it  is  too 
much  to  expeet  that  we  iliould  juftify  the  con- 
dtK*^  of  an  enthufiaft,  in  the  moment  of  difap- 
pointment  and  dcfpair,  on  the  principlesof  found-^ 
'judgment  ai;d  deliberate  reafon  *. 

His 


*  I  cannot  in  this  place  avoid  citing  a.  paflage  from  an  anony- 
mous author,  who  fnppol'es  a  colluiion  between  Mirovitch  and  the 
court:  "  Apres  un  fi  nohle  exploit  MefTrs.  Wlalief  &  Tchekin 
jettent  le  corps  du  prince  ailhinn?  deyant  la.  porte;  et  par  un  eftet 
niiraculeux  Mirovitz,  <]uine  ccnniji([o:t  alors  letrince  Ixian  que  de  nom, 
h  recofffioit  dans  ce  inoment  pour  Jon  empenur  non  obf.ant  le  brouillard 
epais,'"'  A  ftrange  objeftion  !  as  if,  becaufe  Mirovitch  was  not 
a<:quaintQ4  with  the  perfpn  pf  Ivan,  he  (hould  rjot  know,  or  at 
Ipaft,  belieye,  the  dead  body  to  be  his,  when  the  guards  cried  out, 
'*  Here  is  your  eniperor  !  '  Could  he  conceive  they  had  murder-, 
ed  an  innocent  perfon,  merely  with  the  view  of  deluding  him? 
And  were  not  the  doors  of  the  apartment  thrown  open,  and  heat 
full  liberty  to  fcarcli  and  fatisfy  himfelf?  Another  palTage  from 
the  fame  author  muft  be  meijtioned  for  its  glaring  falfity :  "  Le 
coup  inattendu  le  frappa  tellement;  qu'il  temoigne  fon  repentir  et 
fon  affliflion  a  toute  .fa  trpupe,  fe  rend  prifonnier ;  et  de  toiite  fa 
garde  qui  etoit  cof/tplice  du  mme  crime,  lui  feul  qui  en  eji  le  chef  ejl 

F  i^  arretf, 
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His  daring  infolence  before  the  committee, 
and  his  calm  indifference  at  the  place  of  exccii- 
-  tion,  are,  it  is  alleged,  not  to  be  accounted 
for,  but,  on  the  fuppofition  that  he  either 
endeavoured  to  prevent  the  idea  of  collufion,  or, 
becaufe  he  was  fecure  of  pardon.  It  is  furmifed, 
therefore,  that  he  was  only  to  lay  down  his  head 
on  the  block,  and  a  reprieve  was  to  be  ready  at 
the  place  of  execution.  To  this  I  briefly  anfwer, 
that  it  is  not  to  be  conceived  by  what  promifes 
a  man  could  poffibly  be  perfiiaded  to  hazard 
himfelf  in  fo  critical  a  {late.  What  could  in- 
duce him  to  rifk  his  life  under  a  momentary 
ftroke,  to  be  given  or  fufpended  by  a  power  in- 
terefted  in  his  deftruClion  r  for  the  dead  betray 
nothing  ;  and  his  death  would  preclude  all  dif- 
covery  of  fo  infamous  a  tranfaction.  And  thefe 
ftrange  fuppofitions  are  advanced,  as  if  no  rebel 

arretiy  et  lui  feul  en  eft  puni."  The  reader  will  be  able  to  judge 
whether  the  foldiers  who  afTifted  Mirovitch  were  equally  guilty 
with  him ;  and  whether  he  was  the  only  perfon  arrefted,  and  the 
only  perfon  puniflied.  The  author  of  the  above  malevolent  para- 
graph did  not  know,  perhaps,  that,  by  the  laws  of  Ruffia,  capital 
penalties  are  feldom  inflifted  ;  or  that  the  accomplices  of  Mirovitch 
were  feverely  punilhed.  We  may  remind  him,  that  even  in  the 
rebellion  of  Pugatchef,  thatimpoftor  and  four  of  his  principal  con^ 
federates  Were  the  only  perfons  who  fuft'ered  death ;  the  other  re- 
bels were  knooted  and  condemned  to  hard  labour  and  imprifon- 
ment.  The  caufe  muft  be  very  bad  indeed,  when  its  defenders 
have  recourfe  to  fuch  frivolous  obje6t:ions,  and  fuch  glaring  falfe- 
hoods.     See  Pieces  concernant  la  Mort  du  Prince  Ivan. 

was 
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was  ever  undaunted  during  trial ;  nor  any  ma- 
Icfador  ever  met  death  with  finnnefs  and  even 
indifference. 

3.  With  reipect  to  the  third  argument,  which 
refts  on  the  previous  orders  to  the  officers  Vla- 
fief  and  Tcliekin,  their  execution  of  thofe  orders, 
and  promotion  in  confequence,  I  clearly  and  de- 
cifively  reply,  that  Inch  orders  were  not  peculiar 
to  the  guards  of  Ivan;  they  are  always  given  to 
thofe  who  are  appointed  to  fecure  ftate-prilbners 
of  any  confequence  in  Rufllia.  During  the  whole 
reign  of  Elizaheth,  this  precaution  had  always 
been  taken ;  and  the  orders  were  renewed,  when^ 
ever  the  perfons  entrufted  with  the  care  of  Ivan 
were  changed.  '^ 

But,  in  fupport  of  this  argument,  it  is  further 
alleged,  that  the  officers  were  too  precipitate  in 
difpatching  the  prince ;  they  might  have  con- 
veyed hini  to  fome  place  of  greater  fecurity, 
when  the  confpirators  had  been  repulfcd  in  their 
firft  onfet.  But  whither  could  they  convey  him  ^ 
they  could  not  conceal  him  in  the  fortrefs,  or 
remove  him  from  the  ifland.  There  could  be  no 
apartment  more  fecure  than  that  in  which  he  was 
confined  ;  and  even  if  they  had  attempted  to  re- 
move him,  the  iliortncfs  of,  the  interval  between 
the  firft  and  fecond  allault  would  have  prevented 
them.  The  alTailants  inilantly  returned  as  foon 
as  the  forged  order  was  read  to  them,  and  they 

returned 
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retitrned  with  a  loaded  caniitiii.'  "It  follows, 
therefore,  that  the  officers  and  centinels  found 
themfelvea  incapahle  of  refiftanctf,  '  arid  that' 
Ivan  muft  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  JMiro- 
vitch ;  they  had,  therefore',  no  other  alternative 
than  16  ptithim  to  death.  DrcadtliV  alternative' 
indeed!  but  v/hich  they  were  obliged  to  em- 
bract,' for  the  prefervatibhbf  the  public  tranquil- 
lity.' If  they  performed  their  duty  in  this  emer- 
gency; the  approbation  of  their  fovereign,  and 
their  fubfequent  promotion,  were  the  natural, 
and,  I  even 'add,  thejuft  confequences. 

But  furely  the  Avhole  condu6l  of  Mirovitch, 
his  afibciatibn  with  Uihakof,  theiY  oath  of  fide- 
lity, the  violent  manifefto  againft  the  cmprefs, 
tos'ether  with  his  treafonable  intercourfe  with 
Cafatkin  and  Tchevaridfcf,  are  evident  proofs 
that  his  defign  was  not  feigned,  that  it  originat- 
ed from  himfelf,  and  had  been  planned  fome 
time  before  an  oppoi  tunity  offered  for  its  execu- 
tion. To  fuppofe  that  the  emprefs  had  formed 
the  projec-lof  deftroying  Ivan,  thatfhe  employed 
Mirovitch  as  the  inftrument,  that  ihe  fccrctly 
promifed  him  his  paVdort,  that  flie  futfcred  him 
to  go  to  the  place  of  execution  fully  fccure  of  a 
^eprie^'c,  that  ihe  there  deceived  him,  that  ihe 
^uniOicd  his  affociates,  of  v»hofe  ciiminality  fhe 
Avas  herfclf  tlie  immediate  caufc,  imply'  fuch  aii 
abfurd  complication  of  the  bafcft  fraud  and  hor- 

rit| 
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rid  barbarity,  that  we  oiiglit  not  to  liften  to  the' 
imputation,  Mere  it  founded  even  on  fome  degree 
of  probable  conje61u  re;  whereas  the  arguments 
alleged  amount  only  to  mere  furmifes  and  vague 
fuppofitions  ;  and  are  totally  refuted  by  the  moft 
valid  arguments  and  indifputable  teftimony. 

I  eannot  clofethis  hiftory  without  annexing  a 
fhort  account  of  Ivan's  family;  ^  -  His  father  An- 
thony Ulric  was  fon  of  Ferdinand  Albert,  by 
Antonietta  Amelia,  fifter  of  Charlotte  Chriftina, 
who  efpoufed  the  tzarovitch  vVlex^y.  He  was 
brother  of  Charles  duke  of  BrunfMack,  and  of 
that  diftii^guilhed general  prince  Ferdinand.  An^ 
thony  Ulric  M'as  born  in  1714;  in  1 733  was  be- 
trothed, on  his  arrival  at  Peterfburgh,  to  tlie 
princefs  Anne  of  Mecklcnburgh,  the  nrefumptive 
heirefs  of  the  Ruffian  throne.  He  ferved  in  the 
campaign  againft  the  Turks,  under  general 
Munic,  affifted  at  the  frege  ofOtchakof,  and  was 
a  true  Brunfwic  for  valour  and  fpirit  of  enterprize. 
On  the  14th  of  July  17 39,  his  nuptials  with  the 
pi'incefs  Anne  M'ere  celebrated  M'ith  great  magni- 
ficence. On  the  day  of  that  ceremony,  "  *  who 
would  have  imagined  that  their  union  would 
one  day  produce  their  greateft  misfortune  ?"' 
and  that  the  prince  was  called  into  Rufiia,  not 
to  lliare  a  throne,  but  a  prifon,  with  his  confort.^ 

The   mother    of   Ivan,  Elizabeth   Catharine 

*  Manftein's  Memoirs,  p.  2.\B. 

Chriftina, 
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Chriftina,  was  daughter  of  Charles  Leopold  duke 
of  Mecklenburgh,  by  Catharine  Ivanofna ;  ihe 
"was  born  in  1718,  and  in  1731  invited  to  Peteif- 
burgh  by  her  aunt  the  emprefs  Anne.  Having 
embraced  the  Greek  religion,  fliewas  re-baptized 
by  the  name  of  Anne,  and  efpoufed  in  1739  An- 
thony Ulric.  Soon  after  the  birth  of  Ivan,  flie 
"ivas  not  only  excluded  from  the  throne,  but  even 
from  any  Ihare  in  the  adminiftration  of  affairs 
during  her  fon's  minority,  by  the  intrigues  of 
Biron,  who,  upon  the  acccflion  of  Ivan,  was  de- 
clared regent.  Having,  by  the  affiftance  pf  count 
Munic,  arrefted  Biron,  the  princefs  Anne  affum- 
ed  the  regency  and  title  of  great-duchefs,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  declaring  herfelf  emprefs, 
when  Ehzabeth  feized  the  reigns  of  govern- 
ment. 

Upon  that  revolution  this  illuftrious  couple 
were  fucceflively  confined  at  Riga,  Dunemund, 
and  Oranienbaum :  from  thence  they  were  re-^ 
moved  to  Solomonfkoi  Oftrof,  an  ifland  in  the 
White  Sea,  and,  finally,  to  Kolmogori,  a  fmall 
town,fituatedinanillandof  the  Dyina,  about  40 
miles  from  Archangel.  Anne  had  four  children 
by  her  hufband  during  their  johit  imprifonment, 
and  died  in  child-bed  at  Kolmogori,  in  March 
1746.  Her  body  was  brought  to  Peterfburgh, 
and  buried  in  the  church  of  the  convent  of  St. 
Alexander  Nevfki. 

^l^nftein 
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Aianfteiii  *  has  well  drawn  the  weak,  caprici- 
ous, and  indecifive  chara6ler  of  the  regent  Anne ; 
who,  with  a  moderate  degree  of  firmnefs  and 
prudence,  might  have  defeated  the  defigns  of 
Elizabeth ;  but  an  anecdote,  recorded  by  Buf- 
ching,  will  perhaps  difplay,  in  theftrongeft  light, 
her  mild  and  indolent  character.  During  her 
confinement  in  the  fortrcfs  of  Riga,  the  prince 
of  Brunfwick  frequently  blamed  her  for  having 
difregarded  the  information  ihe  daily  received 
concerning  the  attempts  of  the  oppofite  party  j 
once  in  particular  he  vehemently  reproached  her 
for  rejeding  his  advice  to  arreft  Elizabeth,  ad- 
ding, '^  had  that  advice  been  followed,  you  and 
your  family  would  not  have  been  involved  in 
your  prefent  misfortunes."  "  It  may  be  fo," 
returned  the  princefs,  with  great  indifference ; 
"  but  I  fhall  never  repent  of  my  condu6l :  and 
it  is  better  as  it  is,  than  to  have  preferved  our  fo- 
Vereignty  by  fliedding  a  deluge  of  bloody." 

Befides  Ivan,  fhe  left  four  children,  two  fons, 
and  as  many  daughters,  who  were  confined  with 
their  father  at  Koimogori. 

Anthony  Ulric  died  in  1776,  in  the  35th  year 
of  his  imprifonment,  and  in  the  63d  of  his  age. 

•  Memoirs,  p.  316. 

t  Buf.  Hift.  Mag.  vol,  I.  p.  32.  Bufching  had  this  anecdote 
from  a  favourite  maid  of  honour  who  attended  the  recent  in  her 
confinement. 

He 
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He  had  been  long  aftiici^d' with  the  gout,  and  a 
year  before  his  death  was  totally  blind. 

The  place  of  their  confinement  at  Kolmogori 
was  the  bifliop's  antient  palace  and  garden ;  fe- 
parated  on  one  fide  from  the  cathedral  by  a 
high  wall,  and  on  the  other  furrounded  by  pa- 
lifadoes  *.  Within  the  enclofure,  near  the  en-- 
trance,  was  a  barrack  for  the  foldiers  who  guard- 
ed them,  commanded  by  a  lieutenant  and  three 
inferior  officers.  Another  guard,  cojnmanded  by 
lieutenant  Karikin,  was  ftationed  in  the  epifcopal 
palace,  in  which  the  illuftrious  prifoners  were 
confined ;  thefe  two  guards  had  no  communica- 
tion with  each  other. 

The  governor  of  Archangel  kept  the  keys  of 
the  gates,  and  without  his  permiffion  no  one,  not 
even  the  phyfician,  if  they  were  indifpofed,  could 
venture  to  vifit  them.  From  the  windows  of 
their  houfe  tliey  were  able  to  defcry,  towards  the 
fouth-eaft,  a  fmall  turn  of  the  river  Dvina,  and 
towards  the  fouth-wefi,  the  high  road  leading  to 
St.  Peterfburgh.  They  inhabited  the  apartments 
on  the  ground-floor,  which  lead  by  a  fmall  flight 
of  ftcps  into  a  gaixlen,  planted  with  a  few  birch, 
and  containing  a  muddy  fifh-pond,  furrounded 
with  avenues  of  trees.  In  this  filh-pond  floated 
an  old  and  crazy  boat.     They  had  the  ufe  of  an 

*  Bufching's  Hiflt  Mag.  V.  22.  p.  418. 

old- 
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jQ,ld-fal]iionecl  coach,  drawn  by  Ti^  horfes,  'ar.d 
.attended, by  the  fokUers,  in  which  they  could 
drive  backwards  and  forwards  along  an  alley 
about  a  quarter <)f  a  n>il:^  within  the  enclofure. 
.  Thefe  illuftirious  j)rifonets,  ^t^hofe  birth  entitled 
.t;hem  to  a  tetey  fate,  faw  no  athcr  perfons  but 
t;lieir  attendajits  ;  had  no  other  amufement  than 
.to  phiy  i  ftt^/whift  or  ombie,  and  dared  not  read 
any  thing  ;Ij>ut  books  of  prayer  in  the  Ruffian 
languiige,  • 

Godovin,  governor  of  Archangel,  urulor  Mhofe 
inrpe61ion  they  remained  feventeen  years,  treated 
them  with  great  neglc6>.,  He  fufrcred  the  houfe 
and  garden  to  fall  into  decay,  furniflied  an  in- 
different tuble,  and  gave  no  account  of  the 
money  allotted  for  their  fupport.  But  in  1779 
they  experienced  a  more  favourable  cliange  of 
circumftances.  Melgunef  being  difpatched  by 
the  cmprefs  to  divide  the  province  of  Arch- 
angel into  two  governments,  vifited  the  prifon- 
ers,  and  was  moved  ^ith  compallion  at  their 
forlorn  fituation,  hy  his  advice  the  youngeft 
princefs  Ehzabeth  wrote  to  ihe  emf)rels,  in  an 
artlel's  and  pathetic  manner,  and  laid  before 
her  Majefty  an  account  of  their  deplorable 
fituation.'  C  atharine,  greatly  affetted  at  the  pe- 
rufai,  reitored  ihem  to  liberty,  and  placed  them 
under  the  protection  of  the  queen-dowager  of 
Denmark. 

Cv 
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By  her  order,  Melgunef  prepared  every  thing 
for  their  departure;  and,  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  on  the  27th  of  June  1779,  releafed 
them  from  the  prifon-houfe,  and  accompanied 
them  to  Archangel.  On  their  arrival  in  the  for- 
trefs,  he  informed  them  of  the  emprefs's  graci- 
ous intentions  to  fend  them  into  Denmark.  This 
unexpefted  news  at  firfl  filled  them  with  appre- 
henfions;  they  miflrufted  fome  hidden  danger, 
and  exprnTed  a  defire  to  remain  at  Kolmogori, 
with  the  enjoyment  of  more  liberty.  But  when 
Melo'unef  allured  them,  in  the  ftrongeft  terms, 
of  the  goodnefs  of  the  emprefs,  delivered  to 
them  a  valuable  orefent  of  clothes,  plate,  and 
diamonds,  and  informed  them,  that  they  would 
be  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  queen- 
dowager  of  Denmark,  their  aunt;  they  burft 
into  tears,  and,  falling  upon  their  knees,  exprefled 
the  warmeft  gratitude  for  this  unexpe61ed  fa- 
vour, and  offered  up  prayers  to  Heaven  for  their 
kind  benefadrefs. 

On  the  30th  of  June  they  went  on  board  the 
frigate  prepared  for  their  voyage,  fet  fail  on  the 
following  night,  and,  after  a  paflage  of  three 
months,  and  being  expofed  to  a  violent  tempeft, 
reached  Berghen,  in  Norway.  There  they  em- 
barked on  board  a  Danilh  velTel,  and  landed  at 
Flatftrand,  on  the  coaft  of  Jutland.  Being  con- 
veyed to  Aalberg,  they  remained  five  days  with 

the 
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the  governor,  count  Often  *  ,  and  from  thence 
f)roceecled  by  eafy  journies,  and  fixed  their  refi- 
dence  at  liorfens,  a  town  of  Jutland,  fituated  at 
the  extremity  of  a  bay  of  the  Baltic,  a  few  miles 
from  the  frontiers  of  Slefwic. 

In  my  fecond  tour  to  the  North,  in  1784,  I 
purfued  my  travels  to  Horfens,  from  a  defire  to 
pay  my  refpects  to  thefe  illuftrious  perfonages. 
On  our  arrival  we  waited  on  the  principal  officer 
attendant  on  the  Ruffian  princes,  and  requefted 
to  have  the  honour  of  being  prefented.  We  re- 
ceived a  favourable  anfwer ;  but  when  we  ex- 
pelled our  requeft  to  be  complied  with,  we  were 
put  off  with  various  excufes.  We  did  not  know, 
until  we  were  informed  by  IVIr.  Guldberg,  whom 
we  had  the  honour  of  feeing  atx\arhuus,  that  by 
fpecial  orders  from  the  court  of  Denmark  no  fo- 
reigners were  prefented  to  them.  They  were 
only  accompanied  by  a  RulTian  lady,  and  a 
prieft  and  his  wife.  From  their  ignorance  of 
any  language  but  the  Rufiian,  and  their  inabi- 
lity to  converfe  with  molt  of  thofe  who  were 
placed  about  them,  on  their  firfi:  arrival  at  Hor- 
fens they  appeared  even  to  regret  their  prifon  at 
Kolmogori.  But  they  were  foon  reconciled,  and 
became  quite  delighted  with  the  change  in  their 
fituation. 

•  I  received  thefe  particulars  from  count  Often  himfelf,  whom  I 
Inet  at  Copenhagen. 

VOL.  III.  G  Tliey 
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They  are  ftill  a  kind  of  ftate  prifoners,  though, 
in  comparifon  with  their  former  fituation,  they 
may  be  faid  to  enjoy  perfect  Hberty.  They  never 
go  out  witlioiit  attendants,  and  have  not  yet 
been  permitted  to  viiit  any  family  in  the  town. 
The  gates  of  their  houfe  or  palace,  as  it  is  called, 
are  carefully  clofed  in  winter  at  ten,  and  in  fum- 
mer  at  eleven.  They  amufe  themfelves  with 
reading,  playing  at  billiards,  cards,  riding,  ind 
walking;  they  walk  much  about  the  town,  and 
in  the  environs,  and  drive  out  in  carriages.  Tlie 
princes  often  ride,  particularly  Alex^y,-  who  ii 
fond  of  that  exercife,  and  is  faid  to  be  expert 
They  not  unfrequently  pay  vifits  in  the  country, 
and  dine  with  the  neighbouring  families. 

The  names  of  thefe  defcendants  of  the  impe- 
rial family,  are,  Catharine,  born  July  26,  1741, 
Peter,  bom  March  Si,  1745,  Alex^y,  born 
March  7,  1746,  of  whom  Anne  died  in  child- 
hed.  This  prince  is  fince  dtad.  Elizabeth, 
the  youngeft  fifter,  was  a  woman  of  high  fpirit 
and  elegant  manners.  On  being  relcafed,  Ihe 
wrote  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  emprefs,  fo 
well  exprelTcd,  as  to  excite  admiration.  Her 
^ther  is  faid  to  have  inftru<^cd  her;  but  fhe 
likewife  obtained  coniidcrabie  information  froni 
feveral  officers  ^\  ho  were  her  guards,  and  whom 
{he  conciliated  by  her  captivating  manners. 
On  her  arrival  at  Horfens  ih(t  poiVeifed  por- 
traits 
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traits  of  her  father  and  mother,  and  had  even 
contrived  to  procure  a  rouble  of  her  brother 
Ivan,  ftruck  in  his  fliort  reign.  She  alone,  of 
her  brothers  and  fillers,  could  fpeak  a  little  Ger- 
man, and  ferved  as  an  interpreter  between  them 
and  prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick,  who  more 
than  once  vifited  his  nephews  and  nieces.  She 
is  reported  to  have  died  of  chagrin;  but,  as  far 
as  I  could  colIe6l,  her  death  was  occafioned  by 
a  violent  fever,  which  was  foon  attended  with  a 
delirium,  and  hurried  her  to  the  grave  on  the 
fixteenth  day  of  her  illnefs. 

But  thoup-h  we  were  unfuccefsful  in  our  at- 

o 

tempt  to  be  prefented,  we  did  not  quit  liorfens 
without  feeing  their  perfons;  as  on  the  day  af- 
ter our  arri vat  there  was  a  great  fair,  and  many 
people  were  aflembled  in  the  market-place,  the 
princes  frequently  appeared  at  the  windows  of 
their  palace.  The  princefs  fecmed  pale  and  thin, 
the  princes  were  about  the  middle  fize,  fair  com-' 
plexioned,  with  firong  features,  light  hair,  and 
cxpreflive  eyes. 

As  I  beheld  thefe  auguft  dcfcendants  of  the 
tzar  Ivan,  I  felt  extreme  latisfa(5tion,  in  reflc<?ting 
that  they  were  enlarged  from  the  precinds  of  ,a 
Ruilian  prifon;  and  admired  the  humanity  and 
magnanimity  of  Catharine  the  Second,  who, 
above  the  fufpicions  of  ftate-jealoufy,  releafed 
fjom  a  long  confinement  perfons  whofe  parents 

Q  2  had 
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had  cliedin,prifon,  -svliofe  brdther  hail  once  filled 
the  Rufliaii  throne,  and  clofed  his  unfortunate 
life  by  the  hand  of  violence. 

Having  had  frequent  occafion  to  mention 
count  i\lunic,  1  iliall  here  tlirow  together  a  few 
anecdotes  of  that  extraordinary  man,  who  en- 
joyed the  favour  of  five  fovereigns,  -vvho  at- 
tained, at  one  period  of  his  life,  the  higheit  ho- 
nours, and  at  another  was  doomed  to  a  rigorous 
confinement  of  twenty  years,  which  he  fuftained 
with  an  unbroken  fpirit*. 

Count  Burchard  Chrillopher  IMunic,  fon  of  a 
Danilh  officer,  was  born  at  New-Huntorf,  in  the 
county  of  Oldenburgh,  on  the  9th  of  ]\lay,  1 683. 
He  received  an  excellent  education,  and,  in  the 
J  7th  year  of  his  age,  entered  into  the  feryice  of 
the  Landgrave  of  Heifc-Darmftadt,  who,  on  ac- 
count of  his  knowledge  in  tac:tics,  conferred 
on  him  the  rank  of  captain.  He  ferved  his  firft 
campaign  in  i/Oi,  when  the  emperor  Jofeph 
commanded  againft  the  French;  and  was  pre- 
fent  at  the  fiege  of  Landaw.  In  1705  he  was 
employed  as  a  major  by  the  Lairdgravc  of 
Heife-Callel;  and  improved  himfelf  in  the  art 

*  I  have  chiefly  extrafted  this  account  from  the  Life  of  Count 
Munic,  by  Bufching,  who  was  intimately  acqu:;inted  with  him;  I 
have  been  enabled  to  add  a  few  anecdotes,  wliich  T  obtained  from 
tinqueftionable  authority.  Sec  Lebens  Gefchichte  Burchard  Chri- 
Hophs  von  Muenich.     In  Buf.  Hift.  Mag.  III.  p.  389  to  536. 

of 


C.  2.  CO   U    X   T      M  U    N    I  C.     '  85 

of  M'ar  under  the  duke  of  Marll)oVoiigli  and 
prince  Eugene.  lie  diilinguiilied  liinifelf  for  his 
cool  intrepidity  in  feveral  engagements  and 
fieges,  and  particularly  at  the  hattle  of  jMalpla- 
quet,  M'hen,  in  recompence  for  his  hravery,  he 
was  made  lieutenant-colonel.  Being,  in  17J2, 
dangeroufly  wounded  at  the  hattle  of  Denain, 
lie  was  taken  prifoner  by  the  French,  and  foon 
after  his  relcafe,  in  the  enfuing  3'ear,  nurcd  to 
the  command  of  a  regiment. 

In  17 \6  he  quitted  the  Heffian,  and  entered 
the  Polifh  fervicc,  under  Auguftus  II.  and  was 
foon  promoted  to  the  rank  of  major-general ; 
but,  in  1721,  being  infulted  by  count  Fleming, 
the  king's  favourite,  he  Mcut  into  Rulha,  and 
was  received  in  the  moft  honourable  manner  by 
Peter.  Being  charged  by  that  great  monarch 
with  the  execution  of  feveral  important  trufis, 
both  civil  and  military,  he  fucceflively  filled  the 
higheft  pofis  in  the  army  and  (late.  lie  was  cre- 
ated mai'ihal  by  the  empreis  Anne,  and  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  v*'ar  department;  he  obtained 
the  command  of  the  army  againlt  the  Turks, 
and  proved  his  military  talents  by  his  fucceffes 
in  the  campaigns  of  1737  imd  1738. 

Soon  after  the  death  of  the  emprefs,  he  ad- 
vifcd,  planned,  and  executed  the  arreft  of  Biren, 
and  was  rewarded  by  the  regent  Anne  A\ith  the 

ci  0  oflice 
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office  of  prime  minifter.  But  as  he  vas  difcon- 
tented  at  not  being  appointed  generaliffimo,  and 
as  his  power  and  ambition  gave  umbrage  to  the 
court,  he  requelled  penniffion  to  refign  his  em- 
ployments, and  was  aftoniihed  at  the  readineis 
with  which  his  requeft  was  granted.  Inftcad  of 
repairing  to  the  Pruffian  court,  to  Avhich  he  was 
ftrongly  invited,  he  imprudently  remained  in 
Ruffia,  flattering  himfelf  with  the  hopes  of  be- 
in"'  re-inftated  in  his  former  dio-nitv,  and  was 
arretted  on  the  6th  of  December,  1741,  by  or- 
der of  Ehzabeth.  The  oftcnfible  rcafon  of  his 
difgrace  was,  that  he  had  perfuaded  the  emprefs 
Anne  to  nominate  Ivan  her  fucceffor;  but  the 
real  caufe,  as  I  was  informed  by  a  perfon  of  ve- 
racity, who  received  it  from  count  Alunic  him- 
felf, was  that,  by  order  of  that  emprefs,  he  had 
taken  into  cuftody  one  of  Elizabeth's  favou- 
rites. 

Munic  Vv-as  brought  before  a  committee  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  ftate-prifoners.  Being 
fatigued  with  repeated  queftions,  and  perceiving 
the  determination  of  his  judges  to  find  him 
guilty,  he  faid  to  them,  "  Dictate  the  anfwers 
which  vou  wifli  me  to  make,  and  I  will  fio-n 
them."  The  judges  immediately  wrote  down  a 
confeffion  of  feveral  charges,  which  being  fub- 
fcribcd  by  Munic,  his  mock-trial  was  concluded. 

Being 


C.  t.  C   O  U   N  T      M  U   N   I  C.  87 

Being  thus  convi6ied  of  high  trcalon,  he   was 
I'ondcmncd  to  be  quartered;  l^ut  his  fentcnce 
was  changed  by  Ehzabetii  to  perpetual  imprilon- 
jnent.     For  the  fpace  of  twenty  years,  he   was 
confined  at  Pehm   in  Siberia,  in  an  oftrog,  or 
prifon,  of  which,  according  to  Manftein,  he  had 
himfelf  drawn  the   plan,   for  the  reception   of 
Biren.     It  was  an  area  enclofed  witli  high  pali- 
fadoes,  about  170  feetfquare;  within  which  was 
a  wooden  houfe,  inhabited  by  himfelf,  his  wife, 
and  a  few  fervants,   and  a  fmall  garden,  which 
he  cultivated  with  his  own  hands.     lie  received 
a  daily  allowance  of  lis.  for  the  maintenance 
of  himfelf,  his  wife,  and  domeftics;  which  little 
pittance  he  increafed  by  keeping  cows,  and  fel- 
ling part  of  their  milk,  and  by  occafionally  in- 
ftru6iing  youth  in  geometry  and  engineering. 
He  behaved,  during  his  long  confinement^  Avith 
the   utmoft  refignation,  tranquillity,   and  even 
cheerfulnefs.     He  was  accuftomed  every  day  at 
dinner  to  drink  to  his  wife,  "  a  happy  return  to 
Petcrfburgh."     lie  had    prayers  twice  a   day, 
from  eleven  to  twelve  in  tlie  morning,  and  from 
fix  to  feven  in  the  evening;  they  were  read  in 
the  German  tongue  by  his   chaplain  Martens, 
who  dying  in  1 749,  the  count  himfelf  afterwards 
performed  the  fervice.     Befide  the  culture  of  his 
garden,  and  the  hours  he  pafled  in  giving  in- 
(Iruction,  he  found  fufficient  leifure  for  compof- 

9  4  ino- 
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ing  hymns;  for  tranflating  feveral  pfalms  and 
prayers  into  German  verfe;  and  for  writing  a 
treatife  on  the  art  of  ^v•dr,  whicli  he  propofed, 
if  releafed  from  his  confinement,  to  prefent  to  the 
king  of  Pruffia.  In  the  lall  year  of  his  impri- 
fonmentj  a  centinel  informing  againft  jVIunic's 
fervants  for  fupplying  him  with  pens  and  paper, 
the  count,  in  order  to  prevent  difcovery,  was 
ohliofcd  to  deftrov  all  his  writinf^s,  the  amufe- 
ment  and  lal)our  of  fo  many  foUtary  years. 

He  had  always  fupported  himfelf  with  the  ex- 
pe<5lation  of  recovering  his  liherty  at  the  acceffion 
of  Peter  the  Third  ;  but  he  was  no  fooner  inform- 
ed of  that  event,  than,  with  the  agitation  natural 
to  a  pcrfon  in  his  ftate,  he  began  to  dread  that  his 
expectation  was  ill-founded.  He  fuiirered,  during 
feveral  weeks,  the  moft  alarming  anxiety,  perpe- 
tually fluctuated  between  hope  and  fear,  and  often 
declared  that  thcfe  few  weeks  appeared  to  him 
much  longer  than  all  the  former  years  of  his  con- 
finement.  At  length,  on  the  morning  of  the 
1  ith  of  February,  176Q,  the  long-expec^fed  mef- 
fenger  arrived  from  Peterfburgh  with  the  order 
for  his  relcafe.  Finnic,  who  happened  to  be  en- 
gaged in  his  prayers,  did  not  perceive  him,  and 
Ids  wife  made  figns  to  the  mcflenger  not  to  dif- 
tiirb  her  huiband.  Being  informed  of  his  re^ 
call,  he  was  fo  aifccted  as  to  faint  aw  ay ;  but  foon 
recovering,  he  fell  down  upon  his  knees,  and,  in 

the 
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the  mod  fervent  manner,  offered  up  his  thanks 
for  this  change  in  his  fituation.  On  the  19th 
he  departed  from  PeHm,  and,  on  the  24th  of 
March,  arrived  at  Peterfbuigh,  in  the  fame  flieep- 
fkin  drefs  which  he  had  worn  in  his  prifon.  On 
the  Sift  he  was  admitted  to  an  audience  by  the 
emperor  *  :  Peter,  after  hanging  round  his  neck 
t]ie  order  of  St.  Andrew,  and  reftoring  him  to  his 
antient  rank,  faid  to  him,  "  I  hope  that  your 
advanced  age  will  ftill  permit  you  to  ferve  me." 
— "  Since  your  majefty,"  replied  the  count  at 
the  conclufion  of  a  long  fpcech,  "  has  raifed  me 
from  darknefs  into  light,  and  recalled  me  from 
Siberia  to  proftrate  myfelf  before  your  throne,  I 

*  An  account  of  his  firft  appearance  at  court  is  contained  in  a 
letter  from  Mr.  Keith  to  the  earl  of  Bute,  dated,  April  2/1 3, 1 762. 

"  Marflial  Munic  was  prefented  to  the  emperor  laft  Sunday  morn- 
ing, and  in  the  evening  the  duke  of  Courland  and  he  appeared  to- 
gether at  court  with  theif  ribbands,  and  were  both  treated  by  his 
Imperial  majefty  with  great  marks  of  diftinftion.  It  was  really  an 
afFcfting  fcene,  to  fee  thofe  two  refpeftable  perfons,  after  having 
furvived  (o  long  a  courlc  of  misfortunes,  appear  again,  at  their  age, 
at  a  court  where  they  had  formerly  made  fo  great  a  figure,  and  to 
fee  them,  that  being  their  firft  interview,  converfe  together  with 
great  civility,  and  without  any  appearance  of  that  animofity  and 
jealoufy,  which  had  drawn  all  their  unhappinefs  upon  them.  The 
duke  of  Courland's  two  fons  are  both  niade  major-generals,  and 
count  Munic  is  declared  firft  veldt  marfhal,  prince  George  of  Hol- 
ftein  having,  in  a  very  handfome  manner,  quitted  the  pas  to  him. 
The  emperor,  to  compliment  him,  g^ve  for  the  Parole  that  even- 
ing, Hve  le premier  veldt  marjhal  de  RuJJie.  The  duke  of  Courland 
is  in  the  "jzd  year  of  his  age, and  count  Munic  in  the  79th  of  his. 

fhall 
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iliall  always  be  moft  willing  to  expofe  my  life  in 
vour  fervice.  Neither  a  Ions;  banilliraent  from 
the  throne  of  majefly,  nor  the  climate  of  Siberia, 
have  been  able  to  damp,  in  the  fmalleft  degree, 
that  fire  which  formerly  fhone  with  fuch  luftve 
for  the  interefts  of  the  RuiTi^in  empire,  and  the 
glory  of  its  fovereign." 

Munic  enjoyed  the  favour  and  protection  of 
Peter  and  Catharine,  and  died  on  tlie  iGth  of 
October,  1767,  in  the  85th  year  of  his  age. 
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CHAP.    3. 


Impoftors  who  aflumed  the  name  of  Peter  the  Third,  partic\ilaiiy 
Pugatchef. — His  origin  and'hiftorj'. — State  of  the  RufTian  fefta- 
ries,  and  the  mutiny  of  the  Coflacs  of  Yaitlk  favour  his  re- 
bellion. — He  aflumes  the  chara<5ler  of  Peter  the  Third,— Col" 
lefts  an  irregular  army. — His  progrefs. — Barbarity. — Weaknefs 
and  ill-condu'5l. — Repeated  defeats,  and  efcapes,  fubfequent  ap- 
pearance.— Finally  routed. — Betrayed  by  his  adherents.— Exe- 
cuted at  Mofcow. 


A  LTHOUGH  the  body  of  Peter  III.  M-as 
-*■ -^  expofed  to  public  view  in  the  convent  of 
Alexander  Nevfki ;  yet  feveral  impoftors  ftarted 
up  in  the  diftant  regions  of  the  Ruffian  empire, 
and  paiied  for  tliat  unfortunate  monarch. 

The  lirft  was  a  fhoe- maker  of  Voronetz,  who 
appeared  under  the  name  of  Peter,  a  few  years 
before  the  rebelHon  of  Pugatchef;  but  he  M'as 
foon  taken  and  executed. 

The  fecond  was  a  defertcr  from  the  regiment  of 
Orlof :  his  name  was  Tchernichef,  and  he  rofe  in 
1770,  in  the  fmall  village  of  Kopenka  on  the 
frontiers  of  Crim  Tartary,  as  a  .corps  of  troops 
was  marching  through  that  place.  Some  dif- 
fenting  pricfts,  having  fuborned  a  number  of 
followers,  railed  him  upon  the  altar  of  the  church, 
and  were  preparing  to  acknowledge  him;  but 

the 
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the  colonel  of  the  regiment  repairing  to  the 
church  at  the  head  of  a  ftrong  guard,  took  him 
from  the  altar,  and  led  him  to  immediate  execu- 
tion. 

A  third  was  a  peafant  belonging  to  the  V'o- 
rontzof  family,  who  deferting  from  his  village, 
engaged  as  a  common  ColVac  among  thofe  M'ho 
are  fettled  u])on  the  Volga  at  Dubofka.  A  body 
of  thefe  Coflacs  marching  in  the  fpring  of  1772 
iTom  Tzaritzin  to  join  the  Ruffian  army,  he  af- 
fembled  them  in  a  fmall  poft-houfe,  fituated  in 
the  lonely  defart  between  the  Don  and  the 
Volga,  and  declared  himfelf  Peter  the  Third. 
Having  perfuadcd  them  to  falute  him  emperor, 
and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  he  appointed  fe^ 
veral  officers  of  ftate.  A  few  hours  after  this 
tranfadion,  the  commander  of  the  troop  unex- 
pectedly arriving,  confounded  the  foldiers  by  his 
prefence,  feized  the  impoftor  by  the  hair,  and 
■with  the  affiftance  of  the  aftonifhed  Coffacs, 
bound  and  condu^^ied  him  a  prilbner  to  Tzarit- 
zin. During  his  trial  the  inhabitants,  excited  by 
falfc  reports  of  his  followers,  role  in  his  favour, 
and  -were  not  without  great  difficulty  difperled 
by  the  commander  colonel  Zipletof  The  im- 
poftor being  conveyed  to  an  illandof  the  Volga, 
was  knooted  to  death. 

About  the  fame  time  -a  malefactor,  who  had 
been  traniported  to  Irkutik.  made  a  limilar  at- 
tempt, 
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tempt,  and  even  gained  over  an  officer  mIio  had 
a  penfion  from  the  cro\vn ;  but  liis  fecret  being 
difcovered.  he  was  alfo  put  to  death. 

Yemelka  Pugatchef  narrowly  efcapcd  the 
fame  fate  at  his  firft  appearance.  This  extraor- 
dinary man,  fon  of  the  Coffac  Ivan  Pugatchef, 
was  born  at  Simoveifk,  a  village  on  the  Don. 
He  was  a  common  Coifac  in  the  war  againft  the 
king  of  PrufTia,  and  ferved  likewife  during  the 
campaign  of  1769  againft  the  Turks.  He  was 
at  the  fiege  of  Bender;  and  on  the  furrendcr  of 
the  town,  demanded  his  difmiffion,<  which  beinsr 
refufed,  he  deferted  and  fled  into  Poland :  he 
was  there  concealed  by  fome  hermits  of  the 
Greek  religion,  and  afterwards  fupportcd  himfelf 
by  begging  alms  in  the  town  of  Dubranka- 
From  thence  he  repaired  to  the  colonies  in  Little 
Ruffia,  and  continued  among  the  fedaries,  who 
are  there  eftabUfned  in  great  numbers;  but  ap- 
prehenfive  of  difcovcry,  he  went  to  the  principal 
fcttlcment  of  the  Coflacs  of  the  river  Yaik*, 
and  perfuaded  feveral  to  accompany  him  to  Ku- 
ban. Being  arrefted  at  ]\Ialekofka  for  treafon- 
abfc  converfation,  he  was  fent  for  trial  to  Cafan; 
where  the  indolence  of  the  governor,  and  tlie 
delays  in  bringing  him  to  juftice,  gave  him  an 

*  In  order  to  extlnpoiifli  all  Remembrance  of  this  rebellion,  the 
river  Yaik  is  now  called  Ural,  Yaitflc,  Uralfk,  and  the  Coffucs  of 
the  Yaik,  the  Uralian  Coflacs. 

opportunity 
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Opportunity  of  efcaping  with  a  pried,  who  pri- 
vately funiifhecl  him  with  money  fo"  intoxicat- 
in<r  the  centinels.  He  then  went  clown  the 
Volga,  and  up  the  river  Irghis  into  the  defert ; 
and  not  long  afterwards  appeared  under  the  cha- 
ra6ter  of  Peter,  at  the  head  of  numerous  infur- 
gents.  The  peculiar  circumflances  which  ferved 
to  favour  his  entcrprize  were  derived  from  the 
religious  prejudices  of  the  lluffian  diffenters, 
and  the  mutiny  of  the  Colfacs  of  the  Yaik. 

The  Ruffian  dilfentcrs,  called  by  the  eftablifli- 
ed  church  Rojkolniki  or  feparatifts,  diftinguifh 
themfclves  by  the  name  of  Staroverjki,  or  old 
believers.  Thefe  fe^laries  have  been  frequently 
perfecuted,  particularly  under  Peter  I.  who  com- 
pelled them  to  pay  double  taxes,  and  wear  a 
badge  of  diltinclion.  Perfecution,  however, 
only  tended  to  increafe their  numbers;  and  they 
are  flill  numerous  in  Siberia,  and  among  the 
Coffacs  in  the  government  of  Oreuburgh,  where 
tlie  rebellion  of  Pugatchef  firll  broke  out.  They 
confider  the  fervice  of  the  eftablilhed  church  as 
profane  and  facrilegious;  they  have  their  own 
priefts  and  ceremonies;  and  Pugatchef  artfully 
availed  himfelf  of  their  religious  opinions,  which 
he  profeffed  to  efpoufe  and  prote6l;. 

The  mutiny  of  a  large  body  of  Coffacs  ope- 
rated no  lefs  in  favour  of  Pugatchef.  The  Cof- 
facs  of  the  Yaik,  defccndcd  from  thofe  of  the 
#  Don, 
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Don,  are  a  valiant  race,  enthufiafts  for  the  an-« 
tient  ritual,  and  prizing  their  beards  almoft  equal 
to  their  lives;  they  are  rich  from  their  confider* 
able  fidieries  of  fturgeons;  they  have  alfo  ac- 
quired a  fpirit  of  independence  by  being  fitu- 
ated  in  a  defert  between  the  Calmucs  and  the 
Kirghefe,  who  are  continually  at  variance  with 
^ach  other,  and   often  with  the  Cotfacs  them* 
felves.     During  the  war  with  the  Turks  in  1771, 
fome  recruits  A\cre  required  of  thefe  Colfacs  for 
a  corps  of  huflars;  their  beards  were  ordered  to 
be  Hiaven ;  and  as  they  oppofed  this  infringe- 
ment of  their  liberties,  major-general  Trauben- 
bcrg,  a   Livonian  ofhcer,  who  was  fent  at  th« 
head  of  a  few  foldier.s  to  Yaitfk  to  quell  the  tu- 
mult,  imprudently  commanded  the  recruits  to 
be  publicly  fliaven  in  the  midll  of  the  town. 
The  inhabitants,  irritated  by  this  wanton  in- 
fult,  rofe  in  arms,  wounded  feveral  officers,  maf- 
facred  the  general  and  the  chief  of  the  Collacs, 
and  broke  into  open  rebellion.     In  fpring,  ge- 
neral Freyman  forced  Yaitilv,  captured  feveral 
ringleaders  of  the  mutiny,  and  garrifoned  part 
of  his  troops  in  the  town.     Many  of  the  rebeU 
made  their  efcape,  and,  retiring  into  the  defert, 
chiefly  reforted  to  the  marfljy  grounds  about  the 
lake  Kamyfli-Samara;  where  they  derived  a  fub* 
fiftcnce  from   filliino:,  and  Ihootiniv  wild  boars, 
and  were  fupplied  by  their  relations  with  bread 

and 
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and  provifions.  By  tliefe  means  this  defperatei 
troop  fupported  themfelves  during  the  fpace  of 
two  years  ;  until  Pugatchef  made  his  appearance 
among  them* 

On  his  efcape  from  prifon,  Pugatchef  went  fe- 
cretly  to  Yaitfk  about  the  middle  of  Auguft, 
1773;  where  he  gained  over  a  number  of  fol- 
lowers among  the  peo])le,  who  were  enraged 
againft  the  garrifon,  and  had  fliev\^n  a  ftrong  dif- 
pofition  to  rev^olt,  when  a  report  was  circu- 
lated that  a  new  emperor  was  coming  amongft 
them ;  a  report  probably  occafioned  by  the  firft 
appearance  of  Pugatchef  in  thcfe  parts.  Ob- 
taining, at  Yaitfk,  intelligence  of  the  late  muti- 
ny, he  followed  the  deferters ;  and  having,  in 
06lober,  found  a  large  body  employed  in  fiiliing, 
informed  them  that  he  was  the  emperor,  and 
had  made  his  efcape  from  prifon,  ^\hcre  perfons 
ivere fuborned to  alfaffmate  him;  he  added,  that 
the  rumour  of  his  death  was  only  a  fidion  in- 
vented by  the  court,  and  that  he  now  threw 
himfelf  under  their  protection. 

Pugatchef  did  ijot  bear  the  fmalleft  refem 
blance  to  Peter  ;  but  founded  his  hopes  of  gain- 
ing belief  on  the  diitancefrom  the  capital,  on  the 
ignorance  of  the  people,  on  their  adual  infurrec- 
tion,  and,  above  all,  on  their  attachment  to  their 
religious  prejudices.  Few  arguments  being  ne- 
ceffary  to  win  over  thefe  Coflacs,  already  in  a 

ft  ate 
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ftate  of  rebellion,  they  unanimoufly  falutcd  him 
emperor,  and  offered  to  facrifice  their  hves  in  his 
defence.     With  thefe,  and  other  bodies  of  Cof- 
facs,  whom  he  found  equally  inclined  to  follow 
his  ftandard,  he  made  his  firft  expedition  to  the 
new  Poliih  colonies  lately   eftabliilied   on   the 
river  Irghis;  where  he  gave  no  proof  of  his  fubfe- 
quent  barbarity,    defpoiling  the   inhabitants  of 
nothing  but  arms  and  horfes.     He  then  prefent- 
ed  himfelf  before  Yaitfk  ;  and  after  ineffe6luall3^ 
fummoning  the  governor  to  furrender,  gave  or- 
ders for  an  immediate  aflault.     Being  repulfed, 
by  the  intrepidity  of  the  garrifon,  he  blockaded 
the  place  with  a  view  of  reducing  it  by  famine ; 
but  his  attempt  was  fruftrated  by  the  refolution 
of  the  governor  Rendfdorf,  and  the  incredible 
perfeverance  of  the  garrifon,  who  refufed  to  ca- 
pitulate, although  they  were  fo  far  ftreightened 
for  want  of  proviiions,  as  not  only  to  eat  their 
horfes,  but  even  to  feed  upon  leather.     This  ob- 
ftinate  refiftance  protrafted  the  fiege,  until  Yaitfk 
was  relieved. 

Pugatchef,  baffled  in  this  enterprize,  was  more 
fuccefsful  in  his  future  operations  :  he  led  his 
followers  againft  the  Cofi'ac  colonies  of  Ilets, 
affaulted  and  carried,  without  oppofition,  the 
fortreffes  of  Rafyj)naya  and  Ofernaya,  attacked 
Tatifcheva,  where  he  met  Vvith  greater  refiftance; 
but  as  the  fortilications  were  only  of  wood,  he 
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fet  fire  to  tliein,  and  forced  the  place.     A  body 
ot  troops  fent  againft  him  from  Orenburg,  under 
colonel  Bulof,  partly  through  weaknefs,  and  part- 
1}'  through  mifcondu6l,  -was  overpowered-     Ano- 
ther corps,  who,  in  order  to  join  the  former, 
inarched  from  Simbirfk  up  the  Samara,  under 
the  command  of  colonel  Tchernichef,  arrived  too 
late.     Deceived  by  parties  of  Pagatchef 's  fol- 
lowers,  they  were  drawn  into  the  defiles  near 
Tchernoretchin/k,  and  fo  fuddenly  befet,  that 
they  were '  incapable  of  making  refifiance.     In 
all  thcfe  actions,  the  officers  who  fell  into  Pugat- 
chef's  hands,    were  indifcriminately  malTacred ; 
•and  the  common  foldiers  were  either  made  pri- 
foncrs,  or  joined  the  rebels.     His  army  being, 
confiderably  augmented  by  thefe  fucccffcs,  he 
ventured  to  befiege  Orenbiug,  where  the  go^'er- 
TiOr  had  not  force  fuflfiicient  to  defend  the  fortifi- 
cations ;  and  the  town  would  have  been  inevita- 
bly taken,  had  not  the  garrifon  of  Krafnogorfk 
thrown  themfelves  into  the  place  by  forcing  their 
way  through  the  befiege^s. 
•  The  report  of  Pugatchef's  progrefs  being  dif- 
ferainated,  the  Bafchkirs,  a  people  unfettled  un- 
der the  Ruffian  government,  declared  for  the 
-impoftor,  and  joined  him  in  large  bodies  :  their 
•example  was  followed  by  many  Rufiian  colonifts, 
particulaily  by  the  peafarits  employed  in  the 
..-  •   >:  •  ■■  '  mines 
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mines  and  foundcries  of  the  Uialian  mountains*. 
Thcfe  forces  he  cither  emploj'cd  in  the  fiege  of 
Orenburg,  before  whicli  town  he  fpent  part  of  the 
winter  in  a6ls  of  wantonnefs,  drunkenncfs,  and 
cruelty,  or  fent  them  to  colled  money  from  the 
founderies,  and  to  caft  copper  guns,  and  balls. 
This  winter  he  received  a  powerful  reinforcement 
by  the  jun6lion  of  1 1,000  Calmuc  horfe  from  the 
neighbourhood  of  Stauropol,  who  revolted  and 
killed  their  commander,  brigadier  Vcghezak. 
Strengthened  by  thefe  acceffions,  his  troops  rov- 
ed over  the  whole  mountainous  diftri^t  of  Oren- 
burg, where  only  the  fmall  town  of  Upha  made 
the  lead  refiftance.  He  was  even  advancing  to 
Catharinenburgh,  where  he  would  have  found 
copper  coin  to  the  value  of  ;^. 200,000 ;  but  a  de- 
lay, occafioned  by  a  falfe  report  that  a  fuperior 
force  was  marching  againft  him,  fortunately  af- 
forded time  to  colle6l  the  foldiers  jftationed  on 
the  Siberian  frontiers,  and  cover  the  place. 

The  people  were  lb  greatly  attached  to  the 
caufe  of  Pugatchef,  that  he  never  wanted  provi- 
fions  or  forage.  Colonel  Michaelfon,  to  whofe 
fpirit  and  activity  the  defeat  of  Pugatchef  was 
principally  owing,  fuddenly  entering  a  large  vil- 
lage at  the  head  of  his  coips,  the  inhabitants, 
taking  him  for  the  impoftor,  .  flocked  about 
his  ftandard;  and  exclaimed,  "We  have  long- 
expelled  your  majefty's  prefence  as  that  of  a 

•  The  Unlian  mountains  abound  in  copper  minci. 

H  2  god  !*' 
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<^o<l  * !  '  The  colonel  obfcrved  before  each  houfe 
a  table  fpieacl  with  bread,  milk,  honey,  and  other 
proviiions,  for  the  purpofe  of  regaling  the  fol- 
lowers of  Pugatchef,  M'hicli  Mere  unwillingly  re- 
fjgncd  to  the  imperial  troops. 

At  firft  Pugatchef  affe<?tcd  the  appearance  of 
uncommon  fanttity :  he  frequently  wore  the  epif- 
copal  drefs,  gave  benedi(5lions  to  the  people,  re- 
nounced all  ambitious  views  for  himfelf,  and  ex- 
preflTed  a  refolution  that,  as  foon  as  he  had  raifed 
his  fon  the  a-reat-duke  to  the  throne,  he  would 
again  retire  into  the  monaftery,  in  which  he  had 
found  an  afylum.  He  was  alfo  active  and  enter- 
prifmg,  eager  to  fignalize  his  arms,  and  ready  to 
feize  every  advantage  which  the  fituation  of  the 
enemy  prefentcd ;  but  incapable  of  fupporting 
M'ith  equanimity  his  rapid  fuccelTes,  he  began  to 
confidcr  all  further  dilhmulation  as  unneceffary  ; 
and  his  natural  temper  broke  out  into  the  moft 
unwarrantable  exceffes.  He  malTacred,  with  the 
moft  favage  barbarity,  all  the  officers  and  nobles 
A\ho  were  brought  before  him ;  and  openly  avow- 
ing: an  intention  of  exterminatinsr  the  whole 
llullian  nobility,  he  fpared  neither  fex  nor  age. 
His  conduct  was  as  imprudent  as  it  was  barba- 
rous. Though  already  married  to  Sophia,  the 
xlaughter  of  a  Coflac,  by  whom  he  had  three 
^•hildren,    he   efpoufed   a   common    Avoman  of 

*  This  anecdote  I  had  from  colonel  Michaelfon  himTelf. 

Yaitflc, 
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Yaitflv,  delayed  his  marcJi  againft  the  enemy  for 
the  celehration  of  his  miptials,  and  oxliibitcd 
continued  fcenes  of  intoxication  and  riot. 

He  was  fupported  liy  no  perfons  of  nuik  or 
confequence ;  but,  to  impofc  upon  his  aimy, 
fome  of  his  moft  confidential  adherents  alTumed 
the  names  of  the  principal  Ruihan  nobles,  and 
wore  the  orders  of  knighthood.  By  a  fignal  to 
his  attendants,  he  ordered  all  the  German  officers 
who  were  brought  into  his  prefence,  to  be  maf- 
facred,  in  order  to  prevent  his  ignorance  oi 
their  language  from  beijiig  obiervcd  by  his  fol- 
lowers. 

During  tlicfe  tranfa6iions,  general  Bibikoi^ 
advancing  at  the  head  of  a  very  confidcrable  ar- 
my, detached  his  major-general,  prince  Peter 
Galitzin,  againft  the  rebels,  who  furprifed  Pu- 
gatchef  with  his  M'hole  force  near  Tatifcheva, 
and  woi'lled  him  for  the  firll  *  time,  lie  was 
clofely  purfuedand  overtaken  by  prince  Galitzin 
jicar  Kargula,  upon  the  river  Sakmara,  about  the 
diftancc  of  twelve  miles  from  Orenburg ;  he 
was  completely  routed,  his  troops  were  difpcrfcd, 


•  This  firft  defeat  of  Pugatchef  himfelf  in  perfon  happened  on 
the  23d  of  March,  but  on  the  22<i,  ccilonel  Michaelfon,  with  only 
1,000  troops  and  fix  cannon,  had  routed  his  general,  who  called 
himCelf  colonel  Tchernichcf,  at  the  head  of  16,000  men,  and  took 
42  cannon  a'nd  eight  mortars.  Pugatchef  offered  a  reward  of 
100,000  roubles  for  the  head  of  colonel  Michaelfon. 

II  3  and 
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and  he  himfelf,  with  a  few  followers,  narrowly 
efcaped  into  the  Uralian  mountains.  Notwith- 
ftanding  this  difcomfiturc,  he  collefted  his  fcat-t 
terfd  men,  and  foon  re-appeared  with  aformida^ 
ble  force  on  the  Eaft  fide  of  the  mountains.  He 
carried feveral  fmall  fortreffes,  and  burnt  Troitzk ; 
but  being  attacked  by  lieutenant-general  de 
Colm,  was  obliged  to  retreat  a  fecond  time  into 
the  mountains. 

Rendered  defperate  by  thefe  repeated  defeats, 
and  defirous  of  again  fignalizing  his  arms  by 
fome  brilliant  exploit,"  he  fuddenly  direded  his 
march  towards  Cafan,  committing  in  his  pro- 
grefs  the  moft  dreadful  devaflations.  Having 
burnt  the  fuburbs,  he  laid  fiege  to  the  citadel, 
whither  maior-oeneral  Paul  Potemkin  the  o-o- 
vernor,  and  all  his  attendants,  had  retired. 
Forced  to  raife  the  fiege,  by  the  approach  of  co^ 
lonel  Michaelfon,  at  the  head  of  only  1,200 
troops,  he  was  routed  near  Cafan,  after  feveral 
obftinate  engagements,  which  continued  with, 
little  interruption  during  three  days.  In  thefe 
engagements  6,000  were  taken  prifoncrs,  and  fo 
many  killed,  that  the  peafants  employed  fix  days 
in  burying  the  dead  ;  and  Pugatchef,  accompa- 
nied only  by  three  hundred  well-armed  Coffacs 
of  Yaitflv,  who  were  the  moft  defperate  rebels, 
fled  acrofs  the  Volga.  P>ut  he  was  afterwards 
joined  by  large  bodies  of  C'olTacs  and  Bafhkirs ; 

A\'hilp 
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■\vliiie  ill-armed  peafants  flocked  to  his  itandard 
from  confidcrable  diftaiices.  In  tliis manner  the 
impoftor  feemed  to  gain  {Irength  from  his  loiils  ; 
and  derived  fiicli  delufive  liopes  from  the  iiuni- 
ber  of  his  troops,  which  occalionally  amounted 
to  70;000  men,  that  he  even  formed  the  refolii- 
tionof  proceeding  to  ]\Iofcow,  where  one  ofhi> 
emiiraries  had  raifcd  a  fpirit  of  fcdition  among 
the  common  peojjle.  But  apprehcnllvc,  left,  as 
peace  was  concluded  with  the  Turks,  ]jart  of  the 
army  on  the  Danuljc  might  be  employed  againll 
him,  he  changed  his  plan  of  operations. 

He  marched  clown  the  Volga,  routed  at  Du- 
bofka  a  party  under  the  command  of  Ikiron 
Dies,  llormed  Penfa  and  Saratof,  where  the  go- 
vernor efcaped  only  with  fifty  foldiers,  obtained 
poffeilion  of  Demitreffk  by  treachery,  and  exe- 
cuted the  commander.  Near  that  fortrcfs,  the 
aftronomer  Lowitz,'  Avho  was  employed  in  level- 
ling the  projec'ted  canal  between  the  Don  and 
Volga,  was  murdered  in  a  moft  inhuman  man- 
ner. In  this  inftance,  infult  was  added  to  cruel- 
ty ;  being  informed  that  he  was  an  aftronomer, 
Pugatchef  wantonly  ordered  him  to  be  transfix- 
ed upon  pikes,  and  railed  in  the  air,  that  he 
might  be  nearer  the  liars ;  and  in  that  fituatiou 
ordered  him  to  be  mall'acred. 

But  the  enormities  of  this  monfter  were  foon 
clofcd  l)y  a  fate  wliicli  lie  had  long  dcferved. 

H  4  The 
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The  court,  no  longer  embarraffed  with  a  Turk- 
ifli  war,  was  able  to  turn  its  M-hole  attention  to- 
wards crulhing  this  diftant  rebellion ;  and  count 
Peter  Panin,  who  had  diftinguiilied  himfelf  by 
the  capture  of  Bender,  was  fent  again  ft  the  i-m- 
poflor.  Panin  moving  towards  the  Volga,  de- 
tached feveral  troops -to  the  alTiftance  of  co- 
lonel Michaelfon,  who  compelled  Pugatchef  to 
railc  the  fiege  of  Tzaritzin,  drove  him  towards 
Tchernoyarfk,  cut  oif  his  provifions,  and  finally 
attacked  him  unawares  as  he  was  marchins:  with 
his  half-ftarved  multitude,  cmbarraffed  with  a 
large  train  of  loaded  carriages  and  women.  The 
rebel  army,  furprized  in  a  defile  between  two 
ridges  of  mountains,  which  run  towards  the  Vol- 
ga, was  entirely  routed ;  many  M'ere  cut  to 
pieces  ;  more,  endeavouring  to  efcape,  were  forc- 
ed down  the  ftecp  precipices  with  their  horfes 
and  carriages,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  re- 
mainder furrendcrcd  at  difcretion.  Pugatchef, 
after  many  defperatc  efforts  of  valour,  efcaped, 
with  a  few  of  his  principal  followers,  by  fwim- 
ming  acrofs  the  Volga,  and  retired  through  the 
defert  towards  the  river  Ufem,  where  he  began 
his  expedition.  Here  he  was  gradually  defert- 
ed  by  his  followers,  who  were  worn  out  with 
mifery  and  hunger,  and  was  at  laft  betrayed  by 
tlioi'c  ill  whom  he  placed  the  greateft  confidence. 
Tvogorof,  9,  ColTac  of  Iletz,  and  Tchumakef  and 

Fidulef, 
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Fidulef,  Coflacs  of  Yaitfk,  were  induced  by  the 
promife  of  a  pardon  to  betray  him.  One  of  them 
reprefented  to  the  impoftor,  that  furroimded  as 
he  was  by  the  enemy,  he  could  entertain  no 
hopes  of  fafety ;  and  advifed  him  to  refign  him- 
felf  into  the  hands  of  the  Ruffians,  on  condition 
of  pardon.  Pugatchef,  enraged  at  this  propofal, 
drew  his  dagger,  and  attempted  to  ftab  the  author 
of  fuch  daftardly  advice;  but  hi  companions 
inftantly  difarmed,  bound,  and  conduced  him 
prifoner  to  a  corps  of  troops  pofted  on  the  river 
Yaik  under  the  command  of  ofcneral  Suvarof  *. 

He 

*  This  was  tlie  celebrated  general,  who  has  fince  been  fo  juftly 
diftinguifhed  for  his  military  exploits. 

Alexander  Vafilievitch  Suvarof,  defcended  from  a  Swediih  family 
ennobled  in  Rufl!a,was  born  in  1730,  and  at  the  ageof  twelve  en- 
rolled in  the  Ruffian  army.  He  made  his  firft  campaign  againft 
the  Pruflians  in  1759;  became  brigadier  in  1768,  and  .fii-ft  dillin- 
guiftied  himfelf  as  a  general  againft  the  confederates  in  Poland,  in 
1771,  when  he  obtained  the  order  of  St.  Alexander  Nevlki  for  his 
military  fervices. 

He  afterwards  fignalized  himfelf  on  various  occafions,  too  nu» 
merous  to  be  repeated,  and  clofed  his  military  career  by  hisaftonifli- 
jng  campaign  againft  the  French  in  Italy,  and  his  no  lefs  aftoni(h-r 
jng  retreat  over  the  Alps  of  Switzerland." 

Several  accounts  of  his  life  and  chara<5ler  have  been  already 
given  to  the  public ;  and  I  am  happy  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
add  fome  authentic  anecdotes  of  his  difgrace  and  death. 

After  the  unfortunate  battle  of  Zuric,  Suvarof  was  feized  with 
a  dangerous  illnefs,  probably  occafioned  by  the  violent  fatigue  he 
had  undergone  in  his  paflage  through  Switzerland.  The  news  of 
hi^  indjfpofition  had  no  fooiicr  reached  Petcrft)urgh,  than  a  phyfi- 

cian 
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He  v.as  conveyed  to  Yaitfk,  and  delivered  to 
count  Panin  at  Simbirfk,  who  fent  him,  with  his 

principal 

« 

clan  (Dr.  Vifchart)  was  difpatched  to  attend  him ;  orders  for  bis 
return  were  at  the  fame  time  forwarded  ;  and  it  was  fignified  to 
him,  that  apartments  were  prepared  in  the  palace  for  his  reception, 
and  that  he  was  to  receive  the  lame  honours  as  the  imperial 
family. 

Suvarof  fufpe£ting  the  intention  of  the  emperor  to  fecede  from 
the  alliance,  pleaded  ill-health  to  remain  at  his  poft,  and  reprefent- 
ed,  in  ftrong  terms,  the  neceflity  of  an  immediate  re-inforcement. 
Thele  reprefentations  ill  accorded  with  the  views  of  Paul,  whp  had 
conceived  a  violent  difguft  againfl:  the  Houfe  of  Auftria.  Orders 
being  again  difpatched  to  Savarof  to  return,  he  repeated  his  re- 
monftrances  5  but  at  length  commenced  his  march,  moving  by 
How  ftages,  and  fixed  his  winter  quarters  in  Bohemia.  At  lail  a 
courier  from  St.  Peterfburgh  amved  with  pofitive  commands  to 
return  to  Ruffia  without  delay  j  and  acquainted  him,  in  terms 
ftrongly  marking  the  high  difpleafure  of  the  fovereign,  that  the 
apartments  deftined  for  him  in  the  palace  were  already  difpofed  of, 
and  that  his  prefence  was  not  neceflkry  in  the  capital. 

From  this  moment  his  intellefts  were  fenfibly  afFecled.  Not- 
withftanding  the  efforts  of  his.  phyfician,  he  perilled  in  travelling 
incellantly,  and  on  the  days  in  which  his  fever  intermitted,  under- 
went iiich  fatigue  as  thole  in  healtii  could  not  bear  without  in- 
convenience. 

At  length  reaching  Peterlburgh,  he  v.as  obliged  to  take  refuge 
in  a  fmall  houfe  fituated  in  an  obfcure  quarter  of  the  town,  and 
belonging  to  a  diltant  relation,  of  the  name  of  QuaAof.  Oa 
the  night  of  his  arrival,  according  to  tlie  infoiination  of  a  perfon 
whofaw  him,  his  appear.-uice  was  humiliating  and  affedling;  he  was 
wan  arid  emaciated,  more  refemblinga  corpfethan  an  animated  be- 
ing ;  his  intellects  were  difordcred,  but  iiis  underftanding  returned 
at  intervals,  and  he  occafionally  recoUefted,  and  fpoke  affectionately 
to  many  of  thofe  who  were  prelent. 

The  medicines  which  were  adminiftered,  and  the  repofe  which 

he 
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principal  affociates  to  Mofcow;  where  he  ar- 
rived ill   the  month  of  November  1774.     On 

his 

he  enjoyed  after  his  fatiguing  journey,  reftored  his  faculties,  and  he 
gave  a  proof  of  the  fingularity  of  his  difpofition,  and  the  indepen- 
dence of  his  fpirit,  by  the  manner  in  which  he  received  a  mtflage 
from  the  emperor  Paul  two  days  after  his  arrival,  fent  his  favourit» 
and  prime  minifter  count  Raftofsin,  (who  had  been  formerly  a  fubal- 
tern  in  his  regiment)  to  inquire  after  his  health.  He  affefted  to 
difbelieve  that  Raftofsin  was  prime  minifter,  becaufe  he  appeared 
in  the  new  military  coftume,  and  when  his  quality  was  repeatedly 
declared,  at  length  pretended  to  apologize,  and  faid  he  had  miftaken 
him  from  his  jack-boots  for  an  officer  of  tlie  police.  In  the 
courfe  of  the  converfation,  he  fuddenly  apoftrophifed  the  mi- 
nifter by  his  chriftian  name,  and  faid,  furely  you  were  an  under 
officer  in  my  regiment.  Raftofsin  replying  in  the  affirmative, 
Suvarof  exclaimed,  "  happy  Ruflla  !  whofe  minifters  are  drawn 
from  every  ftation.  In  other  countries,  indeed,  tlie  employments 
of  ftatc  are  filled  by  thofe  who  have  been  bred  up  in  the  details  of 
office,  and  grown  grey  in  the  feivice.  But  Ruffia  is  above  thefe 
antiquated  prejudices  !'' 

A  perfon  who  vifited  him  two  days  before  his  death,  found  him 
totally  childifti ;  he  amufed  himfelf  with  giving  away  eftates  which 
he  did  not  poflefs,  as  well  as  in  making  imaginaiy  gifts  of  Perfian 
horfes,  and  lich  furs,  which  thofe  to  whom  he  diftributed  his 
largeffes  pretended  to  receive  with  great  acknowledgments  of  his 
liberality. 

In  this  melancholy  ftate,  he  continued  till  the  hour  of  his  death, 
which  happened  on  the  i8th  of  May.  His  body  was  laid  in  ftate  in 
thehoufe  wherehedied,  and  the  room  wasfo  fmall  asfcarccly  to  ad- 
mit fufficient  fpace  for  the  canopy,  and  for  the  numerous  cuffiions 
on  which  his  different  orders  of  knighthood  were  placed.  All  ranks 
of  people  crowded  to  vifit  his  remains,  and  the  enthufiaftic  attach- 
ment of  the  Rufljans  to  their  general  was  as  great  at  this  period, 
■  as  in  the  midft  of  his  vidorious  career,  potwithftanding  the  difap- 
probation  of  the  fovereign. 

The 
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his  examination,  he  acknowledged  all  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  his  impoilure,  and  was  publicly 
beheaded  in  the  city  of  Mofcow,  on  the  21  ft  of 
January.  His  body  was  then  quartered,  and  ex- 
pofed  in  difterent  places. 

The  indignation  of  the  emperor,  which  had  been  firft  excited  by 
his  bitter  farcafms  againll  the  new  military  fyiiem,  and  his  delays  in 
marching  back  his  troops,  was  increafed  by  bis  treatment  of  Raftof- 
iin,  and  furvifed  his  deceafe.  The  funeral  of  Suvarof  completed 
his  lingular  and  unmerited  difgrace :  after  having  been  honoured 
by  every  diitinftion  a  fovereign*  could  beftow,  after  being  prayed 
for  in  the  chapel  of  the  court,  together  with  the  imperial  family, 
after  being  made  a  prince  of  the  empire,  and  generalifilmo  of  all 
the  forces,  a  rank  equal  to  that  pofiefied  by  the  emperor  himfelf, 
and  after  having  conducted  a  brilliant  and  vidtorious  campaign, 
he  was  buried  without  common  military  honours.  A  few  foJ- 
diers  from  a  marching  regiment  attended  the  proceflion  inftead 
of  the  battalions  of  guards,  no  artillery  was  allowed  excepting 
forae  fmall  pieces  of  cannon,  which  feemed'  to  burlefque  inftead 
of  adding  dignity  to  the  ceremony,  and  even  the  caparifoned 
horfe  was  forbidden  to  be  led.  The  populace  felt  and  difplayed 
their  indignation  at  this  infulting  and  ftudied  difrefpect ;  but  the 
vigilance  of  the  police  obliged  them  to  munnur  in  fecret,  and  in  a 
fliort  time  all  feemed  to  have  been  forgotten,  excepting  by  thofe 
who  were  able  to  appreciate  the  merit  of  Suvarof. 

The  refentment  of  the  emperor  did  not  confine  itfelf  to  the 
remains  of  the  deceafed  hero,  but  extended  to  hjs  family.  His  fon, 
who  in  confideratlon  of  his  father's  fervices,  had  beejj  fuddenly 
raifed  to  the  rank  of  major-general,  was  totally  deprived  of  his 
military  charafter,  and  reduced  to  the  poll  of  cliamberlain,  which 
he  held  before  his  elevation,  and  his  marriage  with  the  daughter 
ot  the  duke  of  Courland  ivas  broken  off,  by  the  interference  of 
tlie  court. 

It  appears  from  recent  accounts,  that  the  emperor  Alexander 
has  attempted  to  compenfate  for  the  negleft  of  Paul,  by  erefting 
the  Itatue  of  Suvarof  in  the  imperial  garden  at  Peterfburgh. 

Nothing 
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Nothing  can  place  the  humanity  of  the  em- 
prefs  in  a  flronger  light,  tlian  that,  at  the  con- 
cliifion  of  a  rebellion  \vhich  almoft  Ihook  her 
throne,  the  impoftor  Pagatchef  was  not  put  to 
the  torture  *  ;  and  that  only  he  and  four  of  his 
principal  confederates  fuffered  death. 

*  When  I  vifited  the  prifon  of  Mofcow,  I  faw  feveral  horrid  in- 
ilruments,  which  had  been  made  to  torture  Pagatchef,  but  which, 
by  the  emprefs's  pofitlve  orders,  were  not  ufed.  L'Evefque,  who 
is  feldom  miftaken,  is  therefore  wrong,  in  afierting  that  he  was 
racked  to  death.    *^  Ilperitdufupplite  de  laroue,''''    Vol.  V.  p.  143. 
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XE  morning,  as  I  flrollcd  through  the 
ftreets  of  Peterfburgh,  near  the  market- 
place, I  obferved  a  large  crowd  of  people,  and  on 
inquiring  the  caufe  of  this  conco.urfe,  was  in- 
formed, that  the  multitude  was  aflembled  to  fee 
a  felon,  who  had  been  convifted  of  murder,  re- 
ceive the  knoot.  Although  I  naturally  iliud- 
dered  at  the  idea  of  being  a  fpeclator  of  the 
agonies  of  a  fellow-creature,  yet  curiofity  over- 
came my  feelings.  I  penetrated  through  the 
croud,  and  afcendedthe  roof  of  a  wooden  houfe; 
from  whence  I  had  a  di{lin(5t  view  of  the  dread- 
ful operation.  The  executioner  held  in  his 
hand  the  knoot  *  :  this   inftrument  is  a  hard 

thong, 

•  The  following  are  the  exa£t  dimenfions  and  weight  of  a  knoot, 
which  I  procured  in  Rufha,  and  which  is  now  in  my  poflelfion. 

Length  of  the  thong  2  feet ;  breadth  of  the  top  I  of  an  inch  j  at 

the  bottom  -J. — Thicknefs  ^. — Length  of  the  platted  whip  2  feet.— 

<<»>  Circumference 
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thong-,  about  the  thicknefs  of  a  crown-piece, 
and  three  quarters  of  an  inch  broad,  and  tied  to 
a  thick  plaited  whip,  which  is  connefted,  by 
means  of  an  iron  ring,  with  a  finall  piece  of  lea- 
ther fattened  to  a  lliort  wooden  handle. 

The  executioner,  before  every  ftroke,  receded, 
knd  at  the  fame  time  drew  back  the  han<l  which 
held  the  knoot;  tlien,  bounding*  forwards,  he 
ftruck  the  flat  end  of  the  thong  on  the  naked 
back  of  the  criminal  in  a  perpendicular  line, 
reaching  fix  or  feven  inches  from  the  collar  to- 
wards the  waift.  He  began  with  the  right  flioul- 
<der,  and  continued  his  ilrokes  parallel  to  each 
other  quite  to  the  left  iliouldcr;  nor  ceafed  till 
he  had  inflifted  333  laflies,  the  number  prcfcri bed 
by  the  fentence.  At  the  conclullon  of  this  ter- 
rible operation,  the  noftrils  of  the  criminal  were 
torn  with  pincers,  his  face  was  marked  with  a  hot 
iron,  and  he  was  re-condu6ted  to  prifon,  in  order 
to  be  tranfported  to  the  mines  of  Nerfliinlk  in 
Siberia. 

As  feveral  authors  have  crroneoufly  defcribed 

Circumference  of  ditto  zf  inches. — Diameter  of  the  ring  i  inch 
and  ^. — Length  of  the  leather  fpring  i  inch  and  ^. — Length  of  the 
handle  i  foot  zj  inches.— Lengtli  of  the  whole  5  feet  5  ijiches  and 
|. — Weight  II  ounces. 

The  reader  will  judge  of  the  great  force  which  the  fkilful  exe- 
cutioner can  give  to  this  inftrament,  when  informed,  that  if  he  re- 
ceives a  private  order,  he  can  difpatch  the  criininal  by  ftrikinghim 
two  or  three  blows  upon  the  ribs. 

the 
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the  puniihment  of  the  knoot,  I  have  been  thus 
particular  in  relating  what  fell  under  my  obfer- 
vation ;  and  I  fliall  take  this  opportunity  of  mak- 
ing a  few  remarks  on  the  penal  laws  of  RulTia. 

By  the  antient  ftatutes,  felons,  as  well  as  trai- 
tors, were  publicly  executed ;  but  by  an  edi6t  of 
Ehzabeth,  corporal  penalties  were,  except  in 
fome  cafes  of  high  treafon,  fubftituted  in  the 
room  of  capital  fentences;  a  circumilance  pe- 
,  culiar  to  the  Ruffian  code. 

According  to  the  prefent  penal  laws,  offenders 
are  puniflicd  in  the  following  manner.  Perfons 
convicted  of  high  treafon  are  either  beheaded  or 
imprifoned  for  life.  Felons,  after  receiving  the 
knoot,  having  their  noftrils  torn  and  their  faces 
marked,  arc  condemned  for  life  to  work  in  the 
mines  of  Nerfliinfk.  Petty  offenders  ar€  either 
v/hipped  * ,  tranfported  into  Siberia  as  coloniflsj 
or  fentenced  to  hard  labour  for  a  ftated  period. 
Among  the  colonifts  are  included  peafants,  who 
may  be  arbitrarily  configned  by  their  mafters  to 
banilhment  f . 

All  thefe  perfons  are  tranfported  in  fpring  and 
autumn  from  different  parts  of  the  RniTian  do- 

*  There  are  three  inftniments  for  whipping  In  Ruflia:  the  knootf 
the  katzcj  and  the  plett,  both  of  which  latte?  are  a  kind  of  cat-o'^- 
nine-<ails. 

f  Their  mafters  are  empowered  to  inflift  this  punifliment,  only 
afligning  the  offence. 

minions. 
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minions,  they  travel  partly  by  water  and  partly 
by  land,  arc  chained  in  pairs,  and  faftcned  to  a 
long  rope.  When  the  whole  troop  arrives  at 
Tobolfk,  the  governor  alTigns  the  colonifts  who 
are  verfcd  in  handicraft  trades,  to  diffcicnt  mal- 
tcrs  in  the  town ;  others  he  diipofcs  as  vaffals  iii 
the  neighbouring  country.  The  remainder  of 
the  colonifts  proceed  to  Irkutfk,  Avhcre  they  are 
diftributed  by  the  governor  in  the  fame  manner. 
The  felons  are  then  conveyed  to  the  diftricl  of. 
Neifliinfkj  M'liere  they  are  condemned  to  work 
in  the  fdver  mines,  or  at  the  different  forges. 

Travellers,  who  vilitcd  Ruffia  before  the  reign 
6f  Elizabeth,  uniformly  concurred  in  relating 
the  various  modes  of  public  executions,  and  in 
reprobating  tile  fevcrity  of  the  criminal  laws. 
But  though  Ave  may  join  with  every  friend  to 
humanity  in  rejoicing  that  inany  of  thefe  drcad- 
"ful  punjihmcnts  no  loliget  exift: ;  yet  we  cannot 
iiffent  to  the  high  encomiums  paifed  on  the  fu- 
perior  excellence  of  the  penal  code  fmce  the 
fdict  of  Elizabeth,  which  is  fuppofed  to  have 
totally  annulled  capital  condemnations. 

From  this  fupprelhon  of  capital  punilhment  in 
iiW  inftances  excepting  treafon,  Elizabeth  has 
been  reprefented,  not  only  by  the  lix'cly  Voltaire, 
but  even  by  the  fagacious   lilackftone  *" ,   as  a 

pa  ttern 

*  Voltaire  thus  expreffes  himfelf  up4n  this  edift.     "  flmpSra- 

iti:e  Elizabeth  a  acheve,  par  la  clememe,  rewjrage  quefonpere  coiit- 

VOL.  ill.  1  »"'9f« 
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pattern  of  legiflativ-e  clemency.  Though  the 
infliction  of  death  for  offences,  which  ought  not 

to 

menca  par  Us  bix.  Cette  indulgence  a  cte  mime  poujjee  a  un  point, 
dent  tiny  a  point  d''exeniple  dans  I'hijloire  tfautun  peuple.  Elle  a 
promis,  que  pendant  fonregne  perfonne  ne  ferait  puni  de  mart,  (^  atenu 
fa  promeJJ'e.  Elk  eji  la  premiere  fo-wveraine  qui  ait  ainfi  reJpeBela  we 
des  bommes.  Les  malfaiteurs  ont  ete  condamnes  aux  mines  aux 
travaiix  publics:  leurs  chatimens  font  devenus  utiles  a  I'etat;  in- 
ftitution  non  moins  fage  que  humaine.  Partout  ailleurs  on  ne  fait 
que  tuer  un  criininel,  avec  appartil,  fans  avoir  jamais  empeche  les 
crimes.  La  terreur  de  la  mort  fait  moins  d'impreflion  peut-ctre 
fiir  des  mechants  pour  la  plupart  faineants,  que  la  crainte  d'Un 
chatiment  &  d'un  travail  penible  qui  renaiflent  tous  les  jours." 
Hift.  d«  Ruffie,  p.  120. 

Sir  William  Blackilone  makes  the  following  remark  upon  the 
fame  prohibition. 

*'  Was  the  vaft  territory  of  all  the  Ruflias  worfe  regulated  under 
the  late  emprefs  Elizabeth,  than  under  her  more  fanguiiiary  prede- 
ceflbrs?  Is  it  now,  under  Catharine  11.  lefs  civilized,  lefs  focial, 
lefs  fecure  ?  And  yet  nae  are  ajfured,  that  neither  oftheje  illiiflrious 
princejfes  have,  ihratgbo^'t  their  ivbole  adminijlration,  infliHed  the  pe- 
nalty of  death ;  and  the  latter  has,  upon  full  perfualion  of  its  being 
ufelefs,  nay,  even  pernicious,  given  orders  for  abolijhing  it  entirely- 
tiiroughout  her  extenfive  doniinions."  Commentaries,  vol.  IV. 
p.  10. 

And  lately,  L'Evefque,  "  Les  grands  crimes  ont  commence  a 
devenir  plus  rares  fous  ce  regne,  cii perfonne  ni'a  iti  puni  de  morty 
Hifl.  de  Ruflie,  Tom.V.  p.  92. 

Voltaire  afligns,  as  the  grounds  of  his  encomium  on  Elizabeth's 
fuppreffion  of  capital  punifhment,  two  reafons:  1.  The  permanent 
chailifement  which  entails  on  the  oli'ender  a  long  continuance  of 
hardihips  and  mifer}',  has  a  greater  effect  on  the  multitude,  than  the 
furamary  pangs  of  death.  2.  The  prefervation  of  malefaftors  is 
fubfervient  to  public  emolument,  i.  On  the  firll  reafon  I  fhall 
briefly  remark,  that  the  horror  of  difTolution  has  been  repeatedly 
obferved  in  the  generality  of  mankind  to  preponderate  beyond  any 
«ther  terrors;  and  if  we  could  devife  a  punifliment  ra«rc  terrible 
.  tha» 
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to  be  capital,  is  too  frequent  in  many  countries ; 
yet   Elizabeth's   modification   of  the   criminal 

laws 


than  death,  this  new  pimiftiment,  in  order  to  work  its  efFeft  upon 
vulgar  minds,  o\jght  to  be  inflifted  within  the  reach  of  vulgar  ob- 
fervation,  and  not  in  the  remote  region  of  Siberia.  For  can  we 
fuppofe  that  the  lower  clafs  of  mankind,  who  are  governed  by  their 
fenfes,  receive  any  ftrong  impreflion  from  the  cafual  report  of 
fufFerings  endured  at  a  great  diftance?  2.  Voltaire's  fecond  reafon 
for  his  appldufe  of  Elizabeth's  edift,  namely,  the  profit  which  the 
community  derives  from  the  labour  of  a  malefaftor  whofe  life  is 
fpared,  will  hardly  be  allowed  to  hold  good  in  regard  to  murderers; 
for  if  capital  puniftmients  be  really  the  moft  efficacious  prevention 
of  crimes,  they  will  neceffarily  form  a  Itronger  bulwark  round  the 
lives  of  orderly  citizens  tlian  any  other  penalties.  The  legiflator, 
therefore,  who  fubverts  this  fecurity  with  a  view  to  the  emolument 
of  the  ftate,  actually  revives  the  old  barbarous  cuftom  of  weighing 
the  life  of  man  in  a  fcaleagainft  pecuniary  advantage,  with  this  ma- 
terial difference,  however,  in  favour  of  that  barbarous  cuftom,  that 
the  latter  alFigned  the  price  of  blood  to  the  relations  of  the  perfon 
whole  blood  had  been  (hed,  and  who  had  a  more  imniEdiate  claim, 
than  the  community  at  large,  on  any  compenfation  made  by  the 
offender. 

Judge  Blackftone  intimates  his  doubts  concerning  the  fuperior 
efficacy  of  capital  puniflunents  over  other  penalties  in  the  fliape  of 
a  query.  Was  the  vaft  territories,  kc.  But  no  reader  can  perhaps 
anfwer  this  queftion  in  the  negative;  nor  could  the  fugacious  au- 
thor himfelf  have  anfwered  it  in  the  affirmative.  For  can  it  be  de- 
cifivcly  determined,  except  by  a  colleftion  and  comparifon,  during 
SL  long  feries  of  years,  of  felonies  refpeftively  committed  under  the 
two  different  modes  of  jurifprudence?  and  judge  Blackftone  does 
not  pretend  to  have  formed  his  theory  on  this  ground.  But  after 
all,  this  reafoning  fuppofes  a  faft  which  in  reality  does  not  exift, 
that  no  criminal  has  fuffered  capitally  fmce  the  acceffion  of  Eliza- 
beth ;  the  fallacy  of  whicli  affcrtion  is,  X  flatter  myfeU^  abundantly 
proved  in  the  text. 

12  I  entered 
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laws  is  perhaps  no  Icfs  exceptionable,  in  point  of 
policy  and  expedience,  than  illufive,  in  regard  to 
its  fiippofed  lenity. 

For  lliould  Ave  even  erroneoiifly  imagine,  with 
fome  authors,  that  the  edicl  has  been  literally 
obeyed,  and  that,  dining  the  fpace  of  forty  years, 
not  one  criminal  fitffered  death  throughout  the 
vail  empire  of  Ruflia ;  furely  this  lenity  to  the 
nioft  atrocious  crimes  muft  be  coniidered  as  ex- 
tremely injurious  to  fociety.  -As  a  denunciation 
of  death  is  to  the  generality  of  mankind,  the 
moft  formidable  prevention  of  crimes,  the  re- 
moval of  this  falutary  terror  withdraws  a  mate- 
rial fafeguarfl  from  the  lives  and  property  of 
worthy  citizens,  and  diminiflies  that  fecurity 
which  they  have  a  right  to  claim  from  the  pro- 
teftion  of  the  laws. 

The  nioft  benevolent  perfon  will  probably  en- 
tertain no  extrjiordinary  veneration  for  this  boaft- 
ed  abolition  of  ca])ital  puniihment,  when  he  re- 
flects, that  though  the  criminal  laws  of  Ruflia  do 
not  literally  fentence  malefaftors  to  death,  they 
itill  confign  many  to  that  doom  through  the  me- 

I  entered  RufTia  fully  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  notron,  that  no 
perfons  were  everpuniflied  with  death.  I  was  firft  undeceived  by 
ft  foreign  gentleman,  to  whom  I'addrefled  the  queftion,  Whether 
there  were  any  capital  executions  in  RufTia  ?  "  Malefadlors,  in-' 
deed,"  he  returned,  "  are  not  beheaded  or  hanged  ?  but  are  not 
infrequently  knooted  to  death," 

diiim 
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^liiim  of  punifliments,  in  fome  circuniftances,  al- 
moft  aiTuredly,  if  not  profcifcdly,  fatal,  which 
mock  with  the  hopes  of  hfe,  l)ut  in  leaHty  protract 
tlie  horrors  of  deatii,  and  emhilter  with  delay  an 
event  which  reafon  and  hnmanity  wifli  to  he  in- 
ftantaneous.  For  M'hcn  avc  confider  that  many 
felons  expire  under  the  intli<^tion,  or  from  tlie 
confequenccs  of  the  knoot ;  that  fcveral  are  ex- 
haufted  hy  the  fatii>,-Lie  of  the  long  journey  to 
^Ncrfliinflv  * ,  and  that  the  forlorn  jcnmant  periili 
in  general  prematurely  from  the  unwholcfome- 
nefs  of  the  mines,  it  will  he  dilficidt  to  view  the 
doom  of  thefe  unhappy  outcafts  in  any  other 
light  than  that  of  a  lingering  execution.  In 
effect,  fmce  the  promulgation  of  the  edict,  a  year 
has  never  paflcd  in  which  many  atrocious  cri- 
jninals,  though  legally  condemued  to  other  pe- 
nalties, have  not  fuffered  death.  And  indeed, 
upon  a  general  calculation,  perhaps  it  M'ill  he 
found,  that  notwithftanding  the  apparent  mild- 
nefs  of  the  penal  code,  not  fewer  malefactors 
fuffer  death  in  lluilia,  than  in  thofe  countries 
wherein  that  mode  of  punillniient  is  appointed 
by  the  laws.  It  is  therefore  evident,  that  ca- 
pital penalties  are  virtually  retained,  although 
the  chief  utility  refulting  from  the  terror  qX' 
death  is  confiderably  diminiflied. 

•  4776  inilei  from  Peterfburgh. 

I  .'3  The 
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The  panegyrifts  of  Elizabeth  would  have  en- 
tertamecl  fome  doubts  concernhig  her  boafted 
clemeney,  had  they  recoUefted  that  flie  ftill  re- 
tained a  horrid  procefs  for  the  puipoie  of  extort- 
Tiig  confeflion  from  perfons  charged  with  trea*- 
fonable  defigns.  The  arms  of  the  fufpe6ted  per- 
fon  being  tied  behind  by  a  rope,  he  was  drawn  up 
to  a  confiderable  height :  from  whence,  being 
fuddenly  precipitated  and  fuddenly  checked,  the 
violence  of  the  concuffion  diflocated  his  Ihoul- 
ders,  and  in  that  deplorable  fituation  he  under- 
went the  knoot.  To  this  dreadfid  engine  of 
barbarity  and  defpotifm,  Elizabeth  gave  unli- 
mited fcope  :  during  her  whole  reign,  it  was  ap- 
plied even  at  the  difcretion  of  inferior  and  igno- 
rant magiftrates,  and  was  not  abolilhed  until  the 
accelTion  of  Catharine,_who  has  prohibited  the 
ufe  of  torture. 

Although  the  fovereign  is  abfolute  in  the  moft 
unlimited  fenfe  of  the  word ;  yet  the  prejudice  of 
the  Ruffians  in  regard  to  the  neceffity  of  torture 
(and  a  wife  legiilator  will  always  refpe6l  popular 
prejudices,  however  abfurd)  was  fo  deeply  rooted 
by  imlnemorial  ufage,  that  it  required  great  cif' 
cum.fpeftion  not  to  raife  difcontents  by  an  imme- 
diate abolition  of  that  inhuman  practice.  Ac- 
cordingly, the  cautious  manner  in  M'hich  it  M'as 
gradually  fupprefled,  difcovered  as  much  j^'flg- 
ment  as  benevolence.     In  1762,  Catharine  took 

a^vay 
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away  the  power  of  intlictinpj  torture  fi-um  the 
vayvodes,  or  inferior  jiiftices,  hy  whom  it  had 
been  fliamefully  abufetl.  In  1 7G7,  a  fecret  order 
was  iffiied  to  tlie  judges,  tliat  \v'henever  they 
ihould  think  torture  requifite  to  force  confelTion, 
they  fhould  lay  the  general  articles  of  the  charge 
before  the  governor  of  the  province  for  his  con- 
fideration;  and  all  the  governors  had  received 
previous  directions  to  determine  the  cafe  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  laid  down  in  the  third* 
queftion  of  the  tenth  chapter  of  inftructions  for 
a  code  of  laws ;  wherein  torture  is  proved  to  be 
no  lefs  ufelefs  than  cruel.  This,  therefore,  was 
a  tacit  abolition  of  torture,  which  has  been  fincc 
formally  and  publicly  annulled.  The  prohibi- 
tion of  this  horrid  fpecies  of  judicature,  through- 
out the  Ruffian  enipirr,  forms  a  memorable  tera 
in  the  annals  of  humanity. 
«  At  Mofcow  and  Peterlburgh  I  vifited  the 
prifons,  of  which  I  have  given  an  account  in  a 
former  publication  t  •  In  this  place  I  lliall  only 
remark  in  general,  that  the  emprefs,  informed  of 
my  refearches  in  relation  to  prilbns,  with  a  con- 
defcenfion  peculiar  to  her  character,  permitted 
me  to  deliver  to  count  Ivan  Tchernichef,  vice- 
prefidcnt  of  the  admiralty,  a  lift  of  queries,  on 

*  Queftion  III.  "  La  queflion  ne  bleje-t-elle  pas  la  jujlice,  et  con- 
duit-elle ail  but,8cc.""  See  Inlhuftionsde Catharine  II.  &c. p. 51 1055, 

t  Account  of  the  prifons  and  hofpitals  in  Ruflla,  Sweden,  and 
Penmark. 

I  4  fomc 
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fome  of  which  I  received  information,  by  her 
orders,  from  her  beft-informed  governors  *  ,  and 
others  fhe  even  condcfccnded  to  anAver  heifelf, 
Her  anfwers  I  fliall  here  fubjohi,  with  a  fidl  con- 
viction, that  obfervations  even  of  lefs  moment 
would  be  rendered  acceptable  by  the  authority 
of  fo  diftinguiflied  a  chara6ler. 

Queries  upon  the  Ruf-     Anfaers  dictated  by  the, 

Jian  prifons,  deliver-         cmprefs  to  her  jeer  e- 

ed  to  the  emprefi.  tary,  and  fent  to  th^ 

author. 


1.  Is  there  any  gcr 
tieral  plan  for  the  con- 
Jtruction  of  prifons,  and 

(heir  interior  dijiribu- 
tion  ?  and  are  they  ifur 
ally  fit uate din  the  fub- 
\irbs^  and  near  the  run-, 
ning  water  ? 

2.  What  precautions 
are  taken,  in  order  fo 
keep  the  prifons  clean, 
and  to  prevent  epidemi- 
cal diftempers? 


"  1.  There  has  becq 
hitherto  no  general  plan 
for  the  conftru6lion  of 
prifons,  nor  rules  for 
their  diftribution  and 
fituation. 


^'  2.  There  is  no  more- 
regulation  for  the  cleanT 
linefs  of  the  prifons, 
than  for  their.  conftruCT- 
tion  and  fituation.  By 
an  abufe  favourable  to 


*  I  have  made  ufe  of  thefe  papers  in  the  treatife  mentioned  in 
the  lalt  note. 

thft 
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-  the  prifoners,  they  are 
in  many  places  permit^ 
ted  to  go  tg  t]ie  baths. 
It  is  probable  that  the 
cold  alone  prevents  cpir 
demicaj  diforders. 

,  Q.  Inthp^iiafeparate         "  3,  Notcveiy  where, 

infirmary  for  the  fick  ? 

4.  Arc  pctti/  offend-         ''  4.  Although   it  is 
i;rs  kepi  apart  from  the     prefcribed  by  the   aur 

felons,  a)id  are  the  fe-  tjent  laws  that  a  felon, 
fons  alfo feparatedfi'om  ft^ntcnced  to  death,  fliaU 
fach  other  f  be   kept  in  a  feparate 

joom,  called  the  cham- 
ber of  repentance,  ncr 
verthelefs,  there  are 
no  wliere  chaml3ers  of 
that  defcription. 

5.  Are  the  prifoners         5.  Every  fpecies  of 
permitted  to  pur  chafe     ^ood  is  fold  in  the  pri^ 

fpirituous  liqaor£,  and  fons,  but  the  jailor  can- 
'  ^0  the  jailors  fell  thm?  iiot  fell  fpirituous  li- 
quors, and  that  for  twq 
reafons:  Firft,  becaufe 
fpirituous  liquors  can 
only  be  fold  by  thofe 
who  farm  the  right  of 
vending  them  from  the 
crown.  SecondIy,which 
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6.  Are  female  crimi- 
nals put  in  irons  ? 


7.  Is  the  fate  of  cri- 
minals condemned  to 
hard  labour  ever  miti- 
gated in  cafe  of  refor- 
mation ?  Do  they  zcear 
ciiy  badge  of  infamy, 
and  is  it  taken  away 
vpon  good  behaviour  ? 


is  very  extraordinary, 
there  are  no  jailors  *  to 
any  of  the  prifons,  al- 
though the  laws  make 
mention  of  them. 

"  6.  The  laws  arc 
iilent  upon  this  head. 
So  that  whenever  this 
ciiftom  is  pra6tifed,  it 
muft  be  reckoned  a- 
moiig  thofe  innumer- 
able abiifes  which 
ought  to  be  abolifliedf. 

"  7.  Criminals  con- 
demned to  public  la- 
bour are  tranfported  : 
for  murder  they  are 
branded  in  the  face 
with  a  hot  iron,  &c. 
fome  are  chained,  o- 
thers  have  their  noftrils 
torn,  and,  unlefs  upon 
a  general  or  particular 


•  The  prifoners  are  guarded  by  foldiers. 

f  The  original  paflage,  which  is  in  the  French  language,  does 
not  adniit  of  a  literal  tranflation: 

"  Les  Icix  pajfentfims  filence  ce  point :  ainfi  ce  que  pourroit  fefaire  a 
tet  e^ard  peut  etre  compti  parmi  Vinombrable  qiiatitite  des  abus.  Ces 
shusfont  p3ur  la  plupert  autant  de  cloux  qu'il  faut  tirer  du  corps  poll- 
trptt  de  tctat  ou  oh  les  trouve.^'' 

amnefty, 
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amnelily,  they  receive 
no  mitig^ation. 
8.  Are    there  fixed         "  8.  The  laws  fettled 

times  and  places  in  the     indeed  certain  times  for 
feveral provinces  for  the     thispurpofe;  but,  as  a 

trial  of  criminals  ?  great  number   of  dif- 

ferent affairs  and  trials 
were  decided  in  the 
fametrihunal,tlie  courts 
of  criminal  juftice  were 
very  dilatory  in  their 
proceedings. 

"  See  tlie  manifefto 
of  1775,  at  the  head  of 
the  Regulations,*  &c." 

"  New  Plan  for  the  Ruffian  prifons,  to  be  intro- 
duced into  each  government. 

"  1.  To  divide  the  prifons  into  civil  and  cri- 
minal. C.  The  criminal  prifon  fliall  be  diftri- 
buted  into  three  parts.  The  firft,  for  criminals 
before  and  during  trial ;  the  fecond,  for  perfons 
fentenced  to  confinement  for  a  flated  time;  and 
the  third,  for  felons  capitally  convicted,  con- 
demned to  perpetual  imprifonment,  or  to  the 
public  works.  iJ.  Each  part  Ihall  be  feparate, 
one    for  the  men,   the    other  for  the  women, 

•  Reglements  de  fk  maj.  imp.  pour  I'adminiftration  des  Gou- 
verneraents,  &c. 

4.  There 
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4.  There  fhall  be  an  infirmary  for  fick  prifoncrs. 

5.  The  prifon  iliall  be  conftructed  without  the 
town,  in  an  airy  fititation,  and  near  the  water." 

It  cannot  be  otherwife  than  afubjecl  of  plcaf- 
jng  refleclion,  that  this  great  princefs  thus  con- 
defcends  to  contemplate  and  alleviate  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  even  the  wretched  victims  to  publip 
jufticc;  but  how  much  more  will  our  veneration 
be  encreafe4,  ^hen  we  confider  her  as  erc6ling 
the  glorious  fuperllru6lure  of  national  happinef^ 
on  the  firm  bafis  of  cqjual  legiflation  P 

The  emprefs,  at  her  acceihon,  found  the  Ruf? 
fian  cocle  of  laws  a  rude  and  indigefled  chaos, 
and  faw  the  immediate  neceflity  of  reformation. 
The  courts  of  juftice  were  regulated  by  the  fta^ 
tutes  of  Alex^y  IVIichaelovitch  * ,  extremely 
defective  both  as  to  order  and  precifion;  and  by 
the  ulcafes  or  imperial  mandates  ifTued  by  Peter 

*  The  earlieft:  regular  code  of  written  laws  was  formed,  in  1542* 
■oy  Ivan  Vaflilievitch  II.  from  precedents  and  antient  cuftoms. 
The  ftatutes  of  Alexey  Miphaelovitch,  alluded  to  in  the  texf,  were 
chiefly  compofcd  from  tjie  abuve-jnentioned  code,  from  the  man- 
dates of  the  fovercigns  fubfequent  to  Ivan  Vaflilievitch  II.  from  the 
tlecifions  of  the  boiars,  who  in  thofe  times  preiided  in  the  high 
courts  of  juftice,  and  from  the  Kyzantine  laws  or  edidts  illued  by 
the  Greek  emperors  of  Conftantinople.  The  new  ftatutes,  com- 
piled from  thefe  fources,  with  a  few  editions,  being  in  1650  read 
'n  the  tzar^s  prefence,  were  printed,  and  a  copy  fent  into  each  pi-o^ 
vince. 

See  Stktuta  Mofchpvltica  in  Herberfteini  Itin.  in  Mofchoviam; 
alfoVon  Juftiz-Wefen  in  Haygqld's  Beylagen,p.  379. 
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and  his  fuccelfors,  uncommonly  riumerous,  an«l 
in  many  important  points  contradidory  to  each 
other. 

The  vaft  empire  of  RuHia  was  dirtribiite<l  into 
a  fewcxtenlive  governments  ;  eacli  L^-overnmcnt 
was  fubdivided  into  provinces,  and  each  province 
into  diftricls,  or  circles.  Over  each  government 
was  a  governor,  over  the  provinces  away  vodc  and 
his  officers,  ^ho  formed  a  chancery ;  over  the 
diftric'ls  an  inferior  way  vode,  or  juftice  of  peacc. 
The  abides  rcfulting  from  this  diftribiition  arc 
fiifiiciently  detailed  in  a  palfage,  from  the  ma- 
nifefto  of  the  emprcfs  prefixed  to  the  firft  part  of 
the  new  code  *  : 

*'  We  find  that  many  governments  are  not 
fufticiently  provided  with  tribunals  or  officers  of 
juftice,  in  proportion  to  their  extent ;  that  not 
only  the  affairs  of  the  treafiiry  and  police,  but 
alfo  civil  and  criminal  caufes  are  tried  in  the 
fame  court  in  whicli  the  adminiftration  of  go- 
vermnent  is  carried  on.  Nor  are  the  provinces 
and  diftritHs  leis  liibjecltofunilar  inconveniences-; 
as  the  ible  chancery  of  the  wayvode  is  the  only 
court  which  has  cognizance  of  fo  many  and 
fuch  different  aifairs.  llie  diforders  refultinsr 
from  thefe  circumftances  arc  but  too  evident. 
On  one  lidc  delays,  omilhons,  and  vexations,  arc 
the  natural  confequenccs  of  fo  incongruous  and 

*  Reglenients  de  Catharine  IL  &c.  p.  VII. 

defc6live 
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defeftive  a  conftitution  ;  M'hcre  one  bufmefs  im- 
pedes another ;  and  where  the  impoffibility  of 
terminatino;  matters  fo  various  in  the  fole  chan- 
eery  of  the  vayvode  occafions  procraftination, 
negle<^  of  duty,  and  admits  only  a  partial  dif- 
patch  of  bufmefs.  On  the  other  fide,  thefe  de- 
lays generate  chicanery,  and  encourage  the  com- 
miffion  of  crimes ;  becaufe  the  punifliment  does 
not  follow  the  tranfgreffion  of  the  laws  with  that 
celerity  which  is  neceffary  to  reprefs  and  ftrike 
terror  into  offenders  ;  while  endlefs  appeals  from 
one  court  to  another  are  perpetual  obftru6tions 
to  juftice." 

But  the  greateft  evil  to  the  lower  clafs  of  peo- 
ple arofe  from  the  enormous  authority  of  the  in- 
ferior wayvode,  who,  though  ufually  a  perfon  of 
low  birth,  and  totally  ignorant  of  the  laws,  yet 
could  not  only  impofe  punilhment  for  petty  of- 
fences, but  had  even  the  power  of  ordering  the 
knoot,  inflicting  torture,  and  tranfporting  to 
Siberia.  Hence  perfons  fufpe6ted  of  crimes  were 
detained  in  prifon  feveral  years  without  being 
brought  to  a  final  trial,  were  tortured  without 
fufficient  proof,  and  frequently  more  than  once. 
Many  fovereigns  (ince  Alex^y  Michaelo- 
vitch,  particularly  Peter  1.  framed  proje61s  for 
amending  the  Ruffian  jurifprudence,  but  never 
carried  it  into  execution.  The  completion  of 
this  arduous  undertaking  was  referved  for  Ca- 
tharine 
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tharine  II;  who,  in  1767,  fummoned  deputies 
to  Molcow  from  evejy  pait  of  her  extenfive  do- 
mmaons,  and  having  appointed  commiffionei-s 
for  compofnig  a  new  code  of  laws,  dehvered  to 
them  her  Grand  Inftruftions  *,  \vritten  by  her 
imperial  majcfty  in  the  true  fpirit  of  genuine 
legiflation.  In  conformity  to  thefe  inftructions, 
the  firft  part  of  a  nevv^  code  appeared  in  1775, 
and  a  fecond  part  in  17  8a,  and  it  has  been  re- 
ceived in  many  of  the  new  governments  into 
which  the  Ruffian  empire  is  divided.  Many 
abufes  have  been  removed  by  thefe  new  infti- 
tutions ;  and  many  ftill  exifting  are  to  be  abo- 
Jiflicd. 

Though  an  ample  detail  of  thefe  regulations 
falls  not  within  the  compafs  of  the  prefen,t  work ; 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  curiofity  of  the  public 
will  be  in  fome  meafure  gratified  by  enumerating 
the  moft  llriking  peculiarities  in  this  extenfive 
plan,  which  has  modified  the  whole  fyftem  of 
government. 

The  empire,  divided  by  Peter  the  Great  into 

*  "  Inftrudions  de  Catharine  II.  pour  la  CommifTion  chargee 
dedrefler  le  Piojet  d'lm  Nouveau  Code  de  Loix."  St.  Pet.  1769. 
Thefe  inftruftionsliave  been  tranflated  into  moft  modern  languages, 
and  into  Englifli  by  Tatifchef,  a  Ruflian  gentleman,  to  which  is 
prefixed,  a  description  of  the  manner  of  opening  the  commiUlon, 
with  the  order  and  rules  for  elefting  the  commiflioners  appointed 
to  frame  a  new  code  of  laws.  See  The  Grand  luilruflions,  &c. 
printed  by  Jefferys. 

nine 
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liine  cxteniive  governments,  is  now  diftributed 
into  a  larger  number  *,  each  upon  an  average 
containing  only  from  3  to  400,000  males.  One 
or  more  of  tbefe  governments  is  fuperintended 
by  -a  Namejihick,  or  lord-lieutenant,  and  eacK 
has  a  vice-governor,  a  council,  civil  and  crimi- 
nal courts  of  judicature,  fome  of  Avhofe  members 
are  appointed  by  the  fo\creign,  and  the  others 
chofen  by  the  nobles.  By  this  inftitution  Catha- 
rine has,  in  fome  inftances,  circumfcribed  hef 
prerogative,  by  diminilliing  the  power  of  thofft 
tribunals  A\hich  were  only  dependent  upon  the 
crown,  or  transferring  it  to  the  nobles,  and  in-* 
vefting  them  with  many  additional  privileges 
with  refpe<5l  to  the  adminiftration  of  jiiftice.  By 
introducing  likewife  into  each  government  fu-^ 
perior  tribunals,  whofe  decifion  is  final,  Ihe  has 
prevented  frequent  appeals  to  the  imperial  col- 
leges at  Peterlburgh  and  Mofcow,  A\'hich  ■v\-ere 
attended  with  confiderablc  expence  and  delay. 
By  eftablilhing  or  feparating  the  ditferent  boards 
of  finance,  police,  &c.  from  the  courts  of  law, 
which  before  impeded  each  other  by  meeting  in 

*  The  firft  provinces  erefted  into  government?,  according  to  the 
new  inftitution,  were  Tver  and  Smolenflco,  in  January  1776. 
Thofe  which  hav4  been  lince  efta'olifhed,  either  before  or  during 
my  refidence  in  Ruflia,  were  in  the  following  order :  Novogorod 
and  Kaluga,  in  December  1776 ;  Plefcof,  Yaroflaf,  and  Tula,  in 
December  1777;  Polotik  and  Mohilef,  in  May  1778;  Refan,  Vo- 
lodimir,  Koftroma,  and  Oicl,  in  December  1 778.  See  a  lift  of 
U^  governments,  Book  VI.  Ch,  i.  p.  339. 

tlie 
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the  fame  place,  Die  has  facilitated  the  difpatch 
ofbufinefs,  and  rendered  the  adminiftration  of 
juftice  more  fpecdy.  She  has  increafed  the  fa- 
laries  of  the  judges,  who,  from  the  narrpwnefs  of 
their  income,  were  expofcd  to  almoll  irrefiftible 
temptations  from  bribery ;  or,  to  ufe  her  own 
expreflions  to  the  judges,  in  her  celebrated  cdi6t, 
"  Formerly  your  neceffities  might  have  induced 
you  to  be  too  attentive  to  your  own  intcrefts  ; 
your  country  now  pays  your  labours,  and  what 
before  might  admit  of  fome  excufe,  from  this 
moment  becomes  a  crime." 

To  thefe  regulations  muft  be  added  the  aboli- 
tion of  torture;  the  eftablilhment  of  proper 
boundaries  between  the  governments,  which  has 
prevented  many  diifenfions  and  law-fuits;  the  ap- 
pointment of  regular  phyficians  and  furgeons,  in 
various  diftrids,  at  the  expcnce  of  the  crown;  the 
foundation  of  fchools,  and  the  eftabliihment  of 
new  feminaries  for  thole  intended  for  holy  or- 
ders ;  the  eredion  of  new  bodies  corporate  with 
additional  immunities ;  the  grant  of  freedom  to 
numberlefs  vafials  of  the  croAvn  ;  and  the  means 
taken  to  facilitate  the  emancipation  of  the  pca- 
fants.  But  of  all  the  plans,  none  is  more  ufeful  and 
praife-worthy  than  the  cltablilliment  of  fciiools 
in  every  government,  formed  on  the  molt  com- 
prehenfivc  fcale  and  liberal  principles. 

An  academy  is  eftablilh cd  at  bt.  ]^eter(])ui.o]i 
VOL.  lii.  iv  lor 
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for  the  inftrudion  of  200  ftiulcnts,  dellgned  to 
be  mafters  of  the  provincial  fchools.     It  is  pro- 
vided Avith  profellbrs  of  hiftory,  mathematics, 
Thetoiic,  and  natural  hiftory ;  Avith  a  German 
maftcr,  and  a  drawing-  mafter.     The  {Indents  are 
felected   from   the  different  feminaries   of  the 
Ruffian  empire,  and,  as  they  have  received  their 
education  as  priefts  of  the  regular  clergy,  un- 
derftand  Latin.     They  are  twenty  years  of  age, 
and  are  to  remain  at  Feterfljurgh  three  years ; 
during  which  period  they  are  inftrucled  in  hif- 
tory, geography,  the  various  branches  of  natural 
philofophy,  and  natural  hiftor3^     They  are  all 
boarded,  lodged,  and  inftru(5led  at  the  emprefs's 
expence.     At  the  conclufioh  of  this  tenti  their 
places  are  to  be  fupplied   by  olhers,  and  they 
will  be  diftributed  in  the  different  parts  of  Ruf* 
fia.     Two  of  thefe  ftudents  will  be  eftabliflied  in 
the  principal  town  of  each  government ;  one  as 
teacher  of  mathematics,   the  other  of  hiftory, 
geography,  and  natural  hiftoiy.     Each  ftudent, 
thus  eftabliilied,  is  to  inftruct  other  ftudents  as 
preceptors  of  the  fmaller  fchools  in  the  leffer 
towns,     llie  regulation  of  this  ufeful  eftablifli- 
ment  is  entrufted  to  a  committee  confifting  of 
fi\'e  members,  who  have  the  fupcrintendance  of 
the  whole. 

Thus  the  great  fchools  in  the  principal  towns 

will  depend  on  the  academy   of  Peterlburgh, 

7  and 
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and  each  fchool  in  the  fmaller  towns  on  the 
principal  fchool  in  each  government ;  a  fclieme 
which,  if  carried  into  execution,  will  effcftually 
promote  the  interior  civilization  of  this  vail 
empire. 

Such  are  the  outlines  of  thefe  excellent  in- 
(litutions.  How  far,  or  in  what  degree,  they 
may  operate  upon  a  people  fo  widely  difperfed, 
and  of  fuch  different  manners  and  cuftoms,  can 
^  only  be  proved  by  time  and  experience.  But 
though  they  may  fail  in  producing  all  thofe 
advantages  which  the  fpeculative  reafoner  might 
expert,  yet  they  muft  be  attended  with  moft 
beneficial  elfec^ls ;  as  fufficiently  appears  from  the 
flourifhingftate  of  thofe  provinces  in  which  they 
have  been  already  admitted.  If  it  be  allowed  that 
many  evils  have  been  reformed,  and  many  im- 
provements introduced,  it  cannot  at  the  fame 
time  be  fuppofed  that  the  national  manners 
ihould  be  fuddenly  changed,  or  that  the  moil 
abfolute  fovereign  can  venture  to  fliake  thofe 
fundamental  cuftoms  which  have  been  fandlion- 
ed  by  ages.  It  is  furely  fufficient  if  the  abufes 
are  remedied,  as  much  as  can  be  expected  in 
fuch  a  country ;  where  the  vaft  difproportion  of, 
rank  and  fortune,  and  the  vaflalage  of  the  pea- 
fants,  render  it  extremely  difticult,  if  not  im-r 
pofTible,  to  eftablifli  at  once  an  impartial  adminif- 
tration  of  juftice, 

K  2  Ruflfia, 
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Ruffia,  with  refpe6t  to  the  vail  mafs  of  peo- 
ple, is  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  in  a\  hich  the 
greater  part  of  Europe  was  plunged  during  the 
nth  and  I2th  centuries;  when  the  feudal  fyf- 
tem  was  gradually  declining;  when  the  unbound- 
ed authority  of  the  land-holders  over*  their  (laves 
was  beginning  to  be  counter-balanced  by  the 
introdu6tion  of  an  intermediate  order  of  mer- 
chants ;  when  new  towns  were  continually  ere6t- 
ing,  and  endowed  with  increafing  immunities, 
and  when  the  croAvn  ventured  to  give  freedom 
to  its  vaiials. 
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CHAP.     5. 

Inquiry  Into  the  prefent  ftate  of  civilization  in  he  Ruflim  empire. 
— Divifion  of  the  inhabitants  into  nobles,  clergy,  mercha  its, 
and  burghers. — Peafants. — Privileges  granted  to  the  merchants, 
burghers,  and  peafants. — State  of  vaflklage. 

MUCH  has  been  written  concerning  the 
great  civilization  whicii  Peter  the  Great 
introduced  into  Ruflia;  that  lie  obliged  the 
people  to  fliave  their  beards,  and  rclincjuilh  their 
national  drefs  ;  that  he  naturalized  the  arts  and 
fciences,  difeiplined  his  army,  created  a  nav)-, 
and  made  a  total  change  throughout  his  exten- 
five  empire.  We  may  readily  admit  the  trutli 
of  this  eidogium  with  refpect  to  his  improve- 
ments in  the  difcij)line  of  his  arniy  and  the  crea- 
tion of  a  navy ;  for  tlicfe  were  objects  within  the 
reach  of  his  perfevering  genius :  but  tlic  ponir 
pous  accounts  of  the  total  change  wliieh  he  is 
faid  to  have  effe6ted  in  the  national  manners, 
feern  the  mere  echoes  of  foreigners,  who  never 
vifited  the  country,  and  who  colle(!^ed  the  hif- 
tory  of  Peter  from  partial  information.  For 
though  a  nation,  compared  with  iifelf  at  a  for- 
mer period,  may  have  made  a  rapid  progrefs 
towards  improvement ;  yet,  as  the  exaggerated 
accounts  which  I  had  heard  and  read  of  the 
great  civilization  diifufcd  throughout  the  whole 
f^m.pire,  led  me  to  expect  a  jnore  jiolillicd  ftate  of 
^  ^  manners. 
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manners,  I  miift  own  I  M^as  aftoniihed  at  the 
barbarilm  in  which  the  bulk  of  the  people  ftill 
continue.     I  am  ready  to  allow  that  the  princi- 
pal nobles  are  as  civilized,  and  as  refined  in  their 
entertainments,  mode  of  living,  and  focial  in- 
terconrfe,  as  thofe  of  other  European  countries* 
But  there  is  a  wide  difference  between  polifliing 
a  nation,  and  polilhing  a  few  individuals.     The 
merchants  and  peafants  ftill  univerfally  retain 
their  national  drefs,  their  original  manners,  and, 
\\'hat  is  moft  remarkable,  the  greater  part  of  the 
merchants   and  burghers   of  the   large  towns, 
even  the  citizens  of  Peteiiburgh  and  Mofcow, 
rcfemble,  in  their  external  appearance  and  gene^ 
ral  mode  of  living,  the  inhabitants  of  the  fmall- 
eft  village ;  and,   notwithftanding  the  rigorous 
edicls  iffued  by  *  Peter  1.  the  far  greater  num- 
ber ftill  Avear  their  beards ;  being  fcarcely  lefs 

*  "  11  brdonna  aux  RuiTes  de  quitter  Thabit  long  et  la  barbe* 
Une  amende  fut  impofee  aux  amateurs  obftines  de  I'ancien  ufage. 
Bien  des  Ruffes,  et  furtout  les  Rozkolniks,  regardaient  le  change- 
inent  d'habit  comme  un  renoncement  a  la  religion,  et  difaient 
qu'il  valaient  mieux  perdre  la  tete  que  la  barbe:  ils  furent  obliges 
de  payer  un  droit  pour  n'etre  pas  rafes,  et  ils  recevaient  un  jetton 
que  leur  fervait  de  quittaiice.  Souvent  a  la  cour  on  enivrait  les 
Vieux  boiars,  et  on  leur  taillait  la  barbe  d'une  maniere  fi  ridicule, 
qu-ils  etaient  obliges  de  garder  la  charabre  pendant  plufieurs  mois, 
on  de  fe  faire  rafer.  On  attachait  aux  portes  des  villes  un  modelle 
du  nouvel  habit,  et  on  rognait  la  robe  de  ceux  qui  re  voulaient  pas 
payer:  on  les  rafait  malgre  eux  dans  les  rues."  L'Evefque,  IV. 
p.  157. 

attached 
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attached  to  that  patriarchal  cuftom  than  their 
anceftors,  when  the  fine  for  mutilating  a  finger 
was  rated  at  \s.  5d. ;  that  for  cutting  off  the 
beard,  or  whifkers,  at  4s.  i  o^.  *. 

Infant,  the  peafants,  who  form  tlic  bulk  of 
the  nation,  are  ftill  almofl  as  deficient  in  the 
arts  as  before  the  reign  of  Peter,  although  the 
fciences  have  flourillied  in  the  capital.  But  the 
civilization  of  a  numerous  and  widely  difperfed 
people  is  not  the  work  of  a  moment,  and  can 
only  be  afFe6tcd  by  a  gradual  and  almoft  infen- 
fible  progrefs. 

If  from  thefe  general  rcflc6tions  we  difiinctly 
confidcr  the  different  claifes  of  fubjects  in  the 
Ruffian  empire,  we  fliall  be  enabled  to  form  fome 
probable  judgment  concerning  the  prefcnt  ftate 
of  civilization. 

The  inhabitants  may  be  divided  into  four 
orders :  nobles  and  gentry,  clergy,  merchants, 
burghers,  and  other  freemen,  and  peafants. 

The  three  firft  include  almoft  all  the  free  fub- 
jeds  of  the  empire,  and  the  latter  all  the  valials 
or  fiaves. 

I,  Tlie  fii-ft  order  comprehend!*  the  nobles  and 
gentry  :  the  fole|perfans  who,  in  the  true  fpirit 

•  Haygold,  I.  j).  337. 

f  Catharine,  in  confirming  tlie  immunities  of  the  nobles,  de- 
creed, "  Que  !e  droit  d'acheter  011  de  vendre  des  terras  ftroit  propre 
ou  particulier  aux  feuls  nobles,"     Le  Clerc,  p.  47^. 

K    4  of 
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of  feudal  defpotifm,  have  a  right  to  poffefs  land  ; 
but  inftead  of  appearing  themfelves,  according 
to  the  tenure  of  that  fyftem,  at  the  head  of  their 
retainers,  are  now  only  expe6ied  to  ferve  in  the 
army,  and  obliged  to  furnifli  recruits  in  propor- 
tion to  the  number  of  their  vaffals. 

In  Ruffia,  as  in  the  Oriental  governments, 
there  is  fcarcely  any  diftindion  of  ranks  among 
the  nobility,  excepting  what  is  derived  from  the 
fcrvice  of  the  fovereign.  Even  the  eldcft  fons  of 
thofe  f)erfons,  who  have  been  raifed  to  the  mod 
confiderable  honours  and  higheft  employments, 
excepting  the  advantages  which  they  undoubt- 
edly retain  of  facilitating  their  promotion  by  a 
ready  acccfs  to  court,  do  not  derive  any  folid 
benefits  from  their  birth,  like  thofe  which  the 
peers  of  England,  the  grandees  of  Spain,  or  the 
dukes,  who  are  peers  of  France,  enjoy  from  their 
hereditary  defcent.  The  importance  of  a  noble 
family  of  large  properiy  and  official  honours,  is 
alinoft  annihilated  on  the  death  of  the  chief; 
becaufe  his  property  is  equally  divided  among 
his  fons;  and  becaufe  titles,  though  allowed  to 
be  hereditary,  do  not,  independent  of  the  fove- 
reign's  favour,  contribute  much  to  aggran^ 
dize  the  polTellbrs:  that  of  a  prince,  a  count,  or  a 
baron,  conveying  in  themfehcs  little  perfonal 
diflin6tion,  uulefs  accompanied  with  a  civil  or 
military  employment. 

Before 
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Before  tlic  a:ra  of  Peter  the  Great,  the  only- 
title  in  Riiffia,  excepting  that  of  hoyar,  which 
fignified  privy-councellor,  and  was  not  heredi- 
tary, and  other  appellations  annexed  to  civil  em- 
•  ployments,  was  that  of  knaes,  which  was  ef- 
teemed  fynonimous  to  prince.  Peifons  who  af- 
fumed  this  title  were  defcended,  or  pretended  to 
be  fo,  either  from  the  different  collateral  hranches 
of  the  reigning  family,  or  from  feme  Lithuanian 
princes  who  eftabli{htH.l  themfclves  in  RnfTia  ia 
the  14th  and  loth  centuries;  or  from  the  nume- 
Tous  Tartar  nobles  who  became  ful)jecls  to  Ivan 
Vaffilievitch  II.  and  his  immediate  fucceffors; 
or  from  feveral  Polilh  and  other  foreign  fami- 
lies, who  fettled  in  this  empire.  In  procefs  of 
time  the  number  of  thefe  princes  increafed  fo 
confiderably,  that,  according  to  Lord  \\'hit- 
worth,  no  lels  than  300  Avere  common  foldiers  in 
prince  Mentchikor.'^  regiment  of  dragoons. 
Though  Peter  the  Great,  in  imitation  of  other 
European  courts,  introduced  the  titles  of  count 
and  baron,  and  his  example  has  been  followed  by 
his  fucceffors.  Vet  neither  thefe  titles,  nor  that  of 
knaes,  have  been  eftcemed  a  fufficient  aggran- 
dizement, becaufe  the  greateft  favourites  of  the 
fovereign  have  been  occaiionally  created,  by  the 
emperor  of  Germany,  princes  of  the  Roman  em- 
pire; as  prince  ^Icntchikof  at  the  rcquefl;  of  Pe- 
ter, 
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ter,  and  princes  Orlof  and  Potemkin,  during  the 
prefent  reign  * . 

According  to  the  fvftem  introduced  bv  Peter 
I.  but  which  has  gradually  been  corrupted  as  it 
has  receded  from  its  fource,  every  perfon  takes 
precedence  from  his  mihtary  rank ;  he  muft 
rife  in  regular  gradation,  and,  before  he  can  be 
an  officer,  mufl  have  ferved  as  a  corporal  or  fer- 
jeant.  But  this  ordinance  is  eafily  eluded;  fre- 
quently infants  are  made  ferjeants  and  corporals, 
and  it  is  not  neceifary  to  have  ferved  even  one 
campaign  in  order  to  obtain  precedence,  as  it 
may  be  conferred  by  civil  offices.  Although 
the  law  of  Peter  I.  which  compelled  each  noble- 
man or  gentleman,  under  pain  of  degradation,  to 
ferve  in  the  army,  was  aboliflicd  by  Peter  Illti 
yet  the  effeds  ftill  fubfift.  No  one  under  the 
rank  of  a  major  is  permitted  to  drive  more  than 
twohorfes;  under  that  of  brigadier,  more  than 
four :  a  nobleman   of  the   higheft  fortune  and 


•  Alfo  prince  Befborodko  and  prince  Ziibof. 

-f-  The  Abbe  de  Chappe,  in  a  remark  upon  the  abolition  of  this 
law  by  Peter  III.  is  guilty  of  a  ridiculous  miftake,  when  he  fup- 
pofes,  that  before  this  decree  the  nobles  -wertjlaves.  About  a  week 
after  his  acceflion  to  the  throne,  Peter  went  to  the  fenate,  and  de- 
clared, "  that  he  had  granted  the  privilege  of /rf<?^o»  to  the  no- 
bility." This  miftake  arofe  from  an  omimon  in  his  decree,  in 
■which  the  nobles  were  only  declared  free,  without  the  addition  of 
to  ferve,  or  not  tofer-ve,  as  thej  tbought  prober.  See  Antidote,  p. 
14810  15a 
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diftinftion,  who  has  never  been  in  the  army,  is 
not  allowed,  excepting  by  the  fpecial  permifllon 
of  the  crown,  to  ufe  in  the  capital  a  carriage 
drawn  by  more  than  one  horfc ;  while  a  mer- 
chant may  have  two.  There  are  various  me- 
thods, however,  of  procuring  miHtary  dignity, 
and  the  privileges  annexed  to  it.  Amongft 
others,  a  chamberlain,  for  inftance,  to  the  fove- 
reign,  ranks  as  major-general ;  the  office  of  a 
fecretary,  in  the  diiferent  departments  of  go* 
vernment,  confers  the  rank  of  an  ofiicer,  and 
the  contributor  of  a  certain  fum  to  the  found- 
ling-hofpital  at  Mofcow,  obtains  the  ratik  oi  ?l. 
lieutenant.  Thefe  regulations,  and  the  eafe  with 
which  military  rank  is  acquired,  has  induced  a 
German,  fettled  in  Ruffia,  to  exprefs  himfelf 
with  fome  humour  in  the  following  manner :  "A 
nobleman  is  here  nothing ;  his  fituation  in  the 
army  alone  marks  the  value  of  his  exiftence.  A 
phyficianhas  the  rank  of  major,  and  dares,  as  a 
ftaff-officer,  put  four  horfes  to  his  carriage,  while 
others  can  only  drive  two ;  an  apothecarv  in  the 
imperial  fervice  has  the  rank  of  a  captain;  his 
apprentices  that  of  enfigns;and  the  two  fur- 
geons  of  the  diftrict  bear  the  rank  of  lieute- 
nants *  ."  Rut  however  ridiculous  thofe  promo- 
tions ma}^  appear,  yet  they  are  founded  on  prin- 

•  Schloetzer'*  Briefwechlel  for  1781,  p-  365. 

ciples 
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ciples  of  the  foundeft  policy  :  for  as,  by  a  decree 
of  Peter  the  Great,  every  officer  is  noble  during 
bis  life,  and  the  children  of  a  ftatf-olhcer  are 
clafled  among  the  nobility,  any  inftitution  tend- 
ing to  increafe  the  number  of  this  order  of  men, 
who  alone  are  entitled  to  poflefs  land,  cannot 
fail  of  being  highly  beneficial  to  fociety.  On 
their  o^v^l  eftates  the  nobles  and  gentry  are  al- 
moft  uncontrouled,  having  abfolute  authority 
over  their  valfals. 

IL  The  next  order  of  fubje61^s  is  the  clergy. 

Ihave  ahead}'  had  occafion  to  mention  the 
origin  and  fuppreffion  of  the  office  of  patriarch, 
who  was  formerly  the  head  of  the  Ruffian  clergy. 
Peter  finalh*  abolilhed  that  dignity  in  1719;  but, 
inftead  of  formally  declaring  himfelf  the  head 
of  the  church,  he  prudently  configned  the  chief 
ccclefiaftical  authority  to  a  tribunal  which  he 
called  the  Sacred  Synod,  which  was  in  effe^ 
fubfervient  to  him,  as  all  its  members  took  an 
Tiath,  acknowledging  him  as  their  fupreme 
judge.  The  fynod  is  conipofed  of  the  fove- 
reign,  who  is  prefident;  a  vice-prefident,  who  is 
generally  the  metropolitan  archbilhop,  and  a 
number  of  counfellors  and  alTeflbrs. 

The  clergy  are  divided  into,  1.  Regular,  or 
monks  ;  and    2.  Secular,  or  parifli  priefts. 

1.  The  principal  wealth  of  the  church  is  center- 
ed ia  the  mouafteries,  wliich  formerly  had  eftates 

to 


C.  5,  e    L    E    R    G    r.  141 

to  the  amount  of  £.  400,000  per  annum ;  and, 
like  the  other  land-holders,  enjoyed  uncontroul- 
ed  authority  over  their  peafants,  who  are  equally 
bondfmen  as  on  the  poffeffions  of  the  laity.  The 
emprefs  has  annexed  thefe  church-lands  to  the 
crown,  and  in  return  grants  annual  penfions  to 
the  hierarchy,  the  dignified  clergy,  and  the 
monks.  The  archbilhops  and  bifliops  receive 
each  about  ;^.  l,000  or  j^.  r,200  per  annum,  and 
the  fubordinate  ecclefiaftics  in  proportion.  Soon 
after  this  regulation,  many  of  the  monafteries 
were  fuppreffed;  and  the  members  in  thofe 
which  were  fpared,  were  confidcrably  reduced 
as  well  by  the  prohibition  to  atimit  more  than  a 
certain  number,  as  by  limiting  the  age  of  no- 
viciates. The  abolition  of  monafteries  nmit  be 
acknowledged  a  beneficial  circumftance  in  moll: 
countries;  yet  one  evil  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  it  ill  Ruflia :  they  were  the  onl}'  feminaries  of 
education  for  thofe  perfons  dcfigned  for  the  ficred 
function ;  and  tlie  monks  are,  if  I  may  fo  exprcfi 
m^^felf,  almoft  the  fole  proprietors  of  the  learn- 
ing which  fubfifts  among  the  clergy.  But,  moll 
probably,  the  ill  effe^ls  which  may  be  expefted 
from  the  fuppreflion  of  fome  convents,  will  be 
compenfated  by  the  improvement  introduced 
Into  4:he  adminillration  of  tliofe  which  are  con- 
tinued, and  by  the  fcliools  lately  eltablilhed  in 

vajioiis 
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various  parts  of  the  empire  for  the  education  of 
ecclefiaftics. 

All  the  dignitaries  of  the  church  are  chofen 
from  the  order  of  monks ;  thefe  are  archbifhops 
and  bifliops,  archimandrites  or  abbots,  andigoo- 
mens  or  priors.  "  The  epifcopal  order  in  Ruflia 
is  diftinguilhed  by  the  different  titles  of  metro- 
politan, archbifliop,  and  bifhop.  The  titles  of 
metropolitan  and  archbiihop  are  not  attached  to 
the  fee ;  but  are,  at  prefent,  merely  peifonal  dif- 
tinctions  conferred  by  the  fovereign,  which  give 
the  poffeffors  no  additional  power,  and  fcarcely 
atiy  precedence  * ." 

The  monafteries  are  governed  by  archiman* 
drites  and  igoomens;  and  the  nunneries,  fuperin* 
tended  by  abbeffes. 

2.  The  Ruffian  parifli-priqfts  are  called  papas, 
or  popes;  a  word  fignifying  father,  and  indif- 
criminately  applied  in  the  early  ages  of  Chrif- 
tianity  to  all  ecclefiaftics,  until  it  was  confined  to 
the  bifliop  of  Rome  by  an  edict  of  Gregory  VII. 
The  members  of  the  G  reek  communion,  how- 
ever,  did  not  obey  this  order,  and  the  priefts  of 
that  perfuafion  are  ftill  diftinguiflied  by  the  ap- 
pellation of  pope. 

The  parochial  clergy,  who  may,  and  ought  to 
be,  the  moil  ufeful  members  of  fociety,  are  iu 

•  Dr.  King  on  the  Greek  Church,  p.  27a, 
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RulTia  the  refufe  of  the  people.     It  is  literally 
true,  that  many  of  them  cannot  even  read  *  ,  in 
their  own  language,  the  Gofpcl  which  they  are 
commiffioned  to  preach ;  hut  deliver  from  me- 
mory the  fervice,   a  chapter  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment,   or  part  of  a  homily,  which  they  repeat 
every  Friday   and  Sunday.     Nor   is  it  in  the 
leaft  furprifmg  that  fome  are  fo  illiterate,  when 
we  confider  the  fcanty  maintenance  which  they 
derive  from  their  profeffion.     Eefide  the  furplice 
fees,  which  in  the  pooreft  benefices  amount  to 
j^.4  per  annum,  and  in  the  moft  profitable  to  -but 
;^.20;  they  have  only  a  wooden  houfe,  fcarcely 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  meaneft  among  their  pa- 
rilhioners,  and  a  fmall  portion  of  land,  which 
they  ufually  cultivate   with   their  own  hands ; 
while  the  higheft  dignity  to   which  they  can 
ever  attain,  as  long  as  they  continue  man'ied,  is 
that  of  a  protopope  of  a  cathedral,  whofe  income 
fcarcely  exceeds  £.  20  a  year.     As  the  parifii- 
priefi:s   are   undoubtedly    the  principal   fources 
from  which  infi;ru6tion  muft  be  jrenerallv  dif- 
fufed    among    the    lower  clafs    of   people,    if 
they,    who  ought   to  enlighten   others,  are  fo 
ignorant,  how  grofs   muft  be  the  ignorance  of 
their  parilliiohers  !     In  no  infiance,  perhaps,  has 

*  This  fliameful  ignorance  is  certainly  lefs  common  than  for- 
merly ;  as  the  bifliops  are  more  cautious  iu  Vj-dajning  luch  improper 
perlons. 

the 
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the  empiefs  contributed  more  towards  civilizing 
lier  people,  than  by  inflitiiting  feminaries  for  the 
children  of  priefls,  b}' endeavouring  to  promote 
among  the  clergy  a  zeal  for  liberal  fcience,  and 
to  rouze  them  from  that  profound  ignorance  in 
which  they  are  plunged  *  . 

The  monks  are  not  permitted  to  many,  while 
the  parilh-priefts  are  compelled  to  take  a  wife  as 
a  preliminary  to  ordination  ;  and  if  their  wives 
happen  to  die,  tjiey  may  enter  into  a  convent, 
and  become  dignitaries  of  the  church.  They 
cannot  engage  in  a  fecond  marriage  unlefs  they 
become  laymen;  neither  can  they  continue 
parilli-priefts  A^'ithout  the  exprefs  permiflion  of  a 
bilhop.  The  children  of  the  fecular  clergy' are 
all  free;  their  fons  are  ufually  brought  up  for 
orders,  or  employed  in  the  fervice  of  the  church. 

Ail  the  clergy  wear  long  beards,  and  long 
hair,  which  flows  down  their  flioulders,  without 
being  tied  or  curled.  Their  drefs  is  a  fquare 
bonnet,  and  a  long  robe  of  a  black  or  dark  co- 
lour, reaching  to  the  ancles.     The  fecular  and 

*  An  inftance  of  her  majefty's  zeal  in  this  pvirticular  fell  under 
jny  obfervatlon.  When  I  viiited  the  prels  of  the  Holy  Synod  at 
Mofcow,  three  volumes  of  fermons  were  printing  in  the  Ruflian 
tongue:  they  were  tranllations,  by  the  emprefs's  command,  from 
theheil  Englifli,  French,  and  German  authors,  of  thofe  principally 
which  contained  a  clear  difcuflion  of  the  moral  duties.  They 
hereto  be  diilributed  among  the  parochial  clergy,  who  had  orders 
\o  read  them  occafionally  in  the  time  of  divine  lervice. 

regular 
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regular  piiefts  ufe,  in  fome  inftances,  a  different 
habit,  and  the  dignitaries  of  the  church  are  dif- 
tinguilhed  by  a  more  coftly  veftment  *  . 

I  caniiot  forbear  mentioning,  that,  during  the 
five  months  we  paffed  at  Peterlhurgh,  and  hi  our 
daily  intercourfe  with  the  nobihty  and  gentry, 
I  never  once  fav  in  company  a  fmgle  perfon  of 
the  facred  profcffion.  It  muft  be  allowed,  in- 
deed, that  tlie  pariih-priefts  are,  for  the  nioft 
part,  too  low  and  ignorant  to  be  qualified  for 
admiffion  into  genteel  focieties;  while  the  dig- 
nitaries, being  a  feparate  order,  and  reftraincd 
by  ftri6l  Regulations,  refule  chiefly  in  their  pa- 
laces within  the  monaiteries ;  and  contrail  an 
averfion,  perhaps  an  uufitnels,  for  focial  inter- 
courfe. This  general  chara6ter  of  the  Ruflian 
hierarchy  does  by  no  means  comprehend  all  the 
individuals;  as  fome  of  them,  with  whom  I  oc- 
cafionally  couverfed,  were  men  of  liberal  man- 
ners and  enlightened  ur.derftandings  f  . 

The  third  divifion  of  Ruflian  fubjccls  compre- 
hends that  intermediate  clafs  of  men  between  the 
nobles  and  peafants,   which  is  thus  defined  by 

•  See  prints  of  the  fevei-al  ecclefiaftlcal  drefles  in  King's  State  of 
the  Greek  Church  in  Ruflia. 

f  Tae  dignitaries  cccafionally  dine  at  the  tables  of  the  nobility 
upon  days  of  great  ceremony,  as  on  that  of  St.  Alexander  Nevrtci, 
when  I  met  the  archbishop  of  Koftof  at  prince  Vo'kcr.lki's.  See 
▼ol.  I.  book  III.  chap.  II. 

VOL.  lii,  i  tlie 


14(5  TRArttSlir    RUSSIA.  t.  3. 

the  emprcfs,  in  the  i6th  chapter  of  herinftmc- 
tions  for  the  new  code  of  laM^s. 

"  This  clafs  of  men,  AForthy  to  be  mentioned 
by  us,  and  from  whom  the  country  may  promifc 
itfelf  great  advantages,  when  it.fliall  have  re- 
ceived a  ftable  foiin,  and  which  has  for  its  end 
the  encouragement  of  good  morals,  and  the  love 
of  induftry,  is  the  middle  ftate.  This  ftate,  com" 
pofcd  of  freemen,  belongs  neither  to  the  clafs  of 
nobles  nor  to  that  of  peafants.  All  thofe  who^ 
being  neither  gentlemen  nor  peafants,  follow  the 
arts  and  fciences,  navigation,  commerce,  or  ex- 
crcife  trades,  are  to  be  ranked  in  this  clafs.  In 
this  clafs  fliould  be  placed  all  thofe  who,  born 
of  j)leb(.ian  parents,  Ihall  have  been  brought  up 
in  fchools  or  places  of  education,  religious  or 
others,  founded  by  us  or  by  our  predeceflbrs. 
Alfo  the  children  of  officers,  and  of  the  fecreta- 
ries  to  the  chancery.  But  as  this  third  eftate 
is  fiifccptible  of  different  degrees  of  privilegesy 
which  we  do  not  mean  to  detail  in  this  place, 
\ve  fliall  only  here  open  the  way  for  a  more 
ample  examination.-* 

Although,  before  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great, 
certain  bodies  of  merchants  enjoyed  peculiar 
privileges,  which  raifed  them  above  the  condi- 
tion  ot  peaiants,  yet  thefe  were  few,  and  their 
advantages,  confidering  the  immenfe  moi>'7po- 
lics  in  the  hands  of  the  crown,  and  the  opprcf- 
7  fiou 
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fion  under  which  they  laboured  from  the  power 
of  the  great,  extremely  precarious.  Peter,  who 
during  his  travels,  perceived  the  utility  of  a 
third  eftate  for  the  purpofes  of  commerce,  made 
many  regulations  with  this  view,  which,  though 
excellent  in  themfelves,  yet  being  not  adapted 
to  the  ftate  of  property  in  Rnflia,  did  not'an- 
fwer  the  end  propofed.  Among  thefe  regula- 
tions, he  endowed  fome  free  towns  with" certain 
privileges,  which  were  afterwards  augmented  by 
Elizabeth.  But  thefe  privileges  were  confined 
to  Peterfburgh,  Mofcow,  Aftracan,  Tver,  and  a 
few  other  great  provincial  towns ;  and  all  the 
inhabitants,  even  merchants  not  excepted,  were 
not  diftinguiflied  from  the  peafants,  in  two  in- 
ftances,  which  are  confidered  in  this  country  as 
indelible  marks  of  fervitude  :  thoy  were  fubje^t 
to  the  poll-tax,  and  to  be  draughted  for  the 
army  and  navy.  Catharine  has  exempted  the 
body  of  merchants  from  thefe  two  inftances  of 
fervitude,  has  increafed  the  number  and  immu- 
nities of  the  free  towns,  and  permitted  many  of 
the  crown -peafants,  and  all  free  men,  to  enrol 
themfelves,  under  ftipulated  conditions,  in  the 
clafs  of  merchants  or  burghers. 

The    merchants   are    diftributed    into    three 

clafles.     The  firft  comprehends  thole  who  have 

A  capital  of  10,000  roubles;  the  fecond  thole 

who  polTefs  5,000 ;  and  the  third  thofe  who  arc 

I.  2  worth 
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worth  500.  By  the  4Tth  article  of  the  cele- 
brated manifefto  of  Graces,  M^hich  the  empreft 
conferred  upon  her  fubjects  at  the  concliifion  of 
the  Turkilh  war  in  1775;  all  perfons  who  chufe 
to  enter  themfelves  •  in  any  of  thcfe  claiVcs  are 
exempted  from  the  poll-tax,  on  condition  of 
paying  annually  one  per  cent,  of  their  capital 
einp}o3'ed  in  trade  to  the  croAvn.  The  extent  of 
their  capitals,  however,  is  not  rigoroufly  ex- 
amined, for  the  merchants  may  fix  their  capital 
at  any  amount;  as  a  perlon  polTeirnig"  above 
]  0,000  roubles  may  enrol  himfelfin  any  of  the 
ii^ferior  clajfcs,  or  e>en  in  that  of  the  burghers. 

This  alteration  in  the  mode  of  aflefling  mer- 
chants is  advantageous  both  to  the  crown  and  to 
the  fubjet^ts  ;  the  former  receives,  and  the  latter 
cheerfully  pay,  one  per  cent,  of  their  capital,  bc- 
caufethey  are  exempted  from  the  poll-tax,  and 
are  entitled  to  additional  immunities.  It  is  alio 
a  juft  impoft,  as  each  merchant  pays  according 
to  his  fortune :  if  his  profits  increafe,  his  af- 
fclfment  increalVs;  if  they  diminiih,  his  contri- 
bution proportionably  diminillies.  With  refpecl 
to  the  general  intcrefts  of  tlie  nation,  it  is  a 
mafter-piecc  of  policy;  it  excites  induftry,  by 
holding  up  tathe  people  a  principle  of  honour, 
as  \reli  as  of  intereft,  to  be  derived  from  the 
augmentation  of  their  capital ;  and  affords  an 
auditional  fecuvitv  from   arbitrary  impofitious, 

by 
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by  pledging  the  good  faith  of  goveniment  in  the 
protection  of  their  property.  It  is  likc>\ife  pro- 
ductive of  another  eU'ential  public  benefit,  by 
creating,  as  it  were,  a  third  eliate,  whicli,  as  it 
increafes  in  wealtli,  credit,  and  importance,  muft 
by  degrees  acquire  additional  pri\i leges,  and 
gradually  rife  into  confequcnce. 

The  burghers  form  the  feconddivifion  of  this 
order :  the  term  burgher  is  applied  to  all  inha- 
bitants of  free  towns,  who  declare  that  they 
poflcfs  a  capital  lefb  than  >^.100;  or  who,  having 
that  fum,  do  not  chufe  to  aifunie  the  more  ho  • 
nourable  name  of  mercliants.  They  poUefs 
many  privileges  fuperior  to. the  peafants;  but 
are  diftinguiflied  from  the  merchants  by  being 
fiill  fubject  to  the  poll-tax,  and  to  enrolment  in 
the  army  or  navy. 

Under  this  third  order  muft  be  included  all 
the  other  free  fubjeCis  of  the  empire;  namely, 
thofe  flaves  M'ho  have  received  liberty  from  their 
niafters;  thofe  who  have  obtained  their  difmif- 
iion  from  the  army  and  navy ;  the  members  of 
the  Academy  of  Arts,  and  of  other  fimilar  iniii- 
tutions,  orphans  from  the  Foundling-Ilofpital, 
and,  lafdy,  the  children  of  all  theie  freemen.  AU 
thcfe  perfons  have  permiffion  to  fettle  und  trade 
in  any  part  of  the  empire,  and  may  enrol  them- 
felves,  according  to  their  capital,  among  the 
l^urghers   or  mercliants.      By  thcfe  wife  rcgiw 

t  3  lutions, 
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lations,  the  number  of  perfons  above  Haves  will 
gradually  increafe,  and  muft  in  time  form  a  very 
coufiderable  order  of  men,  as  foon  as  they  fliall 
acquire  the  right  of  poffeflmg  land. 

It  is  a  circumftance  not  unworthy  of  remark, 
that  the  Ruflian  merchants  and  tradefmen  fel- 
d^m  keep  books  of  accounts,  (as  few  of  them 
can  either  read  or  write)  and  are  unacquainted 
with  the  knowledge  of  figures.  Their  manner 
of  reckoning  is  by  a  machine  * ,  with  feveral 
rows  of  wires,  upon  which  beads  are  ftrung.  The 
beads  on  the  firft  row  ftand  for  units,  thofe  on 
the  fecond  for  tens,  on  the  third  for  hundreds, 
on  the  fourth  for  thoufands,  and  in  a  fimilar  pro- 
greffion.  By  means  of  this  machine  they  fub- 
tracl,  multiply,  and  divide  with  great  exaclnefs. 
An  exception,  among  a  few  others,  to  this  gene- 
ral obfervation,  iliould  be  mentioned.  The  moft 
honeft  and  intelligent  perfons  of  this  order  are 
the  inhabitants  of  Archangel  and  its,  environs : 
they  are  moftly  able  to  read,  write,  and  caft  ac- 
counts; many  of  them  are  much  employed  at. 
Peterfburgh,  by  the  members  of  the  Britifh  fac^ 
tory,  to  fuperintend  their  warehoufes,  and  they 
have  the  general  character  of  faithful  and  induf- 
trious  fervants.     It  may,  perhaps,  be  difficult  to 

*  Similar  to  the  Chinefe.  ProfefTor  Saunderfon,  who  was  blind, 
■ufed  axi  improved  tiiachine  of  this  kind  in  his  mathematical  compu-. 
tations. 

account 
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account  for  the  peculiar  circi^mftances  vvhicli 
have  concurred  to  render  the  inhabitants  of  tlie 
town  and  environs  of  Archangel  more  intelli- 
gent than  the  other  Ruffians,  unlefs  the  follow- 
ing caufe  lliould  be  thought  fufficient.  Arch- 
angel, from  the  time  of  its  firft  difcovery  by  the 
Eiiglifli  in  1554,  was,  during  a  confiderable  pe- 
riod, the  great  emporium  of  Ruffia ;  many  of  the 
inhabitants,  therefore,  being  conneded  with  fo- 
reign merchants,  who  required  great  exaftnefs 
in  their  dealings,  were  gradually  trained  to  bi^- 
fmefs.  By  a  kind  of  local  enthufiafm  and  tra- 
ditional inftru6lion,  they  have  contiuucd  to  dif- 
tiiiguifli  themfelves  among  their  countrymen,  bv 
acquiring  the  rudiments  of  arithmetic,  and  by  a 
diligent  difcharge  of  their  truft. 

IV..  The  fourth  order  of  fubjeds  comprehends 
the  peafants. 

The  peafants  of  Ruffia  are  generally  ferfs,  or 
flaves*,  f^nd  may,  be  divided  into,    i.  Peafants 

of 


*  In  the  former  editions  of  tl^is  work,  and  according  to  the  ftate. 
of  the  peafants  in  1779,  I  had  the  fatisfuftion  of  adding  to  tliis  lift 
of  free  peafants,  thole  of  the  Ukraine  and  Rufiian  Finland,  who  pre- 
lerved  a  confiderable  degree  of  frtjedom  until  the  late  extenfion  of 
the  poll-tax  has  reduced  themalmoft  to  a  level  \vith  the  rell.  For 
by  fiibjefting  them  to  that  afiefrment,  the  emprefi  has  unconfci- 
oufly  counteracted  the  general  principle  which  had  hitherto  been 
the  chief  objeft  of  her  reign,  that  of  gradually  extending  the  privi- 
leges and  freedom  of  the  lower  clafs  of  people.     By  introducing 

ij,  4  ■   amone. 
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of  the  crown.     2.  Pcafants  belonging  to  indi- 
viduals. 

1.  The  crown  pcafants  inhabit  the  imperial 
demefnes;  and  probably  comprehend,  including 
thofe  belonging  to  the  church  lands,  which  are 
now  annexed  to  the  crown,  about  the  fixth  part 
of  the  Ruffian  peafants.  They  are  immediately 
under  the  jurifdi6lion  of  the  imperial  officers  or 
tailiffs.  Although  liable  to  great  exa<51ions,  by 
the  tenure  of  their  fubjcdion,  from  thefe  petty 
tyrants,  yet  they  are  much  more  fecure  of  their 
property ;  and  being  under  the  prote61ion  of  the 
fovereign,  any  flagrant  inftances  of  oppreffion 
are  more  eafily  made  known  and  redieffed. 
Many  of  thefe  vaffials,  in  particular  diftri^ls,  have 
been  enfranchifed,  and  permitted  to  enrol  them- 
felves  among  the  merchants  and  burghers;  and 
thew^hole  body  will  gradually  receive  more  pri- 
vileges, as  the  fpirit  of  humanity  and  policy  pe- 
netrates further  into  thefe  regions. 

2.  Peafants  belonging  to  individuals  are  the 
private  property  of  the  landholders,  as  much  as 

among  the  peafants  of  the  Ukraine,  or  Ruflian  Finland,  a  tax, 
which  is  confidered  as  a  badge  of  flavery,  (he  has  been  reduced  to 
the  necelTity  of  rendering  them  ferfs,  or  gleba  actftriSIi,  who  were  be- 
fore free  peafants,  from  the  impolitic  law,  which  is  the  unavoidable 
confeOjUence  of  the  poll-tax,  in  a  country  wherein  the  nobles  can 
alone  poflefs  landed  property,  that  of  making  the  landholder  an- 
iwcinble  for  the  alTefTment  of  his  peafants ;  as  under  that  circum- 
iiauce  he  m'.ift  have  the  power  of  preventing  their  migration. 

implements 
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implements  of  agriculture,  or  herds  of  cattle, 
and  the  value  of  an  cftate  is  eftimated,  as  in 
Poland,  by  the  number  of  boors,  and  not  by 
the  number  of  acres.  No  regulations  have, 
perhaps,  tended  more  to  rivet  the  fhackles  of 
flavery,  than  the  two  laws  of  Peter  the  Great; 
one  which  renders  the  landholder  accountable 
to  the  crown  for  the  poll-tax  of  his  vaflals,  and 
the  other  which  obliges  him  to  furnifh  a  certain 
number  of  recruits;  for  by  thclc  means  he  be- 
comes interefted  to  prevent  the  migration  of 
his  peafants  without  permiffion  from  the  plac© 
of  their  nativit)\  With  refpe(5t  to  his  own  de- 
mands on  his  peafants,  the  lord  is  reftraincd  by 
no  law.  He  is  abfolute  mafter  of  their  time  and 
labour;  fome  he  employs  in  agriculture,  a  few 
he  makes  his  menial  fcrvants,  perhaps  without 
wages;  and  from  others  he  exa61s  an  annual 
payment  *.  Each  vallkl,  therefore,  is  rated  ac- 
cording 

•  TTie  emprcfs  thus  exprefles  herfelf  on  this  head: 
"  II  n'y  a  guere  de  village,  qui  ne  paye  fes  redevances  en  argent. 
Les  poflefleus,  qui  ne  voyent  jamais  ou  que  tres  raremcnt  leuis  vil- 
lages, impofent  chaque  tete  a  un  a  deux  et  jufqu'a  cinq  roubles, 
fans  s'embarafler  comment  le  payfan  s'y  prendia  pour  gagner  cet 
argent. 

"  II  feroit  fres  neceffaire  de  prefcrire  aux  pofTefieurs  des  Loix 
qui  les  obligent  a  aglr  avec  plus  de  circonfpeftion  dans  la  maniere 
dont  ils  fe  font  payer  leurs  droits,  et  a  exiger  du  payfan  de$ 
ledevances  qui  foient  de  nature  a  I'eloigner  le  moins  qu'il  fen 
poflible  -de  fa  maifon  et  de  fa  fanxjlle.     Par  ce  moyen  I'on  mettra 

Vagriculture 
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cordino:  to  the  arbitrary  will  of  his  mafter.  Some 
contribute  four  or  five  fhillings  a  year ;  others^ 
who  are  eno:a2:ed  in  traffic  or  bufinefs,  are  af- 
feffed  in  proportion  to  their  fuppofed  profits. 
Any  capital  -which  the}^  acquire  by  their  in-^ 
duftry,  may  be  feized,  and  there  can  be  no  re- 
drefs;  as,  according  to  the  olcMLidal  law,  which 
ftill  exifi:s,  a  flave  cannot  inuitute  a  procefs 
againft  his  mafter. 

The  mode  adopted  by  many  landholders  with 
their  peafants,  reminds  me  of  the  practice  among 
the  Romans.  Atticus,  we  are  told,  caufed  many 
of  his  flaves  to  be  inftrucled  in  the  art  of  copy- 
ing manufcripts,  which  he  fold  at  a  very  high 
price,  and  raifcd  a  confidcrable  fortune.  On  fimi- 
lar  principles  fome  of  the  Ruflian  nobility  fend 
their  vallals  to  Mofcow  or  Peter{burgh,  for  the 
purpofe  of  learning  various  handicraft  trades: 
they  either  enmloy  them  on  th^ir  own  eftates> 
let  them  out  for  hire,  fell  them  at  an  advanced 
price,  or  receive  from  them  an  annual  compen- 
fation  for  the  permiflion  of  exercifing  their  trade 
for  their  own  advantage. 

In  regard  to  the  lord's  authority  over  their 

J 'agriculture  en  vigueur,  et  la  'population  augraentera  dans  Tem- 
pire/'     Inftruftion,  &c.  p.  79. 

This  cu.'>om  of  obliging  the  peafants  to  pay  an  annual  fum  in 
inoney,  frequently  drives  the  neceflitous  to  the  moft  defperate 
inodes  of  acquiring  it. 

perfonSj 
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perfons,  according  to  tlie  antient  laws,  he  might 
try  them  in  his  own  courts  of  juftice,  or  punilli 
them  without  any  procels;  he  could  inflict 
every  fpecies  of  penalty  excepting  the  knoot, 
order  them  to  be  whipped,  or  confined  in  dunge- 
ons; he  might  fend  them  to  houfes  of  correc- 
tion, or  banilh  them  into  Siberia;  or,  in  ihort, 
take  cognizance  of  every  mifdemeanour  which 
was  not  a  public  offence.  He  had,  indeed,  no 
power  over  their  lives;  for,  if  a  flave  was  beat 
by  order  of  his  mafter,  and  died  within  the  fpace 
of  three  days,  the  mafier  was  guilty  of  murder, 
Hnlefs  other  reafons  could  be  afligned  for  his  de- 
mife.  But  Avas  not  this  almoft  a  mocker}'^  of 
juftice?  for  furely  a  man  might  be  terribly  cha- 
llifed  without  fuffering  death  within  three  days', 
and  if  a  vafTal  died  within  that  fpace,  and  his 
mafier  was  a  man  of  confeqiience,  who  could 
bring  him  to  jullice  *  ?     By  the  new  regulations, 

*  How  often  muft  fuch  tyrannies  efcape  the  cognizance  of  the 
court,  and  remain  unpunifhed !  Sometimes,  iadeed,  a  noble  it 
brought  to  juftice.  One  inftance,  though  mentioned  in  a  former 
publication,  I  beg  leave  to  introduce  in  this  place:  "  In  the  prifon 
of  Mofcow  there  is  a' gentleman  confined,  and  he  alone  is  denied 
the  privilege  of  e'/er  coming  from  his  cell;  a  punifhment  which  is 
by  no  means  adequate  to  his  crime;  namely,  that  of  ordering  feve- 
ral  of  his  peafants  to  be  whipped  in  fo  cruel  a  manner,  that  they 
died.  This  circumftance  will  (how  the  poww  which  the  lords  have 
over  their  peafants ;  and  will  at  the  fame  time  prove,  that  fuch 
crimes,  when  difcovered,do  not  always  remain  unpunifhed-"  Ac- 
coimt  of  Prifousj  &c.  p.  iz. 

this 
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this  enormous  power  is  reduced  by  reftriftions 
more  confonant  to  the  humane  principles  which 
diftinguilh  all  the  regulations  of  the  emprefs; 
and  the  right  of  inflicting  puniiliment  is  lodged, 
where  it  ever  ought  to  be,  in  the  hands  of  the 
pubhc  niagiftrate.  Abufes,  however,  ftill  fub- 
iift ;  but  muft,  in  time,  yield  to  the  influence  of 
fuch  fakitary  inftitutions. 

I  am  far  from  aflerting,  that  inhumanity  is  , 
the  general  charafteriftic  of  the  Ruflian  nobility; 
or  that  many  perfons  do  not  treat  their  vaflals 
with  the  utmoft  benevolence.  I  am  alfo  well 
aware,  that  feveral  peafants  are  in  fuch  a  flou- 
tiiliing  condition  as  to  have  accumulated  very 
confiderable  capitals  without  dread  of  exaction ; 
and  that  fome  even  polTefs  landed  eflates  under 
their  mafcers  names.  But  if  we  confider  the  un- 
happy pleauire  which  too  many  feel  in  tyranniz- 
ing over  their  inferiors,  we  have  every  reafon 
to  conclude,  that  the  generality  of  boore  mufl 
ftill  be  cruelly  opprefled.  How  then  can  a  coun- 
try faid  to  be  civilized,  in  which  domeftic  fla-. 
very  ftill  exifts  ? 

The  vaffals  who  work  for  their  mafters,  gene^ 
rally  receiving  their  maintenance,  or  being  ac- 
commodated with  a  fmall  portion  of  land,  al- 
ways enjoy  in  fiilficient  abundance  the  common 
neceflaries  of  life ;  and  ufually  fpend  their  earn- 
ing in  clothes  qr  fpirituous  liquors.     Thofe  M'ho, 

in 
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in  contradiction  to  this  general  rule,  flive  tlie 
profits  of  their  labour,  or  trade,  conceal  as  much 
as  poffible  an  acquifition  of  fortune  ;  they  fel- 
dom  change  their  mode  of  living,  and  frequent- 
ly burytheir  money  in  the  ground.  This  cuf- 
tom  is  one  reafon,  among  feveral  others,  of  the 
fcarcity  of  filver  currency ;  that  being  the  fpc^ 
cie  which  is  chiefly  amalfed.  The  practice  of 
hiding  mone}^  is  common  in  all  countries  of  the 
Eaft,  where  property  is  not  m  ell  fecured  ;  and 
where  the  people,  through  dread  of  exactions, 
cannot  even  venture  to  ufe  the  riches  which  they 
have  acquired. 

A  peafant  may  obtain  his  liberty,  l.  By  manu- 
miffion,  which,  on  the  death  of  the  maOcr,  i3 
frequently  granted  to  thofe  who  have  ferved  ii> 
the  capacity  of  his  innncdiate  domeftics  ;  2.  By 
purchafe ;  3.  By  ferving  in  the  army  or  navy ; 
for  a  peafant  is  free  from  the  moment  of  his  en- 
rolment. In  all  thefe  cafes  the  emprefs  has  fa- 
cilitated the  means  of  obtaining  freedom,  by 
waving  feveral  rights  of  the  crown,  which,  in 
fome  mea.fure,  obftruc-led  this  emancipation.  Al- 
though the  fovereign  cannot  alter  the  funda- 
mental ftate  of  property,  by  conferring  on  the. 
peafants,  as  individuals,  privileges  which  miglit 
infringe  thofe  of  the  nobles  ;  yet  flie  has  alle- 
viated their  condition  by  ililiing  feveral  laws  in 
their  favour.    ,By  allowing  free  peafauts  to  fettle 

in 
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in  ai\y  part  of  her  dominions,  and  enrol  them- 
felves  among  the  burghers  or  merchants,  ac- 
cording to  their  refpective  capital.  She  has  given 
a  ftability  to  their  freedom,  and  afforded  the 
ftrongeft  incitements  for  the  exertions  of  induf- 
try.  She  has  repealed  thofe  oppreflive  laws, 
which  forbad,  in  certain  diftri6ls,  all  peafants  to 
marry  without  the  confent  of  the  governor  of 
the  province,  or  the  vayvode  of  the  town,  who 
ufually  exacted  a  prefent  from  the  parties  *. 

From  this  general  review  of  the  various  inha- 
bitants in  Ruflia,  it  may  be  perceived,  that, 
though  proceeding  towards  civilization,  they 
are  ftill  far  removed  from  that  ftate  ;  that  a  ge- 
neral improvement  cannot  take  place  while  the 
greater  part  continue  in  abfolute  vaflalage  ;  nor 
can  anv  cffeclual  chanQ;e  be  introduced  in  the 
national  manners,  until  the  people  enjoy  full 
fecurity  in  their  perfons  and  property. 

*  See  17th  article  of  the  Maiilfeilo,  at  the  conclufion  of  the 
peace  with  the  Grand  Signor:  "  In  certain  diftrifts  of  our  empire 
It  has  been  hitherto  necefi'ar).-  to  obtain  a  pemiiflion  to  marry  from 
the  governors  of  proviijces,  or  the  vay vodes  of  towns ,  and  this 
permiiTion  was  ufually  purchafed  by  money  or  cattle.  We  abolifb 
tliis  cuitom  J  and  from  this  timeeverj'  perfon  fliall  be  free  to  many 
without  obtaining  fimilar  permifllons." 
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Academy  of  Sciences — Origin  and  inftitutlon.-*Tranfa(5l:ions.— 
Members. — Libraiy. — Mufeum. — FolTil  bones  of  elephants  and 
other  animals  found  in  Siberia.— Native  copper  and  iron. — Gol- 
den ornaments  from  feveral  ancient  fepulchres. — RufTian  coins. 
— Waxen  figure  of  Peter  the  Great.— Celeltial  gjobe  of  Gottorp. 
— Academy  of  Arts  —Society  for  the  Promotion  of  Agriculture. 
— Corps  de  cadets. — Couvent  des  demoifelles  hobles. 

'T^HE  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences  owes  its 
-*-  inftitution  to  Peter  the  Great,  who,  dur- 
ing his  travels,  obferved  the  advantage  of  pub- 
lic focietiesfor  the  promotion  of  literature.  By 
the  advice  of  Wolf  and  Leibnitz,  the  fociety 
^vas  rcsfulated,  and  feveral  learned  forei^-ners 
were  invited  to  become  members.  Peter  himfelf 
drew  the  plan,  and  figned  it  on  the  i  oth  of  Februa- 
ry 1 724  ;  but  was  prevented,  by  his  fudden  death, 
from  carrying  it  into  execution.  His  deceafe, 
however,  did  not  prevent  its  completion;  for, 
on  the  2lft  of  December  1725,  it  was  eftablilh- 
ed  by  Catharine  I.  and  on  the  27th  the  i'uil  a.^ 
fembly  took  place.  On  the  ift  of  Auguft  172G, 
Catharine  honoured  the  meeting  with  her  pre- 
fcnce,  when  profeffor  Bullinger,  an  eminent  Ger- 
man naturalift,  pronounced  an  oration  upon  the 

advances 
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advances  made  by  means  of  the  loadftone  and 
needle,  for  the  difcovery  of  the  longitude  *. 

Theemprefs  fettled  an  annual  fund  of  ;^. 5,000 f 
for  the  fupport  of  the  academy ;  and  fifteen 
members,  eminent  for  learning  and  talents,  were 
admitted  and  pcnfioned,  under  the  title  of  pro- 
feflbrs  in  the  various  branches  of  literature  and 
fcience.  The  moft  diftinguilbed  were  Nicholas 
and  Daniel  Bernoulli,  the  two  de  Lifles,  Bul- 
finger,  and  Wolf. 

During  the  lliort  reign  of  Peter  the  Second, 
the  falaries  of  the  members  were  dilcontinued', 
and  the  academy  neglecled  by  the  court ;  but 
it  was  again  patronized  by  the  emprefs  Anne, 
who  even  added  a  feminary  for  the  education  of 
youth,  under  the  fupcrintcndance  of  the  profef- 
fors.  Both  inftitutions  fiourifhcd  under  the  di- 
rec'tion  of  baron  Korf ;  but,  on  his  death,  an 
ignorant  perfon  being  appointed  prcfident,  many 
of  the  moft  able  members  quitted  Ruflia.  At 
the  accelTion  of  Elizabeth,  new  life  and  vigour 
were  reftored  to  the  academy  :  the  original  plan 
was  enlarged  and  improved ;  fome  of  the  moil 
learned  foreij^ners  were  asain  drawn  to  Peterf- 

*  See  NacL*icht  vender  Kays :  Acad.  &c.  in  Schmidt  Beytraeye, 
p.  35  ;  alfo  Jour.  Fet.  for  June  1779,  p-  383. 

f  "  Summama  Petio  Magno  conflitutam  viginti-quatuor  mil- 
Hvim   nongentoruni  et  duodecim   rubellonum."     Isiov.   Com.  I. 

burgh, 
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burgh,  and,  what  was  confidered  as  a  good 
omen  for  the  hterature  of  Ruflia,  two  natives, 
Lomonofof  and  Rumovfky,  men  of  genius  and 
abih'ties,  who  had  profecuted  their  ftudics  in 
foreign  univerfities,  were  enrolled  among  the 
members.  The  annual  income  was  increafed  to 
£  10,659,  and  foon  afterwards  the  new  inftitu- 
tion  took  place; 

The  emprefs  Catharine,  Avith  her  ufual  zeal 
for  promoting  the  difFufion  of  knowledge,  took 
this  ufeful  Society  under  her  more  immedi- 
ate protection;  flie  altered  the  court  of  direc- 
tors greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  whole 
body;  corrected  many  abufes,  and  infufed  a 
new  fpirit  into  their  refearches.  By  her  par- 
ticular recommendation,  the  moft  ingenious 
profelTors  vifited  the  various  provinces  of  her 
dominions ;  and  as  the  fund  of  the  Academy 
was  not  fufficient  to  fupply  the  whole  expence, 
the  emprefs  beftowed  a  largefs  *  of  ;^. 2,000, 
which  has  been  occafionally  renewed. 

The  purport  of  thefe  travels  will  appear  from 
the  inftruClions  given  by  tiie  academy.  The 
perfons  engaged  in  thefe  expeditions  were  or- 
dered to  purfue  their  inquiries  on  the  different 
forts  of  earths  and  waters  ;  on  the  beft  methods 
©f  cultivating  the  barren  and  defart  fpots  ^  on 

*  Bach.  Ruff.  Bibl.  vol.  I.  p.  50, 
VOL.  I J  I.  it  the 
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the  local  diforders  incident  to  men  and  ani- 
mals, and   the   moft   efficacious   means  of  re- 
lieving them;  on  breeding -cattle,  and  particu- 
larly fheep ;  on   the  rearing  of  bees  and  filk- 
worms ;  on  the  different  places  and  objects  for 
filliing  and  hunting ;  on  minerals ;  on  the  arts 
and  trades ;  and  on  the  indigenous  plants  to  form 
a  Flora  R  ujjlca.  They  were  particularly  in  ftni6led 
to  rectify  the  longitude  and  latitude  of  the  princi- 
pal towns ;  to  make  aftronomical,  geographical, 
and  meteorological  obfervations ;  to  trace  the 
Gourfe  of  the  rivers ;  to  take  themoftexa^t  charts; 
to  defcribe  with  accuracy  the  manners,  cuftoms, 
dreifes,  languages,  antiquities,  traditions,  hifto- 
r^',  religion  ;  in  a  word,  to  gain  every  informa- 
tion which  might  tend  to  illuftrate  the  real  ftate 
of  the  empire. 

In  confcquence  of  thefe  expeditions,  perhaps 
no  country  can  boaft,  within  the  fpace  of  a  few 
years,  fuch  a  number  of  excellent  publications 
on  its  internal  ftate,  natural  productions,  topo- 
graphy, geography,  and  hiftory ;  on  the  manners, 
cuftoms,  and  languages  of  the  different  people, 
as  have  ifiiied  from  the  prefs  of  the  Academy. 

The  rnoft  remarkable  of  thefe  diflinguiflied 
travellers  are  Pallas,  Gmelin,  Guldenftaedt  *, 
Georgi,  and  Lepekin. 

•  The  reader  will  find  an  account  of  Pallas,  Gmelin,  and  Gul- 
denftaedt in  the"  next  chapter. 

The 
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The  firft  tranfa6lions  of  this  fociety  were  pub- 
lifhed  in  1728,  and  intitled,  Commentarii  Acade- 
mia  Scientiarum  Imperialis  Pctropolitarice,  ad 
An.  1726,  with  a  dedication  to  Peter  I L  The 
publication  was  continued  under  this  form  until 
the  year  1747,  when  the  tranfadions  were  called 
Novi*  Commentarii  Academiie,  &c.  In  1777 
the  Academy  again  changed  the  title  into  A^a 
Academice Scientiarum  Imperialis  Petropolitancet 
and  altered  the  arrangement  of  the  work.  The 
papers,  which  had  been  hitherto  publifhed  in  the 
Latin  tongue,  are  now  written  either  in  that 
language  or  French  ;  and  a  preface  is  added, 
ftyled  Partie  Hijiorique,  which  contains  an  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings,  meetings,  admiffion 
of  new  members,  and  other  occurrences  f.  Of 
the  Commentaries,  fourteen  volumes  were  pub- 
liilied ;  the  firft  of  the  New  Commentaries  made 
its  appearance  in  1750,  and  the  twentieth  in 
1776.  Under  the  title  of  A8a  Academice,  feve- 
ral  volumes  have  been  given  to  the  public ;  and 
two  are  to  be  printed  every  year.     Thefe  tranf- 

•  "  Hunc  autem  et  fequentes  tomos  Novorum  Commentarlorum 
ifcomine  ideo  venire)  quia  Academia  nunc  novis  legibus  inftrufta 
eft  i  et  clafles  hie  aliter,  ac  in  prascedentibus  tomis  fieri  folebat, 

difpofitae  inveniuntur."     Nov.  Com.  Vol.  I.  p.  4. In  this  feme 

vohime  the  ftatutes  for  the  regulation  of  the  Society,  under  its  nevf 
inftitutions,  are  inferted,  p.  9 — 35. 

f  Afta  Pet.  for  177 1.  P.  I. 

M  2  actions 
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actions  abounel  \»ith  ingenious  and  elaborate 
difquifitions  on  various  parts  of  fcience  and  natu- 
ral hiftory,  Avhich  refleft  great  honour  upon  their 
authors ;  and  it  may  not  be  an  exaggeration  to 
affert,  that  no  fociety  in  Europe  has  more  diftin- 
guifhed  itfelf  for  the  excellence  of  its  publica- 
tions, particularly  in  the  abftrufe  parts  of  the 
pure  and  mixed  mathematics. 

The  academy  is  ftill  compofed,  as  at  lirft,  of 
fifteen  profelibrs,  the  prelident  a;nd  dire6tor. 
Each  profeifor  has  a  houfc  and  an  annual  ftipend 
from  j^.200  to ;^. GOO.  Bcfide  the  profelTors,  there 
are  four  adjuncts,  ^vho  are  alfo  penfioned  ;  they 
are  prefent  at  the  fittings  of  the  fociety,  and  fuc- 
ceed  to  the  tirfi  vacancies. 

This  general  account  of  the  eftablifliraent, 
progrefs,  and  prefent  ft  ate  of  the  iVcademy,  will 
be  naturally  fuceeeded  by  adefcription  of  the  11- 
brarv,  the  cabinet  of  natural  hiftory,  and  the 
other  curioilties,  which  I  vifited  feveyal  times 
during  my  (tay  at  Peterfburgh. 

The  library  owed  it  origin  to  a. 500  volumes 
which  Peter  the  Great  fcizcd  at  Mittau,  in  his 
Swedilh  campaign ;  it  uiis  afterwards  increafed 
by  the  bounty  of  that  emperor,  and  of  his  fuc- 
ceffors,  and  lately  enriched  by  the  curious  col^ 
lection  of  prince  Radzivil  at  Newitz,  takeii  by 
the  Ptufnans  in  17  72,  during  the  troubles  of 
Poland.     M.   Bachmeiiicr  informed  me,  that, 

linc« 
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fince  this  laft  acquifition,  the  number  of  books 
amounted  to  36,000.     The  moft  ancient  MSS. 
are  the  Lives  of  the  Saints,  written  in  1298,  and 
a  Chronicle  of  Neftor,  the  earhcft  hiftorian  of 
this  empire.    This  Chronicle,  together  with  tliofe 
of  Novogorod,  Plefcof,  of  the  Ukraine,  Cafan, 
and  Aftracan,  the  genealogical  tables  of  the  early 
great-dukes,  from   Vladimir  the   Great  to  the 
tzar  Ivan  Vaflilievitch,  compiled  in  the    l2th, 
ISth,  14th,  and  following  centuries,  convinced 
me,  that  Rullia  is  extremely  rich,  as  mtII  in  do^ 
cuments  relating  to  its  more  remote  annals,  as  to 
thofe  of  later  times*.     They  are  all  written  in  the 
Sclavonian  tongue.     Among  the  MSS.  relating 
to  the  hiftory  of  Ruffia,  muft  not  be  omitted  fix- 
teen  volumes  in  folio,  containing  an  account  of 
the  negotiations  of  Peter's  minifters,  from  1711 
to  1716;  alfo  thirty  volumes  of  the  official  cor- 
refpondence  of  prince  Mentchikof,  from  1703 
to  1717  ;  thefe  colledions  would  ferve  as  good 
materials  towards  compiling  an  authentic  hifto^ 
ry  of  Peter  the  Great,  a  work  much  wanted. 

O-ne  MS.  although  of  very  modern  date,  is 
yet  highly  valued,  on  account  of  the  augufl  per- 
fon  by  whom  it  was  written,  and  is  preferved  in 
an  elegant  box  of  bronze,  gilt.  It  contains  the 
inftrudtions  of  the  «mprefs  to  the  committee  de^ 

•  Se«  Chap.  8. 

u  3  legatetl 
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legated  to  form  a  new  code  of  laws ;  inflru^iiona 
drawn  up  by  herfelf,  and  written  with  her  owiv 
hand.  This  MS.  is  always  placed  upon  the. 
table,  whenever  the  members  of  the  Academy 
hold  a  folemn  meeting. 

Among  feveral  books,  the  librariap  Ihowed  me 
a  volume,  containing  the  A6ts  of  the  Apoftles, 
and  the  Epiftles,  which  is  curious,  as  being  the 
firft  book  printed  in  Ruiha  * ;  it  bears  the  date 
of  1564,  and  ilTued  from  the  prefs  eftabliflied, 
at  Mofcow.  The  paper  is  certainly  of  our 
manufa^hire,  as  it  bears  the  Englifli  {lamp ; 
and  we  find  in  Hackluyt,  that  paper  was  among 
the  firft  imports  which  Buflia  received  from 
England. 

This  library  contains,  perhaps,  more  Chi-^ 
nefe  books  than  any  other  coUeftion  in  Eut 
rope.  They  are  claiTed  in  port-folios,  and  con* 
fift  of  2,800  feparate  pieces.  An  exa6t  cata^ 
logue  has  been  lately  made  by  Leontief,  who 
palTed  feveral  years  at  Pekin  ;  where  a  Rufliau 
church  is  eftabliihed,  and  ftudents  are  permitted 
to  refide  for  the  purpofe  of  learning  the  lan-i 
guage  f .     Hitherto  we  have  been  indebted  al- 

•  Mr.  Nichols  informs  us,  that  this  book  was  ten  years  in  the 
prefs,  and  that  the  names  of  the  firft  printers  were  Ivan  Hoderfon 
and  Peter  TiraofiofFsom.  See  "  The  Origin  of  Printing,  1776," 
p.  288. 

t  See  RuiTian  pifcoveries. 

moft 
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mod  to  the  French  alone  for  accounts  of  the 
Chinefe  empire  *,  The  amicable  intercourfe, 
however,  which  has  for  fome  time  fubfifted  be- 
tween the  courts  of  Peteriburgh  and  Pekin,  has 
facilitated  the  acquifition  of  Chinefe  books ; 
and  tlie  eftabUhment  of  a  feminary  at  Pekin  has 
led  the  Ruffians  to  obtain  a  more  accurate  know- 
ledge of  that  country.  Hence  many  interefting 
publications  have  appeared  at  Peteriburgh,  rela-' 
tive  to  the  laws,  hiftory,  and  geography  of  China, 
extraded  and  tranflated  from  the  originals  pub» 
liflied  at  Pekin. 

The  various  branches  of  natural  hiftory  are 
diftributed  in  different  apartments.  This  mu-^ 
feum,  which  is  extremely  rich  in  native  produc- 
tions, has  been  confiderably  augmented  by  nu-^ 
merous  fpecimens,  colleded  by  Pallas,  Gmelin, 
Guldenftacdt,  and  other  learned  profelfors,  dur- 
ing their  late  expeditions  through  the  Ruffian 
empire, 

The  ftuffed  animals  and  birds,  occupy  one 
apartment.  Among  the  former  I  particularly 
obfervcd  the  Equus  Hemiomis,  a  fpecics  of  wild 
horle,  which  bears  the  appearance  of  a  mule :  it 
refembles  an  afs  in  the  mane,  ears,  feet,  and  tail, 
and  principally  in  the  black  ftreak  down  the  back ; 

♦  The  account  of  lonl   Macartney's   embafly,  by  the  late  fir 
George  Staunton,  has  added  to  our  knowledge  of  that  empire. 

w  4  Jn 
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in  other  parts  it  is  like  a  horfe.     It  is  the  fame 
■which   was  called  by   Ariftotle  the  HemionoSj 
found  in  his  days  in  Syria,  and  which  he  cele- 
brates for  its  amazing  fwiftnefs  and  fecundity  ; 
it  is  denominated  by  the  Mongols  dJhiggetUy 
which  fignifies  eared ;  is  alfo  known  among  na- 
turalifts  by  the  name  o^mulus  Dauricus,  becaufe 
it  is  found  in  Dauria,  about  the  rivers  Amoor, 
Onon,   and  Orgoon.     Thefe  animals,  however, 
are  there  obferved  only  in  fmall  numbers,  de- 
tached from  the  numerous  herds  which  inhabit 
the  deferts  of  Tartary,  to  the  fouth  of  the  Ruf- 
fian dominions.     Their  fwiftnefs  is  proverbial, 
and  is  faid  to  exceed  even  that  of  the  antelope : 
they  are  defcribed  by^the  Tartars  as  very  fierce, 
and  fo  untractable  as  not  to  be  tamed.     Pallas 
has  favoured  the  world  with  an  accurate  defcrip- 
tion  and  engraving  of  this  fm gular  animal,  in 
the  New  Commentaries  of  the  Academy,  to  which 
I  refer  the  reader,  as  well  as  to  Pennant's  ac- 
count,  in  his   Hiftory   of  Quadrupeds.      The 
other  animals  peculiar  to  Ruffia  and  the  adjar 
cent  countries,  which  attracted  my  notice,  are 
the  wild  ram,  called  Argoli  by  the  Mongols,  by 
Linnaeus   Capra    A?nmon,  which    inhabits    the 
mountainous  deferts  fouth  of  the  Lake  Baikal ; 
the  Bos  Ginauilens  of  Linneeus,  or  grunting  ox 
of  Pennant,  ^\'hich  inhabits  Tartary  and  Thibet, 
and  is  mentioned  here  for  the  uncommon  beauty 

of 
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of  the  tail,  full  and  flowing,  of  a  glolTy  and 
filky  texture.  Tliefe  tails  form  a  confider^ 
able  article  of  exportation  from  Thibet.  The 
Indians  faften  fmall  bundles  of  tlie  hair  for  fly- 
flaps;  the  Chincfe  dye  tufts  with  a  beautiful 
fcarlet,  for  the  decoration  of  their  caps,  and 
the  Turks  employ  it  as  ornaments  *  to  their 
{landards.  I  obferved  alfo  the  ibex,  or  bouque- 
tinf,  of  Siberia,  the  while  bear,  the  ermine,  the 
mufk-rat,  the  flying  fquirrel;  among  the  amphi- 
bious animals,  the  fea-horfe,  whofe  tufk  is  ufed 
inftead  of  ivory,  and  the  fea-otter,  which  is 
caught  on  the  coaft  of  Kamtchatka,  and  of  the 
Aleutian  -and  Fox  Iflands.  This  animal  is 
greatly  prized  for  its  rich  and  valuable  fur,  and 
the  fkin  is  difpofcd  of  to  the  Chinefe  at  a  high 
price  J. 

The  collection  of  birds,  infeds,  fifli,  fliells, 
dried  plants,  all  ranged  in  exadl  order,  and  after 
the  fyftem  of  Linnasus,  next  attracts  the  obfer- 
vation  of  the  naturaliO:. 

In  the  cabinet  of  natural  hiflory,  I  was  fur- 
prifed  at  the  number  and  variety  of  foihl  bones, 
teeth,  and  horns,  of  the  elephant,  rhinoceros, 
and  buffalo,  difcoveved  in  differeitt  partsof  this 

*  The  Europeans  erroneoufly  fuppofe  thefe  ornaments  to  be 
made  from  horfe-tails. 

f  See  account  of  the  bouquetin,  in  Travels  in  Switzerland,  Let- 
ter 41. 

J  See  Ruffian  Difcoveries. 
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empire,  but  more  particularly  in  the  fouthera  re- 
gions of  Siberia,  where  thefe  animals  were  never 
known  to  exifl.  According  to  the  opinion  of 
Peter,  who,  though  a  great  monarch,  was  cer- 
tainly no  great  naturalifl,  the  teeth  found  near 
Voronetz  were  the  remains  of  elephants  belong- 
ing to  the  army  of  Alexander  the  Great,  who, 
according  to  fome  hiftorians,  crofled  the  Don, 
and  advanced  as  far  as  Koftinka.  The  cele- 
brated Bayer  conje6i;ures  * ,  that  the  bones  and 
teeth  found  in  Siberia  belonged  to  elephants 
common  in  that  country,  during  the  wars  of  the 
Mongol  monarchs  with  the  Perfians  and  Indi-. 
ans;  and  this  plaufible  fuppofition  is  in  fome 
meafure  corroborated  by  the  difcovery  of  the 
entire  Ikeleton  of  an  elephant  in  one  of  the  Si- 
berian tombs.  But  this  opinion,  as  Pallas  juftly 
obferves,  is  fufficiently  refuted  by  the  confide- 
ration,  that  the  elephants  employed  in  all  the  ar« 
mies  of  India  could  never  have  afforded  the  vaft 
quantities  of  teeth  which  have  been  already  dif- 
covered  f. 

The  fame  ingenious  naturalift  has  given  an 
ample  dcfcription  of  thefe  foffil  bones,  and  en-^ 
deavoured  to  account  for  their  origin  if.     On 

*  Le  Bruyn's  Travels,  vol.  I.  p.  63. 

■{-  Nov.  Com.  XIII.  p.  440. 

J  Nov.  Com.  De  Oflibus  Sibiriae  foflllibus.  He  fays,  that  in  no 
country  more  foflil  bones  have  been  difcovered  than  in  Siberia} 
and  that  elephants'  teeth  have  been  dug  up  in  fiich  plenty,  as  to 
nuke  a  confiderable  article  of  trade,  ,    . 

I  exammmg 
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examining  thofe  in  the  mufeujn,  he  was  led  to 
conclude,  that  as  thefe  bones  are  equally  dif- 
perfed  in  all  the  northern  regions  of  Europe,  the 
climate  probably  was  in  the  earlier  ages  fuffici* 
ently  warm  to  be  the  native  countries  of  the  ele- 
phant, rhinoceros,  and  other  quadrupeds,  now 
found  only  in  the  fouth.  But  when  he  vifited, 
(during  hjs  travels,  the  fpots  where  the  foflil  bo- 
dies were  found,  and  could  form  a  judgment 
from  his  own  obfervatjons,  and  not  from  the  ac-» 
counts  of  others,  he  candidly  renounced  his 
former  hypothefis,  and,  in  conformity  with  the 
opinions  of  many  modern  philofophers,  aflerted 
that  they  muft  have  been  brought  by  the  wa- 
ters, and  that  nothing  but  a  fudden  and  gene- 
ral inundation,  fuch  as  the  deluge,  could  have 
tranfported  them  from  their  native  countries  to 
the  regions  of  the  north.  In  proof  of  this  af- 
fertion  he  adds,  the  bones  are  generally  found  fe- 
parate,  as  if  fcattered  by  the  waves,  covered  with 
a  ftratum  of  mud,  evidently  formed  by  the  wa- 
ters, and  commonly  intermixed  with  the  re- 
liiain^  of  mafine  plants  * ,  inllances  of  which  he 

himfelf 

•  Pallas,  in  a  recent  publication,  has  defcribed  feveral  fo/Til  bones 
lately  dug  up  in  the  government  of  Cafun,  fome  whereof  were  fent 
to  Peterfburgh  in  1779,  and  depofited  in  the  mufeum  of  the  Aca- 
demy. The  raoH:  remarkable  ot  thefe  bones  which  he  enumerates, 
itff  ^  following :  An  elephant's  tooth,  10  fpans  3^  inches  long, 

and 
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himfelf  obferVed  during  his  progrefs  through  Si- 
beria, and  which  fufficiently  prove  that  thefe 
regions  of  Afia  were  once  overwhelmed  with 
the  fea. 

The  moft  curious  of  thefe  fpecimens  is  the 
head  and  foot  of  a  rhinoceros,  which  were  dua: 
up  entire  in  a  bank  of  the  Vihii,  a  fmall  river 
faUing  into  the  Lena,  in  latitude  64,  below  Ya- 
kutfk :  the  body  was  found  in  December  1771; 
and  when  Pallas  vifited  thofe  parts  the  following 
year,  the  head  and  two  legs  were  fent  to  him  by 
the  governor  of  the  province,  and  by  him  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  mufeum.  Even  the  ikin  and  hair 
are  very  apparent. 

The  account  of  the  difcovery  is  related  in  his 
Travels  *, 

The 

and  15I:  inches  in  circumference;  ditto,  5  feet  3  inches  in  length, 
and  the  fame  in  circumference;  feveral  bones  of  elephants  of  con- 
fiderable  flze;  a  damaged  horn  of  a  rhinoceros,  2  ftet  4  inches 
long;  a  jaw  of  a  rhinoceros,  3  fpans  and  if  inches  long,  containing 
two  black  teeth,  Sec.  Bericht  von  Gebeinen  grofler  auflaendifcher 
Thiere.     PalJas's  Nqrdifche  Beytrage,  vol.  I.  p.  173. 

*  "  This  winter  the  hunters  of  Yakutflc  having  found,  near  the  ri- 
vulet Vilui,  the  body  of  an  unknown  animal,  the  head  and  two  hinder 
feet  were  fent  to  Irkutfk  by  Ivan  Argimof,  vayvode  of  Vilitflc.  In 
the  account  of  this  difcovery,  dated  the  17th  of  January,  it  ap- 
pears, that  in  December,  about  26  miles  above  Vilitfk,  the  body  of 
an  animal  was  obferved  half  buried  in  the  fand,  about  a  fathom 
from  the  water,  and  four  fathom  from  a  fteep  cliff.  Being  mea- 
fiired,  it  was  found  to  be  7  feet  7  inches  in  length,  and  in  height 
about  7  feet  6  inches.  The  hide  was  entire,  the  body  appeared  of 
its  natural  bulk;  but  in  fuch  a  (late,  that  only  the  head  and  feet 

could^ 
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The  ores  colleded  from  the  numerous  mines 
of  the  Ruffian  empire,  highly  dcferve  the  atten- 

could  be  carried  away;  one  of  the  feet  was  fent  to  Yakutfk,  and 
the  remainder  to  Irkutfk.  On  infpeftion,  they  feemed  to  have  be- 
longed to  a  full-grown  rhinoceros ;  and  as  the  head  was  entirely- 
covered  with  the  flcin,  there  could  be  no  doubt  of  the  faft.  Oi» 
one  fide  the  fmall  hairs  were  ftill  perfeft.  The  exterior  organiza- 
tion was  well  preferved,  and  the  eye-lids  were  not  entirely  cor- 
rupted. Here  and  there,  under  the  fkin,  and  the  bones,  and  alfo  in 
the  hollow  part  of  the  (kull,  was  found  a  Himy  fubftance,  the  re- 
mains of  the  putrid  flefli ;  and  upon  the  feet,  befide  the  flime,  parts 
of  the  tendons  and  fmews  were  obferved.  Both  the  horn  and 
hoofs  were  wanting;  but  the  hollow  in  which  the  horn  had  been 
fct,  and  the  edge  of  the  (kin  which  encircled  its  bafe,  being  appa- 
rent, and  the  cloven  feparation  of  the  hoofs  being  vifible,  afforded 
undoubted  proof  that  the  animal  was  a  rhinoceros.  I  fhall  here 
mention  a  few  circumftances,  which  I  obtained  from  Argunof,,  re- 
lative to  the  place  where  the  remains  of  the  rhinoceros  were  dif- 
covered,  and  add  a  few  conjcftures  on  the  poOibility  of  their  pre- 
fervation  during  fo  long  a  period.  The  country  about  the  Vilui  is 
mountainous;  and  the  mountains  confift  of  ftrata,  partly  of  fand 
and  lime-ftone,  and  partly  of  clay  mixed  with  many  pebbles.  The 
body  was  found  in  a  hill,  compofed  of  fand  and  pebbles,  about 
fifteen  fathoms  high:  it  was  buried  deep  in  a  coarfe  gravelly  fand; 
and  was  preferved  by  the  frbft,  as  the  ground  in  that  part  is  never 
thawed  at  any  confiderable  depth.  Without  this  circumftance  the 
fkin  and  other  parts  of  this  quadruped  would  not  have  been  fo 
long  preferved.  For  we  cannot  aflign  the  quick  tranfportatJon  of 
this  animal,  from  its  native  country  in  the  fouth  to  thefe  cold  re-' 
gions,  to  a  later  period,  or  to  a  lefs  important  caufc,  than  to  the  de- 
luge; as  the  molt  ancient  hiftories  of  mankind  make  no  mention-of 
any  later  revolution  of  this  globe,  which  could,  with  equal  proba- 
bility, have  buried  thefe  remains  of  the  rhinoceros,  as  well  as  the 
bones  of  elephants  fcattered  throughout  Siberia*." 

•  Pallas  Reifc,  Part  III.  p.  97. 

tion 
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tion  of  the  mineralogift.  In  fpeaking  of  this 
colledion,  I  fhall  confine  myfelf  to  two  fpeci- 
mens  interefting  to  natufalifts;  native  copper, 
and  a  large  mafs  of  native  iron.  The  former 
was  brought  fi'om  a  fmall  ifland,  within  fight  of 
Kamtchatka,  which  takes  the  name  of  INIednoi 
Oftrof,  or  Copper  Ifland,  from  the  pieces  of  na- 
tive copper  *  not  unfrequently  found  upon  the 
beach. 

The  fpecimen  of  native  iron  is  part  of  a  moft 
remarkable  mafs  of  that  metal  in  its  pure  ftate, 
blended  with  glafs-like  matter  -f  :  it  is  in  every 
refpeft  perfe6l,  malleable,  and  capable  of  being* 
forged  into  any  form;  fufceptible  of  ruft;  in  a 
word,  pofTefling  all  the  qualities  of  iron.  It  was 
difcovered  in  Siberia  by  Palla»,  who  favoured 
me  with  a  defcription,  which  will  ferve  to  eluci- 
date his  account  fent  to  the  Royal  Society.  Let 
me  only  remark,  that  I  repeatedly  examined  the 
fpecimen,  and  found  its  real  ftate  to  be  exadly 
defcribed.  I  exprefsly  mention  thefe  citcum- 
ftances,  as  fome  perfons  have  doubted  the  exift- 
ence  of  this  block  of  native  iron;  and  as  I  am 

•  See  Ruffian  t)ifcoreries. 

-j-  It  appears,  by  Meyers's  analysis  of  tliis  mineral,  that  theglafs- 
Kke  matter  confifts  of  8  parts  of  femigineous  earth,  27  of  fili- 
cious  earth,  and  25  of  the  earth  of  raagnefia.  See  Meyer's  "Ver-^ 
fuche  mit  der  von  dem  Herns  Prof.  Pallas  in  Siberien  gefundenen 
Eifenftuffe;"  in  Befchaeftigungem  der  Berlin.  Gefellfcbaft.  Vol. 
III.  p.  405. 

always 
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always  anxious,  whenever  I  have  it  in  my  power, 
to  afcertain  the  truth  of  every  relation  which  I 
give  to  the  public. 

"  This  mafs,  which  exhibits  the  firft  inftance  of 
native  iron  ever  found  in  a  perfe6t  ftate  of  mal- 
leability, was  difcovered  on  an  eminence  oppofite 
to  Mount  Memis,  near  the  eaftern  bank  of  the 
Yenisei,  between  the  rivulets  Oberi  and  Sifim, 
which  fall  into  that  river  above  the  town   of 
Krafnoyarfk.      It  was   a  fcparate    mafs,  which 
feemed  to  have  been  detached,  by  a  lapfe  of 
time,  from    the   hill    on  which  it  refted;  and 
what  is  very  remarkable,  the  chain  of  moun- 
tains, among  which  it  was  found,  do  not  afford 
the  lead  traces  of  any  volcano,  any  remains  of 
forges  or  ancient  mines,  or  in  any  other  part  the 
fmalleft  appearances  of  native  iron.    Within  374 
yards  of  the  fpot  where  it  was  obfcrved,  is  a  rich 
vein  of  a  blueifh  magnetic  ore;  which,  being 
vifited  by  the  Ruifian  miners,  lirll  led  to  the  dif- 
covery  of  the  infulated  mafs.  In  its  original  ftate, 
it  weighed  i,440  Englifh  pounds,  and  was  incruft- 
ed  in  moft  parts  with  a  thick  coat  of  blackifh  iron 
ore.  The  infidc  confifts  of  pure  malleable  iron,  di- 
vided by  irregular  cavities,  which  are  filled  with 
a  vitrified  tranfparent  fubftance,  yellow  for  the 
moft  part,  but  black  in  a  few  places,  efpecially 
near  the  furface,  and  blended  here  and  there 

with 
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with  ochre.  Thofe  who  have  never  feen  aity 
part  of  this  mafs  may  be  difpofed  to  conclude 
that  it  niuft  have  been  the  effect  of  art;  but  they 
who  examine  it  with  attention  mufi:  be  of  opi- 
nion, that  it  was  entirely  natural,  although  they 
Cannot  account  for  the  mode  of  its  production." 
^,  The  anatomical  cabinet  is  highly  efteemed  ; 
it  was  prepared  by  Ruyfch,  a  celebrated  ana- 
tomift  of  the  Hague,  and  fold,  in  171 7,  to  Peter 
the  Great,  for  so,ooo  florins*.  This  collection 
is  remarkable  for  the  regular  fuccefTion  of  foe- 
tufes  in  fpirits,  from  the  earlieft  period  of  con- 
ception to  the  birth  of  the  infant;  and  for  the 
inje6tions  of  the  brain  and  eye.  The  niemhranes 
of  the  eye  are  fo  fine  and  tender,  that  it  requires 
infinite  care  to.  inject  them ;  and  Ruyfch  fuc- 
cceded  in  this  difficult  operation.  He  fuppofed 
that  he  had  difcovered  a  new  membrane  in  the 
choroides  of  the  eye,  which  is  from  him  called 
Ruyfchian ;  and  although,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  moil  able  anatomifis,  he  did  not  fiicceed  in 
his  attempts  to  prove  the  exiflence  of  this  new 
membrane  t ;  yet  his  labours  muft  be  efteemed 
of  great  ufe,  and  his  inje(5tions  of  the  liner  veffels 

*  About  £i  3,000. 

f  He  arnrmed,  that  he  divided  the  choroides  into  two  mem- 
branes; but  it  is  now  the  received  opinlcn,  that  he  only  fplit  the 
feme  membrane  into  two  parts. 

©f 
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<>f  the  eye  are  j^iftly  admired. for  .their  fuperi or 
delicacy.  rijji'jvf  ihldt/  'i 

1  haftcn  to,tlie  chamber  of  rpirities^  in  which, 
ainoiig  the  moft  coQifpicuoj4&.Gui*iofitiesy  muft  be 
mentioned  the  arms  and  ortiaments  found  in  the 
tombs  of  Siberia,  many  of  whicli  .are  of  o-reat 
value  *,  being  of  maffive  gojd,  and  of  elegant 

,-.:;..      ■  '      .--yriiiA     :••(  '•• 
•  The  quantity  of  gold  found  in  tliefe  tombs  is  fcarcely  credi- 

l)le.    One  which  was  opened  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Irtifh,  ia 

Xhus  defcribed  in  the  Archseoldgia  t  ' 

"  After  removing  a  very  deep  covering  of  earth  and  fton«s,  the 
%vorkmen  came  to  three  vauUs,  conftrufted  of  flones  of  rude 
workmanfhip. 

*•  That  Vvhefein  the  printe  was  depofit^d,  which  was  in  the 
certtre,  aiv^  the  largeft  qf  the  tKrecy  was  icafily  diftinguiflied  by  the 
fword,  fpear,  bow,  quiver,  and  arrow,  which  lay  befide  him.  la 
the  vault  beyond  himj  towards  which  big  feet  lay,  were  Ixis  horfe, 
bridle,  faddle,  and  ftirrups.  The  body  of  the-^rince  lay  in  a  re^ 
clming  pbfture,  upon  a'fteet  of  pure  g6ld,  exteading  from  head  to 
foot:  and  another  fheet  of  gold  of  the  like  dimcnfions  was  f|M-ead 
over  him.  He  was  wrapped  in  a  rich  mantle,  bordered  with  gold, 
and  ftudded  with  rubies  and  emeralds.  His  head,  rteck,  breaft, 
and  arrtis  naked,  and  without  any  ornament. 

•'  In  tho  lefler  vault  lay  the  princefs,  diftingui(hed  by  her  female 
ornaments.  She  was  placed  reclining  again  ft  the  walls,  with  a  gold 
chain  of  many  link's,  fet  with  rubies,'rouAdhei' neck,  and  gold 
bracelets  round  her  arms.  The  head,  bread,  and  arms  Were  naked. 
The  body  was  covered  with  a  rich  robe,  .but  without  any  border  of 
gold  or  jewels,  and  was  laid  on  a  fheet  of  fine  gold,  and  covered 
Over  with  another*  The  four  fheets  of  gold  weighed /)0  pounds; 
The  robes  of  both  looked  fair  and  complete  j  but,  upon  touching, 
crumbled  into  duft." 

Demidofs  Account  of  certain  Tartarian  Antiquities, 
in  the  Archajologia,  vol.  II.  p.  223,  224. 

TOL.  III.     '  N  vorJvmaufljjp, 
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^'OFkmanlliip.  Tbefe  ornaments  confift  of  bt-acipv 
lets,  fome  ofMhich  weigh  a  pound;  collars  kt 
tfie  lliape  of  ferpents;  vafes,    croM'ns,  bucklers, 
rings,  figures  of  animals  richly  carved  in  gold 
and  filver;  iiibres  with  golden  hilts,  ornamented 
with  precious  ftones;-  Tartar  idols,   and  other 
antiquities.      Some    of  tbefe   a-ntiq^^ities  were 
copper    knives,    fpears,    and    fwords,   but   the 
o-veater  part  ai^  of  mafTn'e  gold,  and  of  elegant 
workmanfliip.     But  how  are  we  to  account  for 
the  exiltence  ©f  a  civilized  nation,  capable  of 
thefe  woi'ks  of  art',  on  the  banks  of  the  Irtilh, 
the  Tobol,  and  the  Veiiisei  ?     This  queftion  is' 
iutisfictorily  folved  by  Muller,  who  made   re- 
fcarches,  and  publilhed  aa  excellcat  treaitife  oir 
the  fubject  ^ip^ 

After  deferibing  the  different  fpeciea  of  tombs- 
in  the  fouthem  partti  of  Siberia,  he  adds :  "  That 
as  in  feveral  the  bones  of  men,  women,  and^ 
florfes,  have  been  found,  with  javelins,  bowser- 
arrows,  and  other  weapons,  it  is  evident  that  the 
fame  ancient  fiiperftition,  which  ftill  reig-ns  iw 
India,  was  fonnerly  prevalent  in  Siberia  ;  name- 
ly, that  departed  fouls  follow  the  fame  occupa- 
tions in  a  future  ftate,  which  they  purfued  iit 

*  See  Mr.  MuUer's  excellent  Treatlfe  Von  den  Altem  Graebenv 
in  Siberia  in  HaygoW,  vol.  II.  p.  155  5  alfo  in  the  jQum.il  of  St. 
I^t.  for  1779. 
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this  world  *.  For  this  piirpofe,  at  the  deniife  of 
a  dillinguillied  perfon,  liis  favourite  AVife,  fcr- 
Vants,  and  horfes,  were  facrificed  at  his  tomb, 
Knd  buried  AVith  him;  and  for  the  fame  reafon 
his  arms,  drefs,  and  aceoutrcmerits,  were  alfo 
inteiTed:  hence  the  Indian  A\ives,  to  this  da}', 
throw  themfelves  on  the  funeral  pile  of  their 
Imfbands."  Muller  corroborates  this  opinion  by 
obferving,  that  According  to  the  areliives  of 
Yakutfk,  he  found  this  cuftom  fubfifled  among 
the  inhabitants  when  the  Rufiiaiis  conquer- 
td  Siberia.  He  next  endeavours  to  afcertaiii 
the  people  to  whom  thcfe  burial  places  be- 
longed; and  he  is  equally  judicious  in  the  folu- 
ti6n  of  this  difficult  enquiry.  The  rieh^ft  of 
thefe  burial  places,  he  fays,  were*1\iade  in  th^ 
time  of  Zinghis  Khan  ahd  his  immediate  fuccef- 
fors.  The  moll  valuable  tomb's  being  found  near 
the  banks  of  the  Volga,  the  Tobol,  and  the 
Irtlfli;  the  next  in  Value  in  the  deferts  of  the 
Yenisei ;  and  the  pooreft  in  the  countries  bor- 
dering oil  the  lake  Baikal ;  he  fuppofes  them  all 
to  have  been  the  work  of  th&  IMongol  hordes 
at  different  periods* 

•  Or,  as  the  poet  lias  elegantly  expreflecl  it  j 
■  -^  ^tt  gratia  currum 
Armorutnque fuit  <uiv'ts,  qua  cura  nitentef 
Pafcere  equos ;  eademfequitur  tellure  repoftoi. 

iEneid.  lib.  vj;6^jf, 
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Zinghis,  or  Tchinghis  Khan,  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  his  vaft  power  in  the  beginning  of  tlie 
loth  century.  The  roving  hordes  of  ^longols, 
mIio  were  tirft  reduced  under  his  dominion,  iii- 
liabited  the  countries  about  the  rivers  Selenga, 
Tola,  Orkon,  and  Anon,  ftretching  from  tlie 
Amoor  to  the  ^Mongol  Defert,  which  leads  to  the 
wall  of  China.  Thefe  hordes  were  at  that  time 
a  poor  tribe ;  and  hence  the  tombs  which  are 
found  in  thole  parts  are  fcantily  provided  with 
rich  accoutrements,  and  ornaments  of  value. 

Zinghis  having  fubje6ted  the  Mongols,  turned 
his  arms  to  different  quarters.  With  the  aid  of 
thefe  warlike  tribes,  h^  and  his  fuccelfors  con- 
quered great  part  af  China,  Independent  Tar- 
tary,  Perfia,  and  India,  and  held  for  fome  years 
almoft  all  Rullia  under  their  yoke.  The  plunder 
of  fuch  extenfive  countries  centered  for  the  moft 
part  in  the  capital  of  the  chief  Khan,  acknow- 
ledged by  all  the  feudal  princes  as  the  head  of 
that  vaft  empire,  which,  on  the  death  of  Zinghis, 
was  divided  into  many  independent  principali- 
ties. This  capital  was,  about  the  middle  of  the 
13th  century,  fituated  between  the  Yaik  and 
Irtilh*;  and  accordingly  the  richeft  icpulchres 

aif 

•  Rubruquis,  in  bis  journey  to  the  Khan  Magnu,  tucceiTor  of 
Zinglus  Klxan,  delcribes  the  lail  river  he  croiTed  to  be  ;he  Yaik^ 
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are  difcovered  ih  the  parts'  lying  between  tliofe 
two  rivers. 

Towards  the  beginning  of  the  1 5th  centuTy, 
the  power  of  tlie  Mongols  was  annihilated  in 
thefe  "parts,  andthere  fcems  no  other  period,'  but 
the  1 3th  and  I4th  centuries,  in  which  'they 
cotild  have  collcfted  fiich  an  imnienfe  booty  is' 
the  drnaments  found  in  thefe  tombs  feent't'o  in- 
dicate. 

'  A  long  gallery  contains  the  various  dreffes  of 
the  inhabitants  in  the  Rufliart  empire,  and  of 
many  eaftern  nations:  among  which  the  Chincfc 
are  the  moft  confiderable.  One  apartment  is 
filled^  with  the  dreifes,  arms,  and  implements 
brought  from  the  neW-difcovered  iflands  between 
Afia  and  America,  and  from  the  parts  of  the 
continent  vifited  by  the  Ruihan  veflels.  Some 
of  thefe  fpecimens  are  the  fame  which  are  men- 
tioned in  the  Journals  of  the  Rulfian  Voyages, 
namely,  caps  beautifully  adorned  Avith  long 
ftreamers  of  hair  like  ancient  helmets;  clothes 
made  with  the  fkins  of  fea-otters,  of  rein-deer, 
and  of  birds  painted  red,  and  ornamented  MJth 

and  as  he  never  mentions  the  Irtifli,  it  is  probable  that  tlie  feat  of 
the  court  was  between  thofe  two  rivers. 

Thefe  ornaments  are  executed  with  fuch  tafte  and  elegance,  as 
to  render  it  probable  that  they  were  executed  by  Europeans,  drawn 
by  the  liberality  of  Zinghis  Khan  and  his  fucceflbrs;  and  Rubru- 
quis  met,  atth^court  of  Magnu,  William  Boucher,  a  French  gold- 
fi^ith. 

N  3  fringes 
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fringes  of  leather,  hair,  or  (inews ;  alfo  woo,den 
mafks,  repvefenting  the  heads  of  large  fiUi  an4 
fea^animals,  which  the  inhabitant?  occafionally 
wear  at  fcftivals  *, 

In  this  gallery  are  various  idols,  which  Pajla:^ 
procured  from  the  Calmuc  or  Mongol  liordes 
yoving  in  Siberia,  many  of  whom  are  ftillplunge^ 
in  a  ftate  of  the  groffeft  idolatry,  and  follow  the 
religioii  of  the  Dalai  Lama.  Some  of  thefe  dei-^ 
ties  are  delineated  on  canvas ;  others  are  of  cjay, 
painted  or  gilt ;  a  few  are  of  bronze,  chiefly:  pro:^ 
cured  from  Thibet.  They,  are  moftly  grot^fque 
figures,  Avith  many  hands  and  ^rms,  fitting  crofsr. 
legged,  ^nd  fimilar  to  thofe  woriliipped  by  n\any 
fects  in  the  Eaft :  they  are  ]ioUow,  and  generally 
filled  with  relics  and  lentences  of  prayers,  Enr 
gravings  of  the  mpft  remarkable  idols  ^re  givei^ 
jn  Pallas's  Travels  j" , 

The  collection  of  Ruffian  coins  throws  a  con^ 
fiderable  light  on  the  early  hillory  of  this  coun- 
try. The  moft  ancient  fiibftitutes  for  money 
were  fmall  pieces  of  leather,  or  of  martens'  fkin  \ 
but  in  their  dealings  with  foreigners,  the  Ruf- 
fians, like  the  Chinefe,  exchanged  theifmerchaur 
dize  for  gold  and  filver  in  bullion.  The  firft 
perg,  of  coining  in  Ruffia  is  unkno^vn;  but  the 

*  Se^  Rufllau  Bifcoveries,  alfo  Cook's  and  Vancouver's  Voyages^ 
«i-  See  ]Lgrd  Macartney's  EmbalTy  j  Turner's  Embafly. 
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art  was  probably  derived  from  tb,<f  Tartars.  Tfec 
<;uins  *  are  ranged  in  nmc  c^aircs. 
itj.  Tt^  firft  contains  tliofe:  Ayii-liout  iufvrip- 
tions:  thefe,  ■vvlikh  are  undottbttxliy  the  njoll 
anciejjt,  rc;xhibit  in  cue  or  tM'O  instances  a  liu- 
^an  %M(re  ovvi horftback,  ■wielding  a  Iword; 
^tar,Q,foi'  tlie  moft  part  ftamped  with  t Ik?  rude 
i'cprQfentations  o^  cqrt^^u  aninials,  which  i  dc' 
note)  their  Jartarii^Ur'oHgin.^  The  gycle  o-r  pe- 
riod of  convputatioj^-jeniployed  .l)y  the  Tartars, 
was  fun  liar  to  thatt  ftili  w^cd  by  the  Chinefe  and 
Mongolti,:  a|id  contained  twelve  years;  each  ftto- 
ccjTiveJy  marked  by  a  diftcrent  animal:  },  a. 
niowfej  2.  an  ok;^-  a  tiger;  4.  a  hare;  5.  a 
.i^rocothlc  or  dragon.;  6.  >  fcrpeiit;  7.  a  ;horfe> 
.$.3;  lamb;  9.  an  ape;  ip.  a  lien;  ll.  a;  dog* 
42.  a  liog.  Of  thefe  all  but  the  crocodile,  the 
;ipc,  apd  the  hare,  appear  on  the  coins ;  and  per- 
haps the  Tartars  who  over-ran  RniHia,  ufed,  in- 
ftead  of  them,  the  Avan,  harpy,  and  fyren.  The 
coins  imprclfed  M'ith  the  figures  abovermention- 
.ed,  were  probably  ftruck  in  the  correfponding 
years  of  the  cycle.  The  aimuai  tribute  paid  by 
ih^  Ruffians  to  the  Tartars  was  marked  by  the 

*  Lc  Clerc  has  la,tely  favoi*red  the  public  with  a  curious  account 
f>l'  the  Numifmatic  Hiftory  of  Ruflla,  n  hich  he  lias  rendered  ex- 
tremely  valuable  by  engravings  of  177  of  the  moft  ancient  coin*. 
S«e  Hift,  de  la  Ruff.  Anc.  vol.  II.  p.  527  to  549. 

t  Sh^rebatof  in  Journ.  St.  Pet.  for  1781,  Pajt  IL  p.  15. 

N  4  animals 
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animals  'which  'denote  the'  piarticular  y^r  '^f  tHe 
cycle;  and,  as  in  fome  coins  t^\"0  of  thefe  aiiiiiials 
q,re  rep  relented  at  the  -fame  time,  probably '  the 
-  tribute  oftiWo'  year^ '  wk4  delivered-  at  'onceJ  "2. 
Coins  with'  a  Tartar  irifcriiytioh^j^hibii' iroa'^^ 
of  men'-  on"  fet,^/^  or  d#i  Ji^i-leback,  h'dliiing -in 
•iheir'-hands'a  filfe^fe*,-  alaftdl^,^-iml  a  fafkbil'^  atlfo 
06  giuffiins,   gbll^s,  fotvi§,' :§ild'  fwans'.'  'S-^'^Odiivi 
with>Tartar  arid  RiiiTiari" infferiptions.     4^ 06ihh 
with  only  ^Riifltiah  'chai;aCiier^  without  "dktb.   '  We 
'may  remark  ^1  the  thrfee^  M  'clalTes,  th:it  the 
-olaarat^^ters  infciibedon  the  Odifts  wei-e  fdmetimes 
jTartaivfometilties  Kuffian, •jiiid' fbmetimes 'bdtK^ 
jjisthe-foviei'^ig^ns^wCtfe^nlbre  drd€*fs  fubjccl;  to' the 
:Thrtdr  yoke" '  >5{.  Coins  of -the  great-dukes,  bfe-- 
,giniiing  fiforD' Vafiili  Demitricvitch,  and  ending 
with  thoib'  of  ^afiili  Ivanovitch.     The  year -in 
which  the  gwat--duke  iiift  fti^uek  money' at  Mof- 
cow  is  notafceiftained ;  but  iirbm  the- Ruffian  in-- 
fcriptionori  themoft  ancient' pieces  df  thiis  clafs^ 
Knaes  VelikiyJ^assiliy the  gieat-duke  Vaffili, pro- 
bably aibout  the  y^aT!  1404,  when  Vaffili  Demi^ 
tvicVifcch  ubtuiiiitd  a  cona^ete  victory  over  Kun- 
d.^1,  kh'4H.Qf(!tihe  Taj-tai'siyi  The  y^ar  before  the 
death  of  Ivan  Vaffilievitch  I.  a  coin  was  ftruck 
by-Ariftotlo  of^'Bologna,  whOj  with  other  foreign 
'aiiiils;   was- drawn  by  that  prince  to  Mofcow. 
(3.  Corns  of  the  princes  of  the  blood  who  held 
independent  ^:>rincipalitics,  tliofe  of  Galitz,  Sve^ 

^igorodj 
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rifgorod,  Mofliaiflc,  Bielof^ro,  Siifclal,  Refart, 
Ti-er;'^^&c.  ;'^/  Thofe'  of  the  ^^Hncipal  towns, 
whiclV  had  '  the  right  of '  coinin'g ;  Novogo- 
rod,  Plefcof,  Mofcow,  Tver/'&c.  The  moft  an- 
cient are  thofe  of  NovogbVo'd,  where  the  Tar- 
tar money  had"tt6  currency';  as'  the  commercial 
hitiefcloitrfe  with'fbreign  ntltTorls'Had  intfoducled 
the  iithuaniaii  aird  Swedifli'  ipecie.  ''^ 

S:  Coins  from  the  tzar  Ivan  Vaffihevitch  til 
tb'  the  maj6rity  of  Petei'  t'he'Grkt.  The  firft 
gold  piece 'Was  tiiklle  in  the  feign  of  Ivari;  -when 
fhe'impi^effioh  \f as 'greatly  irnprovcd.'  On  fome 
of  thefe  pieces*  I  ohf^rltd  on  one  "fide  the  fp^read- 
ekjjle  *  and-  an  \imcbrn,  ^  and'  'oh  the  reveiTe, '  the 
i^^d'-ea^l^,  ^fIth•  a  St.  fjeiorge  and  the  dragoii 
dti'itshrejift.''  This!  firi^ 'iritt;odiiaion  of'^the 
ij^re'ld-eagTe  is'fa|Sp6fed  to  be  owing 'to  the'rriar- 
ria«:e'  of '  I'van  Vaffilievitch  L'  with  the  G reek 
priii'Ce'ft  S^phfa;'  iti  whofe' right;  he  ^ is  laid  to 
ha^ef  founded' piretenrions  'to  the  Creek  ^rhpi re, 
and  to  have  borne  that  device  upon  his  arms. 
Bittwehaveno  proof  of  the  fa(5l,  either  from 
the  coins  of  this  monarch,  or  from  the  accounts 
of' Herberftein  and  Poffevinus;  and  Ivan  Vaf- 
filievitch  11.  was  "undoubtedly 'the  firft  prince 
under  whom  the  device  of  the  fprcttd  eagle  was 
damped  on  the  coin;  but  hiftory  is  fjlent  on 
what  occalion  it  was  affumed.  The  firft  rouble, 
lyhich  before  was  only  ufed  like  our  pound  fter- 
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Ting  m  computing,  was  coined  by  Alex^y  M^u 
chaeiovltch.     In  this  clafs  are  three  coins  re- 
markable in  the  hiftoo-y  of  the  empire:  the  firft 
is  a  Ruffian  ducat,  having  the  heads  of  tlip  twq 
tzars  Ivan  and  Peter  Alexievitch  ob  onCjiidje, 
and  on  the  oth^r  tliat  of  their  fifter  Sophia,  \i  itli 
the  crown,  Iceptie,  and  royal  robes.     The  otheij 
are  two  coins  of  Ivan  and  Peter,  which  baf^^ 
the  conjeclurfs  of  hiftorians ;  tliey  bear  no  date; 
and  as  thefe  princes  were  jp.i^it  fovereign^;  ux* 
antiquary  has  accounted  for  theix,  feparate:^ 
prefentation,    when  :tlie   niouey,  .<j[tu'ing  ^heU 
reign,  was,  excepting  in  this  inftance,  uniformly 
impreffed  )vit)i  both  their  heads.     9.  The  laft 
4clals,coiupiifes  all  tj>e  money  iUue-tJ  by  Peter  and 
his  fuccelTors ;  jipon  coniparii?^  tlijefe  with  tho, 
f)reccding  coins,  it  is  evident  to  tlie  comnioneljh 
obferver,  how  inu^b  the  die  was ,  corrected  by 
Peter  the  Great  on  his  return  from  his  travels  jj 
and  that  fifice  his  time  it  has  gradually  degejoerf 
rated*,  ■.  .. 

The  cabinet  k  rich  in  EaTteni,  coins ;  con^ 
taining,  among  others,  thofe  of  the  calipli^  pf 
Arabia  and  Samarcaud  :  of  the  khans  of  Bulga? 
ria,  ,Crim  Tartary,  and  Afof,  a,nd  of  tlie  Mongol 
tribe,  caUed  by  tJieRuffiaiis  the  Golden  ^orde, 

*  See  Eflai  fiir  la  Bib.  p.  245.    Vi^fucli  ueber  die  altea  Ru/ET* 
phen  Muentzen.    Joum.  SL  Pef.  ijf^lf 
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Among  the  Indian  pieces  ^r©  the  twelve  roupees, 

reprefenting  the  twelve  figns  of  the  Zodiac,  of 

queen  Nourmahall,    whofe  hiftoiy,    related   in 

the  travels  of  Tavernier  *,  has  more  the  air  of  au 

JEaftern  tale,  than  of  a  true  narrative  t- 

.    In  an  adjoining  apartment,  I  was  ftiuck  with 

a  waxen  figure  of  Peter  the  Great,  as  large  as 

Jife,  fitting  in  an  armed  chair.     The  features 

bear  an  exa^  refemblance  to  the  original,  being 

tal^cn  from  a  mould  applied  \,o  his  face  when 

jcleajd,.  and,  cplourqd  ii>  imitation  of  his  conir 

plexion,     Tbe  eye-bvo.ws  and  hair  are  black,  the 

eyqs  djark,  ..the  coniplej^ipn  fwarthy,  tlie  afped 

ferocioui,  and  the  head  iiiclined  to  one  fide,  ac? 

por.ding  to  his  ufual  habit.     He  was  very  tall ; 

and,  on  meafuring  the  ijigurc,  as  well  as  the  pof- 

ture  would  permit,  the  height  exceeded  fix  feet, 

It  is  clothed  in  the  ouly  full  drefs  which  that 

emperor  ever  wore,   the  fame  which  he  had  on, 

when  he  placed  tlic  crown  upon  the  head  of  his 

beloved  Catharine.     This  drefs  is   of  blue  filk 

richly  embroidered  with  filver ;  the  ftockings  of 

fleih-colourcd  filk,  with  filver  clocks.  But  I  lliould 

have  received  more  fatisfaclion  in  contemplating 

this  great  monarch's  image,  drcffed  in  the  plain 

green  uniform,  J^nd  bj'afs -hilled  fworcl  and  hat. 


♦  Tavernier's  Travels,  Part  II.  p.  lo. 
f  B^cluneiller,  Eflai  i'ur  la  Bibl.  p.  254. 

which 
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iv'hich  arc  prefer ve'd  in  the  fame  room,  ancl  were 
yorn'fey  him  at  the  battle  of  Pultava ;  the' hat 
is  pierced  near  the  crown  t)y  a  muflcet  ball. 
''tliis  ajDtirtment  contains  klfo  the  tro%\drer.s,  worft- 
ed  ftockirtgs;  ihoe's,  and '  ca^^  'which  he  wore  at 
"Sardam,  when  he  worked  as  a  fliipwnght  in  the 
cha'rafter  of  Mailer  Peteiv  • 

The  Academy  'of  Sc  retices'  have'  paid  the  gre  at- 
cft-'  refped  to  the  merhoiy  of  their  illuftnoiis 
foiirider,  by  preferring  in  their  niufeum  the  horfe 
-which'lie  rode  at ^ the  battle  of  Pultava,  twc)  fa- 
rbiiritle 'dogs,  hife'  turnirig-'lathe  aiid  toois,  feve- 
ral  'fpecimens  of  his  wotkihahiliip ';'  an  iroli  bar, 
wRhthe  following  infcription  :  '^  1721,  Thurf- 
dkSVFeb.  21,  His  Majefty  Peter 'L  beiiig  at 
Olonetz,  forged  this  bar  with  his  Own  hand.''""I 
iriiift  not  omit  three  goblets  of  lilver,  prefcntdd 
^6  the  fame  monarch  on  launching  three  fhips  or 
thb  line,  conftru6led  under  his  immeditit6' direc*^ 
ti6nl'  One  of  thefe  goblets,  coiitaining'fes  me- 
idfdls'df  the  French  kings,  was  the  gift  of  the 
enipi^efs  Catharine,  who  equally  availed  heifelf 
of  herhufband's  virtues  and  foibles  to  win  his  af- 
fc6ii6ns.  Another  article,  which  '^hgaged  my 
attention,  was  the  model  of  a  veflel  of  icoguns, 
given  by  William  III.  to  Peter  during  his  refi- 
dence  in  England.  The  emperor,  who  had  re- 
ceived many  marks  of  the  king's  friendfliip, 
prefented'  him  at  parting  M^th  a  diamond  of 

great 
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great  value,  wrapped  in  a  piece  of  commoii 
brown  paper;  an  emblem  of  himfclf  and  bis  na- 
tion, wliofe  virtues  and  abilities  were  yet  under 
a  coarfe  cover. 

This  account  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
iliould  not  be  clofed  without  mentioning  tlie 
Celeflral  Sphere,  or  Globe  of  Gottorp,  placed 
in  a  detached  building*,  toprefervc  it  from  fire. 
It  is  a  large  hollow  fphere,  eleven  feet  in  diame- 
ter, containing  a  table,  and  feats  for  twelve  per- 
fons.  The  infide  reprefents  the  vird)le  furface 
of  the  heavens  :  the  ftars  are  diftinguiihcd,  ac- 
cording to  their  refpe6live  magnitudes,  by  gild- 
ed nails.  It  is  fet  to  the  meridian  of  Peterf- 
burgh ;  and,  being  turned  by  a  curious  piece  of 
mechanifm,  exhibits  the  true  pofition  of  the 
heavens.  The  outfide  reprefents  the  terreftiial 
fflobe.  This  machine  is  called  tlie  Globe  of 
Gottorp,  from  the  original  of  that  name,  which, 
at  the  expence  of  Frederic  III.  duke  of  Hol- 
ftein,  wa.'i  erected  at  Gottorp  by  Andrew  Bufli, 
under  the  dire6lion  of  Adam  Olearius  *.  It  was 
planned  after  a  defign  found  among  tlie  papers 
of  the  celebrated  Tycho  Brahe,  and  prcfentcd 
by  Frederic  IV.  king  of  Denmark  to  Peter  the 
6reat,  who  fliw  it  in  1713,  and  exprelTcd  much 

•  Bufching  Erdbefehriebung,  article  Gottorp.      Afta  Pet.  for 
1777,  Part  II.  p.  7. 

fatisfactioii 
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fatisfa6lion  at  its  curious  ftru^lure  and  mcchaniffrt. 

The  carriage  of  fo  cumbfous  a  machine  frottt 

Gottorp  to  Peterfburgh  Avas  attended  with  great 

expence  and  labour.     It  was  conveyed  over  the 

inow  upon  rollers   and  fledges  to   Riga,    and 

from  thence  was  fent  by  fea  to  the  ritw  metro* 

|)olis  *.     This  fphere  was  afterwards  erefted  "irt 

the  building  of  the  Academy  of  Sciehces,  and 

burnt  in  1 747.     From  the  iron  plates  or  {keletott> 

the  prefent  globe  "was  conftru6ledj  with  con-^ 

fiderable   additions,    and    placed,   in    17 51^    iii 

its  prefent  pofition.     It  is  of  the  fame  die  a3 

the  original ;  and  is  far  preferable,  bccaufe  all 

the  modern  difcoveries  in  geography  and  aftro-" 

ftomy  have   been  added.     The  meridian  and 

horizon  were  formed  by  Scott,  an  Englifli  me-» 

ehanic  'f. 

The' 

*  Motraje's  Travels. 

•f  Travellers  are  too  apt,  in  defcriblng  foreign  tottntrles,  to 
overlook  their  own,  and  to  reprefent  many  objefts  as  extraordinary 
and  peculiar,  ^hich  may  fometimes  be  found  in  greater  perfeftiori 
at  homtf.  To  avoid  tlie  imputation  of  this  partial  proceeding,  I 
fhall  h6re  add,  that  this  aftronomical  machine  is  far  inferior  in 
fize  to  one  erefted  at  Pembroke  College,  in  the  Univerfity  of  Cam-* 
bridge,  by  the  late  Dr.  Long,  mafter  of  that  fociety,  which  is  thu? 
defcribed  by  the  Dodlor  himfelf : 

"  I  have,  in  a  room  lately  built  in  Pembroke-Hall,  erefted^ 
fphere  of  i8  feet  diameter,  wherein  abt»ve  30  perfons  rhay  fit  con- 
veniently; the  entrance  into  it  is  over  the  fouth  pole,  by  fix  fteps  i 
the  frame  of  the  fphere  eohfifts  of  a  number  of  iron  meridiaJns,  not 
complete  femicircles,  the  northern  ends  of  which  are  fcrewed  to  a 
large  round  plate  of  brafs,  with  an  hole  in  the  centre  ef  it ;  through 
this  hole,  from  a  beam  in  the  cieling,-  cornea  the  north  pole,  a  rouncJ 


The  Academy  of  Art»  Wa^  cftabliflied  by  E!i- 
iabeth,  at  the  fuggeftR>»  of  count  Shuvalof,  aiid 
annexed  to-  the  Academy  of  Sciences  :  the  fund 
Wa?  ^.4,000  per  anmim,  and  the  foundatpon 
for  40  fcholars.  Catharine  formed  it  into  a  fe- 
|)arate  infti'tutioii,  enlarged  the  annual  revenue  t(> 
j^.i2,ooof,  and  augmented  the  nrumber  of  fcholars 
to  300 :  ftie  alfo  conftnictcd,  for  the  ufe  ancf 
accommodation  of  the  members,  a  large  circu- 
lar building,  ^vhich.  fronts'  the  Neva.     The  fcho- 

ih)n  rod,  about  three  inches  long,  and  fupports  the  upper  parts  of 
the  fphere  to  its  proper  elevation  for  the  latitude  of  Cambridge  j 
the  lower  part  of  the  fphere,  fo  miich  of  it  as  is'invifible  in  Eng- 
land, is  cut  off;  and  the  lower  or  fouthern  ends  of  the  meridians, 
or  truncated  femJcircles,  terminate  on,  and  are  fcrewed  down  to,-  a 
itrong  circle  of  oak,  of  about  thirteen  feet  diameter,  which,  when 
the  fphere  is  put  into  motion,  runs  upon  large  rollers  of  lignum- 
Titae,  in  the  manner  that  the  tops- of  fome  wind-mills  are  made  to 
turn  round.  Upon  the  iron  mtridians  is  fixed  a  xodiac  of  tin 
painted  blue,  whereon  the  ecliptic  and  heliocentric  orbits  of  the 
planets  are  drawn,  and'  the  coivftellations  and  ftars  traced :  the 
great  and  little  Bear  and  Draco  are  already  painted  in  their  places 
iround  the  north  pole;  the  reft  of  the  conftellations  are  propofed  to 
follow :  the  whole  is  turned  round  with  a  fmali  wihch,  with  as 
lirtle  labour  as  it  takes  to  wind  up  a  jack,  though  the  weight  of 
the  iron,  tin,  and  wooden  circle,  iS  about  a  thoufand  puunds. 
When  it  is  made  u(e  of,  a  planetarium  will  be  placed  in  the  middle 
thereof.  The  whole,  with  the  floor,  is  well  fupported  by  a  frame 
of  brge  timber." 

Since  the  above  was  written,  the  fphere  has  been  completely 
finiftied  i  and  all  the  conftellations  and  ftars  of  the  northern  Ive- 
liiifphere,  vifible  at  Cambridge,  are  painted  in  their  proper  places 
»pon  plates  of  iron  joined-  together,-  which  form  one  concave 
iurfi«cc4 

lars 


192  TRAVELS     IN     RUSSIA.  B.  ii 

lars  are  admitted , at.  the  age  of  fix,  continue  tin- 
til  they  have  attained  that  of  eighteen  •  and  are 
inftructed  in  reading,  writings  arithmetic,  the 
French  and  German  languages,  and  drawing. 
At  the  age  of  .fourteen  they,  are  at.  liberty  to 
chufe  any  of  the  following  ai:ts, ;  divided  •  int,o 
four  clafles.  ,  l.  Paintings  in  all  its  branches  of 
hiftor}^  portraits,  battles,  and  landfcapes ;  archi- 
tecture; Mofaic;  enamelling;  &c.  2.  Engraving 
on  copper-plates,  feal-cutting,  &c.  3.  Carving 
in  wood,  ivory,  and  amber,  4.  Watch-making, 
turning,  inftrument-making,  cafting  ftataes  in 
bronze  and  other  metals,  imitating  gems  and 
medals  in  coinpofitions,  gilding,  and  varnifliing. 

Prizes  are  annually  diftributed  to  thofe  who 
excel  in  any  particular  art ;  and  from  thofe  who 
have  obtained  four  prizes,  twelve  are  felcifted, 
"who  are  fent  abroad  at  the  charge  of  theemprefs. 
A  certain  fum  is  paid  to  defray  their  travelling 
expences  ;  and  when  they  are  fettled  in  any  town, 
they  receive  an  annual  falary  of  ^^.60,  which  is 
continued  during  four  years.  There  is  a  fmall 
aflbrtment  of  paintings  for  the  ufe  of  the  fcho- 
lars;  and  thofe  who  have  made  great  progrefs 
are  permitted  to  copy  the  pichires  in  the  imperial 
collection.  There  are  alfo  models  in  plaifter  of 
the  beft  antique  ftatues  in  Italy,  all  executed  at 
Rome,  of  the  fame  {ize  with  the  originals,  which 
the  artifts  of  the  Academy  were  employed  to 

call 
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cad  in  bronze.  We  obferved  feveral  finiflied 
pieces  of  drawing-,  painting,  and  fculpture,  which 
had  much  merit,  and  feenied  to  predict  the  fu* 
ture  improvement  of  the  arts  in  Rufiia. 

Though  this  inftitution  is  admirably  calculate 
ed  for  promoting  the  Uberal  arts,  and  deferves 
the  highell  encomiums,  we  muft  not  be  furprif- 
ed  on  confidering  the  fmall  effecls  which  have 
hitherto  flowed  from  this  endowment.  The  fcho- 
lars,  for  the  moft  part,  make  a  confiderable  pro- 
grefs  during  their  continuance  in  the  academy, 
and  many  improve  themfelves  abroad.  It  is 
remarkable,  however,  that  the  perfons  of  the 
greateft  merit  often  fettle  in  other  countries ;  or, 
if  they  return,  foon  fmk  into  an  indolence,  which 
appears  almoft  national.  The  caufe  of  this  fai- 
lure feems  to  proceed  from  the  little  encourage- 
ment which  they  receive  from  the  nation  in  ge- 
neral. The  fovereign  may  rear  artifts,  like  fo- 
reign plants  in  a  hot  bed,  at  a  prodigious  ex- 
pence,  and  by  conflant  cultivation;  but  unlefs 
the  fame  care  is  continued  when  they  are  brought 
to  maturity,  they  will  ficken  by  negled;.  Arid 
it  is  impollible  even  for  a  monarch,  however  in» 
clined  to  proted  merit,  or  for  a  few  of  the  nobis- 
lity  who  follow  fuch  an  illuftrious  example,  to 
diffufe  a  love  for  the  works  of  art  among  a  peo* 
pie  Avho  muft  firft  imbibe  a  degree  of  tafte, 
which  can  only  be  acquired  by  experience  :  and 
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if  thofc  Vho  excel  arc  not  diftinguinied,  they 
cannot  feci  that  noble  fpirit  of  emulation  which 
excites  to  excellence.  As  the  nation,  liowevei', 
is  gradually  drawing  tOMiirds  a  higher  ftate  of 
civilization  and  refinement ;  tliefe  infiitutions 
niuft  be  productive  of  more  extenfive  and  per- 
manent effects. 

The  Free  Oeconomical  Society,  or  the  Socie- 
ty for  the  Promotion  of  Agriculture,  at  Peterf- 
burgh,  owes  its  origin  to  the  following  occafion  : 
The  emprefs  one  day  at  table  expreiling  herfelf 
with  warmth  on  the  advantages  that  would  re- 
fult  from  fuch  a  fociety,  firft  fuggefted  the  idea 
to  prince  Orlof,  who  happened  to  be  prefent.  In 
conformity  to  the  wiilies  of  his  imperial  miftrels, 
he  and  fourteen  otlicr  peifons,  men  of  rank 
and  learning,  alTcmljled  in  June  1765,  drew  up 
rules,  formtd  themfeh  cs  into  a  regular  fociety, 
and  laid  the  plan  before  the  emprefs,  wlio  fig*^ 
nificd  her  approbation  by  an  anfwer,  written  with 
her  OAvii  hand. 

**  The  defign  which  ycu  have  juft  formed  for 
the  improvement  of  agriculture  and  hulbandry,  is 
^lip.hly  agreeable  to  lis ;  and  your  labours  will 
be  ree^vided  as  effeClual  proofs  of  a  true  zeal  and 
lo\  e  for  \"our  country.  We  confider  the  plan 
tind  the  regulations,  by  which  you  have  bound 
yourlVlves,  as  deierving  our  approbation,  and  we 
gracioully  allow  you  to  be  called  The  Free  Ocr 

conomical 


C.  6.  AGRICULTURAL    SOCIETY.  1^6 

conomical  Society.  You  may  reft  airured,  that 
we  take  your  fociety  under. our  protecticn  :  ^vc 
not  only  confenttliat  you  ufe  our  fcal  and  impe- 
rial coat  of  arms ;  but,  as  a  particular  mark  of 
our  good  will  towards  you;  we  permit  you  to 
bear  our  device  in  the  centre  of  our  imperial 
arms;  namely,  a  hive,  to  which  bees  are  bring- 
ing honey,  with  the  motto  '  Profitably.'  •'■> 
"We  gratify,  moreover,  your  fociety  with 
6,000  roubles,  towards  the  purchafe  of  a  conve- 
nient houfe,  as  well  for  your  meeting,  as  for  the 
purpofe  of  holding  a  library  on  fubje^ts  of  agri- 
culture. Your  labours  will,  under  the  protedion 
of  Divine  Providence,  be  highly  advantageous 
to  you  and  your  poiterity  ;  and  we  will  not  fail, 
in  proportion  as  your  zeal  difplays  itlclf,  to  iij- 
creafe  our  good-will. 

"  October  31,  1766.  Catharine.* 

The  fociety  confifts  of  a  prefident,  who  is 
changed  every  four  months,  and  of  an  indefinite 
number  of  members.  The  candidate  for  admif- 
lion  muft  be  propofed  by  three  members,  and  is 
rejected  or  admitted  by  the  majority  of  the  per- 
fons  prefent.  The  fociety  is  chiefly  fupported 
by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  its  members, 
whofe  number,  in  178I,  amounted  to  179.  The 
afl'embly  meets  regularly  once  a  week,  when  the 
papers  on  agriculture  and  fimilar  fubje^s  are 
jread.  Thofc  which  are  thought  worthy  of  pub- 
o  2  lie  at  ion 
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lication  are  printed  at  the  expence  of  the  em- 
prefs,  for  the  profit  of  the  fociety.  The  work 
js  fold  at  a  low  price ;  and  twelve  copies  are 
forwarded  gratis  to  the  governors  of  each  pro- 
vince, to  be  diftributed  in  the  feveral  govern- 
ments. The  Tranfa^tions  are  either  Mritten  or 
tranflated  into  the  Ruffian  language,  and  print- 
ed in  octavo. 

The  fociety  gives  annual  prizes,  confifting  of 
gold  and  filver  medals,  or  money,  fometimes  to 
the  amount  of  ;{.140,  for  the  beft  folutions  of 
certain  queftions  relative  to  agriculture,  and 
for  improvments  in  huibandry.  The  emprefs,  in 
the  true  fpirit  of  this  inftitution,  fends  fevTral 
young  men  into  England,  to  ftudy  pra6lical 
agriculture.  They  are  chiefly  recommended  to 
Arthur  Young,  Ef(j.  who  has  diftinguiflied  him- 
felf  bymany  excellent  works  on  various  branches 
of  hufbandry  ;  and  who  v.  as  elected  in  the  raoft 
honourable  manner  a  member  of  this  fociety. 

In  Peterfburgh  are  two  feminaries  for  the 
education  of  the  nobility  ;  the  Corps  de  Cadets 
for  males,  and  the  Lc  Couvent  dcs  Demoiftlles 
Nobles,  for  females. 

The  houfe  appropriated  for  the  feminary  of 
the  cadets,  was  formerly  a  palace  belonging  to 
prince  Mcntchikof,  fituated  in  the  Vaffili  Oftrof, 
and  contains,  including  the  cadets,  at  leaft  ^OOQ 
perfoiis.     This  iaititution  owes  its  origin  to  the 
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emprefs  Anne,  by  the  advice  of  marflial  Alunic , 
but  has  been  fo  much  improvetl,  and  the  fund  fo 
confidcrably  enlarged,  by  Catharine  11.  that  her 
majefty  may  almoft  be  called  its  foundreis.  The 
annual  income  is;r.30,ooo,  for  the  reception  of 
600  boys. 

In  November  1778,  there  were  480  nobles, 
and  64  gymnafiafts,  or  children  of  inferior  ranks, 
who  are  defigned  to  be  tutors  to  noblemen's 
children,  and  are  inftru6led  in  claflical  literature. 
The  nobles  are  chiefly  intended  for  the  army, 
and  are  drelfed  in  uniforms ;  a  few  excepted,  who 
follow  a  civil  line.  The  children  are  admitted 
at  the  age  of  fix,  and  remain  fifteen  years  :  they 
are  divided  into  five  claifes,  and  learn  French, 
German,  arithmetic,  fortification,  ta6tics,  hiftory, 
geography.  They  alfo  receive  leflbns  in  danc- 
ing, fencing,  and  riding,  and  fome  in  drawing 
and  mufic.  The  bo}^  whofe  genius  prompts  them 
to  fuch  fl:udies,  are  provided  with  mafters  in  the 
Latin,  Englifh,  and  Tartar  tongues.  The  cadets 
are  divided  into  companies ;  and  regularly  train- 
ed to  military  excrcifes.  During  fix  weeks  in 
fummer  they  form  an  encampment  near  the  town, 
are  reviewed,  and  perform  all  the  manoeuvres  of 
war.  Prizes  of  books,  gold  and  filver  medals, 
ribbands,  and  fiars,  are  annually  difi:ribated 
among  thofe  who  excel,  as  well  in  their  refpec- 
ti^e  ftudies  and  employments,  as  in  their  exer- 
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cifes.  Of  thofe  whofe  merit  has  entitled  them  to 
fix  prizes,  three  are  annually  felected  to  travel, 
with  an  allowance  to  e^ch  of  ;^.  120  per  annum. 

The  boys  are  brought  up  in  the  hardieft  man- 
ner ;  they  arc  not,  even  in  winter,  clad  in  furs, 
nor  always  indulged  in  the  ufe  of  ftoves.  They 
are  habituated  to  all  kinds  of  exercife,  and  par- 
ticularly to  running  and  leaping.  I  fawfome 
of  the  largeft  cadets  engas^'ed  in  thefe  manly  di^ 
verfions.  At  the  further  end  of  a  large  hall 
ftood  a  leathern  hoife,  the  higheft  part  of  which 
was  atleaft  fix  feet.  They  leaped  over  it  in  every 
dire61ion,  fprung  over  the  heatlj  vaulted  into  the 
feat,  turned  themfelves  round  on  it,  poifed  th^m- 
felves  on  their  hands,  with  their  head  on  the  fad- 
die  and  their  feet  in  the  air,  and  th en  thrcM^  them- 
felves from  that  pofture  upon  the  floor  on  their 
legs;  with  otlier  feats,  which  they  performed 
with  as  much  eafe  and  agility  as  the  mod  ex- 
pert tumblers.  Thefe  exercifes  are  of  great  ufe 
in  ftretching  their  limbs,  opening  their  chefts, 
and  rendering  themi  robuft  and  active.  In  evexy 
department  great  attention  is  paid  to  cleanlinefs, 
and  the  boys  are  remarkably  healthy.  Once 
or  twice  in  winter,  the  cadets  are  permitted 
to  give  a  mafquerade  and  ball  to  the  principal 
Tiobility,  on  which  occafion,  fome  of  the  young 
ladies  from  the  female  feininarv  are  generally 
invited  as  partners  for  the  upper  boys.     Oneaof 
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thefe  entertainments,  at  Avhicli  we  M'cre  piefcnt, 
was  conducted  with  great  elegance  and  pro- 
priety. 

The   fern i nary  for  the  education  of  the  fe- 
male nohility,  ufually  called  Lc  Couxent  dcs  De- 
moi/elles  NobIe:i,  is  fituated  at  the  extremity  of 
the  fuhurhs  of  Alexander  Xcvfki.     The  edifice, 
which  is  a  large   (juadrangular    huilding,    was 
erected  by  Eliicaljctli  for  a  nunnery;  but  was 
converted  by  Catharine  to  its  prefent  ufe,  and 
endowed  with  a  falary  -  of  ;^.  16,000  per  annum. 
It  was  firft  opened  in  1 764,  for  the  reception  of 
children  :  tlie  foundation  is  for  200  nobles,  and 
240  bourgeoifes,  or  children  of  lower  rank.     To 
tliefe  tlic  emprefs  has  added  50  fupcrnumerary 
nobles,  called  pcnfioiiaires ;    and   Air.  Betfkoi, 
the  humane  director  of  all  thefe   ufeful  focie- 
ties  for  etlucation,  fupports   40  boiirgeoifes  at 
his  own  cxpence.     The  girls  arc  admitted  be- 
tween the  age  of  live  and  fix,  and  quit  the  femi- 
nary  about  eighteen.     Formerly  the  young  la- 
dies and  the  boiirgeoifes  m  ere  brought  up  in  the 
fame  manner,  without  the  leaft  attention  to  dif- 
ference of  rank  and  fortune;   but  this  plan    is 
wifely  amended,  and  they  now  receive  an  edu- 
cation more  adapted  to  their  refpedive  fituations- 
in  life. 

They  arc  both  divided  hito  four  clafles.     The 
firft  clafs  is  habited  in  white,  the  fecond  in  light 

04  broMH, 


goo  TRAVELS    iV    RUSSIA.  «.    5* 

brown,  the  third  in  green,  and  the  loweft  in  cho-» 
colate*  The  drcfs  of  the  boiirgeoifes  is  coarfer 
than  that  of  the  young  ladies :  the  firft  clafs  of 
vhom  wear  alfo  black  handkerchiefs  and  green 
aprons ;  while  the  bourgeoifes  are  clothed  entirely 
in  white.  They  all  learn  reading,  writing,  ac- 
counts, and  needle- work.  The  young  ladies  are 
feparately  inftrucled  in  hiftory  and  geographyj 
and  acquire,  befide  a  grammatical  knowledge  of 
their  native  tongue,  the  French,  German,  and 
Italian  languages,  and  receive  leffons  iii  danc- 
ing, mufic,  and  drawing,  according  to  the  bent 
of  their  genius.  Inftead  of  thefe  accomplifli- 
xnents,  the  bourgeoifes  are  em])loyed  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  houfehould  affairs;  they  prepare 
and  wafli  their  own  linen,  are  taught  to  make 
bread,  and  trained  to  the  art  of  cookerv.  One 
of  the  apariments  was  hung  with  the  defigns, 
paintings,  charts,  genealogical  tables,  and  other 
trophies  which  difplayed  the  ingenuity  of  the 
young  ladies.  Thofe  who  diftinguifli  themfelves, 
receive  annual  prefents,  confifting  chiefly  of 
ribbands,  which  are  worn  rn  bows  at  their  fides. 

On  the  day  in  which  we  vifited  this  noble 
foundation,  a  hundred  poor  women  dined  in  the 
hall,  and  were  attended  by  the  young  ladies, 
who  diftributed  to  each  perfon  a  fmall  filver 
coin,  and  a  few  yards  of  linen.  This  ceremony 
uraa  inftituted  to  inculcate  in  their  tender  minds 
^  an 
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an  attention  to  the  poor,  and  a  readinefs  to  re* 
lieve  diftrefs. 

The  quadrangiilaf  building  contains  an  ele* 
gant  theatre,  in  which  the  young  hidies  oc- 
cafionally  a<5l  plays.  We  were  prefent  at  a 
reprefentation,  and  were  greatly  entertained  with 
the  peiformance.  The  theatre  is  a  circular 
room,  neatly  painted  M'ith  trees  in  imitation 
of  a  landfcape,  and  feemed  capable  of  contain- 
ing 400  fpectators.  The  pieces  w  ere,  La  Ser* 
^ante  Maitreffc,  and  VOracle,  both  performed 
in  the  French  tongue;  the  firft  by  young  ladies 
of  fixteen  orfeventeen  years  of  age,  and  the  laft 
by  others  of  ten  or  twelve.  Both  parties  afted 
with  fpirit,  and  difplayed  great  propriety  in 
gefture  and  elocution.  I  was  greatly  aftonifhed 
at  the  purity  with  which  they  pronounced  the 
French  tongue.  The  reprefentation  was  con- 
cluded by  a  ballet,  and  various  dances,  adapted 
to  the  ages  and  ftrength  of  the  feveral  perform- 
ers. The  national  dance  was  introduced  ;  it  is 
executed  by  two  perfons,  who  continue  nearly 
on  the  fame  fpot,  but  ufe  a  variety  of  movements 
with  the  arms,  body,  and  head,  while  their  ilioul- 
ders  are  elevated  and  deprelfed  in  exact  mea- 
fare.  It  is  expreffive  of  a  courtlhip;  firft  lan- 
guifliing  looks,  coynefs,  refufal,  and  invitation  j 
at  length  the  two  dancers,  having  once  or  twice 
changed  places,  make  a  couple  of  circles  brifkly, 
and  conclude  with  an  embrace. 

.  The 
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The  play  was  followed  by  a  b^U  and  fupper, 
to  which  were  admitted  feveral  of  the  nobility 
and  foreign  gentlemen,  and  a  fevr  of  the  cadets. 
At  twelve  a  collation  was  ferved  on  feveral 
tables,  at  which  parties  promifcuoufly  ranged 
themfelves.  As  I  M^as  walking  about  the  room, 
one  6f  the  young  ladies  obferving  a  foreigner 
unprovided  with  a  feat,  quitted  the  table  where 
ihe  was  fitting,  and  politely  invited  me  to  make 
one  of  her  party,  an  invitation  I  immediately 
accepted.  I  withdrew,  with  the  reft  of  the 
company,  at  two  p'clock  in  the  morning,  highly 
delighted  with  the  eafe  and  innocent  vivacity 
of  my  fair  entertainers,  whofe  politenefs  and  af- 
fability befpoke  the  elegant  fpirit  of  the  infti-r 
tutiou. 
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CHAP. 


Anecdotes  of  Profeflbr  Pallas.^ — His  travels  and  norks. — Circum* 
ftancesofDr.  Samuel  Gmelin's  death. — Memoirs  of  Gulden- 
ftaedt. — His  travels  into  Georgia  and  Imcretia. — Reception  at 
the  courts  of  the  princes  Heraclius  and  Solomon. — Works  of 
Guldenftaedt. 


THE  *  eminent  naturalifl;  and  traveller,  Pe. 
ter  Simon  Pallas,  is  fon  of  Simon  Pallas,  a 
native  of  Johanniibiirgh  in  Priiflia,  who  \vas 
profeflbr  of  furgery  at  Berlin,  and  diltinguiflied 
himfelf  among  the  writers  of  phyfic,  by  a  Trea- 
tife  on  the  Operations  of  Surgery,  publilhed  in 
1763;  and  by  a  Supplement  on  the  Difeafes  of 
the  Bowels,  in  1770,  in  Mhich  year  he  died,  at 
the  age  of  76. 

Peter  Simon  Pallas  was  born  at  Berlin,  on  tjie 
22d  of  Scpten.ber  1741.  lie  received  the  early 
part  of  liis  education  from  private  tutors-^n  his 
father's  lioufe,  under  whom  he  made  an  aftoni/li- 
ing  progrcfs.     Among  the  preceptors,  to  whon; 


•  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Pallas  himfelf,  for  many  anecdotes  of 
his  early  life,  and  for  fome  part  of  the  remaining  account  of  the 
karned  profeffbr  to  my  ingenious  friend  Dr.  Pulteney,  well  known 
10  the  pubhcby  his  "  General  View  of  the  Writings  of  Linnasus." 

the 


204  t  R  A  V  E  L  S    I  ^    RUSSIA.  B»  3» 

the  great  naturalift  expreffes  his  particular  obli* 
gations,   muft    be    diftinguifhed  John   Martin 
Sheyling,  who  behaved  to  him  more  like  a  friend 
than  a  mafter.     Sheyling  being  not  an  inelegant 
writer,  and  particularly  attached  to  poetry,  Xh6 
young   fcholar  imbibed  from  his  mafter's  in* 
ftruftions  and  example  a  tafte  for  poetry,  and 
compofed  feveral  pieces  in  verfe,  which   have 
been  given  to  the  public.     To  the  fame  perfon 
he  was  likewife  indebted  to  a  very  early  attach- 
ment to  entomology.     Being  deftined  to  ftudy 
phyfic  fo  early  as  the  1 3th  year  of  his  age,  he 
attended  a  courfe  of  lectures  on  anatomy,  phyfi* 
ology,    botan}',   medicine,  and  furgery,    under 
profeffors    ]\Ieckel,  Sproegel,   Gleditch,   Rolof, 
and  his  father,  and  applied  himfelf  with  great 
afliduity   to  anatomical  dilleftions.     He  made 
fuch  rapid  advances  in  thefe  branches  of  fci- 
ence,  that,  in  the   beginning  of  1758,  he  was 
enabled    to  read  a  courfe  of    public    leftures 
on  anatomy,  which  every  fubje^,  who  praftifes 
phyfic  in  the  Pruffian  dominions,  is  obliged  to 
give,  as  a  proof  of  his  proficiency.     Yet,  al- 
though  thus    occupied   in  his  profeffional   la- 
bours,  his  indefatigable  genius  ftill  found  lei- 
fuie  to  purfue  the   ftudy  of  infe6ts,   and   other 
branches  of  zoology,  for  which  he  fecms  at  an 
early  period  to  have  conceived  a  predilection, 
and  in  which  he  eminently  excels. 

la 


C.  7.  PROFESSOR     PALLAS.  20ir 

In  the  autumn  M.  Pallas  rq^aired  to  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Halle,  where  he  attended  the  leftures 
of  the  celebrated  Segner  on  mathematics  and 
phyfics,  and  improved  his  knowledge  of  minera- 
logy in  the  environs  of  that  city. 

In  the  fpring  of  1759,  he  removed  to  Gottin- 
gen ;  and,  although  a  long  and  dangerous  illnefs 
prevented  him  from  profecuting  his  ftudies  with 
his  ufual  ardour;  yet  he  reaped  great  benefit 
from  the  inflru6tions  of  the  phyficians  Roederer 
and  Vogel,  and  improved  his  general  knowledge 
by  his  accefs  to  the  public  library. 

During  his  refidence  at  Gottingen,  he  made 
numerous  experiments  on  the  effect  of  poifons 
and  other  violent  remedies,  applied  himfelf  to 
the  difledion  of  apimals,  and  formed  repeated 
obfervations  on  the  worms  which  breed  in  t^e 
inteftines,  on  which  fubje6t  he  compofed  an  in- 
genious treatife,  under  the  title  of  De  infejiis. 
vvccntibiis  intra  viventia,  defcribing  with  fmgU' 
lar  accuracy  thofe  worms  which  are  found  in  the 
human  body. 

In  July  1760,  he  was  attracted  to  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Leyden  by  the  fame  of  the  celebrated 
phyficians  and  naturalifts  Albinus,  Gaubius,  and 
Mufchenbroek ;  and  by  them  he  was  noticed  as 
a  young  man  of  promifmg  genius  and  indefati- 
gable ardour.  His  talents  particularly  recom- 
mended him  to  the  favour  of  Gaubius,  the  prin- 
cipal 
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cipal  profcffor.  In  December  he  took  his  doc- 
tor's degree,  and  diftingaifhed  himfelf  by  an  in- 
augural diflertation,  in  which  he  defended,  by 
new^  experiments,  the  dilfcrtation  on  worms, 
compofed  at  Gottingen. 

During  his  refidenc^  at  JLeyden,  natural  hif-' 
lory  became  his  predominant  purfuit;  he  em- 
ployed all  the  time  which  he  cowld  fteal  from  his 
profeilTional  ftudies  in  vifiting  the  public  and  pri- 
vate cabinets  of  natural  hiftory,  with  which  Ley- 
xlen  abounded,  and  was  particularly  charmed 
with  the  coUec-tion  of  GronoviLis. 

Having  vifited  the  principal  cities  of  Holland, 
he  dire6ted  his- courfe  to  London,  where  he  ar- 
rived in  July  1761,  with  a  view  to  improve  his 
knowledo-e  of  medicine  and  furc-erv.  But  he 
was  now  fo  much  abforbed  in  his  pafTion  for  na- 
tural hiltory,  that'-i:ke  hegleded  every  other  pur- 
liiit,  and  devoted  himfelf  to  this  favourite  branch 
of.fcifnce.  He  feemed  to  have  no  other  occu^ 
piition  by  day  thain  to  examine  tlie  various  coK 
Icftions,  and  to  perufc  the  principal  books  which' 
he  could  procure  on  the  fubjcci;  of  natural  hif- 
tory; nay,  fo  «ager  was  he  in  tbefe  pmfaits,  that 
he  frequently  eni ployed  the  greater  .part  o£fthe 
n io lit,  and  oc cafionally  even  whole:  iiights i tQ^ 
gether,  whenever  he  met  with  any  new  publica-^. 
tion,  which  awakened  his  curioiity.  \\'ith>  ^ 
yiew  of  extending:  his  knowledge,  he  took  fevd 
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ral  journi^s  to  the  fea  coafts,  and  particularly  in 
Suilex ;  and  I  have  often  heard  him  lament  with 
rejxret,  tliat  the  fcantinefs  of  his  income  did  not 
permit  him  to  extend  his  refearches  to  the  prin- 
cipal parts  of  Great  Britain. 

Being  at  length  fumnloned  by  his  father  to 
Berlin,  he  quitted  London  with  regret  in  April 
1762,  and  repaired  to  Harwich  to  embark  im- 
mediately for  Holland  ;  but  being  fortunately 
detained  for  fcvcral  days  by  contrary  Mqnds,  ho 
examined  the  fca-coail,  and  collected  various 
marine  productions.  On  the  I3th  of  ]\Iay,  he 
ianded  in  Holland ;  and,  pafling  through  the 
Hague,  Leyden,  Amflerdam,  and  the  circle  of 
Wefiphalia,  arrived  at  Berlin  on  the  I2th  of 
June. 

-  To  commence  the  pra(5lice  of  his  profeiTion, 
his  father  fen t  him  to  Hanover  for  the  purpofe 
of  procuring  the  place  of  furgeon  in  the  allied 
army  ;  but  on  his  arrival  in  July,  the  peace  being 
nearly  concluded,  he  returned  to  Berlin.  He 
there  paiicd  a  year,  which  he  chiefly  em[)loyed  in 
preparing  materials  for  a  Fauna  Infcciorum  Mar^ 
chica ;  or  a  Dcfcription  of  the  Infe61s  in  the 
March  of  Brandenburgh ;  the  manufcript  of 
which  now  remains  unpubliflied  in  the  poflellioii 
of  profefTor  Sandfoit,  at  Leyden,  becaufe  the 
author  diffidently  efteemed  it  unworthy  of  pub- 
jicatign, 

Animated 
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Animated  byhispredileftion  for  natural  hiflory, 
he  extorted  his  father's  confent  to  fettle  in  Hol- 
land, and  arrived  in  September  at  the  Hague, 
where  he  obtained  a  fettlement  through  the  re- 
commendation of  Gaubius, 

His  reputation  as  a  man  of  fcience  being  ef- 
tablilhed,  he  was  elected  Fellow  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety of  London,  and  member  of  the  academy 
Des  Curieu.v  de  le  Kattwe  ;  to  both  of  which 
ibcieties  he  had  previoufly  fent  fome  interefting 
papers. 

His  intimacy  with  the  mofl  celebrated  natu- 
ralilis  in  Holland,  particularly  with  thofe  of  tli^ 
Hague,  who  had  jult  eftablilhed  a  literary  focie- 
ty  ;  the  free  accefs  which  he  had  to  the  mufeum 
of  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  other  curious  ca- 
binets ;  the  fyftematiQ  catalogues  of  thofe  col- 
lections which  he  drew  up,  feveral  of  which  he 
gave  to  the  public,  contributed  to  advance  his 
knowledge  of  natural  productions  in  the  various 
parts  of  the  globe ;  and  to  furnilh  him  fuch 
materials  as  gave  birth  to  thofe  accurate  compo- 
Utions  which  have  defervedly  diiHnguiflied  him 
as  the  firft  zoologift  of  Europe,  One  of  his  iirft 
vorks  in  this  branch  of  fcience,  Mhich  rendered 
him  eminently  confpicuous,  was  Elenchus  Zoo- 
'^hytGrum, 

The  attention  which  Pallas  beftowed  on  tliQ 
Zoophytes,  or  animal-plants,  in  the  inveftiga* 

tion 
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tion  of  the  worms  infefting  the  human  body, 
particularly  the  uncommon  nature  of  the  tcenia, 
or  tape- worm,  as  he  acknowledges,  feems  to 
have  led  him  into  this  line  of  natural  Icience. 
In  this  work,  which  is  printed  in  octavo,  after 
treating  on  the  nature  of  thefe  animals  in  a  gene- 
ral way,  and  giving  the  various  opinions  of  authors 
relating  to  the  place  they  ought  to  hold  in  the 
Syftem  of  Nature,  he  defcribcs,  from  his  own 
infpe^tion,  more  than  270  fpccies  of  thofe  worms 
apd  animalcules,  which  are  known  under  the 
generical  names  of  polypes,  corals,  madrepores, 
corallines,  fea-pens,  tcenia,  or  tape- worm,  fponges, 
fea-fansj  &c. 

The  free  accefs  Avhich  he  had  to  the  niufeuni 
of  the  prince  of  Orange,  and  other  curious  col- 
lections in  Holland,  enabled  him  to  enrich  his 
work  with  the  defcription  of  various  produc- 
tions, brought  from  both  Indies.  He  has  de- 
fcribed  each  fpecics  at  large,  and  given  it  a  new 
name,  chara6leriftic  of  its  real  diftinctjons ;  and 
(what  efpecially  increafes  the  value  of  his  work) 
he  has  extricated,  as  far  as  pofiiblc,  the  fyno- 
nyms  of  former  authors,  both  ancient  and  mo- 
dern ;  thus  rendering  his  book  highl}^  ufeful  to 
thofe  who  are  curious  in  this  branch  of  natural 
hiftory. 

In  a  dedication  to  his  Mlfcellanea  Zoologica, 
publilhed  in  the  fame  year,  tlie  author  lays  be- 

voL.   Ill  p  for* 
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fore  the  Prince  of  Orange  a  plan  for  a  voyage 
to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  to  the  other 
Dutch  fettlements  in  the  Eaft  Indies ;  and  which, 
impelled  by  an  ardour  of  fcientific  knowledge, 
he  offered  to  undertake  and  faperintend.  This 
plan,  calculated  to  improve  our  acquaintance 
with  tlie  natural  hiftory  of  thofe  regions,  was 
ftrongly  recommended  by  Gaubius,  and  ap- 
proved by  the  prince;  but  was  obftru61;ed  by  the 
author's  father,  who  recalled  him  to  Berlin. 

Pallas,  with  great  reluctance,  quitted  Hol- 
land in  November  1766;  and  on  his  return 
to  Berlin,  he  aiTanged  his  numerous  materials 
for  the  public.  But  he  had  fcarcely  begun 
to  publifli  his  Spicikgia  Zoologica,  before  he 
was  invited  by  the  cmprefs  Catharine  II.  to 
accept  the  profcflbrfliip  of  natural  hiftory  >n 
the  Imperial  Academy  of  Sciences.  Although 
in  this  inftance  his  father  and  relations  again 
withheld  their  confent ;  yet  the  author's  ardent 
zeal  for  his  favourite  fcience,  and  an  irrefifti- 
ble  defne  to  vifit  regions  fo  little  known,  and 
abounding  in  the  productions  of  nature,  induc- 
ed him  to  haften  his  departure  for  a  country, 
where  his  curiofity~was  likely  to  be  amply  gra- 
tified. He  accordingly  quitted  Berlin  in  June 
I7fj7,  and  arrived  at  Petcrfburgh  on  the  lOth  of 
Auguft. 

He  jnade  his  appearance  among  the  Ruf- 
i  fians 
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fians  at  a  critical  period.  The  emprefs  had  al- 
ready ordered  the  Academy  of  Sciences  to  fend 
aftronomers  into  various  parts  of  the  Ruffian 
empire,  to  obferve  the  tranfit  of  Venus  over 
the  fun's  difk,  in  1769.  Being  juft  returned 
from  a  voyage  down  the  Volga,  and  from  vi- 
fiting  the  interior  provinces  of  European  Ruf- 
fia,  the  enlightened  fovereign  had  perceived  the 
deficiency  of  the  topographical  accounts,  and 
anticipated  the  advantage  of  deputing  learned 
men  to  vifit  the  diftant  provinces  of  her  ex- 
ten  five  dominions,  with  a  view  to  enlarge  the 
bounds  of  fcience,  and  fpread  the  knowledge  of 
ufeful  arts  among  the  natives.  For  this  purpofe 
Catharine  had  direded  the  Academy  to  fend, 
in  company  with  the  aftronomers,  the  moft  able 
naturalifts  and  philofophers.  Pallas  ha\  ing  of- 
fered to  accompany  this  expedition,  was  charg- 
ed with  drawing  up  general  inftrudions  for  the 
naturalifts,  and  gratified  with  the  choice  of  his 
allociates.  To  him  was  fubmitted,  at  his  own 
requeft,  the  conduft  of  the  expedition  to  the  eaft 
of  the  Volga,  and  towards  the  extreme  parts  of 
Siberia ;  and  he  was  beft  calculated  for  that  ex- 
pedition, as  the  elder  Gmelin,  his  precurfor  in 
thofe  regions,  had  almoft  entirely  neglected  zoo- 
logy. Pallas  employed  the  winter  in  forming  a 
fyllematic  catalogue  of  the  animals  in  the  cabi- 
net of  the  Academy  ,*  in  putting  into  order  the 

p  2  celebrated 
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celebrated  coIle6tion  of  profeflbr  Brejm  of  Dant- 
zic,  lately  purcbafed  by  prince  Orlof ;  in  pre- 
paring for  tlie  prefs  fix  numbers  of  his  Spicilegia 
Zoologica,  which  were  p  inted  during  his  abfencc 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  JMartin,  and  in  form- 
ing the  neceffary  arrangements  for  his  expedi- 
tion. 

At  length,  in  June  1768,  he  quitted  Peterf-. 
burgh,  in  company  with  Meflrs.  Falk,  Lepekin, 
andGuldenftaedt,  ashisalTociates,  pafled through 
iVIofcow,  Vlodimir,  Kafimof,  JNIurom,  Arfamas, 
to  Cafan  ;  and  having  examined  great  part  of 
that  province,  wintered  at  Simbirilc.  From 
thence  he  departed  in  March ;  and  penetrated 
through  Samara,  and  Orenburgh,  as  far  as  Gu- 
rief ;  a  fmali  Ruffian  fortrefs,  fituated  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river  Yaic,  or  Ural.  There  he 
examined  the  confines  of  Calmuc  Tartary,  and 
the  neighbouring  iliores  of  the  Cafpian ;  and, 
returning  through  the  province  of  Orenburgh, 
paffed  the  fecond  winter  at  U^fa.  After  feveral 
expeditions  in  tlie  adjacent  regions,  he  left  Ufa 
on  the  l6th  of  May  1770,  prosecuted  his  route 
through  the  Uralian  mountains  to  Catharinen- 
burgh,  vifited  the  mines,  proceeded  to  Tchelia- 
binfk,  a  fmall  fortrefs  in  the  government  of 
Orenburgli,  and  in  December  made  an  excurfion 
as  far  as  Tobollk. 

The  next  year  lie  was  employed  in  traverfing 

the 
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the  Altai  Mountains,  and  tracing  the  courfe  of 
the  Irtifli  to  Omfk  and  Kolyvan  ;  where  having 
infpe6led  the  celebrated  filver-mincs,  he  proceed- 
ed to  Tomfk,  and  liniihed  that  year's  expedition 
at  Krafnojarfk,  a  town  upon  the  Yenisei.  In 
that  place,  fituated  only  in  the  5Gth  degree  of 
north  latitude,  the  cold  was  fo'  intcnfe,  that  the 
learned  profelTor  was  witnefs  to  the  natural  con- 
gelation of  quickfilver,  which  curious  phasno- 
menon  he  has  minutely  defcribed  *. 

From  Krafnojarfk  Pallas  departed  on  the  7th 
of  March  1772,  and  proceeded  by  Irkutik,  and 
acrofs  the  Lake  Baikal,  to  Udinfk,  Selenginlk, 
and  Kiakta,  which  is  the  principal  mart  of  trade 
between  RulTia  and  China.  Having  penetrated 
into  that  part  of  Dauria  which  is  fituated  in 
the  fouth-eaftern  region  of  Siberia,  he  journeyed 
between  the  rivers  Ingoda  and  Argoon,  at  no 
great  diftance  from  the  Amoor  ;  thence  tracing 
the  lines  which  feparate  the  Rullian  empire  from 
the  Mongol  hordes  dependent  on  China,  he  re- 
turned to  Selenginlk,  and  again  wintered  at 
Krafnojarfk.  In  the  fummer  of  1773,  he  vifited 
Tara,  Yaitik,  and  Aftracan  ;  and  concluded  that 
year's  route  at  Tzaritzin,  a  town  upon  the  Vol- 


•  See  Pallas  Reife,  P.  III.  p.  417 — 419;  and  a  tranflation  of  this 
remarkable  paffage,  in  V.  1.  p.  227  of  Chemical  Eflays,  by  Dr. 
Watfon,  bifliop  of  l«andafF. 
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ga ;  from  whence  he  continued  his  journey  in 
the  enfuing  fpring,  and  arrived  at  Peterihiirgh 
on  the  30th  of  July  1774,  after  an  ahfence  of 
fix  years. 

The  account  of  this  extenfive  and  interefting 
tour  was  pubhflied  in  three  parts  *,  containing 
S004  pages,  in  five  volumes  quarto,  which  has 
gTcatly  contributed  to  extend  his  fame  and  efta- 
bliih  his  character.  Pallas,  in  this  valuable 
work,  has  entered  into  a  geographical  and  topO' 
graphical  defcription  of  the  provinces,  towns, 
and  villages  which  he  vifited  in  his  tour,  accom^ 
panied  with  an  accurate  account  of  their  anti- 
quities, hiftory,  produftions,  and  commerce.  He 
has  difcriminated  many  of  the  tribes  who  wan- 
der over  the  various  diftri6ts,  and  near  the 
confines  of  Siberia ;  detailed,  with  peculiar  pre- 
cifion,  their  cuftoms,  manners,  and  languages ; 
and  rendered  his  travels  invaluable  to  the  natu- 
ralid,  from  many  important  difcoveries  in  the 
animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  kingdoms.  Thefe 
travels  are  written  in  the  German  language; 
but  the  author  has  added  to  each  part  an  appen* 
dix  in  the  Latin  tongue,  which  contains  near 
400  fcientific  defcriptions  of  feveral  quadrupeds, 
birds,   fiili,   infers,    and  plants.     He  has  alfo 

•  Reife  durcb  verfchiedenen  Prov'mzen  des  Kuffifchen  Reichs.  A 
French  tranfl^tion  of  this  interefting  work  has  alfo  been  publifli- 

greatly 
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greatly  contributed  to  increafe  the  utility  of  his 
performance  by  charts,  and  engravings  of  va- 
rious antiquities,  of  fcveral  Tartar  dreiTes  and 
idols,  and  of  many  animals  and  plants. 

Expeditions  of  this  kind  into  inhofpitable 
regions,  among  vagrant  and  almoft  bai16arous 
nations,  are  full  of  danger ;  as  was  fufficiently 
experienced  by  Muller,  and  Gmclin  the  ekler,  in 
the  reign  of  the  emprefs  Anne  ;  and  nothing  but 
the  mod  intenfe  ardour  for  fcicnce  can  ftimulate 
men  to  fuch  hazardous  undertakinsrs.  In  that 
expedition  De  I'lfle  and  Steller  pcrifhcd ;  and, 
as  if  thefe  fchemes  were  deftined  to  ill  fate,  Dr. 
S.  Gmelin,  after  having  loft  many  of  his  pa- 
pei"s  and  colle6tions,  funk  under  grief  and  dif- 
eafe,  and  expired  in  a  fmall  village  of  Mount 
Caucafus,  in  1774.  Falk  died  in  the  courfe  of 
the  journey,  and  profeflbr  Lowitz  was  wantonly 
mailkcred  by  the  inhuman  Pugatchef. 

Pallas  fortunately  returned,  but,  from  themanr 
ner  in  which  he  finiilies  his  travels,  not  without, 
enduring  many  liardlhips,  and  narrowly  efcapino- 
from  the  moft  imminent  dangers.  "  On  the 
30th  of  July  1  reached  Peterfhurgh,  with  an  en- 
feebled body  and  grey  hairs,  though  only  in  the 
threc-and-thirticth  year  of  my  age ;  but  yet 
much  firongcr  than  when  I  was  in  Siberia  ;  and 
full  of  grateful  acknowledgments  to  Providence, 

p  4  for 
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for   having  preferved  and  delivered  me  froni 
numberlefs  perils." 

Pallas,  know  n  to  the  generality  of  the  Englifli 
readers  only  as  a  great  naturalift,  deferves  a  con-r 
fiderable  place  among  thofe  writers  "vvho  have 
fucceeded  in  developing  the  complicated  hiftory 
of  the  roving  tribes  fcattered  over  thofe  extent 
five  regions  which  ftretch  from  the  heart  of  Si^ 
beria,  to  the  northern  limits  of  India.  In  a  rcr 
cent  publication,  intitled,  Colle6tions  upon  the 
Political,  Phyfical,  and  Civil  Hiftory  of  the 
Mongol  Tribes  *,  he  has  thrown  new  light  upon 
the  annals  of  a  people,  whofe  anceftors  conquer^ 
ed  Rulfia,  China,  Perfia,  and  Indoftan;  and, 
at  more  than  one  period,  eftablifhed,  perhaps, 
as  large  an  empire  as  ever  was  poifeffed  by  a 
fmgle  nation.  The  materials  for  this  publica- 
tion he  coUe^led,  partly  during  an  intercourfe 
with  the  Mongols,  Burats,  and  Calmucs,  and 
partly  from  the  communications  of  Muller  and 
Gmelin. 

Hitherto  moft  authors  who  have  written  upon 
thefe  Afiatic  hordes,  have  called  them  all  indifr 
criminately  by  the  name  of  Tartars ;  but  this  err 
roneous  appellation  is  redlified  by  Pallas,  who 
proves  unqueftionably  that  the  ^longol  tribes  are 

*  Samlun^en  Hifl.  t^achricbtm  ueber  MongoUfchen  f^olkercbaften, 

a  diftinft 
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a  diftinft  race  from  the  Tartars  ;  differing  from 
them  in  features,  language,  and  government,  and 
refembling  them  in  nothing  but  in  their  inch- 
nation  to  a  roving  Hfe.  This  primitive  nation 
of  Afia,  whofe  origin,  hiftory,  and  prefent  ftate 
form  the  fuhjeft  of  this  interefting  ^vork,  dates 
its  celebrity  from  their  founder  Zinghis  Khan. 
"When  his  vaft  dominions  fell  to  pieces  under  his 
fucceffors  in  the  l6th  century,  the  Mongol  and 
Tartar  hordes,  who  compofed  one  empire,  again 
feparated,  aud  have  fnice  continued  diftin6l  and 
independent.  The  Mongol  hordes  Pallas  di- 
vides into  three  principal  branches,  Mongols, 
Oerats  or  Calmucs,  and  Burats ;  which  he  de- 
fcribes  with  that  precifion  and  accuracy  which 
diftinguifli  all  his  writings. 

In  the  fame  year  in  which  the  profelfor  print- 
ed his  Elejichus  Zoophytonim,  he  alfo  publiilied 
a  teatife  under  the  title  of  Mifcellanea  Zoologi- 
ca  quibus  novce  imprimis  atque  ohfcurce  Anima' 
Hum  Species  defc  rib  tint  iir^  et  Obfervationibus 
Icojiibufque  illuftrantur.  This  work  was  incor- 
porated into  a  fubfequent  publication,  the  next 
year  on  his  return  to  Berlin,  intitlcd,  Spicilegici 
Zoologlca ;  which  has  been  continued  in  num- 
bers, or  fafciciiU,  at  uncertain  periods,  until 
1 780,  when  the  1 4th  was  delivered.  It  contains, 
befides  the  letter-prefs,  72  plates,  and  reflects  the 
higheft  credit  on  the  author,  as  a  moft  careful 

obferver 
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obferver  and  critic  in  zoology.  The  works  of 
BufFon  amply  teftify  the  labours  of  Pallas  in 
the  fupplementary  volumes,  and  Pennant  makes 
frequent  acknowledgments  of  his  obligations 
to  the  fame  fource,  particularly  for  his  Hiftory 
of  Quadrupeds  and  Ardic  Zoology. 

In  June  1777  the  learned  profelfor  read  be- 
fore the  Academy  of  Peterlburgh,  in  a  meeting 
at  which  the  king  of  Sweden  ^vas  prefent,  a  Dif- 
fertation  on  the  Formation  of  IMountains,  and 
the  Changes  Avhich  this  Globe  has  undergone, 
particularly  in  the  Ruffian  empire.  This  curi- 
ous treatife,  written  in  the  French  tongue,  was 
printed  at  St.  Peterfburgh:  and  a  tranflation  of 
it  is  given  by  Mr.  Tooke  in  his  Ruffia  lUuf- 
trata. 

In  1778  he  publiihed  Nov(E  Species  Quadru- 
pedem  e  Glirium  Ord'uie.  This  performance, 
printed  at  Erlang  in  quarto,  contains  27  plates, 
and  dcfcribes  numbers  of  the  rat  genus,  and  their 
anatomy.  In  178I  he  brought  out  Eniim era- 
iio  Plantarum  quce  in  Horto  Procopii  a  Demi- 
dof  Mofcud  vigent  (Pet.  octavo);  or.  Catalogue 
of  the  Plants  in  Mr.  Demidof's  Gardens  at  Mof- 
cow;  and  in  the  fame  year  he  gave  to  the  pub- 
lic two  volumes,  in  oftavo,  of  an  interefting 
work  in  the  German  tongue,  called,  Neue  Nor- 
difc/ie  Bey t rage,  &c.  or  New  Northern  Collec- 
tions on  vaiious  fubjects  of  Geography,  Natural 

Hiftory, 
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Hiftory,  and  Agriculture,  which  have  been  fol- 
lowed by  five  additional  volumes. 

In  1 782  he  put  forth  two  fofciculi,  or  num- 
bers, of  Icones  Infect  arum  prcefertim  RuJficB 
Siberi(e(j[ue peculiar? u?n,  &c.  quarto,  Eriang;  or. 
Figures  of  Infeds,  principally  of  thofe  which  are 
peculiar  to  Ruflia  and  Siberia,  accompanied  with 
defcriptions  and  illuftrations.  Thefe  two  num-^ 
bers,  treat  of  the  feci  rab(ei,  curculiojies,  tenebri- 
ones,  bupejires,  meloedes,  cerambyces,  with  fix 
plates,  containing  coloured  figures  of  180  infects 
of  thofe  genera. 

In  1784  he  publifhed  the  firft  number  of  a 
Flora  Rujfica  * ;  or  a  Defcription  of  the  Plants 
of  the  whole  Ruflian  empire;  a  fplendid  work, 
which  was  executed  at  the  emprefssexpenre,  and 
owes  its  origin  to  the  following  circumftfince: 
Her  majefty  inquiring  of  Pallas  the  Ruffian 
names  of  feveral  plants,  the  author  fent  fome 
dried  fpeciniens,  which  he  accompanied  with  a 
ihort  defcription  of  each  plant,  and  a  diflferta- 
tion  on  their  ufes.  Catharine,  pleafcd  vith  the 
method,  ordered  him  to  defcribe  in  the  fame 
manner  the  botany  of  the  whole  empire,  and  to 
fpare  no  expence  in  the  execution  of  the  M'ork. 
Thefecond  number  came  out  in  1/89. 

•  The  botanical  reader  is  referred  to  the  Gentleman's  Maga» 
zlne  for  Auguft  1785,  for  a  fcientific  account  of  the  Flora  RuHica; 
of  which  no  other  recommendation  need  be  given,  than  that  it  vraj 
Written  by  Dr.  Pultenej-. 
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The  revifal  of  a  curious,  though  lefs  intereft- 
ins:  publication,  which  Ihews  the  verfatility  of 
the  author's  talents,  unfortunately  contributed 
to  delay  the  completion  of  the  Flora  Ruf- 
iica  and  his  zoological  refearches;  this  work  is 
an  univerfal  vocabular^%  of  wliich  he  fuper- 
intended  the  impreffion,  and  which  the  emprefs 
of  Ruffia  coUefted  from  all  quarters  of  the 
globe. 

Excluiive  of  thefe  feparate  publications,  he 
has  printed  in  the  A(5is  of  the  Imperial  Academy 
of  Sciences,  various  zoological  and  botanical 
diifertation^  Avhich  prove  bis  accurate  know- 
ledge of  natural  hiftory. 

It  cannot  but  be  pleafmg  to  the  lovers  of 
fcicnce  to  be  informed,  that  Pallas  has  been 
difiinguiihed  with  a  mark  of  imperial  favour, 
being  appointed  member  of  the  board  of  mines, 
with  an  additional  falary  of  ;^.'200  per  annum, 
and  honoured  with  the  order  of  St.  Volodimir. 
The  emprefs  a.lfo  purchafed  his  ample  collection 
of  natural  hiftory,  in  a  manner  highly  flattering 
to  the  author,  and  honourable  to  herfelf  Being 
informed  that  he  was  defirous  to  difpofe  of  that 
collection,  her  majefr^'  fent  word,  that  her  coun- 
try fhould  not  be  deprived  of  fo  curious  a  ca- 
binet; that  flie  would  be  the  purchafer,  and  or- 
dered him  to  make  out  the  catalogue,  and  fix 
the  price.     He  accordingly  named  fifteen  thou- 

fand 
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fand  roubles*.  Having  examined  the  cata- 
logue, {he  added  with  her  own  hand,  "  Mr. 
Pallas  underftands  natural  hiftory  much  better 
than  figures;  he  ought  to  have  charged  co,ooo 
inftead  of  15,000  roubles  for  fo  many  valuable 
articles.  The  emprefs,  however,  takes  upon 
herfelf  to  correct  the  miftake,  and  hereby  order.s 
her  treafurer  to  pay  20,000  roubles.  At  the 
fame  time  Mr.  Pallas  fliall  not  be  deprived  of 
his  collection,  which  fliall  iiill  continue  to  be  in 
his  own  polVeffion  during  his  life,  as  he  fo  well 
underftands  how  to-render  it  moft  ufeful  to  man- 
kind." 

As  the  care  of  putting  into  order  and  pub- 
lifliing  the  papers  of  Gmelin  and  Guldenftaedt 
is  configned  to  Pallas,  I  Ihall  clofe  this  chapter 
with  a  Ihort  account  of  thofe  learned  profeflbrs. 

Dr.  Samuel  Gmelin,  profeflbr  at  Tubingen, 
and  afterwards  member  of  -the  Imperial  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences  at  Petcrfburgh,  commenced 
his  travels  in  June  17G8,  and  having  traverfed 
the  provinces  of  jMofcow,  Voronetz,  New  Ruf- 
fia,  Azof,  Cafan,  and  Aftracan,  vifited,  in  1770 
and  1771,  the  different  harbours  of  the  Cafpian, 
and  examined  thofe  parts  of  Perfia  which  bor- 
der upon  that  fea,   of  which  he  has  given  a  cir- 

•  Pallas  has  fettled  in  Crim  Tartan',  or  Taurida,  on  an  eftate 
granted  by  the  emprefs;  he  has  lately  publiflied  the  firft  volume  of 
a  defcription  of  that  countrj-. 

cumfiantial 
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cumftantial  account  in  the  three  volum.es  of  his 
travels  already  publifhed.  Animated  with  a 
zeal  for  extending  his  obfervations,  he  attempt- 
ed to  pafs  through  the  weflern  provinces  of 
Perfia,  which  are  in  a  perpetual  ftate  of  warfare, 
and  infefted  by  numerous  banditti. 

He  quitted,  in  April  1772,  Einzelle,  a  fmall 
trading  place  in  Ghilan,  on  the  fouthern  fliore  of 
the  Cafpian,  but,  on  account  of  many  difficult 
ties  and  dangers,  did  not,  until  the  fecond  of 
December  1773,  reach  Sallian,  a  town  fituated  at 
the  mouth  of  the  river  Koor.  From  thence  he 
proceeded  to  Baku  and  Kuba,  in  the  province  of 
Shirvan ;  where  he  met  with  a  friendly  reception 
from  Ali  Feth  Khan,  the  fovereign  of  that  dif- 
trid.  After  he  had  been  joined  by  twenty  Ura- 
lian  Coffacs,  and  when  he  was  only  four  days  jour- 
ney from  the  Ruffian  fortrefs  Kiflar,  he  and  his 
companions  were,  on  the  5th  of  February  1 7  74, 
arrelled  by  order  of  Ufm^i  Khan,  a  petty  Tartar 
prince,  through  whofe  territories  he  was  obliged 
to  pafs.  Ufmei  urged,  as  a  pretence  for  this 
arreft,  that  thirty  years  before  feveral  families 
had  efcapedfrom  his  dominions,  and  found  an. 
afylum  in  the  Ruffian  territories ;  adding,  that 
Gmelinfliould  not  be  reieafed  until  thefe  families 
were  reft ored.  1  he  profcffi)r  was  removed  from 
prifon  to  prifon,  till  wearied  out  with  continual 
perfecutimis,  he  expired  on  the  27th  of  July  at 

Achmet- 
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Achmet-Kent,  a  village  of  Mount  Caucafus. 
His  death  was  occafioned  partly  by  vexation  for 
the  lofs  of  feveral  papers  and  colledions,  and 
partly  by  diforders  contra6te(l  from  the  fatigues 
of  his  Ions:  journey.  Some  of  his  papers  were 
fcnt  to  Kiflar  during  his  imprifonment;  and  the 
others  were  refcued  from  the  hands  of  the  bar- 
barian who  detained  him  in  captivity  *. 

John  Anthony  Guldenftaedt  was  born  at 
Riga,  on  the  26th  of  April  1745,  received  the 
rudiments  of  his  education  in  that  town,  and  in 
1763  was  admitted  into  the  medical  college  of 
Berlin.  He  completed  his  fiudies  at  Franckfort 
upon  the  Oder,  and  in  1767  received  the  degree 
of  dodor  of  phyfic  in  that  univerfity.  On  ac- 
count of  his  knowledge  of  foreign  languages, 
and  progrefs  in  natural  hiftory,  he  was  con- 
fidered  as  a  fitperfon  to  engage  in  the  expedi- 
tions planned  by  tlie  Imperial  Academy.  Be- 
ing invited  to  Peterfburgh,  he  arrived  in  that 
city  in  1768,  was  created  adjunft  of  the  Aca- 
demy, and,  in  1770,  member  of  tliat  fociety,  and 
profeffor  of  natural  hiftory.  In  June  1768  he 
commenced  his  travels,  and  was  abfent  feven 
years.  :  From  iMofcow,  where  he  continued  till 
March  1769,  he  pafied  to  Voronetz,  Tzaritzin, 
iJiracan,  and  lullar,  a   fortrefs  on  the  weltern 

*  See  Bach.  RuflT.  Bibl.  for  1775,  p.  50. 

iJiore 


.  fi44  TRAVELS    IN    RUSSIA.  B.  S, 

iliore  of  the  Cafpian,  and  clofe  to  the  confines 
of  Peifia.  In  1770  he  examined  the  diftrifts 
watered  by  the  rivers  Terek,  Sunflia,  and  Alkfai, 
in  the  eaftern  extremity  of  Caucafus,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  the  enfuing  year  penetrated  into  Of- 
fetia,  in  the  higheft  part  of  the  fame  mountain, 
where  he  coUecled  vocabularies  of  the  lansfuaffe, 
made  inquiries  into  the  hiftory  of  the  people, 
and  difcovered  fome  traces  of  Chriftianity  among 
them.  Having  vifited  Cabarda,  and  the  nor- 
thern chain  of  the  Caucafus,  he  proceeded  to 
Georgia,  and  was  admitted  to  an  audience  of 
prince  Heraclius*,  who  was  encamped  about 
ten  miles  from  Tefflis. 

The 


•  Prince  HeraClius,  or,  as  he  was  called,  the  tzar  Iracli,  who 
made  fobold  a  ftand  againlt  the  Turks  in  the  laft  war  between  the 
Porte  and  Ruflia,  and  poflefled  all  Georgia,  Kaketi,  and  the  two 
fmall  diftrifts  of  Borlfhal  and  Kofak,  which  were  ceded  to  him  by- 
Nadir  Shah,  was  then  above  fixty  years  old,  of  a  middle  fize,  with  a 
long  countenance,  a  dark  complexion,  large  eyes,  and  a  fmall 
beard.  He  paflTed  his  youtll  at  the  court  and  in  the  army  of  the 
celebrated  Nadir  Shah,  where  he  contrafted  a  fondnefs  for  Perfiari 
cuftoms  and  manners,  which  he  introduced  into  his  kingdom.  He 
had  feven  fons  and  fix  daughters.  He  was  much  revered  and 
dreaded  by  the  Perfian  khans,  liis  neighbours,  and  ufually  chofen 
to  mediate  between  them  in  tlicir  difpates  with  each  other.  Whetv 
they  were  at  war,  he  fupported  one  of  the  parties  with  a  few  troops, 
■who  diifufed  a  fpirlt  and  courage  among  the  reft,  becaufe  the  Geor- 
gian foldiers  were  eftcemed  the  braveft  of  thofe  parts,  and  prince 
Heraclius  liimlclf  was  renowned  for  his  courage  and  military  fldir. 
"When  on   horfeback  he  always  had  a  pair  of  loaded  piftols  at  his 
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The  profeffor  accompanied  prince  Heracliuj 
in  a  campaign  along  the  banks  of  the  river  Koor, 
eo  miles  into  the  interior  part  Of  Georgia  ;  and 
returned  with  him  to  Teftlis.  All  the  houfes  of 
that  capital  are  of  ftone,  with  flat  roofs,  which 
ferve,  according  to  the  cultom  of  the  Eaft,  as 
walks  for  the  women.  The  buildings  arc  neat 
and  clean,  but  the  flreets  are  exceedingly  dirty 
and  narrow.  The  town  contains  one  Roman 
Catholic,  thirteen  Greek,  and  fev'cn  iVrmenian 
churches.  Having  palled  the  winter  at  Tefflis, 
and  in  examining  the  adjacent  country,  he  fol- 
lowed in  fpring  the  prince  to  the  province  of 
Kaketia,  and  explored  the  fouthern  diftrids  in- 
habited by  the  Turcoman  Tartars,  and  fubje6t  to 
Heraclius,  in  the  company  of  a  Georgian  mag- 
girdle,  and,  if  the  enemy  was  near,  a  muflcet  flung  over  his  fhoul- 
der.  In  all  engagements  he  was  the  foremoft  to  give  examples  of 
perfonal  bravery,  and  frequently  charged  the  enemy  at  the  head  of 
his  troops.  He  loved  pomp  and  expence ;  he  adopted  the  drefs 
of  Perfia,  and  regulated  his  court  after  the  manner  of  that  country. 
From  the  example  of  the  Ruflian  troops,  who  were  quartered  in 
Georgia  during  the  laft  Turkifh  war,  he  learnt  the  ufe  of  plates, 
knives  and  forks,  difhes,  and  houfehold  furniture,  &c.  Although 
his  revenues  were  fmall,  fcarcely  exceeding  ^.50,000  per  annum, 
yet  he  contrived  to  maintain  a  ftandlng  army  of  about  6,000  men. 
He  was  afterwards  in  clofe  alliance  with  Ruffia,  and  in  1784  one 
of  his  fons  was  colonel  of  a  ColFac  regiment.  In  1787  he  was 
compelled  to  renounce  his  coniiefVion  with  Ruflia,  and  to  acknow- 
ledge himfelf  tributary  to  the  Porte,  but  died  foon  afterwards. 
Georgia  has  been  recently  annexed  to  the  Ruflian  empire. 
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nate,  whom  he  had  cured  of  a  dangerous  dif- 
order.  In  July  he  went  to  Imeretia,  a  country 
which  hes  between  the  Cafpian  and  Black  Seas, 
and  is  bounded  on  the  eaft  by  Georgia,  on  the 
north  by  Ofietia,  on  the  weft  by  MingrcHa,  and 
on  the  fouth  by  the  Turki/h  dominions,  which 
was  under  the  dominion  of  the  prince  or  czar 
Solomon  *. 

"  In  the  almoft  unknown  dominions  of  tlii? 
prince,  who,  from  gratitude  to  Ruftia,  afforded 

•  Solomon,  having  upon  his  acce/Tion  forbidden  the  fcandaloas 
trafSc  praflifed  by  the  nobles  of  felling  their  peafants,  grestly 
offended  the  Turks,  who  gained  by  that  fpedes  of  commerce.  Be- 
ing by  their  intrigues  driven  from  his  throne,  and  compelled  to 
find  an  afylum  in  the  woods  and  mountains,  he  lived  like  a  wild 
man,  for  fixteen  years,  in  caverns  and  holes,  and  frequently  by  his 
pcrfonal  courage  efcaped  aflafiination,  until  he  was  was  reinftated 
in  his  dominions  by  the  Ruffians  in  the  late  war.  This  prince  wore 
ufually  a  coarfe  drefs  of  a  brown  colour,  with  a  muiket  on  his 
Ihoulderj  but  on  folemn  occaiions  put  on  a  robe  of  rich  gold  bro- 
cade, and  hung  round  his  nqck  a  filver  chain.  He  was  dillinguilh- 
ed  from  his  fubjefts  by  riding  upon  anafs,  perhaps  the  only  one  ii^ 
Imeretia,  and  by  wearing  boots.  He  had  no  regular  troops,  but 
collected  a  defultory  army  of  6,cco  men,  without  artillery.  Thefe 
troops  were  drawn  together  by  the  found  of  rhe  trumpet:  in  other 
refpedts  the  prince's  orders  were  ilTued  at  the  markets,  which  are 
held  every  Friday,  Qne  of  his  fervants  afcended  a  tree  near  the 
place  of  meeting,  and  proclaimed  the  edict  with  a  loud  voice.  His 
fubjeds  were  ol  the  Greek  religion.  Solomon  died  of  the  plague 
>n  1784,  and  was  fucceeded  by  his  nephew  David,  who  threw  him-, 
felf  under  the  proteftion  of  Ruflia.  During  my  continuance  at 
Peterlburgh  in  the  winter  of  1784,  his  embailadors  were  intro- 
duced to  the  emprefs,  and  in  the  eaftem  ll^le  of  homage,  threw 
themfelves  on  the  ground  at  her  feet, 

Guldcnftaedt 
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Giildcnftaedt  every  afKiftance  in  hi.'?  power,  the 
profelibr  penetrated  into  the  middle  chain  of 
Mount  Caucafus;  vifitcd  the  confines  of  Min- 
greha,  Middle  Georgia,  and  Eafterrt  and  Lower 
Inieretia,  and,  after  efcaping  mnny  imminent 
dangers  from  banditti,  fortunately  returned  to 
Kiflar  on  the  l8th  of  November,  where  he  pall- 
ed tlic  winter,  colleding  various  information 
concerning  the  neighbouring  Tartar  tribes  of 
the  Caucafus,  and  particularly  the  Lefgees.  In 
tlie  fummer  he  journeyed  to  Cabarda  ]\Iajor, 
continued  his  courfc  to  ■Mount  Beflitan,  the 
liigheft  point  of  the  firft  ridge  of  the  Caucafus, 
infpected  the  mines  of  Madlliar,  and  went  to 
Tcherkaflv  upon  the  Don.  From  thence  he 
made  expeditions  to  Azof  and  Taganroc,  and 
then  along  the  new  limits  to  the  Dnieper :  he 
finifiicd  this  year's  route  at  Krementiliuk,  in  the 
government  of  New  Ruflia.  In  the  enfuing 
fpring  he  was  proceeding  to  Crim  Tartary;  but 
receiving  an  order  of  recal,  returned  through 
the  Ukraine  to  Mofcow  and  Pcterfburgh,  where 
he  arrived  in  IMarch  17  75*. 

•  For  an  account  of  Guldenftaedt,  fee  Rufl*.  Bib.  vol.  I.  p.  49. 
102.  301.  548.  Vol.  II.  p.  221.  456.  Vol.  III.  p.  72.  421.  Hift, 
des  Decouvcrtes,  &:c.  Introd.  p.  27  and  Nachricht  von  den  Lebens- 
Umftanden  dcs  Herrn  Prof.  Guldenftaedt,  in  Journ.  St.  Pet.  for 
1781. 

Q  2  On 
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On  his  return  he  was  employed  in  arranging 
Jiis  papers;  but,  before  he  could  liniili  them  for 
the  preis,  was  feized  with  a  violent  fever,  wliich 
proved  mortal,  an<l  carried  him  to  the  grave  in 
the  month  of  March  nsi. 
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CHAP.    ?,. 


Introduftion  of  the  Sclavonian  alphabet  into  RufTi?.. — Rife  and  pro- 
grefs  of  Ruffian  literature. — Hiftorians. — Poets. — Digreffion  con* 
cerning  the  Ruffian  ftage. — Ruffian  tranflations. — Claffical  learn- 
ing. 


'THHE  invention  of  tlie  Sclavonian  charac- 
-*•  ters  i.s  generally  attributed  to  Conftantine, 
a  Greek  philofopher,  afterwaid.s  more  knoMH  by 
the  name  of  Cyril,  which  he  alTumed  when  he 
turned  monk.  About  the  middle  of  the  9th  cen- 
tury, Cyril  and  his  brother  Methodius  were  fent 
from  Conftantinople  by  Michael  III.  to  plant 
the  Golpel  among  the  Sclavonian  nations  inha- 
biting the  countries  bordering  upon  the  Danube, 
now  called  Hungary  and  Bulgaria,  and  thofc 
which  were  fettled  in  Bohemia  and  Moravia.  As 
thofe  barbarous  nations  knew  not  the  ufe  of 
letters,  Cyril  compoled  for  them  an  alphabet, 
and  tranllatcd  feveral  religious  books  into  their 
tongue.  The  greater  part  of  the  chara(5terS 
were  the  capitals  of  the  Greek  alphabet,  the 
fame  ufually  employed  in  writing;  to  which  he 
jidded  a  few  others,  in  order  to  exprefs  feveral 
founds  pecuhar  to  the  Sclavonian  language. 
Q  3  Molt 
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Moft  of  thofe  Sclavonian  nations,  who  received 
Chriftianity  from  the  Greeks,  and  have  retained 
the  Greek  religion,  ftill  make  ufe  of  thefe  cha- 
racters; while  the  other  people  of  that  tribe, 
who  were  either  firft  converted  by  the  Germans 
or  Italians,  or  Vv  ho  afterwards  adopted  the  Ro- 
man Cathohc  tenets,  employ  either  the  German 
orRoman  alphabet*. 

That  tribe  of  Sclavonians,  called^  Ruffians, 
when  they  ifTued  from  tlie  banks  of  the  Danube 
in  the  ninth  century,  and  laid  the  foundation  of 
this  empire,  either  brought  v  ith  them,  if  they 
knew  the  ufe  of  letters,  the  Cyrilian  alphabet; 
or  afterwards  adopted  it,  on  their  converfion  to 
Chriftianity,  when  the  Sclavonian  Bible,  tranf- 

*  Befide  the  Ruffians,  the  Sclavor.ians  dwelling  in  Dalmatia,  and 
in  the  ifiands  under  the  dc;niuion  of  Venice,  who  are  of  the  Greek 
religion,  ftill  ufe  the  Cyrilian  charafters.  The  fame  were  employ- 
ed by  all  the  nations  of  Hungarj-,  Sclavonia,  Croatia,  Dalmatiaj  and 
others  in  the  AuUrirai  territories;  but  as  the  Roman  Catholic  per-; 
fiiafion  has  gained  ground  amongft  tliem,  they  hz\c  lately  begun 
to  adopt  the  Roman  letters ;  while  the  Sclavonian  people  fubjeft 
to  the  Turks,  namelj-,  the  inhabitants  of  Albania,  Servia,  Bofnia; 
Bulgaria,  who  are  of  the  Greek  religion,  prefsrve  the  Cyrili::n  al- 
phabet. The  Bohemians,  who  foon  afcer  their  firft  converfion 
quitted  the  Greek  religion,  and  were  afterwards  turned  by  tlie 
Germans  to  the  Roman  Catholic  fsck,  ul'e  the  German  or  Gothic 
chara«!lers,  which  were  aUb  in  ufe  among  the  Poles,  equally  in- 
debted to  the  Germans  for  the  firft  introdufticn  of  Chriftianity 
amongft  them ;  but  the  Poles  have  lately,  in  mofc  of  their  publi- 
cations, adopted  the  Roman  alphabet.  See  ths  preface  to  the  Neue 
JjIaS'onilch  und  Deutche  Gni".r:utik,  prir^tcd  at  Vienna,  1774. 

lated 
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lated  by  Cyril,  was  introduced  among  them. 
Thefe  charaders  are  occafionally  written,  like 
the  oldeft  Greek  and  Roman  manufcripts,  of 
equal  fize,  at  equal  diftanccs,  without  connection 
or  ftops,  and  without  diftiniilion  of  words. 

The  earlied  Sclavonian  book  ever  pubhflied 
was  a   Ruffian  tranflation  of  the   Pentateuch, 
printed  in  the  Cyrilian  alphabet  at  Prague  in 
1519*:  the  fame  letters  were  introduced  into 
Ruflia  on  the  efiablifhment  of  the  firft  prefs  at 
Mofcow,  and  continued  in  ufe,  not  only  for  ec- 
clefiaftical  publications,   but  alfo  for  all  others, 
until  1 707,  when  fome  new  Ruffian  types,  con- 
fiding of  great  and  fmall  letters,  fnnilar  to  thofe 
.  which  are  now  employed,  were  caft  at  Amfter- 
dam  for  the  printing-houfe  at  Mofcowf.     Xiie 
language  in  which   the   church-fcrvice    is  ftill 
performed,  is  the  fame  which  was  fpoken  in  the 
ninth  century  by  the  Sclavonians  fettled  on  the 
banks   of  the   Danube,    in  the  countries  now 
called  Hungary  and  Bulgaria,  from  whom  the 
Ruffians  are  undoubtedly  defcended.    The  tranf- 
lation of  the  Bible  made  in  that  century  beino- 
ftill  in  general  ufe,  has  afccrtained  its  original, 
and  preferved  it  in  its  priftine  ftate;  and  it  i* 
remarkable  that    the  feveral  dialet:ls  of  Scla- 

•  Eflai  fur  la  Bibliotheque,  p.  gz. 

f  See  a  Speci.Tien  of  the  Ruffian  charafters,  i^  vol.  II.  book  3, 
cliap.  5. 

Q  4  vonian. 
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vonian,  fuch  as  Polifli,  Piuflian,  and  Bohemian, 
have  a  srreater  refemblance  to  this  mother- 
tongue  than  to  each  other  * . 

The  Cyriliaii  alphabet  employed  by  the  Ruf- 
^  fian  church  is  compofed  of  39  charafters,  Ibmc 
of  which  contained,  according  to  our  mode  of 
fpelling;  three  or  even  four  confonants ;  but,  as 
new  modified  in  1707,  for  common  ufe,  is  re- 
duced to  so  t  letters. 

The  Sclavonian,  in  its  different  dialects,  is 
known  throuQ-h  a  laro-er  extent  of  country,  and 
fpoken  by  a  greater  number  of  people,  than  per- 
haps any  other  language  in  the  world.  It  is  the, 
native  tongue  in  Bohemia,  ]Moravia,  Croatia, 
Carinthia,  Carniola,  Sclavonia,  Bofnia,  Servia, 
Albania,  Dalmatia,  different  parts  of  Hungary 
and  Bulgaria,  Poland,  and  Ruffia:  in  a  word,  a 
traveller  acquainted  with  that  language  would 
be  underftood  from  the  confines  of  Germany  to- 
the  Sea  of  Kamtchatka. 

The  Ruffian  dialect  of  the  Sclavonian,  which 
is  faid  to  be  extremely  rich  and  hann onions,  has 
not,  till  lately,  undergone  any  cultivation;  hav- 
ing been  chiefly  confined  to  affairs  of  govern- 
ment, ecclefiaftical  writings,  and  to  unconnected 
.  cluronicles  and  journals. 

•  Schloetzer  Prob.Ruf.  An.  p.  i8g. 

f  Ruflian  Diaionary,  1778.    In  Charpentiere's  Graminar  there 
are  32  charafters. 

■    6  Sonic 
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Some  authors,  in  confiderino^  the  fmall  ad- 
vances tnade  by  the  Ruflians  in  ^he  arts  and 
fciences,  when  compared  with  the  progrcfs  of 
the  more  enhghtened  nations  in  Europe,  have 
erroneoud.y  attributed  tb.is  deficiency  to  the  ef- 
fe6ts  of  climate,  or  to  an  innate  want  of  ge- 
nius. The  latter  affertion  fcarcely  deferves  a  fe- 
fious  refutation ;  for  all  intellectual  improve- 
ment muft  arife  from  culture,  and  the  greater 
or  lefs  degree  of  knowledge  muft  ultimately 
depend  upon  the  greater  or  lefs  degree  of  in- 
i!ru6lion.  Befides,  this  illiberal  rcfle6tion  is  fuf- 
ficiently  refuted  by  the  bare  mention  of  feveral 
illuftrious  Ruffians,  who,  amongft  many  others, 
mig^ht  be  feleded  on  this  occafion:  Philarctcs 
and  Nicon;  Sophia  Alexiefna;  prince  Vaffili 
Galitzin,  and  Peter  the  Great;  tlie  learned  The- 
ophanes;  the  poets  Lomonozof  and  Sumorokof; 
and  Eherefkof ;  and  the  prefent  hiftorian,  prince 
Sherebatof. 

With  refpe<5l  to  the  obje6lion,  that  the  genius 
of  this  nation  has  been  fettered  by  tlie  intenfc 
cold  of  the  climate,  it  may  be  remarked :  if  cli- 
mate has  an  invincible  effect  upon  mankind, 
where  lliall  we  draw  the  line  of  the  greateft  in- 
telledual  ability  ?  Shall  we  fuppofe  a  point,  in 
which  the  human  mind  is  at  its  greateft  perfec- 
tion, from  which,  in  proportion  as  it  recedes,  it 

oraduallv 
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gradually  degenerates?  Is  the  influence  of 
climate  uniform  or  cafual  ?  If  uniform,  why  is 
modem  Greece  no  longer  the  feat  of  arts  and 
learniiig?  Why  was  Iceland  once  the  chief  re- 
pofitory  of  northern  literature?  Why  are  the 
Swedes  more  enlightened  than  the  Ruffians? 
and  why  are  not  the  Ruffians  of  Aftracan  more 
civilized  than  thofe  of  Peterfburgh  and  Arch- 
angel? If  the  effects  of  climate  are  cafual, 
they  are  then  counterbalanced  by  otiier  circum-*; 
fiances;  and  it  ceafes  to  be  a  poutive  criterion 
of  diftin6tion. 

Many  impediments  arife  from  the  govern^ 
mentj  religion,  and  particularly  from  the  vaffal- 
age  of  the  peafants,  v/hich  tend  to  check  the 
diif  ufion  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  v>'ithout  the  ne- 
celVity  of  having  recouife  to  a  fuppofed  want  of 
fi-enius,  or  to  the  effeft  of  climate.  But  inftead 
of  combating  theoretical  reafonings,  which 
have  no  foundation  in  facl  or  experience,  I  Ihall 
liaften  to  trace  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  Ruffian 
literature,  and  take  a  curfory  view  of  its  prefcnt 
frate. 

W^hile  fome  authors  deny  the  fmalleft  portion 
of  literature  to  the  Ruffians,  and  even  hold  them 
incapable  of  any  confiderable  progrefs  in  fci- 
ence;  others,  on  the  contrary,  affert,  that  they 
began  to  be  enlightened  even  at  fo  early  a  pe- 
riod 
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riod  as  during  the  reigns  of  Oleg  and  Igor  *. 
The  arguments  in  favour  of  this  liypothefis^ 
prove  little  more  than  that  the  Ruffians  in  thofe 
times  were  not  unacquainted  with  the  art  of 
writing;  and  that  they  had  compofed,  or  could 
repeat,  a  few  ancient  fongs,  which  celebrated  the 
military  exploits  of  their  princes  and  leaders. 
But  undoubtedly  the  whole  nation  was  plunged 
in  the  grolleft  ignorance,  and  in  a  fituation  not 
fuperior  to  that  of  the  wandering  hordes  who 
now  inhabit  independent  Tartary.  It  is  faid 
of  Svatoflaf,  the  fon  of  Igorf,  "  On  his  march 
he  carried  with  him  no  baggage- waggon,  no 
kitchen  furniture ;  his  food  was  the  flelli  of 
horfes  and  other  animals,  juft  warmed  over  the 
fire;  he  had  no  tent;  his  houfings  ferved  for  a 


'RuRic, entered Ruffia about  862  5  died  379.      2.  Oleg,  probably 
I  the  nephew  of'Ru- 

!  ric,  great-duke   or 

resreiit  durinsj   the 


3.  Igor,  died  945  ;  married  Olga.  ipinority  of  Igor. 


4.  Svatoslaf,  died  973. 


Yaropolk,  died  980.         6.  Vladimir  the  Great,  reigned  qSoj 

died  1014. 


7.  Yaroslaf,  10 j 3. 
t  Journ.  St.  Pet. for  1781.  Parti,  p.  151. 
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bed,  and  his  faddle  for  a  pillow;  the  whole 
army  followed  his  example."  A  defcription 
which  charaderizes  the  chief  of  an  unlettered 
Scythian  tribe,  and  not  the  fovereign  of  a  peo- 
ple in  whom  the  fmalleft  traces  of  the  arts  were 
found.  And  although  perhaps  the  knowledge 
of  the  Sclavonian  alphabet  might  have  been 
brought  into  lluflia  by  a  few  chriftians,  who 
were  drawn  to  the  court  by  Olga,  the  wife  of 
Igor;  yet  the  firft  introdu6tion  of  literature  muft 
be  afcribed  to  Vladimir  the  Great,  on  his  con- 
verfion  to  Chriftianity  in  988;  who  inftituted 
fchools,  and  paffed  a  decree  *  to  regulate  the 
mode  of  inftru6iing  youth.  Under  the  au- 
fpices  of  his  fon  Yaroilaf,  who  afcended  the 
throne  in  1018,  many  learned  priefts  were  in- 
•vited  from  Conftantinople,  various  Greek  books 
tranflated  into  the  Ruffian  tongue,  and  hymns 
and  other  poetical  verfions  of  the  pfahns  fung 
in  the  churclies.  He  alfo  eftablilhed  a  feminary 
at  Novogorod  for  300  ftudents,  and  gave  to  that 
republic  the  firft  code  of  written  laws.  This 
dawn  of  letters  was  obfcurcd  by  fubfequent  ca- 
lamities, and  fucceeded  by  a  long  darknefs  of 
three  centuries,  during  which  the  nation  was 
fubje<5t  to  the  Tartar  yoke.     The  Chriftian  re- 

•  This  curious  decree  ftill  exifts  in  the  Ruffian  tongue,  and  if 
tranflated  into  French  by  BachmcUter,  in  hrs  Eflsi  fur  la  Bib. 
&c.  p.  g. 

ligion, 
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ligfioQ,  howem;,  tended  in  this,  as  wdl  as  in  mofi 
otim-  countries  of  EUux^^  to  yititnc  fixne  findl 
a£  iiteratme  in  the  fchsals  of  tiie  mo- 
Each  comTent  iortwiate} y  hectme  an 
a:^faim  for  the  pieiervation,  though  not  for  ike 
diffu6ou  of  knowledge:  and  in  this  period  of 
-hajbaiiim  and  ignorance,  manT  monks  woe  litf* 
tii^MiAedibr  their  enadHion. 

On  the  final  expni&m  of  the  Tartars  by  Iran 
Vaffiiievitcb  L  in  the  middle  of  the  I5th  ceo- 
tnry,  Ruffia  giaduafly  emeiged  from  this  fialE 
4^  darkneis^  and  ccmtinued  in3|)roTing  in  cirili- 
xatMsa  and  cuituie,  under  the  patronage  of  the 
-fiicccediDg  ibreieignt^  paiticniariT  Ivan  IL 
Boris  Godunof.  the  two  £r&  tzus  of  the  Jme  at 
Bcmano^  and  the  prince&  Sapisa.  Bmt  it  warn 
not  till  the  sra  of  Peter  the  Gseat  that  lettEO, 
which  had  been  chiefly  confined  lo  the  legnlar 
ckigy,  hegan  to  be  cultirated  bf  the  laity ;  a 
face  fign  that  the  nation  was  adTancii^  to  a 
move  gcnezai  iiate  of  imptovemcnt. 

A  leriew  of  the  lires  and  voiks  of  the  nufi. 
eminent  ikTitexs,  who  bare  contiifaiited  to  leSmc 
the  lai^uage;  and  di^fu^;  a  tafie  for  fcieoce,  wiH 
affifi  in  tracing  the  piogre&  of  lin^atmip  and  a^ 
ceitaining  its  piefent  fiate. 

In  this  inqimy  I  ihall  confine  myfelf  princi-. 
pally  to  Ui(tory  and  Poetrr. 

fiu&i  can  bo^t  th§e27tidt  hiiiorian  of  the 

XonL; 
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North;  for,  at  a  period  when.  Poland,  Swe- 
den, and  Denmark  were  unlettered  ;  when  even 
the  annalifts  of  Iceland  v/ere  inute;  a  monk  of 
the  convent  of  Petchcrflci  at  Kiof  was  compil- 
ing the  hiftory  of  Riilha. 

This  annalift,  whofe  fecular  name  is  not  known, 
ivas  born  in  1056,  at  Bielozero,  and  in  the  nine- 
teenth year  of  his  age  aifumcd  the  monaftic  habit, 
aiul  took  the  name  of  Neftor  *.  At  Kiof  he  made 
a  confiderable  proficiency  in  the  Greek  language, 
but  feems  to  have  formed  his  ftyle  and  manner 
rather  from  the  Byzantine  hiftorians,  Cedrenus, 
Zonaras,  and  Syncellus,  than  from  the  ancient 
ckfucs.  The  time  of  Neftor's  death  is  not  af- 
ccrtained;  but  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  attained 
an  advanced  age,  and  to  have  died  about  the 
year  iii5. 

His  great  work  is  his  Chronicle,  with  an  in- 
trodu6tion,  which  contains  a  fliort  iketch  of 
the  early  ftate  of  the  world,  taken  from  the  By- 
zantine writers,  a  geographical  defcription  of 
Huffia,  and  an  account  of  tlie  Sclavonian  na- 
tions. He  then  enters  upon  a  chronological 
feries  of  the  Rullian  annals,  from  the  year  858 
to  about    1113.     His  ftyle   is  fimplc  and   un- 

*  For  the  account  of  Neftor,  fee  principally  Muller,  S.  R.  G.  V. 
p.  6;  and  Schloetzer's  Probe  Ruflifclie  Annalen;  which  accurate 
and  intereftjng  work  I  have  chiefly  followed,  as  the  great  fource  of 
iiiforraation  relatiyeto  the  early  annalifts  of  Ruflla. 

adorned, 
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adorned,  fuch  as  fuits  a  mere  recorder  of  faOs; 
but  his  chronological  exa6tncfs,  though  it  ren- 
ders his  narrative  dry  and  tedious,  contributes  to 
afcertain  the  asra  and  authenticity  of  the  events 
which  he  relates*. 

•  A  competent  judge  thus  exprefles  hiinfelf  with  regard  to  this 
performance: 

"  Neftor's  chronicle  5s  unique  in  its  kind.  For  all  the  other  Scla- 
vonian  people,  fuch  as  the  Poles,  Bohemians,  lUyrians,  &c.  cannot 
produce  any  writer  who  can  in  the  fmalleft  degree  contend  with  the 
Ruffian annalift  in  antiquity,  n-.inutenefs,  accuracy,  and  truth.  He 
was  fo  highly  efteemed  in  Ruflia,  and  the  fubfequent  writers  were 
£0  convinced  of  his  fidelity,  that,  in  fpeaking  of  tlie  fame  times,  they 
adopt  his  very  word;,  or  nuke  only  the  fmalleft  alterations. 

"  I  will  not  prejudice  the  readers  in  their  judgment  concern- 
ing the  authenticity  of  this  annalift;  and  I  am  convinced,  that 
>vhoever  perufes  his  work,  will  at  once  do  him  the  juftjce  which 
he  deferves.  I  allude  to  thofe  readers  only  who  do  not  acknow- 
ledge any  other  hiftories  than  thofe  which  are  derived  from  the 
moft  efteemed  fources;  and  who  know  how  to  diltinguifli  with 
critical  exaftnefs  the  purity  of  thofe  fources.  But  I  do  not  ad- 
drefs  myfelf  to  thofe  who  have  not  hitherto  been  acquainted  with 
any  other  wiitcrs  on  the  early  times  of  the  Ruftian  hiftory  thaa 
Herberftcin  and  Petreius;  who  place  the  introduftion  of  the  art 
of  writing  into  Ruflia  fo  late  as  the  13th  century;  who  hold  the 
fuccefiion  of  Ruflian  fovcreigns  to  be  unkown,  at  leaft  uncertain, 
until  the  time  of  Ivan  Vaifilievitch;  who  confider  this  long  period 
as  totally  obfcure,  in  which  no  chronicle  affords  a  clue  to  the  dif- 
cerning  hiftorian ;  who  draw  their  whole  knowledge  of  Ruflian 
hiftory  from  Strahlenberg,  Voltaire,  La  Combe,  and  from  the  ftill 
more  wretched  compilers  of  the  article  Ruftia  in  the  Uiiiverfal 
Hiftory.  Thefe  readers  will  not  indeed  be  eafily  induced  to 
cfteem,  as  autlientic,  the  relations  of  a  monk,  whofe  writings  ftiow 
the  inaccuracy  of  the  above-mentioned  authors,  and  confute  at 
once  their  whole  account  of  Ruftia  during  tlic  middle  ages.'* 
^^et/er,  Ruft*.  Ann.  p.  32. 
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It  is  remarkable,  that  an  author  df  fuch  im- 
portance, whofe  name  frequently  occurs  iiii  tlie 
early  RuiTian  books,  fliould  have  remained  in 
obfcurity  above  600  years,  ?.Rd  been  fcarcely 
known  to  his  modern  countrymen.  A  copy  of 
his  chronicle  was  given,  in  1668,  by  prince 
Radzivil  to  the  library  of  Konigfburgh,  where  it 
lay  unnoticed  until  Peter  the  Great,  in  his  paf- 
fage  through  that  town,  ordered  a  tranfcript  to 
be  fent  to  PeterjOburgk  But  the  author  was  ftill 
unknown,  for  when  Muller,  in  1732;,  published 
the  lirft  part  of  a  German  tranflation*,  he  men- 
tioned it  as  the  work  of  the  abbot  Theodofms  of 
Kiof.  The  ingenious  editor,  not  being  at  that 
time  fufficiently  acquainted  with  the  Sciavonian 
tongue,  employed  an  interpreter,  who,  by  mif- 
taking  a  letter  in  tlie  title,  fuppofed  it  written 
by  a  perfon  whofe  name  was  Theodofms.  This 
ridiculous  blunder  was  foon  circulated,  and  cor 
pied  by  many  foreign  writers  ;  even  long  after 
it  was  candidly  acknowledged  and  corre^ed  by 
Muller. 

Neftor  was  fucceffively  followed  by  three  an-;, 
nalifts  ;  the  firft  was  Sylvefter,  abbot  of  the  con-. 


*  S.  R.  G.  I.  p.  1,  &.'c.  The  real  title  to  this  manufcript  wa% 
by  the  "  Monk  of  the  Theodofian  Convent  of  Petcheriki  >"  which 
the  interpreter,  by  miftaking  one  letter,  explained,  The  Monk 
Theodofms,  of  the  Convent,  &c.    See  Schloetzer,  p,  i6. 

^nt 
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vent  of  St.  Michael  at  Kiof,  and  bifliop  of  Pe- 
rillaf,-.  who  died  in  1 123  :•  he  commences  his 
chronicle  from  1115,  only  two  years  pofterior  to 
that!  of  Neftor,  and  continues  it  to  U23;  from 
which  period  a  monk,  whofe  name  has  not  been 
delivered  down  to  poi^erity,  carries  the  hiftory 
to'  1 157  ;  and  another,  equally  unkno^vn,  to  1203. 
With  refpe6l  to  thefe  performances,  Muller  in- 
forms us,  "the  labours  of  Neftor  and  his  three 
continuators  have  produced  a  connected  feries  of 
Ruffian  hiftory  fo  complete,  that  no  nation  can 
boaft  afimilar  treafure  for  fo  long  and  unbrokeu 
a  period  *.'*  We  may  add  likewife  from  the  fame 
authority,  that  thefe  annals  record  much  fewer 
prodigies  and  monkilh  legends,  than  others 
which  have  iffued  from  the  cloifter  in  times  fo 
unenlightened. 

From  this  period,  which  terminates  in  120S, 
there  is  no  regular  continuation  of  the  Ruflian 
hiftory,  but  many  feparate  and  detached  anna 
lifts ;  for  as  the  empire  was  broken  into  inde 
pendent  principalities,  each  writer  has  detailed 
the  events  of  the  particular  diftria  in  which  he 
flourifhed.  The  next  general  annali ft  whoprefents 
himfelf  to  our  notice  is  Cyprian,  metropolitan  of 
Ruflia  in  the  reign  of  Demetrius  Donfki,  who 
began  in  the  I4th  century  the  Book  of  Degrees  ; 

•  $.  R.  G.  V.  p.  6. 
VOL.    III.  R  fo 
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io  called  becaufe  It  arranges  the  hiftory  of  the 
empire,  according  to  the  order  of  defcent :  each 
de.£;r(^e  contains  the  reign  of  thofe  fovereigns  who 
followed  each  other  in  an  uninterrupted  line ; 
and  a  new  one  comjnences  when  the  throne 
pafled  to  a  collateral  branch.  This  work  was 
continued  by  the  metropolitan  Makari,  who 
flourished  under  Jvan  Vaflilievitch  II.  and  af- 
terwards by  unknown  compilers,  to  the  times 
fomewhat  pofterior  to  the  reign  of  Feodor  Iva- 
novitch.  Thefe  writings,  unlike  thofe  of  Nef- 
tor  and  his  continuators,  contain  many  idle  tra- 
ditions and  abfurd  legends;  but  the  events 
which  they  record,  render  them  the  objedl  of 
the^  hiftorian's  notice  ;  and  Muller  has  thought 
them  of  fufficient  confequence  to  become  their 
editor. 

The  chronicle  of  the  patriarch  Nicon,  m  which 
he  coUeded  a  complete  feries  of  Ruflian  annalifts, 
from  Neftor  to  the  reign  of  Alex^y  Michaelo- 
vitch,  and  the  extraordinary  exertions  which 
he  made  to  diifufe  knowledge  among  his  coun- 
trymen, have  been  already  related. 

The  reign  of  Alex^y  was  extremely  fertile  in 
"what  were  called  hiftorical  productions ;  but 
which  in  reality  are  ratlier  dry  materials  than  de- 
fer ving  fuch  an  honourable  appellation.  It  would 
be  tedious  to  enumerate  the  >'arious  chronicles, 
journals  of  the  coiirt,  books  of  genealogy,  pub- 
lic 
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lie  records,  ftate-papers,  and  other  fimlliar  fources 
of  information,  both  of  liis  andfucceeding  times ; 
which  the  Hbraries  contain  in  fuch  abundance 
as  to  aftoniili  a  ftranger,  who  by  falfe  repre- 
fentations  may  have  been  milled  to  conceive 
that  the  Ruffians  are  deficient  in  original  docu- 
ments. 

Among  the  peifons  who,  poflerior  to  Kicon, 
have  moflly  contributed  to  promote  fcience  by 
their  example  and  prote<^ion,  and  who  may  be 
claffed  among  the  hiftorians,  muft  not  be  omit- 
ted Theophanes  Prokopovitch,  metropolitan 
archbiihop  of  Novogorod.  This  learned  prelate 
was  the  fon  of  a  burgher  of  Kiof ;  he  was  bom 
on  the  9th  of  June  l68l,  and  baptized  by  the 
name  of  Elilha.  He  commenced  his  ftudies 
under  his  uncle  Theophanes,  re6^or  of  the  femina- 
2*y  in  the  Bratlkoi  Convent  at  Kiof,  and  was  well 
grounded  in  the  rudiments  of  the  Greek,  Latin, 
and  Hebrew  tongues.  Though  liis  uncle  died 
in  1692,  he  completed  his  education  in  thatfe- 
minary,  and  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  age, 
travelled  into  Italy.  He  refided  three  years  at 
Rome ;  where,  belides  a  competent  knov.iedge 
of  the  Itahan,  he  acquired  a  tafte  for  the  fine 
arts,  and  improved  himfelf  ifi  philofophy  and 
divinity. 

On  his  return,  to  Kiof,  he  read  le6lures  on  the 
Jj^X'ni  and  Sclavonian  poetry  in  the  fcminary, 

R  2  and 
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and,  having  affumed  the  monaftic  habit,  chang- 
ed his  name  to  Theophanes.  Before  he  attain- 
ed the  25th  year  of  his  age,  he  was  appointed 
prapfe^l,  the  fecond  office  in  the  feminary,  and 
profefibr  of  philofophy.  In  17O6,  he  diftin- 
guiflied  himfelf  by  a  Latin  oration  before  Pe- 
ter the  Great,  and  ftill  more  by  a  fermoii, 
which,  in  I709,  he  preached  before  the  fame 
monarch  after  the  battle  of  Pultava.  Having 
once  attracted  the  notice,  he  foon  acquired  the 
protedion  of  Peter,  who,  captivated  with  his 
great  talents,  fuperior  learning,  and  polite  ad- 
drefs,  fele6ted  him  for  a  companion  in  the  enfu- 
ing  campaign  againft  the  Turks  ;  a  fure  prelude 
to  his  future  advancement.  In  1711,  Theophanes 
was  nominated  abbot  of  the  monaftery  of  Brat- 
Ikoi,  reclor  of  the  feminary,  and  profefibr  of  di- 
vinity. His  cenfures  againft  the  ignorance  and 
indolence  of  the  Ruffian  clergy,  and  his  endea- 
vours to  promote  a  tafte  for  polite  literature 
among  his  brethren,  rendered  him  a  fit  inftru- 
ment  in  the  hands  of  Peter  for  the  reformation 
of  the  church,  and  the  abolition  of  the  patri- 
archal dignity.  He  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  fynod,  of  which  ecclefiaftical  eftablilhment 
he  himfelf  drew,  the  plan,  was  created  in  1 7 1 8 
bifhop  of  Plefcof,  and  in  1720  archbiffiop  of  the 
fame  diocefe :  foon  after  the  acceffion  of  Catha- 
rine he  was  confecrated  archbiihop  of  Novogo- 
7  lod, 
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rod,  and  metropolitan  of  all  Ruffia,  and  died  in 
1736. 

Befides  various  ferrnons  and  theological  dif- 
quifitions,  he  wrote  a  treatife  on  rhetoric,  and  on 
the  rules  of  Latin  and  Sclavonian  poetry ;  he 
compofed  verfes  in  the  Latin  language,  and  was 
author  of  a  work,  for  which  he  is  chiefly  men- 
tioned in  this  place,  the  Life  of  Peter  the  Great, 
which  tenninates  with  the  battle  of  Pultava.  In 
this  performance  the  prelate  has,  notwitliftand- 
ing  his  natural  partiality  to  his  benefactor,  avoid- 
ed that  fcurrilous  abufe  of  the  contrary  party 
which  frequently  difgraces  the  beft  hiftories,  and 
has  been  particularly  candid  in  his  account  of 
Sophia.  Peter  employed  him  in  compofmg  the 
decrees  which  concerned  theological  queflions, 
and  even  many  which  related  to  civil  aft'airs. 

Theophanes,  not  only  cultivated  the  fciences, 
and  promoted  them  during  his  life,  but  likewifc 
left  a  legacy  to  his  countrymen,  for  their  further 
progrefs  after  his  deceafe,  by  maintaining  and  fu- 
perintending  the  education  of  fixty  boys,  in  his 
cpifcopal  palace.  Under  his  aufpices,  they  were 
inftrudled  in  foreign  languages,  and  in  various 
branches  of  polite  knowledge,  which  had  been 
hitherto  cenfured  by  many  as  profane  acquifi- 
tions  ;  thus  tranfmitting  the  rays  of  learning  to 
illuminate  future  ages  and  a  diftant  poftcrity  *. 

•  For  the  hiftory  of  Theoplianes  I  lip.ve  fullowed  implicitly 
Miiller,  v.'hofe  fidelity  and  accuracy  always  appear  to  me  un<jLieilion« 
uble.    See  S.  R.  G.  V.  p.  564, 

u  5  Thoui^b 
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Though  Riiffia  hitherto  abounded  in  chroni* 
cles  and  annals  relative  to  detadhed  periods; 
yet,  excxepting  a  dry  detail  of  fa6ts  compiled  for 
the  ufe  of  Alex^y  Michaelovitch,  it  pofleffed  no 
T^gulai'  and  connected  hiftory.  The  firft  at- 
tempt towards  fuch  a  work  was  undertaken 
by  prince  Khilkof  This  nobleman  *,  defcend.- 
ed  from  an  ancient  family,  had  diftinguiilied 
himfelf  as  embalTador  to  feveral  foreign  courts, 
before  he  was  deputed,  in  1 700,  to  Stockhohn. 
He  accompanied  Charles  XII.  in  his  defcent 
upon  the  Ille  of  Zealand  ;  and  on  the  enfumg 
truce  of  Travendahl,  between  Sweden  and  Den- 
mark, returned  to  Stockholm,  on  the  17th  of 
September,  at  the  eve  of  the  rupture  which  broke 
out  between  the  Swedilh  and  Ruffian  monarchs. 
His  character  of  embalTador,  deemed  facred  by 
the  law  of  nations,  could  not  protect  him  from 
the  refentmcnt  of  Charles  XII. ;  and,  on  the 
20th  of  the  fame  month,  he  was  arrelled  and 
imprifoned. 

As  an  amufement  during  his  captivity,  which 
was  long  and  rigorous,  and  at  the  requeft  of  his 
fellow-prifoner  prince  Trubetfkoi,  he  began  an 
abridgment  of  the  Ptuffian  hiftory,  from  the 
earl  left  period  to  his  own  time  ;  and  after  a  Gon- 
fineme:at  of  eighteen  j-ears,  expired  in  his  pri- 
fon  of  Wefteros,    when  he  was  on  the  point  of 


•  See  Bach.  Ruff.  Bib.  for  1777,  p.  78—87. 
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being  releafed.  His  work,  called  the  "  Kernel 
of  the  Ruffian  Hiftory,"  is  a  mere  abridgment, 
and  was  publiflied  in  1770  by  Mr.  Midler.  It 
forms  only  one  volume  in  odavo,  and  contains 
feven  books  :  the  firft  commences  with  the  crea- 
tion of  the  world,  and  ends  with  the  foundation 
of  the  Ruffian  empire  under  Ruric ;  the  remain- 
ing fix  carry  down  the  hiftory  to  the  year  1713. 
During  fome  part  of  his  coniinen^nt  he  was  per-, 
mitted  to  receive  from  Mofcow,  books,  extra6^s 
from  chronicles,  and  a  ft- w  ftate-papers  ;  but  as  he 
could  not  obtain  the  ncce<!ary  documents  fo  well 
as  on  the  fpot,  his  performance  unavoidably  con- 
tains occafional  errors,  many  of  which  the  judi- 
cious editor  has  corre(5led. 

In  1720,  Vaffili  Tatifchef,  who  had  more  op- 
portunities of  obtaining  infonnation,  began  to 
colle6l  materials  for  a  complete  hiftory  of  Ruf- 
iia,  and  continued  his  refearches  without  inter- 
miffion  for  30  years.  The  indefatigable  com- 
piler fini(hed  his  account  to  the  reign  of  Feodor 
Ivanovitch,  and  was  bringing  it  down  to  this 
century,  when  death  put  a  period  to  his  labours. 
part  of  this  great  work  was  confumed  by  fire, 
and  the  remainder  was  pnblilhed  after  the  au- 
thor's death  by  Muller.  It  confifts  of  three  vo- 
lumes in  quarto.  The  firft  contains  feveral  cu- 
rious differtations  relative  to  the  antiquity  of  the 

E  4  Sclavoniau 


^4S  TRAVELS    IN    RUSSIA.  B.  5. 

Sclavonian  nation;  the  fecond  and  third  com- 
prife  the  hiftory  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  from  its 
earlieft  origin  to  1237.  It  can  hardly  be  called 
a  regular  hiftory,  but  is  rather  a  conncfted  feries 
of  chronicles,  whofe  antiquated  Sclavonian  dia- 
lers are  merely  changed  into  the  Ruffian  idiom  ; 
and  the  author  is  juftly  cenfured  for  not  regular- 
ly citing  -the  various  annalifts  as  he  abridges 
-or  new  models  them,  and  for  not  affigning  the 
reafons  which  induced  him  to  prefer  the  writers 
whole  relations  he  has  adopted,  to  thofe  which 
he  has  reje6led  *. 

Since  Tatifchef,  feveral  writers  f  have  pub- 
liffied  colle6lions  of  ftate-papers  and  other  docu- 
ments ;  but  the  honour  of  compoiing  a  complete 
hiftory  of  this  country  is  probably  referved  for 
prince  Sherebatof ;  Avho,  if  we  except  Muller, 
has  contributed  more  than  any  other  pei-fon  to- 
wards illuftratingthe  Ruffian  annals. 

•  Bach.  Ruff.  Bib.  for  1774,  p.  43  ;  alfo  for  iyj$,  p.  216. 
L'Evefque,  vol.  I.  p.  xxxi. 

■f-  Particularly  Novikof,  in  his  ancient  Ruffian  Library,  in  ten 
volumes,  a  work  thus  chara<5terifed  by  L'Evefque :  *'  Recueil  de 
pieces  originales  et  authentiques,  tirees  des  cabinets  et  dcs  ar- 
chives: ony trouve  des  morceaux  tres-importantes."  Vol.  1. p. xxiv. 
The  Academy  of  Sciences  has  alfo  publiftied  an  Hiftorical  Journal 
every  month,  from  1755  to  1 765.  It  confifts  of  20  volumes,  o£ta- 
vo,  and  contains  "  un  grand  nombre  de  morceaux  hiftoriques  tres- 
intereilans,  dont  la  plupart  ont  cte  compofcs  par  le  favant  Muller." 
lb. 

This 
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This  learned  nobleman  is  editor  of  feveral 
works:  A  journal  of  Peter  the  Great,  in  2  vols, 
quarto,  which  he  found  in  the  archives,  and  pub- 
Jiflied  by  order  of  the  emprefs.  It  confifts  of 
eight  books,  five  of  which  were  corre(5ied  by  Pe- 
ter himfelf.  The  fiift  volume  begins  with  the 
infurredionof  theStrelitzes  in  1698,  and  finiflies 
with  1714  ;  thefecond  concludes  with  the  peace 
of  Nyftadt  in  1721.  The  learned  editor  has 
added  feveral  remarks,  and  fome  important  pieces 
from  the  Ruflian  arcliives.  The  Piuflian  Hiftory, 
by  an  Ancient  Annalift,  from  the  beginning  of 
the  reign  of  Vlodimir  Monomaca,  in  1114  to 
1472,  in  which  the  author  dwells  on  the  civil 
feuds  of  Novogorod,  and  its  fubjection  to  Ivan 
VafTilievitch  I.  The  Life  of  Peter  the  Great,  in 
the  Ruffian  language,  firll  publifhed  at  Venice, 
which  the  prince  reprinted  in  1774,  and  en- 
riched with  hiftorical  obfervations.  His  OMai 
works  are,  an  Account  of  the  Rull  ai  Inijiof- 
tors :  amongft  thefe  is  the  life  of  Demetrius, 
chiefly  drawn  from  the  fources  confulted  by 
MuUcr  in  his  relation  of  the  faire  period. 
But  this  noble  author's  great  work  is  the 
Hiftory  of  Ruffia,  from  the  earlieft  times.  He 
has  already  pubiilhed  three  volumes  in  quarto, 
which  finifli  with  the  reign  of  Demetrius  Donfki, 
who  died  in  1389.  I  liavc  read  with  great  plea- 
fiire  the  German  tranllation  of  this  performance, 

which 
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which  is. a  moil  valuable  addition  to  thehiftoiy 
of  the  North.  The  author  had  accefs  to  the 
imperial  archives ;  he  draws  hi ,  information  from 
the  moft  ancient  and  unqueltionable  fources,  is 
exa6l  in  quoting  his  authorities,  and  ranges  the 
events  in  chronological  order  with  great  perfpi- 
cuity.  A  writer,  who  confulted  many  chroni- 
cles cited  by  this  hiftorian,  and  who  has  given  to 
the  public  the  ipoft  complete  hiftory  of  RuiTia 
yet  extant,  thus  fpeaks  of  this  work :  *'  The  au- 
thor always  cites  his  authorities.  I  have  verified 
a  great  number  of  his  references,  and  have  always 
difccvered  his  accuracy.  If  the  firft  chara6^er 
of  anhiflorian  is  the  love  of  truth,  the  prince 
deferves  the  greateft  praife  *." 

Although  this  difquifition  is  confined  to  the 
native  writers  ;  yet  1  cannot  avoid  mentioning 
Voltaire's  Life  of  Peter  the  Great,  as  it  is  the 
-work  from  Avhich  moft  foreign  nations  have 
formed  their  ideas  of  Ruflia ;  which  many  French 
and  Englifli  authors  have  fer vilely  copietl,  until 
it  is  confidered  as  a  ftandard  book,  and  particu- 
larly as  the  author  informs  us  in  the  Preface : 
*'  La  cour  de  Peterjbourg^  S^c.  a  fait  pare enir  ^ 
lliiftorien  chargk  de  cet  ouvrage  tons  les  docu- 
mens  anthcntiques.  II  n^a  ^crit  que  fur  des  preus 
ves  i/icontejiables." 

•  L'Evefqwe'. 

But 
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"But  the  well-informed  Ruflians,  although  this 
work  idolizes  their  hero  Peter  the  Great,  confcfe 
tliat  it  is  an  inaccurate  performance ;  a  panegy- 
~  ric  rather  than  a  hi ftorv,  in  which  many  fa(5ts  are 
difguifcd  or  omitted  ;  where  every  defect  in  the 
principal  character  is  foftened,  and  every  virtue 
exaggerated.  In  truth,  the  elegant  author  wrote 
this  Life  at  the  defire  of  the  emprefs  Elizabeth, 
by  whofe  order  he  received  great  part  of  the  ma- 
terials. Hence  it  may  eafily  be  conjedured, 
that  nothino'  would  be  communicated  which 
could  refle(^i  the  fmalltft  difcredit  on  Peter  or 
Catharine ;  and  that  the  author  was  unwilling  to 
infert  any  circumftance  which  might  be  dif])leaf- 
ing  to  Elizabeth.  His  genius  was  fettered  by 
thefe  reftraints  ;  the  pi6iure,  accordingl}^  which 
he  has  drawn  of  Peter  is  almoft  as  devoid  of  ani- 
mation as  of  lefemblance,  and  this  /ketch  is  the 
leaft  entertaining,  as  well  as  the  moft  inaccurate 
of  his  hiftorical  pieces. 

But  frequently  alfo  in  regard  to  thofe  evchtf 
which  did  not  interfere  with  Elizabeth's  preju- 
dices, he  either  did  not  examine,  or  did  not 
folIoM',  fome  of  the  beft  and  moft  authentic 
jnaterials   communicated    from    Pcterlburgli  *. 

,  Fioni 

•  Bufching  has  piihliflied,  in  the  third  volume  of  hi:  Hifto- 
rical Maga7inr,  "  Mcmoireabicge  fur  la  Vie  du  Trarevirch  Akxci 
y^rtrovitch."    This  memui'',  fays  the  euitor,  was  lent  to  Voltaire 

bcfor* 
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From  thefe  circumftances  we  may  affent  to  the 
truth  of  the  cenfure  palTed  by  the  lively  writer 
upon  his  own  performance,  when  he  faid,  "  Je 
ferai  gi^arerfur  ma  tombe,  cy  git  qui  a  voulu 
Scrire  I'hijioire  de  Pierre  k  Grand  *■/' 

Of  the  Ruffian  poetry  previous  to  this  cen- 
tury, the  only  fpecimens  were  a  few  ancient 
foncjs,  fome  occafional  copies  of  veifes,  and  a 
pfaiter,  compofed  by  the  monk  Simeon  Polotfki, 
printed  at  Mofcow  in  l680.  To  ufe  the  ex- 
preffions  of  the  epic  writer  Kherafkof,  "  the 
Mufes  waited  till  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great, 
to  make  their  appearance  inRuffia:  before  his 
time  were  indeed  a  few  poets,  but  their  compo- 
fitions  were  more  rhymes  than  verfes,  and  even 
during  his  reign  the  art  was  fiill  in  its  infancy. 
At  length  came  Lomonozoff,"  &c.  Theopha- 
nes  had  indeed  read  lectures  on  the  rules  of 
Sclavonian  or  Ruffian  verfe;  prince  Kantemir, 
Ilhifki,  Trediatofski,  and  a  few  others,  had  com- 
pofed; but  there  were  no  poets  of  eminence  be- 
before  he  began  to  write  his  Hjfton'  of  Rufiia:  it  will  ferve  as  a 
proof  how  little  that  writer  employed  the  authentic  papers  tranf- 
mitted  to  him.  Vol.  III.  p.  194.  Nfuller  alfb  charges  Voltaire 
with  not  paying  fufficient  attention  to  the  papers  which  he  com- 
nunicated    from  the  mofc  undoubted  authorities.      Buf.  XVI. 

^  352- 

•  Cited  by  L'Evefque,  Vcl.  I.  p.  xxx. 

t  Preface  to  Khemfkofs  Pcem  on  the  Rattle  of  Tchefine,  quot- 
ed in  Bach.  RulT.  Bib.  for  1774,  p.  201. 

fore 
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fore  Lomonozof  and  Sumorokof.  A  (ketcH 
therefore  of  the  lives  and  writings  of  thefe  two 
authors,  a  ihort  account  of  the  Rullian  ftage, 
and  a  few  remarks  on  the  compofltions  of  Khe- 
rafkof,  will  convey  to  the  reader  fome  idea  of 
the  rife,  progrels,  and  ftate  of  poetry  in  this 
empire. 

Lomonozof*,  the  great  refiner  of  his  native 
tongue,  was  the  fon  of  a  fiflimonger  at  Kolmo- 
gori:  he  was  born  in  171 1,  and  fortunately 
taught  to  read;  a  rare  inftance  for  a  perfon  of  fo 
low  a  ftation  in  Ruflfia.  His  natural  genius  for 
poetry  was  firft  kindled  by  the  perufal  of  the 
Song  of  Solomon,  done  into  verfe  by  Polotfki, 
whofe  rude  compofltions,  perhaps  fcarcely  fu- 
perior  to  our  verfion  of  the  Pfalms  by  Stem- 
hold  and  Hopkins,  infpired  him  with  an  irre- 
fiftible  paflion  for  the  mufes.  He  fled  from  his 
father,  who  would  have  compelled  him  to  marry, 
and  took  refuge  in  a  monallery  at  Mofcow; 
where  he  had  an  opportunity  of  indulging  his 
tafte  for  letters,  and  ftudying  the  Greek  and 
Latin  languages.  In  this  feminary  lie  made  fo 
confiderable  a  progrefs  in  polite  literature,  as  to 
be  patronifed  by  the  Lnperial  Academy  of 
Sciences.  In  1 73^5,  he  was  fent,  at  tlie  expence 
of  that  fociety,  to  the  univerfity  of  IMarburgh* 
in  HeiTe-Caflel,  where  he  ftudjed  under  the  cele- 

•  Le  ,Clerc.  Hift.  Mod.  p.  70.  . . .    :• 

brated 
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brated  Cliriftian  Wolf,  imiverfal  grammar,  rhe* 
toricj  and  phiiofophy.  He  continued  at  Mar- 
burgh  four  years,  and  applied  hinifelf  with  in- 
defatigable diligence  to  chymiftry,  which  he 
afterwards  purfued  with  ftill  greater  fuccefs, 
under  the  famous  Henckel,  at  Freyburgh  iii 
Saxony.  In  1741,  he  returned  into  Ruffia,  was 
chofen  in  1742  adjun6l  to  the  Imperial  Aca- 
demy, and  in  the  enfuing  yeat  member  of  that 
fociety,  and  profeflbr  of  chymiftr}^  In  1 760,  he 
was  appointed  infpedor  of  the  feminary,  then 
annexed  to  the  Academy ;  in  1 764,  he  was  gra- 
tified by  the  emprefs  with  the  title  of  counfellor 
of  ftate,  and  died  on  the  4th  of  April  tliat  year^ 
in  the  54th  year  of  his  age. 

Lomonozof  excelled  in  various  kinds  of  com- 
pofition;  but  his  chief  merit  is  derived  from  his 
odes.  The  firll  was  written  in  1739,  while  he 
ftudied  in  Germany,  on  the  capture  of  Kotfchin^ 
a  fortrefs  of  Crim  Tartary,  by  mirfhal  Munic. 
The  odes  of  Lomonozof  are  greatly  admired 
for  originality  of  invention,  fublimity  of  fenti- 
ment,  and  energy  of  language,  and  compenfate 
for  their  turgid  ilyle,by  thatfpirit  and  fire,  which 
are  the  principal  charadleriftics  in  tliis  fpecies  of 
compofition.  Pindar  was  his  great  model;  and 
if  we  may  give  credit  to  a  perfon  *  well  verfed 

•  L'Evef^ue,  whofeys  of  him,  "  Heft  peut-ecre  lefeul  lmulcd# 
|*iiidare." 

in 
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in  the  Ttuffian  tongue,  be  has  fucceeded  In  this 
daring  attempt  to  imitate  the  Theban  bard, 
without  incurring  the  cenfure  of  Horace  *  .  In 
this,  as  well  as  feveral  other  fpecies  of  compofi- 
tion,  he  enriched  his  native  language  with  vari- 
ous kinds  of  metre,  and  merited  tlie  appellation 
bellowed  on  liim,  "  The  Father  of  Ruffian 
Poetry." 

A  brief  recapitulation  of  the  principal  works 
of  Lomojiozof,  printed  in  three  volumes  octavo, 
will  ihew  the  verlatility  of  his  genius,  and  his 
extenfive  knowledge  in  various  branches  of  li- 
terature : 

The  firfl.  volume,  befide  a  preface  on  the  advantages  derived  to 
the  Ruflian  tongue  from  the  etclefiallical  writings,  contains  ten 
lacred  and  nineteen  panegyric  odes,  and  feveral  occafional  pieces 
of  poetry. 

The  fecond  comprifes  an  EfTay,  in  profe,  on  the  rules  of  Ru/Iian 
Poetry;  tranflation  of  a  German  Ode:  Idylls;  Tamira  and  Selim, 
atragcdy^  Demonhoon,  a  tragedy;  Poetical  Epiftle  on  the  Utility 
of  Glafs;  two  cantos  of  an  epic  Poem,  intiried  P?icr  the  Great  j  a 
congratulatory  copy  of  verfes ;  an  Ode;  tranfi  rion  of  Bapti 'e  Rouft 
feaii's  ode,  Sur  U  Bonbeur;  Heads  of  a  Courfe  of  Left u res  on 
Natural  Phiiofophy;  certain  pafTages,  tranflated  in  verfe  and  profe, 
according  to  the  originals,  fiom  Cicero,  Erafmus,  Lucian,  JEh^n, 
Ammianus  Marcellinus,  Quintus  Curtius,  Homer,  Virgil,  Mr.rtlil, 
Ovid,  Horace,  and  Seneca,  which  Ruffian  tran fictions  were  brought 
as  examples  in  his  Leftures  upsn  Rhetoric;  lallly,  defcription  ofv 
the  Comet  which  appealed  in  1744- 

The  third  volume  confills  chieHy  of  fpeeches  and  treatifes  read 

•  "  Pindarum  quifqi'.is  fludet  aemulari,"  &c.  L'Ode  de  Lono- 
nofof  fit  connoitre  aux  Ruffes  les  veritables  jcijles  de  la  harmonic. 
Xe  Clerc. 

before 
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before  the  academy;  panegyric  on  the  emprefs  Elizabeth ;  on  Peter 
thp  Great;  treatife  on  the- advantages  of  chymiftiy  j  on  the  phaeno- 
mena  of  the  air,  occafioned  by  the  eleftrical  fire,  with  a  Latin  tranf- 
latien  of  the  fame;  on  the  origin  of  light,  as  a  new  theory  of  co- 
lours; methods  to  detennine  with  precifion  the  courfe  of  a  veffelj 
on-  the  origin  of  metals  by  the  means  of  earthquakes;  Latin  diP 
fertatlon  on  folidity  and  fluidity;  on  the  Tnmfit  of  Venus  in 
J761,  with  a  German  tranflation  •. 

Befides  thefe  various  fubje6^s,  Lomonozof 
rhade  no  inconfiderable  figure  in  hiftory,  having 
publifhed  two  fmall  works  relative  to  that  of  his 
own  country.  The  firft,  ftyled  Annals  of  the 
Ruffian  Sovereigns,  is  a  Ihort  chronology  of  the 
Ruffian  nionarchs;  the  fccond  is  the  Ancient 
Hiftory  of  Ruffia,  fi'om  the  origin  of  that  nation 
to  the  death  of  the  great-duke  Yaroflaf  I.  in 
1054;  a  performance  of  great  merit,  as  it  il- 
luftrates  the  moft  difficult  and  obfcure  period  in 
the  annals  of  this  country. 

Lon>onozof  Avas  alfo  an  admirer  of  the  arts; 
made  fome  proificiency  in  painting,  and  difiin- 
guillied  himfelf  by  copying  in  mofaic.  The 
portraits  of  the  regent  Anne  and  Peter  the 
Third,  done  by  Lomonozof  in  mofaic,  are  ftill 
preferved  in  the  gallery  at  Oranienbaum. 

Alexander  Sumorokof,  juftly  denominated  the 
founder  of  the  Ruffian  theatre,  next  to  Lomo- 

*  Mr.  Damafkin,  who  publifhed  this  complete  edition  of  Lomo- 
rozof's  works,  rect-ived  from  the  emprefs  a  prefent  of  jf.lGO.  Sec 
Huf.  Bib.  for  1780,  p.  338. 

BOZOf^ 
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liozolj  principally  contributed  to  rcfme  the 
poetry  of  his  country.  But  before  I  give  a  de- 
tail of  his  life  and  writings,  I  iliall  introduce  a 
iliort  account  of  the  Ruffian  ftagc,  becaufe  a 
view  of  the  ftatc  in  M'hich  he  found  the  national 
theatre  *  will  difplay  his  powers  in  dramatic 
Compofition. 

Before  the  eera  of  Peter  the  Great,  almoft  the 
only  f  dramatic  rcprefentations  in  Ruffia  were 
exhibited  in  the  monafteries  of  Kiof  and  I\Iof- 
cow,-  where  the  ftudents  performed  occalionally 
an  Actus  Oratorius,  or  fcriptural  hiftory.  The 
Icarnetl  Demetrius  Tooptalo  .f  ,  metropolitan 
archbilho])  of  Roftof,  was  highly  diilinguilhed 
for  compofing,  in  the  tafte  of  the  times,  fcriptural 
liiftorics  in  verfe  :  The  Sinner  an  allegory ;  Efdier 
and  Ahafuerus;  The  Birth,  and  the   Refurrec- 

*  it  does  riot  fenter  into  ttiy  plan  to  trace  the  Introduftion  and 
progrefs  of  the  German,  Italian,  and  French  players  in  RufTia.  I 
<hall  only  ohferve,  that,  in  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Great,  the  firft  fet 
of  German  aftors  played  at  Petedburgh ;  Ibme  Italian  performers 
firft  made  their  appearance  in  1730,  and  the  French  comedians  in 
1742.  For  further  information  on  this  fubject,  the  reader  is  re-' 
ferrcd  to  Staehlin's  Qef.  des  Theatres  in  Rufsland,  in  Haygold,  or 
Schloetzcr's  Bcylage,  vol.  I.  p.  400. 

t  We  may  except  the  reprefantations  at  court  during  the  mi- 
nority of  Peter  the  Great,  when  fonie  of  Moliere's  pl:»ys,  tranf- 
lated  into  the  Ruffian  tongue,  vere  afted  in  the  Ikonofpatlkoi  con- 
'Tent;  among  other  perfons  of  dilUnflion,  the  princefs  Sophia  per- 
formed a  part. 

t  He  died  fix  1 709. 

VOL.  III.  s  tioli 
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tion  of  Chrift.  At  the  commencement  of  this 
century,  thefe  pieces  were  the  falhionable  repre- 
fentations,  not  only  in  convents,  but  at  court, 
even  fo  late  as  the  beginning  of  Elizabeth's 
reign. 

The  ftudcnts  of  furgery  in  the  hofpital  at 
INIofcow  gave  the  lirft  public  performance  ex- 
hibited by  the  laity,  in  the  great  hall,  where 
they  raifed  a  ftage,  and  ulcd  fcreens  for  the 
fcenery.  Stachlin*,  who  was  prefent  at  one  of 
thefe  exhibitions,  the^fubject  of  vhich  Avas  Ta- 
merlane, informs  us,  that  nothing  could  be  more 
grotefque  and  ridiculous;  and  relates  an  inftance 
of  profane  ribaldry  introduced  into  one  of  the 
tVriptural  pieces,  too  grofs  to  be  mentioned. 
The  fame  author  remembers  to  liave  feen  at  Pe- 
terfburgh  the  emprcf>."s  grooms  act  in  a  ftill  more 
wretched  manner,  eitiicr  in  the  hay-loft  of  the 
imperial  ftabks,  or  in  an  luifurnilhed  houfe. 
Ac^tors  of  thi'^  fort  ufed  alfo  to  perform  every 
year  for  the  amufemcnt  of  tlie  common  people: 
they  hud  no  regular  theatre,  but  were  accuftom- 
ed  to  play  in  different  parts  of  the  city.  At 
dufk,  a  paper  lantern  was  hung  from  the  win- 
dow, and  two  liuntfineii's  horns  were  blown,  to 
announce  a  comedy  lor  the  evening;  the  en- 

*  See  Gefchiclite  des  Tlieatres  in  Riirsiand,  from  which  inge- 
nious^reatife  I  have  priucipaily  taken  tJiis  account  •f  the  Ruffian 

trance 
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trance  money  was  from  f  to  id. ;  and  the  fpec- 
tators  ufually  remained  two  hours  to  hear  every 
fpecies  of  nonfcnfe  and  ribaldry.  Such  was  the 
ftate  of  the  Ruffian  ftage  ^vhen  Sumorokof 
brought  out  his  firft  tragedy  of  Koref. 

About  the  fame  time  the  firft  regular  Ruffiatl 
theatre  was  opened  at  Yaroflaf,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  celebrated  a6l6r  Feodor  Volkof,  the 
Garrick  of  Ruffia,  whofe  talents  for  the  ftagc 
were  equal  to  thofe  of  Sumorokof  for  dramatic 
compofition.  Volkof  was  fon  of  a  tradefman 
at  Yoroflaf,  and  born  in  1729  :  having  difcover- 
ed  early  proofs  of  great  abilities,  he  was  fent  to 
Mofcow,  where  he  learnt  the  German  ton^-uc, 
mufic,  and  drawing.  His  father  dying,  and  his 
mother  marrying  a  fecbnd  huiband,  who  had 
eftablifhed  a  manufa6lory  of  falt-petre  and  ful- 
phur,  he  applied  himfelf  to  that  trade;  and  go- 
ing upon  the  bufmcfs  of  his  father-in-law  to 
Peterfburgh  about  the  year  1748,  his  natural  in- 
clination for  the  ftage  led  him  to  frequent  the 
German  plays,  and  form  an  intimate  acquaint- 
ance with  fome  of  the  actors. 

On  his  return  to  Yaroflaf,  he  conftru6tcd  a 
llage  in  a  large  apartment  at  his  father-in-law's 
houfe,  painted  the  fcenes,  and,  with  the  affiftance 
of  his  four  brothers,  acted  before  a  large  alTeui- 
i)ly      Their  iirft 'performances  were  the  fcriptu^ 
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nil  hiflorics  written  by  the  arclibilhop  of  Roftof; 
th,cle>v.er€  fucceeded  by  the  tragedies  of  Lomo- 
nozof  and  Sumorokof,  and  fometimes  fatirical 
farces  of  their  own  compofition  againft  the  in- 
habitants of  Yaroflaf.  The  fpcctators  being 
admitted  gratis,  his  father-in-law  objected 
to  the  expence;  and  Volkof  conftrucled,  in 
I7o0,  a  large  theatre,  partly  by  fubfcription, 
and  partly  at  his  own  riik.  Having  fupplied 
it  with  fcenes,  which  lie  painted  himfelf,  and 
drelTes,  which  he  affifted  in  making;  and  pro- 
cured additional  actors,  whom  he  intruded,  he 
and  his  troop  performed  with  great  applaufe  be- 
fore crowded  audiences,  who  cheertully  paid 
for  their  admiffion. 

In  170 2,  the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  informed  of 
their  fuccefs,  fummoned  them  to  Peterfburgh ; 
where  they  reprcfentcd,  in  the  theatre  of  the 
court,  the  tragedies  of  Sumorokof.  To  improve 
this  new  troop,  the  four  principal  actors  were 
placed  in  the  feminarj^  of  the  cadets,  where 
they  remained  four  years.  At  the  conclulion 
of  that  period,  a  Ruflian  theatre  was  cftablilhed 
at  the  court ;  three  aiftrelfes  were  admitted;  Su- 
morokof was  appointed  director,  and  5,000 
roubles  were  allowed  for  the  aclors.  Befides 
this  falary,  they  were  permitted  to  perform  once 
a  week  to  the  public;  and  the  admiflion-money 
1  was 
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WSLS  cliftiibuted  among  them  without  dcduftion  ; 
as  the  hghts,  mufic,  and  (hclTes  were  provided  at 
the  expence  of  the  emprefs. 

The  cliief  performances  were  the  tragedies 
and  comedies  of  Sumorokof,  and  tranflations 
from  MoHere  and  other  French  writers.  The 
company  continued  to  flourish  under  tlie  patro- 
nage of  Catharine,  and  tlie  falaries  of  the  actors 
werd  gradually  increafed  to  ll,000  roubles  per 
annum.  Volkof  and  his  brother  were  ennobled, 
and  rbceived  from  their  imperial  miftrefs  eftates 
in  land:  he  performed,  for  the  laft  time,  at  Mof- 
cow,  in  the  tragedy  of  Zcmira,  a  fliort  time  be- 
fore his  death,  which  happened  in  I70'3,  in  the 
3,5th'  year  of  his  age.  He  equally  excelled  in 
tragedy  and  comedy ;  but  his  principal  merit 
confifted  in  reprefenting  madnefs.  He  was  tolera- 
bly verfed  in  mufic,  aiid  no  iridificreut  poet. 

His  friend  Sumorokof  paid  an  afiedting  tri- 
bute to  the  memory  of  Volkof,  who  had  done 
ample  juftice  to  his  dramatic  compofitions : 
"  ]\Ielpomeiie^  linite  thy  tears  with  mine ;  la- 
ment, and  tear  thy  locks.  j\fy  friend  is  dead. 
Adieu,  my  friend;  forrpw  penetrates' and  dif- 
folves  my  fo'iil.  The  fource  of  Hippocrene  is 
frozen.  O  RulVia  !  you  pollefled  a  fccond  Ra- 
cine !  but  the  new  theatre  is  already  tottering 
fjrpm  ifs  ,f^>nndutions;  and  all  the  labours  of 
a   century  arc  •  deftroyed  I    Volkof  is  feparatcd 

s  S  from 
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from  the  Mufes  for  ever. — ^Tragedy  has  loft  her 
bufkin  and  her  poignard.  Melpomene,  bede^y 
his  tomb  with  thy  tears*." 

The  prophecy,  however,  of  Sumorokof,  which, 
his  enthuliafm  for  the  theatrical  abilities  of  this 
great  a6lor,  or  bis  affp^ion  for  the  memory  of 
his  frienjd,  led  him  to  utter,  is  far  from  being 
fuliillcd.  The  ftage,  though  it  fuffered  a  con- 
fiderable  lofs  by  the  death  of  Volkof,  ftjU  fub- 
fifts  and  profpers  under  the  protedion  of  Ca- 
tharine ;  and  from  the  fpecimens  which  I  faw 
among  the  foundhngs  at  Mofcow,  and  in  other 
feminaries,  there  is  no  reafon  to  apprehend  the 
want  of  able  a6loTS. 

To  return  from  this  digreffion :  Alexander  Su- 
morokof, the  fon  of  Peter  Sumorokof,  a  Ruffian 
nobleman,  was  born  at  Mofcow,  on  the  l4th  of 
November,  1727  t*  ^^  received  the  iirft  rudi- 
ments of  learning  in  his  father's  houfe ;  where, 
befide  a  o-rammatical  knowledo-e  of  his  native 
tongue,  he  was  well  grounded  in  the  Latin 
language.  Being  removed  to  the  feminary  of 
the  Cadets  at  St.  Peterfburgh,  he  profecuted  his 
ftudies  with  unwearied  application,  and  gave 
early  proofs  of  his  genius  for  poetry.  Even  on 
holidays  he  would  retire  from  his  companions, 

•  Le Clerk,  p.  8i. 

t  This  account  of  Sumorokof  is  chiefly  taken  from  H  Kurzp 
Nach'icht  von  den  Leben  und  der  Schriften  des,  Alexander  Pe- 
trowitch  Sumorokof,"  in  Journ.St,  Pet.  for  17781 

TfV'ho 
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>vho  were  engaged  in  play,  and  devote  his  whole 
time  to  the  perufal  of  t?lie  Latin  and  French 
writers. 

The  firft  efforts  of  his  genius  were  lovc-fongs, 
whofe  tendcrncfs  and  hcanty  of  exprelTion,  till 
then  unknown  in  the  RulVian  tongue,  were  con- 
fidered  as  prognoftics  of  his  future  fame.  On 
quitting  the  feminary,  he  was  appointed  adju- 
tant, firft  to  count  Golovkin,  and  afterwards  to 
count  Razomofski;  and  being  patronized  by 
count  Ivan  Shuvalof,  was  introduced  by  that 
Maecenas  to  Elizabeth,  who  took  him  under  her 
protection.  About  the  29th  year  of  his  age,  an 
enthufiaflic  fondnefs  for  the  works  of  Racine, 
turned  his  genius  to  the  drama,  and  he  wrote 
the  tragedy  of  Koref,  which  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  Ruffian  theatre.  This  piece  was  firft 
a6led  by  fome  of  his  former  fchool-mates,  the 
cadets,  who  had  previoufly  exercifed  their  talents 
in  declamation,  and  in  acting  a  French  play, 
Elizabeth,  informed  of  this  new  phcenomenon 
in  the  theatrical  world,  ordered  the  tragedy  to 
be  exhibited  in  her  prcfence  upon  a  fmall  theatre 
of  the  court,  where  German,  Italian,  and  French 
plays  had  been  performed.  The  applaufe  and 
diftin6tion  ^^hich  the  author  received  on  this 
occafion,  encouraged  him  to  follow  the  bent  of 
his  genius;  and  he  produced  fucceffively  Ham- 
let, Aiiftona,  Sinaf  and  Truvor,  Zemira,  pjrpifa, 
s  4  VitUiclaf, 
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Vitllie^.af,  the  Faife  Demetrius,  and  Miciflaf. 
Nor  was  his  mufe  lefs  fertile  in  comedies,  which 
are,  Triflfotinus,  the  Judge,  the  Difpute  between 
the  Hulban  1  and  Wife,  the  Guardian,  tlie  Por- 
tion acquired  by  Fraud,  the  Envious  Man,  Tar- 
tuife,  the  Imaginary  Cuckold,  the  Mother  who 
rivals  her  Daughter,  the  Gofiip,  and  the  Three 
Rival  Brothers.  He  Avrote  alfo  the  operas  of 
Alceftes,  and  Cephalus  and  Procris  *. 

"SN'ith  refpect  to  his  tragedies,  Racine  was  his 
model;  and  his  Ruffian  biographer,  Nrho  feems  a 
competent  judge  of  his  merit,  allows,  that 
*'  though  ill  fome  inftances  he  attained  all  the 
excellence  of  the  French  poet,  yet  he  failed  in 
mary  others;  but  it  would  be  uncandid  to  infift 
on  fuch  defers  in  a  writer  who  lii-ft  introduced 
the  drama  among  his  countrymen.  The  French 
overlook  in  their  Corneille  ftill  greater  faults." 
''  His  comedies,  continues  the  fame  author, 
contain  much  humour;  but  I  do  not  imagine 
that  our  dramatic  writers  will  adopt  him  for  theij* 
model ;  for  he  frequently  excites  the  laughter  of 
the  fpecrator  at  the  cxpence  of  his  cooler  judg- 
ment f .     Xeverthelefs,  they  prefent    futticient 

paflagcs 

•  His  tragedies  are  vrritten  in  rhynie,  In  the  Alexandrine  verfey 
the  laine  as  t.^:e  French  heroic.     His  comedies  are  in  profe. 

t  "  Weil  es  auch  ein  Lacben  giebt,  nach  welchem  der  Zuf- 
fhauer  nSdit  wohl  mit  ikh  felbfi:  Zufirieden  ift  dafs  er  gclacht  hat." 

Literally, 
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paifages  to  prove,  that  he  would  have  attained  a 
greater  degree  of  excellence  in  this  line,  had  he 
paid  more  attention  to  paint  our  manners,  and 
follow  the  taftc  of  tlie  beft  foreign  writers." 

Befules  dramatic  writings,  Sumorokof  at- 
tempted every  fpecies  of  poetry,  excepting  the 
epic.  He  wrote  love-fongs,  idyls,  fables,  fatires, 
anacreontics,  elcgieSj  verfions  ofthePfalms,  and 
Pindaric  odes.  Superior'to  Lomonozof  *  in  the 
compofitions  of  the  drama,  he  was  inferior  tb 
him  in  Pindaric  writings.  "  Though  his  odes," 
adds  his  biographer, .  "  arc  diftingiiilhed  by  eafy 
flowof  verfih^ation,  harmony,  fottnefs,  and  grace; 
\iet  they  are  far  from  reaching  th't  elevtition  and 
fire  which  characterize  thofe  of  Lomouozof.  Thcfe 


Literally,  "  Since  he  occafions  a  laughter,  at  which  tlie  fpc£lator 
is  not  well  fatisfied  that  he  has  laughed."  Doe?  the  biographer 
Clean  by  this  pafTage,  that  the  wit  of  Sumorokof  U'as  often  too  fer- 
cical,  and  degenerated  into  a  low  fj>ecies  of  liumour  ?  If  fo,  lejt 
the  author  ahfwer  for  himielf.  In  a  letter  ro  Voltaire,  be  conipbins 
that  his  countrymen  had  begxin  to  adopt  that  wretch'^  ftfecles  <S£ 
compofition,  the  fentimental  pomedy,  inllead  of  the  nit  and  hu 
mour  of  Moliere ;  and  Voltaire  agreed  with  him,  in  the  following 
vvords  :  "  Je  foufcris  entierement  a  tout  ce  que  vous  dites  de  Mo- 
liere et  de  la  comedlc  Larmoyante,  qui  a  la  honte  de  la  nation  a 
fuccede  au  feul  vrai  genre  comique  poite  a  perfe<5tion  par  Tirumi- 
table  Moliere.     Bach.  RuiT.  Bib.  for  1778,  p.  153. 

*  There  was  an  unfortunate  rivalrj'  bttwtea  thefe  two  poets: 
each  wifhed  to  excel  in  the  other's  line,  and  ench  failed  in  the  at- 
tempt. The  account  of  this  rivalry  between  Lomonozof  and  Su- 
morokcf  might  add  another  article  for  the  author  of  Les  e^ucrelUs 
Litteraires. 

two 
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two  great  poets  had  each  their  peculiar  talents : 
the  one  dilp laved  all  the  raajefty,  ftrength,  and 
fublimity  of  the  Ruffian  tongue ;  the  other  all 
its  harmony,  foftnefs,  and  elegance.  The  elegies 
of  Sumorokof  are  full  of  tendernefs  :  his  idyls 
give  a  true  picture  of  the  paftoral  life,  in  all  the 
pleafingfimplicity  of  untutored  nature,  without 
defcending  to  vulgarity,  and  may  ferve  as  mo- 
dels in  this  fpecies  of  compofition,  in  all  things 
excepting  in  ftrid  morality.  His  fatires  are  the 
befi  in  the  Ruffian  language,  but  are  extremely 
unequal,  and  deferve  to  have  been  wrought  with 
more  plan  and  regularity.  In  writing  his  fables, 
his  pen  feems  to  have  been  guided  by  the  Mufes 
and  Graces  *  ;  and  I  do  not  hefitate,  if  not  to 
prefer  them,  at  leaft  to  compare  them  with  thofe 
of  Fontaine." 

Sumorokof  was  alfo  author  of  a  few  Ihort  and 
detached  hiftorical  pieces.  A  Chronicle  of  Mof- 
cow,  in  which  he  relates  the  origin  of  that  city, 
and  abridges  the  reigns  of  its  monarchs  from 
Ivan  Daniiovitch  to  Feodor  Alexievitch ;  hif- 
tory  of  the  firft  infurrection  of  the  Strelitz  in 

•  This  opinion  feems  to  be  general  -.  "  Mais  tous  les  applau- 
iifTements  fe  font  reunis  en  faveurde  ces  fables.  On  ne  pent  leur 
refufer  la  premiere  place  aprts  celles  de  La  Fontaine.  L'Eveique, 
Yol.  v.  p.  342. 

"  Scs  fables  peuvent  etre  comparees  a  ce  qu'on  a  fait  de  mieux 
ivii  ce  genre,  depuis  linimitable  La  Fontaine."     Le  Cicrc,  p.  77. 

1G82, 


(E.  8.  POETS.  267 

1682,  by  which  Ivan  was  appointed  joint  fove- 
reign  with  Peter  the  Great,  and  the  princels  So- 
phia regent;  an  account  of  Stenko  Razin's  re- 
bellion. His  ftyle  in  thefe  pieces  is  faid  to  be 
clear  and  pcrfpicuous,  but  two  flowery  and  poe- 
tical. 

Sumorokof  obtained  by  his  merit  the  favour 
and  protection  of  his  fovereign.  Elizabeth  gave 
him  the  rank  of  brigadier,  appointed  him  direc- 
tor of  the  Ruffian  tlieatre,  and  fettled  on  him  an 
annual  penfion  of  £. 400.  Catharine  created  him 
counfellor  of  ftatc,  conferred  on  him  the  order  of 
3t.  Anne,  and  honoured  him  with  many  inftances 
of  munificence  and  diftinftion  until  his  death, 
which  happened  at  Mofcow,  on  the  ift  of  Odo- 
ber  1777,  in  the  51  ft  year  of  his  age. 

"  With  refpecl  to  his  difpofition,"  fays  his 
biographer,  "  this  celebrated  poet  feems  to  have 
pofleiTed  a  good  and  amiable  heart ;  but  his  ex- 
treme fenfibility,  an  excellent  quality  in  a  poet 
when  tempered  with  philofophy,  occafioned  that 
fingularity  and  vehemence  of  chara6ler,  which 
gave  fo  much  trouble  and  uneafinefs  to  all  his 
ficquaintance,  but  particularly  to  himfelf.  He 
was  poHjte  and  condefcending  towards  thofe 
who  treated  him  with  refped;  but  haughty 
to  thofe  who  .behaved  to  him  with  pride. 
He  knew  no  deceit ;  he  was  a  true  friend, 
and  an  open  enemy,  and  could  neither  forget  an 
obligation  nor  an  injury.     Paffionate,  and  frc- 

qucntly 
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quentl}''  inconfiderate  in  his  purfiiits^  he  could 
not  brobk  the  leaft  oppofition,  and  reg-arded  the 
inofl;  trifling  circiimftaiice  as  the  greateft  evil. 
His  cxtraordinaiy  fame,  the  many  favonrs  con- 
ferred on  him  by  the  emprefs,  the  indulgence 
and  veneration  of  his  friends,  might  have  made 
him  extremely  fortunate,  if  he  had  underftood 
the  art  of  being  fo.  He  had  conceived  a  great, 
perhaps  too  great,  an  idea  of  the  character  and 
merits  of  a  true  poet;  and  could  not  endure  to 
fee  with  patience  this  noble  and  much-cftccmed 
art,  which  had  been  confecrated  by  Homer, 
Virgil,  and  other  great  miCn,  profaned  by  perfons 
withbut  judgment  or  abiHties,  Thefe  pretend- 
ers, he  would  fay,  iliock  the  public  with  their 
nonfenfe  in  rhyine.  And  clothe  their  monftrous 
conceptions  in  the  drefs  of  the  Mules.  The 
public  fccoil  from  them  with  difgu-fl  and  aver- 
fion ;  and,  deceived  by  their  appcaran'ce,  treat 
with  irreverence  thofe  children  of  heaven,  the 
true  Mufes."    ' 

The  examples  of  Lomonozof  and  Sumorokof 
have  tended  to  diflufe  a  fpirit  of  poetry,  and 
"a  tafte  for  polite' learning,-  aitiong  the  liuiTiafrs, 
and  they  are  fLicceeded''l)y 'a  tiuiTierous  band 
of  poets  *.  Of  th^f6  I '  Ihall  oAly  'mention  otie 
writer,  who  has  diftihgilifliedhimfdf  b}' cb'fnpof- 
ing  the  firft  epic'pbeitin  the  Ruffian  tOttgW  ^ ' 

*  Many  of  thefe  are  enumef-ated  by  Mr.  Le  Cleix,  Hill.  Mod. 
p.  73—98. 

iNIichael 
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Michael  Kheraikof,  a  perfon  of  a  noble  family, 
has  excelled  in  feveral  fpecies  of  compofition. 
His  M'orksare,  a  poem  on  the  Utility  of  Science, 
feveral  tragedies  and  comedies,  Pindaric  odes, 
Anacreontics,  fables,  idyls,  and  fatircs,  a  romance 
called  Ariadne  in  Thebes,  Numa  Pompilius,  a 
poem,  in  four  cantos,  in  honour  of  the  naval 
victory  over  the  Turks  at  the  battle  of  Tchefmc. 
But  thepiece  by  v/hich  he  has  acquired  the  grcat- 
cfl  fame,  is  an  epic  poem  in  twelve  cantos,  called 
the  PtossiADA,  -written  in  Iambic  meafurc  of  fix 
feet  in  rhyme.  Tlie  fubje6t  is  the  conqueft-of 
Cafan  by  Ivan  Vafiilievitch  II.  or,  as  the  author 
has  expreflfed  himfelf,  "  I  fmg  lluilia  delivered 
from  the  yoke  of  barbarians :  the  mi";ht  of  the 
Tartars  laid  low,  and  their  pride  humbled  :  I 
fing;  the  ftrifes  and  bloodv  contli^ls  of  ancient 
armies ;  Ruflia's  triumph,  and  Cafan 's  fubjec- 
tion."  This  work  is  greatly  admired  by  the  na- 
tives, and  may  juftly  be  confidered  as  forming 
an  epoch  in  the  hiliory  of  their  poetry.  The 
general  plan  feems  well  difpofed ;  the  events 
follow  each  other  in  a  ra{)id  but  orderly  fuccef- 
fion;  and  the  imagi^jatiun  of  the  reader  is  kept 
alive  by  frequent  fcenes  of  terror,  in  w  liich  the 
author  feems  to  excel.  The  fubje^t  is  extremely, 
interefting  to  the  Rulhans ;  and  tbc  poet  has  art- 
fully availed  himfelf  of  the  popular  belief,  by  ths 
introdu(^tion  of  faints  and  martyrs  for  the  ma- 

clijnerv 
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chinery  of  his  poem.  Le  Clerc  informs  us,  that 
this  poem,  while  it  contains  feveral  ftriking  paf- 
fages  of  great  beauty,  is  in  many  parts  deficient 
in  harmony ;  a  defeft,  he  adds,  which  the  author, 
by  retouching  and  correcting,  is  capable  of  re-, 
moving. 

Kherafkof  has  not  failed  of  acquiring  the  re- 
wards due  to  his  extraordinary  talents  ;  having 
been  fucceilively  appointed  vice-prefident  of  the 
college  of  mines,  counfellor  of  ftate,  and  curator 
of  the  univerfity  of  Mofcow. 

Lomonozof  is  a  rare,  and  perhaps  a  fln- 
gle  inftance  of  any  PiuflTian  of  low  degree,  not 
an  ccclefiaftic,  whf)  attained  to  great  eminence 
in  literature.  But  probably  fuch  examples 
will  foon  ceafe  to  be  uncommon ;  fince  the 
fchools,  inftitutcd  by  Catharine  in  every  province 
of  her  wide-extended  empire,  will  facilitate  the 
acquifition  of  learning  among  the  lower  clafs  of 
people  ;  fnice  the  zeal  for  inquiry  is  fpread  among 
the  natives,  and  honour  and  promotion  are  known 
by  experience  to  be  the  certain  attendants  on 
literary  acquifitions.  Indeed,  fuch  is  the  fpirit 
with  which  the  emprels  protects  and  encourages 
learning ;  that  fcarcely  any  work  of  merit  makes 
its  appearance,  for  which  the  author  does  not 
inftantly  receive  feme  mark  of  diftin6tioi:  cr 
liberality. 

To  fpread  atalle  of  literature  among  her  .u^- 

jedts, 
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*  See  RvlT.  ftib.  for  r"*:?,  p.  74. 
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je6ts,  Catharine  appointed,  in  1768,  a  committee 
to  order  and  fuperintend  tranflations  of  the  claf- 
fics,  and  the  beft  modern  authors,  into  the  Ruf- 
fian tongue  ;  and  allowed  ;^.1000  per  annum  to- 
wards defraying  the  expence  of  fuch  undertak- 


in2:s 


With 


*  The  following  is  a  lift  of  the  tranflations  which  had  made  their 
appearance  before  the  8th  of  July  1774  *  : 

Homer's  Batraychomyomachia ;  Charaflers  of  Theophraftus; 
^£!ian;  Herodian  ;  Diodorus  Sicuius ;  Terence;  Cicero  De  Fimbus\ 
Csefar's  Commentaries  ;  Three  Epiftles  of  Ovid;  his  Metamorphofes 
in  profe ;  Tacitus  de  Moribus  Germanorum ;  Paterculus ;  Valerius 
Maxim  us ;  Stritter's  Memoria  popular  urn  olim  ad  Danubium  incclcKtiutn 
e  Script.  Byzan.  Hiji.eruta\  MuUer's  Account  of  the  Antient  In- 
habitants of  Ruflia;  Gmelin's  Travels  through  Ruflla;  Pallas's 
Travels  through  Ruflla;  His  PruflTian  Majefty's  Treatife  on  the 
Reafon  for  making  and  repealing  Laws;  Montefquieu's  Confidera' 
tionsfur  la  grandeur  et  la  decadence  des  Romains  ;  his  Lyj'imaque,  Dia- 
logue de  Sylla  et  cfEucrate,  EJJ'ai  fur  le  Gout,  and  Temple  de  Gnide  j 
Dimfdale's  Treatife  on  Inoculation;  Chalotais  fur  l" Education ; 
Hiitory  and  Treatifes  of  the  Amfterdam  Society  for  Recover)'  of 
Drowned  Perfons ;  The  Ottoiii.in  Empire ;  Republic  of  RaguJa, 
Great  Britain,  Portugal,  Kingdom  of  Pi-uflla,  from  Bufching's 
Geography ;  Voltaire's  Candide ;  a  Dialogue  of  St.  Evremond  be- 
tween three  perfons  of  dift'erent  fentiraents ;  variousarticles  from  the 
Encyclopedic  ;  Jufti's  Foundation  of  the  Power  and  Happinefs  of 
States;  Calliere  dc  la  tnaniere de  negocier  nvec  les  jowcerains;  Rou{- 
feau's  Abridgement  of  St.  Pierre's  Frojet  d"u/:e  paix  ferpetuelle ;  St. 
Reaps  Confpiration  des  Efpagnols  centre  la  Repubhque  de  Vtnife  ;  Ver- 
toV s  Renjolutiotu  Romaines;  Mably's  Hijioire  Grecque .,  Chinefe  Re^ 
fleftions  from  the  Manflnir  tongue  ;  The  Vifible  World ;  Lambert's 
Traiie'de  VAmitie]  Ta.iio'' ^  Jerufaltmme  Liberata;  Gulliver's  Tra- 
vtb  j  Jofeph  Andrews ;  Jonathan  Wild  the   Great ;  Amelia ;  of 

the 

•  See  Rwir.  ftib.  far  TT75,  p.  -4, 


fi72  T  R  A  \'  E  L  S    IN    RUSSIA.  B.  5i 

With  refpe^l  to  claffical  literature ;  the  Greek 
language  is  yet  tauj^Ut  in  few  fchools,  is  fcarce- 
ly  known  to  tlie  laity,  and  is  a  rare  qualification 
even  among  the  regular  clergy.  Latin  ii>  more 
common,  being  umlerltood  l>y  many  of  the  cler- 
gy, and  not  mifrequerttly  cultivated  by  perfong 
of  improved  education.  I\Iany  of  the  clalTics 
liave  been  tranflated  bv  natives  into  the  Ruffian 


the  Ventriloqulfts ;  Gellert's  Betfch^^efter;  th*  Art  of  being  po- 
lite ;  Letters  upon  feveral  Phyfical  and  Phiiofophical  Subjefts  j 
Macquer's  Chyraiftry  j  the  Duty  of  an  Otficer;  Dictionary  of  tlie 
French  Academy ;  on  the  advantage  of  inftructing  Youth  in  Claf- 
lical  Literature;  Roilin's  Belles  Lettres;  Bell's  Journey  throughr 
Ruffia. 

Thisliil  mentions  83  books,  the  tranflations  whereof  were  in  the 
prefs;  78,  of  which  tranflatiorrs  \*'ere  making;  and  63,  which  the 
committee  propoied  to  be  trantbted. 

I  have  received  an  account  of  the  foUowing  tranflations,  which 
have  been  fince  made  -. 

Henrin.le;  D'lable  Bo'iteux ;  Gellert's  Works ;  Anderfon's  Hifto- 
ry  of  Commerce;  Robertfon's  Hiftorj'  of  Charles  V.  from  the  French 
tranflation  ;  Pallas  Samhtn^en  Mon^olifcken  Volktrjibaften-^  Engliftt 
Grammar;  Homer's  Iliad ;  Virgirs  M\\€\A-^  lucian's  Dialogu^sj 
Milton's  Paradife  Loft;  Coyer's  Hijicire  de  J.  Sobiejhi;  Montef- 
quieu's  Efprit  des  Loix ;  Mallet's  Hiji.  de  Dannemarc  ,  HiJI.  General^ 
de  Voyages ;  Virgil's  Eclognes  and  Georgics;  Cictro  de  Natura  Deo- 
rum;  Plato's  Works;  Hefiod ;  Coxe's  Ruffian  Difcoveries;  Les 
incas  de  Marmmiel;  Bielfic-Id's  Political  Inftitutions  ;  H\fi.  de  la 
Maifcn  dc  Brandtnburgl ;  yuTnilns.-ie  SuOy  ;  Blackllone's  Commen- 
taries ;  H'rt.  Aug.  Script.  Sex  ;  Pope's  Eflay  on  Man ;  Locke  on 
Education;  LIvy;  feveral  Epiiiles  and  Odes  of  Horace ;  Young's 
Six  weeks  Tour,  tranflated  by  particular  order  of  the  emprefs,  for 
the  purpofe  cf  difFufin j  the  knotrledge  of  pniftical  agriciilture,  &c. 

tongue ' 
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tongue ;  feveral  editions  of  the  moft  approved 
Greek  and  Roman  authors  have  been  pubhllied 
at  Mofcow  and  Peterlburgh ;  but  the  editors 
have  been  chietly  foreii^ners,  encouraged  to  tliis 
attempt  by  the  patronage  of  the  Ruffian  nobles, 
who  are  not  deficient  in  anticnt  hterature,  and 
excited  by  the  opening  genius  of  the  nation. 
Among  the  natives,  who  have  rendered  tliem- 
felves  illuftrious  in  tliis  branch  of  knowledge, 
I  muft  not  omit  Plato,  archbifliop  of  Mofcow, 
who  is  highly  eminent  for  clallical  learning; 
and,  among  the  naturalized  foreigners,  Eugenius 
archbifliop  of  Slavenfli  and  Kherfon,  who,  in  thg 
true  fpirit  of  the  original,  has  tranflated  into 
Greek  hexameters  the  Eclogues  and  Georgics 
of  Virgil ;  a  work  printed  in  folio,  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  prince  Potcmkin,  and  exhibiting  a  mag- 
nificent fpecimcn  of  typography. 


VOL.    III. 


BOOK     VI. 

CHAP.    I. 
Population  and  revenues  of  the  Rudian  empire.— Paper  currencyr 

nr^HE  population  of  the   Piuflian  dominions 
-*-     may  be  eftimated  from  the  table  of  the 
poll-tax  affelfed  in  17S'2. 

Government  of  ]Mofcow      -       .      -  440,359 

St.  Peterfbiirgh  -  283,295 

>Vibuigh       -      -       -  88,128 

Tver       -        -  -  446,321 

Novogoiod      -      -  269,320 

Pfkof        -       -  -  288,125 

Smolenfko       -  -  445,25  7 

INIohilef      -      -      -  331,033 

Polotzk     -      -  -  311,462- 

Orel         -         .  -  462,520 

Kurlk       -       -  -  458,830 

Karkof       -      -  -  392,944 

Voronetz        -  -  394,934 

Tambof       -       -      -  438,025 

Refan       -       -  -  434,679 

Toola        -        -  -  418,927 

Kaloogha        -  -  384,423 

Yai'oflaf    -       -  -  370,961 
Government 
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Government  of  Vologda      -     - 

- 

340,386 

Volodimir 

- 

433,820 

Koftroma 

- 

596,  e69 

Niihnic-Novogorod 

398,317 

Viatka 

- 

407,950 

Perm 

- 

373,252 

Tobolfk      -       - 

- 

166,225 

Kolyvan 

- 

39,297 

Irkutsk      -      - 

- 

123,232 

Ufa        - 

- 

177,798 

Simbirfk 

- 

361,159 

Kafan 

- 

373,354 

Penfa       -       -    . 

- 

318,076 

Saiatof 

- 

282,817 

Aftrachan 

- 

23,776 

Afof        - 

- 

177,849 

New  Ruffia 

- 

210,539 

Kiof 

- 

387,792 

Tchernipjhof 

- 

368,099 

Novogorod  Sieverfki 

365,541 

Kiga 

- 

263,525 

Revel       - 

- 

99,564 

Sum  total  of  peafants  paying 
the  Poll-tax 

!■ 

2,757,180 

By  doubling  this  number  for  the  females,  we 

have  for  the  peafants,  male  and  female,  in  the 

whole  Ruffian  empire      -       -       S5,5 14, 360 

T  S  To 
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To  this  we  iiuift  add  nobles 
Clergy  and  their  families 
IMercliants  and  families 
Natives  of  Crim  Tartary  and  the 

Kuban         -         -         .  - 

Wandering  hoi'des  of  Sibera 


23,514,360 
200,000 
120,000 
250,000 

80,000 
600,000 


} 


26,764,360 


And  the  total  population  of  the 
Ruilian  empire  -svill,  accord- 
ing   to   this   calculation,  be 

A  number,  however  large,  greatly  difproportion- 

ed  to  the  extent  of  the  empire  *. 

The 

*  This  eftimation  of  population  in  Ruflia  was,  in  1785,  fuffici- 
ently  exa6l,  and  confidered  lb  by  the  laft  ftatiftical  writer  in  RulFia, 
who  adopted  the  general  ftatement  from  my  account ;  fince  that 
period  a  great  acceffion  of  fubjefts  has  been  gained  by  the  territo- 
rial acquilitions,  and  fome  increafe  of  the  population  from  natural 
caufes. 

Population  in  the  new  Acquifitions : 
Diftrift  ofOtchakof,  1791  -  -  .  40,000 

By  fecond  partition  of  Poland,  1793  -  -         3,745,000 

By  the  conqueft-c:  Poknd,  1795  -  -  1,407,000 

Courland  -  .  o  -  -  387,000 


Probable  addition  by  the  excefs  of  the  births  over 
tiie  deaths,  in  the  whole  empire,  for  1 5  years 

Population  ini784 

Population  in  1800  .  .  -  - 


5,579,000 

1,500,000 

7,079,000 
26,784,360 

33,863,360 


Storch, 
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The  revenues  of  riurrm,  bcfjcU-.s  tlic  inipofts 
paid  by  the  Uknuiie,  and  by  the  provinces  con- 
quered from  Sweden,  chieil}'  arifc  from  the  poll- 
tax;  the  duties  of  import  and  export;  tlie  ex- 
cife  upon  fait;  tlie  croM-n  and  cliurch  lands;  the 
profits  of  the  mint;  and  tlie  file  of  fpirituoiis 
liquors,  and  a  few  other  articles. 

The  poll-tax  was  introduced  iu  1721  by  Peter  I.;  and,  at  tlie 
acceffion  of  Catharine  II.  was  exacted  from  all  j>er '^ns,  except- 
ing the  nobles  and  gentry,  clergy,  navy,  army,  the  Colacs,  the 
inhabitants  of  the   Ukraine  and  Conquered  Provinc.-s.    All  who 

were 


Storch,  in  his  Hiftorical  Account  of  the  Rufllan  empire,  eltiniatcs 
the  population  at  36,152,000,  in  1797.  But  he  feems,  to  have  ex- 
aggerated the  number,  by  allowing  an  incri-afe  of  2c-o,ooo  a  ve.ii', 
and  putting,  therefore,  theincreafe  during  ten  years  at  3,ooOjOCO. 

Mr.  Tooke,  in  the   fecond  edition   of  his  view  of  the  Ruilian 
empire,    greatly    exaggerates    the   population,    by     fixing    it   at 
40,000,000.     He  grounds  his  calculation  on  the  taljles  of  births 
and  deaths  given  jn  t  e  Hamburgh  Politifches  Journal,  and  pro- 
ceeds on  the  principle,  that  only  one  neifon  in  cS  dies  annually. 
This  calculation  is  erroneous,  on  two  accounts:  i\\l\,  the  lift  of 
births  and  deaths  is  not  accurate;  it  biding  a  well  known  faft,  that 
the  number  of  deaths  was  diminiflied,  ami  of  the  births  au<iment- 
ed,  t^  gratify  the  fovereign  with  an  idea,  tl:at  the  population  was 
rapidly  increafing.     A  itriking  exami)le  occurred  during  my  firlt 
Journey  to  Peterfburgh :  oqly  a  few  of  the  numbers  who  pcri/hcd 
i;i  confequenceof  the  cold  or  intoxication  at  the  fete  mentioned  in 
p.  227,  were  included  in  the  bills  of  mortality.     Secondly,  when 
the  prevalence  of  thofe  diieafes  which  Mr.  Tooke  himfelf  enume- 
rates, and   the  number  of  cafualties  in   Rullia,  are  confidered,  it 
will  appear  to  any  perfon  in  ti.e  leal  accuftou.e  1  to  fuch  kinds  of 
calculation,  that  the  annual  mortality  mull  be  more  than  one  iij 
fifty-eight. 
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were  liable  to  this  tax  were  rated  in  different  proportions,  as  they 
were  merchants,  burghers,  or  peafants.  By  the  manifefto  of  1775, 
promulgated  after  the  conclufion  of  the  Turkifh  war,  the  mer- 
chants were  exempted  from  this  tax;  and  it  now  includes  only  the 
burghers  and  peafants. 

Every  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  the  number  of  inhabitants  through- 
out the  empire  is  ufually  taken;  and,  in  each  diftrift  fubjeft  to  the 
poll  tax,  all  males,  infants  as  well  as  adults,  under  the  dtfcription  of 
a  burgher  or  peafant,  are  affeffed  * ;  from  that  period  the  fame  af- 
fefTment  is  regularly  paid  till  the  next  revifion,  whether  the  popula- 
tion of  that  diftridl  increaics  or  diminifhes;  in  the  latter  cafe,  the 
inhabitants  ra-  landholders  are  bound  to  fupply  the  deficiency ;  in 
the  former,  the  tax  is  not  augmented,  and  of  courfe  falls  much 
eafier  upon  a  larger  number  of  perfons.  The  landholders  are  an- 
fwerable  for  the  poll-tax  of  their  peafants. 

By  a  late  imperial  edift,  the  poll-tax  was  extended  over  the  Uk- 
raine and  Conquered  Provinces;  and  the  other  taxes  paid  by  the 
peafants  were  abolifhed.     This  alteration  has  gfreatly  increafed  the 

public 

*  It  is  no  eafy  matter  to  convey  a  clear  notion  of  this  tax,"  as 
well  from  the  complicated  method  of  impofing  it,  as  from  the  dif- 
ferent changes  which  are  occafionally  made  in  the  mode  of  afleff- 
ment. — A  burgher  pays  ufually  4/.  gd.  per  annum;  a  peafant  of 
the  crown,  in  fome  inltances,  8i.;  in  others,  4J.  4f</. ;  a  peafant  of 
an  individual,  2 J.  gd. — Every  perfon  exercifing  the  trade  of  a  tay- 
lor,  fmith,  flioeraaker,  mafon,  or  any  fimilar  handicraft  trade,  and 
who  enrols  himfelf  in  the  company  of  any  town,  pays  annually, 
befide  the  poll-tax,  2s.  Every  peafant  who  quits  his  village,  to 
trade  at  Peteriburgh,  Mofcow,  or  elfewhere,  pays  5  d.  to  the  crown 
for  his  paflport,  Thefe,  and  many  other  fimilar  taxes,  are  all 
ranged  under  the  poll-tax.  The  dilTenters,  or  old  believers  in  the. 
Ruffian  church,  pay  double  poll-tax.  Some  burghers  and  peafants, 
fuch  as  the  yamfhics,  who  find  poft-horfts,  and  others,  are  exempted 
from  the  poll-tax;  others  pay  it  in  labour;  ibme  in  furs,  &c.  I 
found  it  impofllble  to  give  equal  attention  to  every  objecl ;  and  I 
frankly  own,  that  amidft  the  variety  of  intelligence  which  I  pro- 
cured in  Ruffia,  I  do  not  perfectly  comprehend  each  mode  of  af- 
felfment  in  the  poll-tax. 
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public  revenue,  and  the  poll-tax  is  confiderabiy  more  produdive. 
Computing  the  average  tax  paid  by  each  peaHuit  at  a  rouble  and 
a  quarter,  tlie  poll-tax  amounts  to  15,435,000  roubles,  or  nearly- 
double  its  former  produce. 

The  cuftoms,  or  average  duties  on  exports  and  imports,  amount 
to  5,000,000  rcubles. 

The  excife  upon  fait,  which  is  ap^^priated  to  the  emprefs's 
privy  purfe,  produces,  on  an  average,  2,000,000.  Her  majefty  has 
twice  diminifhed  the  price  of  fait  nearly  30  percent. 

The  mines  (See  chap.  6.  of  this  Book.)  :;nd  coinage,  and  duties 
upon  iron  at  the  forge,  yield  3,395,910,  exclufive  of  the  profits 
from  the  coinage  of  gold  and  filver  imported  into  Ruflia. 

The  church-lands,  which  are  now  annexed  to  the  crown,  produce 
about  2,000,000:  part  of  this  money  is  allotted  for  the  falaries  of 
the  archbifliops,  biihops,  and  regular  clergy,  for  the  maintenance  of 
tlie  fevcral  monafteries,  and  for  the  penfions  of  officers  and  foldiers 
difmiffed  from  the  fervice.  The  remainder,  which  belongs  to  the 
privy  purfe,  amounts  to  about  300,000  roubles. 

The  fale  of  fpirituous  liquors  forms  at  prefent  nearly  one-third 
of  the  Ruffian  revenue.  In  eveiy  part  of  the  empire,  excepting 
the  Ukraine  and  the  Conquered  Provinces,  the  crown  alone  has  the 
privilege  of  felling  fpirituous  liquors.  This  branch  of  finance 
yields  10,000,0000. 

RECAPITULATIOK. 

Roubles* 

Poll-tax         ,-_-----  15,435,000 

Cuftoms        ---p--.-  5,opo,ooo 

Salt       - -  2,000,000 

Gold  and  fi'yer  from  the  mines,  profits  of  the  coinage, 

and  duty  on  iron  at  the  forge       -         -         -         -  3>395>9I0 

Farm  of  fpirituous  liquors     -        -         -         t         -  10,000,000 

Church  lands         -------  2>ooo,00O 

Duties  on  fales  of  lands  and  houfes,  ftamped  paper, 
on  mills,  horfes,  baths,  fliops,  poft-ofiice,  and  other 

duties  omitjed  .,..-.  4,000,000 

Roubles      -      41,330,910 
T  4  Or, 
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Or,  eftiraatirig  the  rouble  at  3  j.  4c/,   .   .   .   .  st  £.  6,97l;8i8*. 

As  the  gradual  increafe  of  civilization  in  the 
Ruffian  empire  has  been  followed  by  a  propor- 
tional increafe  of  the  revenue.  At  the  acceffion 
of  Peter  the  Great,  it  amounted  to  j^.  1,000,000; 
at  his  death  to  j^.  1,600,000  ;  Elizabeth  raifed  it 
to  ;^. 3,600, 000;  when  Catharine  afcended  the 
throne,  it  produced  ^^.4, 400, 000;  now  yields 
near  ;^. 7, 000,000;  and  is  ftill  in  an  increafmg 
ftate.  This  fum  is  futhcient  for  the  peace-eftab- 
lifliment.  Of  this  revenue,  the  expences  of  the 
army  and  navy  amount  to  about  ;^. 3, 176,000; 
thofe  of  the  civil  eftablilliment  to  ;^. 2,972,485; 
and  the  remainder,  or  ^T. 300,000,  is  appropriated 
to  the  privy  purfe  of  the  empreft.  But  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  how  ihe  is  able  to  maintain 
the  magnificence  of  her  court;  the  number  of 
public  inftitutions;  the  numerous  buildings  f 
continually  erecting  at  her  expence;  the  libe- 
rality v^ith  which  ihe  encourages  the  arts  and 
fciences;'  thepurchafes  which  "ffie  is  continually 

*  Such  was  the  general  ftate  of  the  revemie  in  1784.  Since  this 
period  it  has  been  augmented  by  an  increafe  of  territory,  as  well  as 
by  the  improvement  of  commerce,  and  other  national  benefits. 
According  to  Mr.Tooke,  the  lateft  author  who  has  written  on  the 
fubjeft,  the  revenue  exceeds  41,000,000  roubles.  See  his  ftatement, 
which  feems  to  be  accurate.  View  of  the  Ruffian  empire,  vol.  2. 
p.  326.  Book*".  fe£t.  1.  ' 

t  In  time  of  peace,  her  majefty  allots  at  leaft  £.200,OCX}  per  ann. 
for  the  purpofe  of  building, 

making 
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makino*  in  every  country  in  Europe,  and  the 
imnienfe  .donations  which  flie  confers  upon  the 
moil  favoured  of  her  fuhjeets. 

The  revenues  of  RuUia  may  be  confideral)ly 
augmented  in  cafe  of  emergency,  by  the  increafe 
of  the  poll-tax,  and  the  addition  of  new  impofis. 
It  fliouldalfo  be  obferved,  that  in  1775  the  era- 
prefs  remitted  fifty-feven  taxes,  and  ten  in  tlie 
following  year. 

,  The  great  fupport  of  the  laft  Avar  was  a  new 
bank,  called  the  Bank  of  Aflignation,  which  was 
eftabliilied  during  the  hoftilities  againft  the 
Turks.  AVhen  copper-money  couki  not  be 
■coined  with  fufhcieut  expedition  to  anfwer  the 
neceihtics  of  the  fuite,  bank  notes,  to  the  value 
of  5Q,  75*,  and  100  roubles,  in  copper,  Avere 
iffued.  Thcfe  notes  are  changed  at  the  bank  in 
Peterlburgh  and  Mofcow.  The  former,  which 
I  vifited,  is  a  brick  building,  containing  fc- 
vcral  vaulted  rooms,  each  capable  of  holding 
;f. 400,000  of  copper  coin  in  bags,  piled  one 
above  another;  in  fome  the  money  was  already 
placed,  and  tlie  others  were  preparing  for  the  re- 
ception, of  the  remainder.  Since  1784  the  old 
bank  notes  were  called  in,  and  a  new  ifllie  made 
to    the   acknowledged   amount  of  100,000,000 

*  Soon  after  the  inftitution  of  this  bank,  fome  notes  of  75 
roubles  being  forged,  thoft  bearing  that  value  were  called  in  and 
deflroyed. 

roubles. 
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roubles,  in  notes  of  five,  ten,  fifteen,  twenty-five, 
and  one  hundred  roubles.  On  the  firft  appear- 
ance of  this  paper,  it  was  received,  particularly 
in  the  remote  parts  of  the  empire,  not  Avithont 
difficulty,  and  the  difcount  againfl  it  was  com- 
monly about  3f ,  and  in  fome  places  even  6  per 
cent.  The  obvious  advantages,  however,  over 
copper  money,  foon  recommended  it  to  general 
ufe;  and  it  was  found  fo  beneficial  to  com- 
merce, that  in  1779  the  difcount  in  favour  of 
filver  fpecie  was  only  one  per  cent,  and  it  bore 
a  premium  of  one  and  an  half  per  cent,  over 
copper  money.  But  fo  large  a  quantity  was 
circulated,  and  the  loans  to  government  fo  low^. 
ered  the  credit  of  the  flate,  that  in  1790  the  dif- 
count againft  the  paper  currency  was  near  ?0 
ppr  cent, 
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CHAP,    2. 


Admiralty. — Expedition  to  Cronftadt. — The  harbours  and  dock?, 
^Ruffian  navy.-r-On  Ruflia.-^General  obfei-vations  on  the  Riif- 
iian  ahny. 

nr^HE  Admiralty*,  which  ftands  on  the  foutU 
■*•  bank  of  the  Neva,  oppofite  the  toitrcfs  of 
Peterfburgh,  was  built  by  Peter  the  Great,  and 
is  a  large  brick  building,  furrounded  M'ith  a  ram- 
part and  ditch:  it  is  the  great  receptacle  for 
ihips'  ftorcs,  and  contains  magazines  of  cordage, 
fails,  mafts,  anchors,  which  are  fent  to  Cron- 
ftadt for  the  e(iuipment  of  the  fleet.  A  large 
area,  between  the  front  of  the  building  and  the 
Neva,  is  appropriated  for  the  conftru6tion  of 
vclTels:  when  I  was  at  Peterfburgh,  five  men  of 
war  and  two  frigates  were  upon  the  ftocks  f  . 

Cronftadt,  the  jjrincipal  Itation  of  the  Ruffian 
navy,  is  fituatetl   on  the   idand  Uctufari,  in  the 

*  I  am  informed  that  the  Admiralty  is  intended  to  be  removed 
to  Cronftadt. 

f  The  men  of  war  vrhich  are  framed  in  this  dock  are,  in  their 
paflage  to  Cronftadt,  lifted  over  the  bar  by  means  of  camels:  thefe 
machines  were  originally  invented  by  the  celebrated  De  Witt,  for 
the  purpofe  of  conveying  large  vefiels  from  Amllerdam  over  the 
Pampus;  and  were  introduced  into  Ruffia  by  Peter  the  Great,  who 
obtained  a  model  of  them  in  Holland, 

Gulf 
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Gulf  of  Finland,  and  was  founded  by  Peter  the 
Great,  as  being  provided  with  the  fafeft  harbour 
in  thefe  parts,  and  forming  a  frong  bulwark  for 
the  defence  of  the  new  metropolis.  The  only 
paiTage  by  which  fliips  of  burden  can  approach 
Peterfljurgh,  lies  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Retufari, 
through  a  narrow  channel ;  commanded  on  one 
fide  by  Cronftadt,  and  on  the  other  by  Cronflot 
and  the  citadel. 

Cronilot,  which  (lands  on  a  fmall  fandy  iflandy 
is  a  circular  wooden  building,  furrounded  with 
fortilications  of  wood,  and  isgarrifoned  with  an 
hundred  men.  The  citadel  is  another  fmall 
wooden  fortrefs,  raifed  alfo  upon  an  adjacent 
fand-bank,  and  capable  of  holding  about  thirty 
foldiers:  all  large  veffels  muft  pafs  between  Cron- 
ftadt and  thefe  two  fortreffes,  expofed  to  the 
lire  of  the  oppofite  batteries;  for  the  other  parts 
of  the  gulf  are  only  from  one  to  eleven  feet  in 
depth.  Thefe  fortifications  were,  at 'the  time  of 
their  confiru6tion,  efteemed  places  of  confider- 
able  ftrength;  but  now  derive  their  confequencc 
more  from  paft  importance,  than  from  any  re- 
fiftance  they  could  make  againlt  the  attack  of  g. 
powerful  fleet. 

The  illand  Retufari  is  a  long  flip  of  land,  or 
rather  land;  through  the  midft  of  which  runs  a 
ridge  of  granite.  It  is  20  miles  from  Peterf- 
burgh  by  water,  four  from  the  Hiore  of  Ingria, 

nine 
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nine  from  the  coaft  of  Carelia,  and  ten  miles  in 
circumference.  It  was  ovcrfpread  with  firs  and 
pines  wlien  Peter  conquered  it  from  the  Swedes, 
but  nov/  contains  30,000  inliubitants,  inchidinor 
12,000  failors  and  a  garrifonof  l, .500  men.  The 
ifland  affords  a  iinall  quantity  of  pafture,  pro- 
duces vegetajjles,  and  a  few  fruits,  fuch  as  apples, 
currants,  goofeberries,  and  ftrawberries,  which 
thrive  in  this  northern  cHmate. 

Cronftadt  is  built  upon  the  fouth-eaftcm  ex- 
tremity of  the  illand,  and  defended  towards  the 
lea  by  v/ooden  piers  *  j)roje(?ting  into  the  water, 
and  towards  the  land  by  ramparts  and  baftions. 
It  is  a.  ftraggling  place,  and  occupies,  like  all 
the  lluflian  towns,  a  larger  fpace  of  ground  than 
the  number  of  habitations  feems  to  require :  the 
houfes  are  moftly  of  avooiI,  excepting  a  i't^w 
fronting  the  harbour,  which  are  of  brick  ftuc- 
coed  white ;  among  thcfe  are  the  imperial  hof- 
pital  for  failors,  the  barracks,  and  the  marine 
academy,  which  contained,  in  1778,  three  hun- 
dred and  feventy  cadets,  who  are  maintained, 
and  taught  at  the  expence  of  the  crown:  they 
are  admitted  at  the  age  of  five,  and  remain  until 
feventeen.  They  learn  accounts,  mathematics, 
drawing,  fortification,  and  navigation,  and  have 

• 

•  In  1784  Cronftadt  was  fortifying  with  ftone  piers.    The  efti- 
mate  was  7,000,000  roubles, 

mafters 
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mafters  in  the  French,  German,  Engliili,  and 
Swediili  languages.  They  are  trained  to  naval 
tallies,  and  make  an  annual  cruize  as  far  as 
Revel. 

Cronftadt  has  a  haven  appropriated  to  ihips  of 
war,  and  another  to  merchant  velfels.  The  men 
of  Avar's  haven  contained  twenty  fhips  of  the 
L*ne,  and  nine  frigates,  which  were  difmafted, 
A\'ith  their  guns  and  tackle  on  fliore.  The  Eze- 
kiel  of  80  guns,  efteemed  the  fineft  ihip  in  the 
naA'y,  was  huilt  under  the  infpeftiun  of  admiral 
Knowles,  and  carries  800  men. 

Clofe  to  the  haven  for  merchant  Ihips  is  a 
canal  and  feveral  dry  docks,  begun  in  1719,  for 
the  purpofe  of  refitting  the  men  of  war ;  this 
ufeful  work  was  neglected  under  the  fucceffors 
of  Peter,  and  not  completed  until  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth:  it  has  been  ftill  further  improved  by 
Catharine,  and  is  now  applied  for  building 
as  well  as  careening  Ihips  of  the  line.  At  the 
extremity  of  thefe  docks  is  a  great  refervoir, 
563  feet  in  length,  containing  water  fufficient 
to  fupply  all  the  docks,  Avhich  is  pumped  out 
by  means  of  a  fire  engine,  the  diameter  of 
whofe  cylinder  is  fix  feet.  The  length  of  this 
V'ork,  from  the  beginning  of  the  canal,  to  the 
end  of  the  lafii-dock,  is  4,'22i  feet.  Tne  fides  of 
the  docks  are  faced  with  ftone,  and  the  bottom 
paved  with  granite;  they  are  40  feet  deep,  105 
2  broad, 


C.  2.  C    R    O    N    S    T    A    D    T.  28  7 

broad,  and  capable  of  containing  nine  men  of 
war  on  the  flocks. 

Nothing  can  convey  a  higher  idea  of  the 
vaft  and  perfevering  genius  of  Peter  the  Great, 
than  the  fituation  in  which  lie  found  the  Ruflian 
navy,  and  the  ftate  in  which  he  left  it.  Though 
in  the  beginning  of  his  reign  he  did  not  poflefs 
a  man  of  M'ar,  yet  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years 
he  equipped  a  fleet  of  fifty  fail  of  the  line, 
which  rode  miibefs  of  the  Baltic.  Under  his 
fucceflbrs  the  Ruffian  navy  was  greatly  neg- 
lected, and  was  in  fo  bad  a  condition  at  the 
acceflion  pf  Catharine,  that  flie  almoft  equalled 
her  great  predeceflbr  in  the  creation  of  a  new 
fleet:  flic  invited  Englifli  captains  and  fldp- 
builders  into  Ruifia,  particularly  admiral  Knowles, 
who  was  remarkable  for  his  fkill  in  naval  ar- 
chitecture. Under  her  aufpiccs  Europe  lately 
beheld  with  aftonifliment  the  Rulfian  flag  dif- 
played  in  the  Archipelago,  and  the  Turkifli 
fleet  annihilated  at  Tchefme  by  a  fquadron  from 
the  North  *. 

RufKia  produces  every  article  necelfary  for  the 
conftrudion  and  equipment  of  fliij)s,  which  are 
built  chiefly  at  Cronftadt,  Pcterfburgh,  and 
Archangel:  thofe  conftru6ted  at  Cronftadt  and 

*  since  the  acquifition  of  Crim  Tartary,  and  the  other  conquef's 
from  Turkey,  {hips  arc  now  built  at  Kerfon  and  in  the  harbours  of 
Taurida, 

at 
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at  Peterll)urgb  are  made  with  oak ;  thofe  front 
Archangel  with  larch-wood.  For  the  fupply  of 
the  dock-yards  at  Peterlhurgli  and  Cronftadt, 
the  oak  is  fcnt  from  the  province  of  Cafan ;  the 
Ukraine  and  the  government  of  JViofcow  lupply 
the  hemp ;  the  mails  are  procured  from  the  val^ 
tra(5ls  of  foreft  between  Novogorod  and  the 
Gulf  of  Finland,  or  furnifhed  by  the  provinces 
difmembered  from  Poland.  Pitch  and  tar  ar^ 
obtained  from  Wiburgh.  ]\Ianufaftories  of 
cordage  and  fail-cloths  are  eftabliflied  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  empire;  and  the  magazines 
of  Peterfburgh  and  Archangel  are  always  plen- 
tifully ftored  with  large  quantities  of  both  thofe 
articles. 

The  navy   of  Ruffia,   in  the  ports  *  of  the 

Baltic 


«  As  I  could  not  obtain  an  cxaft  account  of  the  Ruffian  fliipa 
in  the  Black  Sea,  I  have  chofen  to  be  filent  on  that  head;  I  fliall 
only  obferve,  that  feveral  men  of  war  and  frigates  were  building 
at  St.  Demetri,  Taiu-of,  and  Klierfon.  According  to  Mr.  Tooke,  in 
1796  the  Ruffian  fleet  at  Sebaftapol,  the  principal  harbour  of  Tauri- 
da, or  Crim  Tartary,  confifted  of  1 1  fliips  of  the  line,  and  8  frigates- 
View  of  the  Ruffian  Empire,  Book  6.  i'eQ.  2.  The  reader  will  find 
in  the  Voyage  de  deux  Francois,  &:c.  Vol.  IV.  ch.  11.  lifts  of  the 
Ruffian  fleet  in  1779,  1786,  and  1791.  The  number  of  the  firftdif- 
fers  little  from  that  which  I  have  given,  and  which  is  inferted  in  the 
appendix.  In  1786  the  ihips  of  the  line  amounted  to  41,  and  zS 
frigates.  In  1791  the  whole  navy,  including  (hips  on  the  ftocks, 
amounted  to  8  of  1 10  guns,  22  of  74,  and  20  of  66;  27  frigates,  4. 
bomb  vefTels,  2  prames,  17  cutters,  and  4  fijefhips,  befides  gallies, 

and 
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Baltic  and  Archangel,  c'onfifted,  iii  177S,  of  33 
Ihips  of  the  line,  15  frigates,  4  prames,  and  109 
gallies*.  li  io   ,-\  fr>;.i,. 

Of  this  number  about  28  (hips  of  the  line 
and  ten  frigates,  including  thofe  built  with 
larch-wood,  were  fit  for  immediate  fervice.  In 
cafe,  however,  of  rieceffity  or  danger,  Riiflia 
producing  all  the  necelTary  materials,  her  navy 
might  foon  be  confiderably  increafed,  of  which 
I  have  given  a  remarkable  inftance  on  a  former 
occafion  t-  But  though  RuiTia,  fmce  the  be- 
ginning of  this  century,  has  made  furprifmg  ex- 
ertions in  the  marine,  and  rapidly  become  more 
po\y^erful  at  fea  than  the  neighbouring  kingdoms 
in  the  North  ;  yet,  in  naval  afllairs,  Hie  mud  be 
confidered  ftill  in  her  infancy,  being  principally 
indebted  to  the  Englilh,  as  well  for  the  conftruc- 
tion  of  ha'  lliips,  as.  for  mailoeuvriiig  and  dif- 
ciplining  her  fleet.  Many  circumi^ances  indeed 
concur  in  retarding  the  prOgrefs  of  her  maritime 
Hrength:  i.  The  want  of  ports  in  the  Ocean; 
2.  The  fmall  ejctent  of  her  fea-coafl,  and  that 
obftruded  by  ice;  3.  A  deficiency  of  experi-. 
enced  feamen. 

and  numerous  vfeflels  of  war,  principally  intended  for  making  de- 
fcents.  Of  thefe,  however,  not  more  than  30  fliips  of  the  line  could 
be  confidered  as  fit  for  immediate  fervice. 

•  See  a  lift  of  the  Ruffian  navy  in  the  Appendix. 

t  See  Vol.  II.  Book  4.  chap.  5. 

VOL.  III.  U  1.  It 
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i.'It  i^  bb'vlbus  that  Ruftia  does  hdt  pofTcfs  a 
iln^le  {>bvt  on  the  Ocean,  execpting  that  of 
Archangel,  which  is  of  no  ufc  but  in  a  com- 
lii^eicial  hght;  as  udl  on  account  of  its  great 
diftatice  from  the  other  European  feas,  as  be- 
eaiife  the' Navigation  round  the  North  Cape  of 
La'plalid/ Titu^ted  ill  \M  72d  degree  of  latitude, 
i^  only  opeij  in  the  midil  of  fummef. 
i^^i' It  ■hai^'-'befett  juftly  remarked,  that  few 
naYions  liaVe  attained  a  great  height  tff  naval 
power,  i'hich  did  not  pollels  a  confiderable  traft 
of  feVOoall;  and  Ruflia,  excepting  the  late  ac- 
c^iliiiitiotife  G^  the  Black  Sea,  the  defolate  Ihores 
rOuftd;Arehangel  arid;  of  the  Frdzen  Ocean^  and 
1^  ifehofpitablc  regions  of  Kamtcbatka,  =  can 
bbaft  iVO  greater  portion  of  maritime  Country 
than  what  lies  between  "Wiburgh  and  Rig*a  *  ;  a 
mere  point  for  fo  large  an  empire^,  and  rendered 
lefe  vakra'ble  by  bGr<:kring  on  tlie  Gulf  of  Fin- 
fend -aii^  the  Baltic;  'iti\mt\  feas  ^rithom ' tides^ 
ift^!i-"c'omi^alied  -^fth  the  Oceati  fcarcely  ;fupe- 
rior  tolak-es,  aVid  iriaccefiible  ffor  a^  leaft-fiv-e 
month:^  ift  the  year. 

3.  The  third  caufe  is  a  deficiency  of  cxperi- 

•  TFieytqiiifition  of  CcmrteA^bafe  finte  added 'a  fmalHrtift  of 
Aarfthiie^Sail:.-  ,     ,  -'         :  ;■/..'. 

f  The  ports  in  the  Baki€' "l^eliitg  "fl-OTfen  during  thatperidd,  no 
yefTeh  tin  take-rheir  depar^reT)efofe- April  or  May,  and  nWlft  fe- 

turn  at  iatelt  iu  October.  •  -"     , 
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eiiccd  *  feamcn.  Government,  indeed,  retains 
in  its  pay  about  18,000  failors,  moft  of  whom 
ha\'e  never  ferved  :  a  few  in  time  of  [)eace  make 
annual  cniizcs  into  the  Baltic,  or  perhaps  as  far 
as  the  Englilli  Channel;  others  are  employed  in 
the  fmmner  feafon  in  navigating  tlie  velTels 
laden  with  merchandize  from  Cronftadt  to  Pe- 
terlhurgh.  But  fuch  nurferies  as  thefc  are  by 
no  means  fiithcient;  nor  can  the  deficiency  be 
fupplied,  in  cafe  of  an  immediate  war,  from  pri- 
vate  velfels;  for  Rullia  has  fcarcely  any  mer- 
chant-fliips,  which  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  ftate 
of  yaflalage,  and  the  ftricl  laws  that  prevent  the 
^latives  from  quitting  their  country  without  $, 
licence.  A  merchant  who  fits  out  a  trad i no- 
velfel,  muft  firft  apply  to  the  admiralty,  for  per- 
miflion  to  take  on  board  a  certain  number  of 
natives;  leave  being  obtained,  the  paflTes  for  each 
failor  are  brought  and  lodged  in  the  admiralty; 
and  fccurity,  at  the  rate  of  £.30  per  man,  is 
given  for  their  return.  Thus,  M^ithout  alterii^g- 
-the  fundamental  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  in- 
novating on  thelong-eftablilhed  fyftem  of  vafHi- 
lage,  an  adecjuate  number  of  experienced  faiK 
ors  cannot  be  raifed  to  man  a  large  fleet  on  fud- 

*  In  the  naval  expedition  againft  the  Turks,  it  was  a  remark 
made  by  Teveral  of  our  officers,  that  the  diftance  from  St.  Pctci  f- 
burgh  to  the  Archipelago  was  a  fortunate  circuiadbince,  as  the 
Ruffians  acquired  experience  during  the  voyage. 

V  «  den 
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den  emergencies.  In  a  ^vor(l,  no  kingdom, 
without  diftant  colonies,  confideniblc  fi/lieries^ 
and  an  extcnfive  fea-coaft,  to  familiarize  the  in- 
habitants to  the  dangers  of  the  Ocean,  is  likely 
to  acquire  fiich  a  marine  as  to  become  formi- 
dable to  the  great  naval  powers  of  Europe. 

The  navy  of  lluilia,  however,  with  all  thefc 
difadvantages,  is  fufficient  to  protect  her  coafts,  to 
convoy  her  merchantmen,  to  make  her  refpeft- 
able  in  the  Baltic,  or,  in  cafe  of  a  Turkiih  war, 
to  fend  a  fleet  into  the  Archipelago.  It  is  her 
•advantage  to  maintain  a  good  correfpondence 
with  the  great  maritime  powers,  whom  flie  fup- 
plies  ^v^ith  naval  ftores;  and  who  are,  on  that  ac- 
count, equally  interefted  to  refpe6l  and  cultivate 
her  friendlhip.  The  frontiers  of  her  immenfe 
dominions  border  on  Sweden,  Poland,  Turkey, 
Perfia,  and  China  * ;  and  the  fecurity  of  her 
empire  depends  more  on  her  army  than  her  navy. 

Tlie  Ptunian  army  is  divided  into  regular  and 
irregular  troops. 

The  regulars,  confining  chiefly  of  infantry,  in- 
clude all  thofe  who  wear  uniforms,  and  arc  train- 
ed to  European  difcipline.  The  Ruflians  are 
jexcellent  foldiers;  brave,  Oeady,  obedient,  pa- 
tient of  fatigue  and  hardlliip,  and  fcarccly  ever 
guilty  of  defertion. 

'     •  Since  the  final  <iifmemberment  of  Poland,  on  the  Anftrian  and 
Pruflian  dominions. 

/With 
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With  refpecl  to  tlic  irregular  troops,  fome  of 
vhom  are  ftill  armed  vith  boMS  and  arro\\s,. 
and  confiil  entirely  of  horle,  their  number  is 
very  conrideral)le,  and  can  fcarcely  be  afcer- 
tained.  Of  this  body,  the  corps  of  Cofi'acs, 
who  are  eftccmed  the  moft  excellent,  and  Avho 
bear  the  greateft  refemblancc  to  regular  troops,^ 
are  thus  defcribcd  in  the  journal  of  Colonel 
Floyd. 

"  The  ColTacs  are  in  general  perfons  of  low' 
ftature;  they  wear  fmall  whiikers,  and  lliave 
their  heads,  excepting  the  crown,  upon  -which 
they  leave  a  fmall  circle  of  hair.  Their  drefs  is 
a  fur  cap,  a  loofe  long  Afiatic  robe,  and  Jarge 
pantaloons,  boots  or  half-boots,  M'ithout  fpurs, 
and  a  whip  hanging  from  the  right  wrift.  Their 
arms  are  a  lance  about  twelve  feet  in  length,  a 
brace  of  piftols  flung  on  the  left  fde,  a  car- 
tridi2;e-box  on  the  right,  and  a  fmall  fcvmitar 
without  any  guard,  or  even  crofs-bai.  Their 
horfes  are  ponies,  ftrong  and  active,  but  not 
fleet.  Tlie  accoutrements  are  a  kind  of  huHar- 
fadtlle,  a  fmall  fnatilc  with  large  eyes  and  no, 
horns,  to  the  near  eye  of  which  |s  faftened  a 
thong,  that  is  alio  tied  to  the  fadjlle,  and  w}iich 
occalionally  ferves  for  a  halter,  'i'hc}'  ride  iiiojl 
and  full-footed,  raife  tbemfelves  on  tlieir  ftir- 
rups,  bend  their  bodies  with  great  acHvity,  and, 
throw  themfelyes  into  ditlercnt  attitudes.    They 

u   3  never 


^94  T  R  A  V  E  L  S    I  N    R  U  S  S  I  A.  B.    6. 

never  pufh  their  horfes  on  full  fpced  in  a  ftraight 
line;  but  in  galloping  turn  them  in  various  di- 
rec^nons,  defcrihing  in  their  progrcfs  a  ferpentine 
line,  and  ^^heeling  continually  to  the  right  and 
left.  When  not  in  aftion,  they  carry  their  lance 
flung  on  the  foot;  when  engaged,  they  prefent 
it  againft  the  enemy  by  holding  it  almoft  in  the 
middle,  and  counterpoifing  it  under  the  arm; 
and,  from  conftant  pra6Hce,  direcl  it  againft  an 
object  with  great  dexterity.  In  retreating,  they 
reft  the  lance  upon  their  ihoulder  as  a  defence 
againft  blows,  and  occafionally  oppofe  the  point 
to  a  purfuing  enemy. 

:j  '^'  Thefe  Coftacs,  on  account  of  their  averfton 
to  regular  difcipline,  are  not  trained  to  attack  in 
fquadron;  but  a.6t  only  as  fkirmilhers,  and  are 
faid  to  be  extremely  adroit  in  their  defultory 
evolutions:  they  are  iifually  let  loofe  upon  a 
flying  enemy,  when  they  do  great  execution. 
They  excel  as  patrols,  and  are  remarkable  for 
their  vigilance  on  out-pofts,  and  their  knowledge 
of  the  country.  The  fagacity  which  they  de- 
rive from  habit  and  pradice  is  in  fome  particu- 
lars aftonifliing:  by  examining  a  tra6l  lately 
traverfed  by  the  enemy  in  the  moft  tumultuary 
manner,  they  can  difcover,  with  tolerable  ex- 
a6lnefs,  the  number  of  horfes  that  have  pafted 
over  it,  and  how  many  of  them  were  led.  Some 
of  them  can  defcry,  if  any  movement  is  taking- 
2  -    place 
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place  among  a  corps  of  troops,  far  beyond  the 
reach  of  ufual  obfervation;  others,  by  apply- 
ing their  ears  to  the  ground,  can  diftinguiih  the 
buz  of  men,  or  the  clattering  of  hoifcs'  feet,  at 
a  confiderablc  diftancc.  They  can  take  the 
field  every  day  without  intermiflion,  and  are  in- 
defatigable in  haraffino'  the  enemy;  thev  are 
contented  with  a  fcanty  fubliftence,  and  do 
not  require  any  forage  to  be  carried  for  their 
horfes. 

"  There  are  eight  regiments  of  thefe  Colfacs : 
each  regiment  confifts  of  fiv^e  fquadrons,  and 
each  fcjuadron  of  a  hundred  men,  bcfide  officers. 
There  are  alfo  fix  other  regiments  of  horfc,  called 
regulai-  pikemen,  fimilar  in  their  arms  and  ac- 
coutrements to  the  Cofliics,  and  diftinouiflied 
from  them  only  by  a  trifling  difference  of  drcfs." 

Computed  Force  of  the  Ruffian  Army  in  1785. 

Guards,  horfe  and  foot     ,.     ,     ^     ^     -     io,ooo 

Regular  cayalry     -     - 69,40\5 

Regular  field  infantry  and  artillery  -  Go5, 134 
Garrifon  battalions  -----  ^  49,000 
Artillery  ditto     --^---.-     5,500 


Total     •     309,099 


Irregulars  not  included. 


u  4  Such 
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Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  Ruffian  army  upon 
paper;  but  the  real  number  always  falls  fljort  of 
this  lift.  For  it  is  probable  that  the  efFe6tive 
troops  on  the  peace  eftabliiliment  fcarcely  ex- 
ceed 200,000;  and  the  Ruflians  have  feldom 
brought  into  the  field  more  than  100,000  effec- 
tive men*. 

•  In  confequence  of  the  territorial  acquifitions,  the  army  lias 
been  fince  increafed;  according  to  Mr.  Tooke's  account,  its  nomi- 
nal force  amounts  to  600,000  men,  including  irregulars,  of  whom 
he  confiders  500,000  as  efFeftive.  View  of  the  Ruffian  empire, 
Vol.  II.  p.  25 1,  zd  edition. 


C.  3.  €03IMERCE  OF  THE  KXGLISII.  597 


CHAP.     3. 

Hife  an4  progrefs  of  the  Engllfh  trade  with  RuiTia. — Commerce  of 
the  Brjtifh  Fadtory  of  St.  Peterfijurgh. — Exports  and  imports. 

'THHE  commercial  intercoiirfe  between  RufTia 
-^  and  the  northern  parts  of  Germany  was 
begun  and  carried  on  by  the  Hanfeatic  tOM^s, 
which,  in  I27f),  eftablillicd  factories  at  Novog-o- 
rod  and  Plefcot"*,  and  for  a  confiderable  period 
entirely  engroffed  the  trade  of  this  empire. 

The  accidental  difcovery  of  Archangel,  in 
1553,  transferred  a  great  part  of  this  lucrative 
commerce  to  the  Engliih.  On  the  l  ith  of  May, 
three  Hiips  failed  from  Deptford,  to  explore  the 
North  Seas,  under  the  command  of  Sir  Hugh 
Willoughby.  Two  of  thefe  veilels  penetrated  as 
high  as  the  7 2d  degree  of  latitude,  to  the  coaft 
of  Spitzbergen  ;  and  being  afterwards  forced  by 
ilrefs  of  weather  into  the  bay  of  the  river  Arzina 
in  Ruflian  Lapland,  both  crews  were  frozen  to 
death. 

Richard  Chancellor,  who  commanded  the 
other  fliip,  called  the  Bonaventure,  difcovering 

*  The  merchants  of  Hamburgh  and  Lubec,  and  of  the  other 
Hanfeatic  towns,  in  carrying  on  this  traffic,  ufuaJIy  failed  to  Revel 
or  Narva,  and  from  thence  pafled  through  Dorpt  to  Pkfcof  and 
Novogorod.    S.  R.  G.  V.  p.  418  j  and  Buf.  Hift.  Mag.  X.  291. 

the 
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the  country  bordering  on  the  White  Sea,  landed 
near  the  mouth  of  the  Dvina,  in  a  bay,  which 
he  denominated  the  Bay  of  St.  Nicholas,  from  a 
convent,  near  the  prefent  port  of  Archangel. 
Information  of  his  arrival  being  difpatched  to 
Ivan  Vaffilievitch  II.  the  tzar  fummoned  him  to 
Mofcow,  diftinguilhed  him  with  many  marks  of 
kindnefs  and  attention,  received  in  the  raoft  fa- 
vourable manner  a  letter  irora  Edward  VI.  *, 
and  permitted  the  EngliHi  to  open  a  commerce 
with  Rullia.  On  Chancellor's  return,  a  Ruffian 
company  was  eftiibliilied  by  queen  Mary,  and  in 
1555  he  again  repaired  to  Wofcow,  accompanied 
by  feveral  merchants  of  the  incorporated  fociety, 
to  whom  the  t^ar  granted  •'  a  free  liberty  t  of 
trading  to  any  part  of  his  dominions,  without 
paying  duties  either  of  export  or  import,  of  ex- 
jercifcing  all  kind  of  merchandizes  in  his  empires 
and  dominions,  freely  and  quietly,  without  any 
yeftraint,  impeachment,  price,  exadion,  cuftome, 
toll,  impofition,  or  fubfidie." 

The  correfpoiidence  between  Elizabeth  and 
Ivan,  has  been  already  mentioned  + ;  and  it  is 
no  wonder  that  the  monarch  >vho  obtained  the 
promiie  of  an  afylum  in  England,  if  depoied  by 

•  Hackluyt,  vol.  I.  p.  253. 

t  lb.  p.  265,  266,  dated  Mofcow,  7060,  the  fecond  month  of 
Febiniary. 
X  Sec  Vol.  n.  Book  3.  Chap.  5. 

Ills 
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his  fubje6ls,  fliould  confer  additional  immunities 
on  the  new  company.  Thcfe  privileges,  renewed 
on  different  occafions,  amounted  to  mojiopoly  ; 
"  Iv^an  forbidding  all  other  perfons  but  the  mem- 
bers of  the  faid  company,  and  all  other  nations 
but  the  Englilh,  to  carry  on  any  traffic  to  any  of 
the  northern  coafts  of  Ruffia  *." 

During  the  reign  of  Ivan,  the  Englifh  compar 
ny  fettled  colonies  in  different  parts  of  tlie  em- 
pire; one  at  Kolmogori,  where  they  even  obtained 
grants  of  land,  ere6led  warehoufes,  and  formed  3. 
rope-walk ;  others  at  Novogorod  and  Vologda. 
Their  chief  eftabliflimcnt  was  at  IMofcow,  where 
the  tzar  built  for  their  refidcnce  a  large  brick 
edifice,  called  theembaffador's  iioufe.  The  prin- 
cipal merchandize  which  the  firft  Englifli  ihips 
exported  from  Ruffia,  were  furs  and  fkins,  mafis, 
flax,  hemp,  cordage,  tallow,  train-oil,  tar,  pitch, 
and  leather  f.  Theirimports  were  chiefly  cloths 
of  all  forts,  cottons,  and  tin. 

Another  unexpe61ed  advantage  was  derived 
from  this  connection  with  Ruffia.  Ivan  ^^afl[i- 
lievitch,  having  conquered  the  Tartars  of  Cafan 
and  Afl;racan,  extended  his  dominions  as  far  as 
the  Cafpian  Sea,  and  cftablillied  a  communicar 
tion  with  the  Perfians  and  Bucharians  J.     Ani- 

*  Hackluyt,  p.  462. 

f  Hackluyt,  Vol.  I,  p.  298-^306.  , 

I  Rjiflian  J)ifcovcrics,  Part  III.  Chap.  I. 

mated 
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mated  with  the  hopes  of  gain,  the  Englifh  fac- 
toiy  obtained  a  patent  for  an  exclufive  trade 
\i-ith  Perfiaand  Bucharia;  and  feveral  merchants 
palled  through  Mofcow  to  the  countries  beyond 
the  Cafpian. 

At  the  death  of  Ivan,  the  Engliih  loft  their 
great  fupport ;  and,  on  the  acceffion  of  Feodor, 
the  confirmation  of  their  immunities  was  for 
fome  time  refufed  :  this  refufal  was  owing  to 
the  impatience  of  Sir  Jerome  Bowes,  the  EngHlh 
cmbaffador,  who,  by  his  fupcrciUous  deportment 
offended  the  Rulfian  nobiHty,  and  occafioned  a 
revocation  of  the  patent.  In  1586,  Jerome  Hor- 
fey,  tl:ie  Engliih  agent  at  ]\Iofcow,  obtained 
the  re-eftabhlhment  of  feveral  immunities ;  and, 
in  15  88,  Giles  Fletcher*,  concluded,  through 
the  intereft  of  Boris  Godunof,  a  treaty  of  league 
and  amity  between  Elizabeth  and  Feodor,  the 
fecond  article  of  which  contained^  "  A  confir- 
mation and  re-eftabliiliment  of  the  former  privi- 
leges of  the  companie  of  our  Engliih  merchants^ 
\vhich  were  infringed  and  annulled  in  the  prin- 
cipal points,  with  divers  necelfaiy  additions  to 
the  fame,  for  the  better  ordering  of  their  trade 
in  thofe  countrys  hereafter -j,'* 


*  Fletcher,  who  went  this  embafTy,  and  has  publilhed  a  curious 
Account  of  Ruffia,  was  fellow  of  King's  College,  Cambridge. 
f  Hackluyt,  Vol.  I.  p.  475. 

At 
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At  length  the  grant  of  exchifive  trade  feems  to 

have  been  finally  revokedby  Boris  Godimof,  who 

extended  to  the  Dutch  feveral  immunities  which 

had  been  hitherto  peculiar  to  the  EngliHi,    and 

reinllated  the  llanfcatic  towns  in  their  ancient 

trallic  to  NovogorodandPlefcof  *.  Still  however, 

the  privileges  which  remained  to  the  factory  were 

confiderable,  confifting  in  a  commerce  free  of 

duty  to  any  part  of  the  Ruflian  dominions. 

At  the  revolution  which  placed   Demetrius 

upon  the  throne,  the  EngliOi  factory  conceived 

a  ftrong  hope  of  recovering  its  patent  of  cxclu- 

five  trade. 

But  his   untimely   fate  prevented  the  good 

cffe61s  of  his  favourable  intentions,  and  the  civil 

calamities  which,  fubfequent  to  his  allafllnation, 

defolated  Ruflia,  almoll  annihilated  the  Englifh 

commerce.     But  thefe  troubles  being  terminated 

by  the  eledion  of  Michael,  Sir  James  Merricke, 

embaflador  from  James  I.  to  the  court  of  Mof- 

cow,  obtained  from  the  new  tzar  a  frefli  patent 

in  favour  of  the  company  ;  which  allowed  them, 

as  before,  a  free  trade,  without  paying  duties  or 

cuftoms,  to  Archangel,  and  from  thence  to  Kol- 

mogori,  Novogorod,  Mofcow,  and  other  parts 

of  his  dominions  f . 

This 

•  S.  R.  G.  V.  p.  159. 

f  As  long  as  there  was  no  town  at  the  mouth  of  the  Dvina,  th« 
merchandize  was  fent  to  Kolmogori,  and  from  thence  into  the  in- 
terior 
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This  beneficial  commerce  was,  in  1648;  fiid- 
dcnly  annihilated  by  Alexey  Michaelovitch,  who 
banilJicd  the  EngHfh  merchants  from  his  do- 
minions. Thccaufeof  thiscxpuHion  is  general- 
ly imputed  to  the  refentment  conceived  by  the 
tzar  againil  the  Englilli,  for  the  execution  of 
Charles  I.  *,  with  whom  he  was  clofely  connect- 


terlor  parts  of  Ruflia.  Some  time  in  the  reign  of  Feodor  Ivanovitch, 
the  firft  foundations  of  the  caftle  of  Archangel  were  laid :  it  took 
its  name  from  a  monaltery  built  in  honour  of  the  Archaagel  MichaeL 
This  fpot  foon  increafed  to  a  town,  and  became  the  great  ftaple  of 
the  Englilh  trade.    See  S.  R.  G.  VII.  p.  470. 

*  In  the  midft  of  the  Khitaigorod  at  Moicow,  there  is  an  an- 
cient gateway,  which  forms  the  entrance  into  the  printing-office  of 
the  Holy  Synod:  it  is  of  curious  workmanfliip,  ornamented  with 
^gvtres  of  the  lion  and  unicorn  grotefquely  carved  in  wood.  Thefe 
being  the  fupporters  of  the  Royal  arms  of  England,  authors  have 
conjeftured  that  tliis  gateway  was  the  entrance  to  the  hotel,  con- 
ftrufted  by  order  of  Ivan  Vaifilievitch,  for  the  refidence  of  the 
Ehglifh  embaflador,  and  that  the  tzar  Alexey  was  fo  offended  at  the 
execution  of  Charles,  that  he  converted  it  into  a  printing-office. 
It  is  probable,  indeed,  from  the  figures  of  the  lion  and  unicorn, 
that  this  gateway  had  ibnie  reference  to  the  Englifli,  although  it 
was  not  the  embaffador's  hotel,  that  being  fituated  near  the  churcii 
of  St.  Maximum,  in  another  part  of  the  Khitaigorod ;  but  it  evi- 
dently appears,  from  an  infcription  over  tJoe  gateway,  that  this 
building  was  not  converted  into  a  printing-office  on  account  of 
the  execution  of  Charles.  The  infcription  denotes,  that  Michael 
Feodorovitch,  and  his  fon  Alexey,  caufed  thefe  apartments  and 
this  gate  to  be  conltrufted  in  the  printing-houfe,  June  39th,  715*, 
or,  according  to  our  aera,  1645  :  a  plain  proof  that  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  printing-houfe  was  prior,  by  at  Icaft  three  years,  to 
the  execution  of  Charles,  and  could  have  no  reference  to  that 
event. 

ed 
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cd  by  leagues   of  amity   and  alliance ;  but  in 
effc6t  he  aboliflied  the  company's  privileges  the 
year  before  that  event.     His  indignation  againft 
the  Engliih   was  only  a  political  pretext;  the 
real  motive  being  derived  from  the  offers  of  the 
the  Dutch  to  pay  duties  of  export  and  import, 
to  the  amount  of  15  per  cent,  if  they  were  in- 
dulged with  the  liberty  of  carrying  on  as  free  a 
trade  as  the  Engliih.     For  not  long  afterwards, 
tlie  tzar   fuftered  William  Pridcaux,  Cromwel's 
agent,  to  rCfide  at  Archangel,  and  permitted  the 
Engliih  to  renew  their  commerce  in  that  port  on 
the  fame  footing  with  other  foreigners  *.     It  ap- 
pears alfo,    from   Milton's  and   Thurloe's  State 
Papers,  that  the  tzar  not  only  received  feveral 
letters  from  Cromwel,    and  returned   anfwers; 
but,   at  the  protestor's  requeft,   even  agreed  to 
admit  his   embalfador  at  Mofcow.     In  confe- 
quence  of  this  permiiVion,   Richard   Brad/liaw, 
Cromwel's   refident  at  Hamburgh,  proceeded  in 
his  way  to  Mofcow,  as  far  as  iViittau,  M^liere  he 
was  honourably   entertained   by    the   duke   of 
Courland ;  from  which  town  feveral  difpatchcs 
palled  between  Bradiliaw  and  the  Ruffian  chan- 
cellor, with  refpe^i;  to  the  fupei-fcription  of  the 
protector's  letter  to  the  tzar,  which  did  not  con- 
fer on  that  monarch  all  the  titles  he  required. 

•  Thurloe,  Vol.  IL  p.  558—56*. 

This 
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This  fecms  to  have  been  merely  a  pretext,  as- 
Braclfliaw  afferts,  to  prolono-  the  time ;  and  in, 
effect  hefoon  afterwards  returned  to  Hamburgh 
-without  having  accon:pUiJie<l  his  intended  cm- 
baffy  *.  Cromwcl,  however,  gained  a  great  point, 
in  opening  the  commerce  of  Archangel  to  the 
Englilh  :  and  ahhouo;h  Alexev  could  not  be  in- 
duced  to  grant  a  free  trade  into  the  interior  parts, 
of  his  dominions ;  yet  this  exclufion  was  not 
peculiar  to  the  Englilli ;  for  he  equally  prohibit-, 
ed  all  foreign  traffic,  except  at  Arcliangel  f. 

Soon  after  the  Reftoration,  Charles  II.  defi- 
lous  of  obtaining  a  renewal  of  the  company's 
privileges,  difpatched  the  earl  of  Carlifle  to  Mof- 
cow,  who  was  ordered  to  reprefent,  that  "  thefe 
very  privileges  Mere  the  bafis  and  foundation  on 
which  the  amitv  of  the  two  crowns  of  England 
and  Mufcovy  were  fupeiftructed."  The  embaffy 
failed  of  fuccefs  :  the  failure  was  imputed  to  the 
haughty  deportment  of  the  embafl'ador,  who  ex- 
prefled  difguft  at  the  bad  accommodations  in 
Ruffia,  did  not  pay  fufficient  court  to  the  minifter& 
and  favourites  of  the  tzar,  tendered  repeated  re- 
monftrances  in  a  manner  totally  repugnant  to 
the  Ruffian  cuftom,  and,  under  a  falfe  notion  of 
maintaining  the  dignity  of  his  fovereign,  objetl- 

*  See  Milton's  W^orks,  p.  1657.    Thurloe,  Vol.  III.  p.  258,  and 
VI.  408.  432.  439. 
t  Thurloe,  Vol.  II.  p.  598. 

ed 
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ed  to  the  Ruffian  ceremonial.  It  is  much  to  be 
queftioned,  ho\yever,  if  the  earl  of  Carlifle  had 
a6ied  a  lefs  impolitic  part,  whether  the  Ruffian 
court  would  have  renewed  the  charter  of  the 
company  in  its  full  extent,  particularly  the  ex- 
emption from  duties  of  export  and  import ;  fince 
the  Dutch  readily  paid  the  cuftoms.  The  earl  of 
Carlifle  could  only  obtain  a  permiffion  that  the 
Englifh  fliould  trade  freely  into  the  Ruffian  do- 
minions, but  remain  fubje^  to  the  duties  of  ex- 
port and  import.  From  that  period  the  Britifh 
commerce  has  fuffered  no  interruption  *. 

Archangel  continued  the  fole  port  for  the  ex- 
J)orts  and  imports  of  Ruffia,  until  the  building  of 
St.  Peterfburgh,  when  Peter  the  Great  removed 
the  commerce  of  the  White  Sea  to  the  havens  of 
the  Baltic  f.  The  Britilh  merchants,  who  were 
highly  favoured  by  that  monarch,  fettled  In  the 
new  metropolis,  which  fuddenly  became  the  prin- 
cipal mart  for  the  Ruffian  trade.     The  privileges 

•  Except  the  fhort  interval  under  Paul. 

•f  In  1752,  Elizabeth  again  reftored  the  ancient  immunities  0^ 
Archangel ;  and  its  prefent  trade  is  not  inconfiderable.  The  port 
fupplies  the  government  of  Archangel,  and  part  of  thofe  of  Nifhnei- 
Novogorod  and  Cafan,  with  European  commodities,  and  draws  in 
exchange  from  thofe  parts  com,  flax,  hemp,  coarfe  linen,  cordage, 
fails,  malls,  tallow,  which  are  moftly  conveyed  by  the  Dvina:  it 
forms  alfo  a  principal  communication  with  the  northern  and 
weftem  parts  of  Siberia,  from  whence  furs,  fkins,  and  iron  ard 
procured. 

VOL.    III.  X  of 
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of  tlie  Britifli  -fiicloiy  H'tablUhed'  rft'*  Huflia  aVe 
cxjfifiniied:  By'a  Iblem^-treaty  of  GomiriPrce  and 
rfavigatiSfir  c«11cluHt'(t^k^;  1 7S4  betwefT*  Gerund 
II.' and  the  cmprefs  AivWe ;  and  f^iicei'^''n(?WWt5 
befrvi^h '{i}4  liTQfenb^lk^Xty  nini  Catl>ariiir  ^  ^  *  ' 
Cc-r-    :  I'oc:::;  b;: :  Iroqzo'io  poij;       ..:;:i:. 

•i  The  whole  trade  of  St.  Peterfburjh   in.  exports  and  ijmports  ter 

1777,  with  the  Englith  ana  other  i.acicn^,  wa?, 

'   Inexpofts'     ■■  ''-  -    "   ■    f.i,A.Qh,oedr   /-■'^'aIL'   L 

..impo^.,.;]^  .  _n  ,       ;  -  i,cco,ooo^  i:-4=ocx5,ooo    o 

BalahGe -in  5fi»p^3iin©f ♦Raffia         -        8dc,coo 

lie  Britilh  kiare  in-thi?  tradt  li 

-f  In  the  exports  abotrt  j^..].^oS,-/Sz 

Imj>orts        ••_»-..    '     ■_     -     '423,9  j2; 


-Gain.       -  -  -       •     1,084483914         ".:■..'_ 

■;  Confequenily.^tUe  trad|e  with  all  other  iiatioas  (the  JUifllan  fub-^ 
kfts  includtd)  is  ,^  ,,  '  ■      ■ -] 

'  In  the  ekjKJtti^^."^    -''-/:••   ^,217  HT   r  1 '067  27?'' 2 
•;  -lmport«>^ri  ori)  ot  r.  -:  : ;;.:  1,176,057    8S  ^'^'"^"'^'^    ^ 

•;  Lois      ■   --r*'--!*^       '-;*;':■  284,^*59  14    .  '     ...Jj 

fromjbpnceit  is'<;vi4ent  Ruflia  gaiiis,annuaJly  by  hertraderwitli 

theBiitilhiubjeas about  -      '.*;-'       '  ;t'l>o'84i85$Pi4 

And  that  fiie'ldfeg  -by  her  trade  ^'^"h  alfother't '''    -^g^  ^'•^''^fj' 

nations'   ,-  *,jfP        tI,    , ;    -  -  S  4'  39  H 


ru- 


Remainsannually  a  clear  gain  of  about  -  8oo,oco    o 

But  (hould  the  contraband  traffic  (an  which  the  value  of  the 
imports  far  exceeds; that  of  the  exporjts,  and  in  which  the  BdtJili 
have  little  op  no  concern)  be  included,  it  will  confiderably  din^^ib 
the  balance  of  theie  coniniercial  pf oiit»,  as  juil  Itated.  ^  „  ^,„  , , 
r.  According  to  this  jiatecient,  hnif  tbetrade  of  St.  Peterfburgli^s  ilf 
ihc  hands  of  r;ht;EDg|illijjbut^a3»ti»cii;^xports  and  imports  in  y^i 

I      ■    tov    ■■.  ■>      .  lirn  r'-.  .      ^ -i " 

•  The  reader  will  find  the  fird  treaty  of  1734  in  RouUet's  Sup.- 

plenient  to  Dumont's  Corps  Djolomittique,  vol.  III.  p.  4^5;  and 

\\m  lafb,  of  i766,  in  a*Cplle^ion  of  Treaties  between  Great  Britain 

ftjjd  other  pov/crs,  vol,  II.  p.  309—327. 

f  S^  Biitifh  Exports  and  Import?,  Appendix,  No.  2. 

exceeded, 
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■efXceeded  thofe  of.  rtie  pi-dficding.  or  fubfequent  j'eAi-g,  tliis  cfti'mafc 
may  be  cojiiiikt^cll^s  too  highly  rited:  v^q  may  fairly  however  al- 
low, upon  the  moll  modeiafe  computation,  that  a  third  of  this  ci'm- 
riiefce  Ts'carrfea  on  by  our'factoiy.       ^ 

T-hcaver&ge  number  of  merchant  fliips  which  annuslly  arrive 
from  England  at  the  port  of  Cronltadt,  with  g9ods -'laden  for  St, 
Peterfburgh, may  be  coilefted  from  the  following  table-. 

Years.- J  Ships,    Years.       Ships,     Years.,     Shios.     Years.       Ships, 

1753-  H9 11758  -    161  I  17^3  -  149  f '773  -'3 '9 

J7S4     -  230    17)9  -     Z06  I  y/6j  -  200  I  17-4  -     318 

1755  -  160     1760  -     137     176;^  -  237  I  177^)  -     320 

1756  -  18611761  -     130117^9  -  322  I  1777  -     366 
»757-''*  11911752  ♦■•  153 .11770  -  306  I  1778  -    25Z 

The^gehfljaf^ftate  of 'th^  tt-ade  of  St,  Peterfburgh  in  1778  was, 
; £-i-,ri;ji; exports  ^rl^  't- '      ^,2,042;c97     8 
Impoj^t;s;  -        -  r3i8,428  16 

3,360,526    4 

In  ,1^*5^  t/"^  "^^^A  -^F^  ^^'  P^terfburgh  a::;ounted  to 
38,160,025. roubles;  the  imports  19,290,779. 

ii'iV7§'flJ^^To^6v^irf|^'n<!ilAbtr"  of  vefTeh  arrived  at  Cron- 
2:adt:^>"»q 'j.'i^   "'.«*•    ^•■-r',-;K  :■■  .nivr,- j  -^i>/ 

147  j  Hambi:ygh     ;  -       2 


.  EB2;linii|i;  -1  \  2'5fr  Dutcir         -       147  j  Hambi:yg! 
I*rench*       -' '        i  |  Danidi  '        -         39  J  Stralluni 


I 


-Spjtnjfh  W:^   £    61  "I'mfTiaiii      -  26  I  Bremen  -       j 

Rufiinn    .    -     .12     Euli^ck        -  3S  I  

•Por'tiigiiferef'fi    *''2  j  Roftock  )i.  a,  29    Total  -        607 

Swedifli.       -      ,  47  I  Dantzick     -           2  j  — — 

Befid^  rile  metropolis,  the  Ruffian  ti-ade  in  tlie 
Baltic  is  carried  on  at  Riga,  Revel,  Narva,  and 
Wiburgh:  From  Riga  t  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  coiti  is  exported  by  the  Englifh,  Swedes, 
and  Dutch,  v/hich  is  fent  down  the  Duna  from 

*  The  French  exports  and  imports  are,  in  time  of  war,  moftly 
conveyed  in  Dutch  bottoms,  which  is  thereafon  why,  in  1778,  but 
one  French  veffd  arrived  at  Cronftadt,  although  their  exports  and 
imports  for  that  year  amoimted  to  ^.148,753. 

•f  See  the  account  of  Riga  in  the  2d  volume. 

X  «  the 
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tlie  provinces  of  Plefcof,  Smolenfko,  and  No- 
vogorod:  inafts  are  alfo  iliipped  from  the  fame 
port.  The  other  exports  from  this,  and  the 
above-mentioned  maritime  towns,  arc  fmiilar  to 
thofe  of  St.  Peterfburgh. 

Additions  to  the  Account  of  the  Englifli 
Commerce. — Auguft,  1801. 

By  the  kind  communication  of  >a  friend  well 
verfed  in  the  Ruffian  commerce,  I  am  enabled 
to  fubjoin  a  ftatement  of  the  mode  in  which  the 
Britiih  trade  is  principally  condu6ted. 

To  enter  into  all  the  details  of  the  Ruffian  com- 
merce, from  the  growth  of  the  raw  article  in  the 
interior  provinces  to  its  arrival  at  the  port  for 
exportation,  would  require  a  diftin6l,  and,  in- 
deed, a  voluminous  treatife.  But  a  few  obfer- 
vations  may  give  a  general  idea  of  an  intereft^ 
ing  part  of  the  fubjeft,  namely,  the  manner  in 
ivhich  the  commerce  is  conduced  between 
Great  Britain  and  Ruffia. 

The  particular  privileges  attached  to  the 
guilds,  into  which  the  Ruffian  merchants  ar« 
enrolled,  appropriate  to  them  the  interior  com- 
merce of  the  country. 

A  foreigner  who  imports  goods  into  Ruffia, 
inufl  fell  them  to  Rufiians  only,  and,  at  the  port 
where  they  arrive,  none  but  natives  being  al- 
lowed 
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lowed  to  fend  merchandize  into  the  interior  of 
the  empire  for  fale.  A  few  foreigners,  indeed, 
fettled  in  Ruflia,  and  liaving  connections  with 
natives,  do  carry  on  a  trade  witli  tlie  interior; 
but  it  is  contrary  to  law,  and  tlie  goods  are 
liable  to  feizure. 

The  late  cmprefs,  probably  Avith  a  view  to  in- 
duce foreigners  to  weaye  their  intcrcfts  more 
clofely  with  Rufiia,  by  engaging  their  caj)ital  in 
every  department  of  commerce,  propofcd  cer- 
tain advantages  to  thole  foreigners  wlio  Mould 
infcribe  themfelves  in  guilds,  and  put  them- 
felves  on  the  fame  footing  with  her  omii  fubje(?ts. 
The  advantages  were,  under  a  commercial  point 
of  view,  very  confiderable.  Tliey  greatly  di- 
minilhed  the  heavy  duties  on  fevcral  articles  *, 
and  permifiion  was  granted  to  trade  into  the 
country,  that  is,  to  carry  imported  articles  to 
the  belt  market,  and  to  purchafc  the  native 
produ6ts  either  by  themfelves  or  agents.  Not- 
withftanding,  however,  the  probal>iHty  of  being 
underfold  by  foreigners,  and  even  by  ;bme 
few  of  their  own  countrymen,  a  large  maj  ri'y 
of  the  Britilh  merchants  refufed  to  ^cii^n,  or 
even  to  rilk  that  character  and  independence 
which  they  had  fo  long  and  honourably   fuf- 

•  Foreign  merchants  were  obliged  to  pay  thefe  duties  in  foreign 
coin,  infteadof  Ruffian  bank  notes,  cr  copper  money,  which  auue 
»  difference  of  25  or  30  per  cent. 

X  3  taincd 
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tained  as  Britiili  lubjccis,  piole6kd  by  Ruffian 

If  their  deteiminatipn  did  honour  10  their 
firmncfs,  the  event  proved  .(jvhat  could  uot  be 
forefccn)  that  it  even  promoted  their,,  .intereft. 
The  Rufiians  foon  perceived,  that  if  foreigners, 
.with  all  their  intelligence  ancjiarge  ca|:)itals  at 
command,  could,  like  themielves,  peiK?ti!ate -tile 
country,  the  principal  cmolumeuts  would  pafs  ' 
into  other  hands,  and  they  counteracted  the  .at- 
tempts of  the  new  fpeculators.  Even  when  the 
privilege  was  granted  to  Britilh  fubjeAs,  by  the 
Treaty  of  Commeice  concluded  by  his  majefty's 
late  rainiiter  at  the  court  of  St.  Peterihurgh,  it 
was  impoffible  to  derive  any  folid  advantage  tVom 
it;  for,  although  the  right  offending  goods  into 
the  interior  was  no  longer  difputcd  ;  j^et,  by  the 
revival  of  corporation  laws,  till  that  time  con- 
iidered  as  obfolete,  it  Avas  found  that  goods  be- 
longing to  foreig-iers  in  paffing  through  differ- 
ent tov/ns  would  be  fubjed  to  fuch  heavy  duties, 
that  the  Ruffians  were  able  confiderably  to  un- 
derfell  the  Britifli  merchants  who  engaged  in 
thefe  adventures. 

'fhe  Ruffians,  therefore,  as  conne6ied  with 
Britiih  commerce,  form  two  diftincl  claiTes,  firft^ 
the  grower  of  the  raw  articles,  as  hemp,  flax, 
&c.  or  the  proprietor  of  them,  as  of  tallow, 
briflles,  &c.     Thefe  are,  generally  fpeaking,  the 

owners 
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^>^-^^rs  Qf  Xh^  {o'^lia^'jiii  tlie:i>eft^iUt»  where  the 

./jFhc  niaiiufacuirei's  of  iinciis,.  failcloth,  kc. 
purjL'liafc  the  yain  of  the peafaiits,  M'ho  grow  the 
iia.x,and  make  the  yani ;  it  is  then  iijiauutac^ured 
iifito  ravcnducks,  tlenis,  aiul  drillings,  entirely 
,in  their  own  fahrics,  and  ihele  arlielc*  are  fel- 
d.om,  if  e\  er,  fold  on  conlra^,  previous  to  their 
arrival  at  St.  Peterlbuigh.  The  Iluffia  lineiifi 
(kiiown  in  this  eotmtjy  by  the  name  of  flaxen 
linens,  crafh,  and  diaper)  are  made  entirely  by 
the  pcafants ;  and  for  this  article  the  Ruiiian 
merchant  is  in  a  manner  only  the  factor,  as  he 
.b,i\ys  them  ready  made,  and  carries  them  to 
fSt- Peterfbnrgh  for  laie.  In  the  manufactnre 
of  their  fail-cloth,  tjie^.i^m^  cireumftance  oe- 

. , ,  Tli(|  fecond  clafs  of  Ilufliian  merchants ,  are, 
inorq,  properly  fpealvi^g,  labors;  thefe  alone 
make  the  contri^6ts  with  the  liritiih  merchant  at 
the  pQfts  of  Rulfia,.  and  ,  while  inplt  of  them 
poilefs!  neither  capital  nor  goods,  they  deri\c 
large profits  from  their,  eomnicrcial  tranfacrions. 
,..;l'ropv  the  month  iu|f  November,  till  the  Ihip- 
ping  feafon  in  May,  t]\c  liuihans,  ^\■ho  trade  in 
hemp,  flax,  talloM:,  briiUes,  wax,  oil,  hides,  iron, 
and  many  other  articles,  (exeej)t  manufactures 
and  linens)   either  come  themfelves  to  St.  Ve^ 

X   4  terlbur"h, 
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terfburgh,  or  employ  agents  to  fell  their  goods 
to  foreigners,  to  be  delivered  according  to 
agreement,  in  jVIay,  June,  July,  or  Auguft.  The 
payments  are  made  according  to  the  circum- 
ftaiK^es  of  the  fellers  and  buyers;  and  fome- 
times  the  buyer  pays  the  Avhole  amount,  in 
the  winter  months,  for  the  goods  which  are 
to  be  delivered  in  the  fummer  or  autumn ;  at 
others,  he  pays  a  part  on  concluding  the  contraft, 
and  the  remainder  on  delivery  of  the  goods. 
The  manufiidurers  and  dealers  in  linens  ufually 
come  to  St.  Pcterfburgh  in  March,  and  fell  their 
goods  for  ready  money. 

The  foreign  goods  were  formerly  almoft  en- 
tirely fold  on  twelve  months  credit,  and  fome  on 
a  ftill  longer  term ;  but  lately,  feveral  articles, 
fuch  as  coffee  and  fugar,  are  fold  at  St.  Peterf-' 
burgh  for  ready  money;  ftill,  however,  the  in- 
terior is  fiipplied  with  foreign  goods  on  credit, 
and  raoft  of  the  woollen  trade  in  St.  Pcterf- 
burgh is  carried  on  by  allowing  the  Ruffians 
a  long  credit  with  the  goods.  Many,  I  might 
almoft  fay  all  the  Ruflians,  who  buy  goods  on 
credit  of  foreigners,  for  the  fupply  of  the  in- 
terior, have  no  other  connections  or  trade  witl^ 
St.  Peterfburgh,  than  merely  coming  there  once  or 
twice  a  year  to  purchafe  goods  on  credit,  which 
having    accomplifhed,   they  fct    off  with    the 

goods, 
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goods,  and  the  foreigner  neither  fees  nor  hears  of 
them  acrain  till  the  bills  become  due.  By  the 
laws  of  RufTia,  none  but  merchants  infcribed  in 
the  guilds  are  allowed  to  trade ;  and  in  cafe  any 
perfon  not  infcribed  (that  is,  a  peafant)  con- 
tracts a  debt  for  more  than  five  roubles,  he  can" 
not  be  profecuted,  nor  is  he  liable  beyond  that 
fum.  Not^vithftanding  this  law,  a  great  many 
peafants  do  trade,  and  aClually  pur  chafe  goods  of 
foreigners  on  long  credit. 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  notice  the 
fallacious,  though  Ipecious  ftatement  of  the  au- 
thor qf  the  Secret  Memoirs  of  the  Court  of  St. 
Peterfburgh  refpe6ling  the  trade  between  Great 
Britain  and  Ruffia.  He  fays,  the  Englifli  take 
away  leather,  and  bring  flioes;  take  grain,  and 
return  beer;  and  fend  fliips  laden  with  hardware 
in  exchange  for  iron,  timber,  &c.  In  the  firft 
place,  it  may  be  remarked,  neither  fhoes,  beer, 
nor  hardware  are  allowed  to  be  imported,  nor  has 
any  timber  been  received  from  Ruflia  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time. 

The  author  has  carefully  kept  in  the  back 
ground  an  elfential  point  \^ich  proves  the  mu- 
tual interefts  of  Great  Britain  and  RufTia  to  be 
infeparable.  It  would,  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  fubjecl  RufTia  to  great  inconvenience, 
were  (he  merely  to  carry  on,  as  the  above-men- 
tioned 
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tioned  awthor  propofes,  an  immediate  exchange 
of  produce.  Before  this  produce  qan  "be^ brought 
to  the  ports  of  Rufiia,  a  very  cqaifiderable-'cajM*- 
tal  is  required;  and  by  the  advance  of  this  ca*- 
■pital,  not  by  the  exchange  of  manufacture* 
-againft  raw  articles,  Great  Britain  Tcnder<>.lier 
trade  reciprocally  beneficial  to  Ruifia. .,  ,   . 

It  will  be  evident  that  to  conduct  an  exter^jj^c 
commerce  on  this  fyftem,  requires.conlider^hlf 
intelligence,  an  intimate  acquaintance  with,  aii^ 
unlimited  confidence  in  the  native  merchants. 
Nothing  can  reflect  more  honour  on  the  Rul^ian^ 
as  a  commercial  people,  than  that  the  Britilli 
merchants  are  in  ccnftant  habits  of  intiufting  to 
them  the  immenfe  fums  employed  in  the  trade 
with  that  country,  without  any  fecuiity  ,be^*ond 
a  perfonal  knowledge. 

The  trade  has  thus  been  conduced  for  up- 
wards of  three  centuries;  and  if  the  favourable 
difpofition,  and  the  character  of  Alexander,  did 
not  preclude  refiec^tion  on  paft  tranfadions, 
the  interruption  which  has  lately  taken  place, 
and'  the  temporary  fufpenfion  of  confidence 
could  never  be  too  dee})ly  lamented.  So  many 
x:omfoi't6  have  been  derived  from  a  refidence 
in  the  metropolis  of  St.  Peterlburgh,  that  not 
only  Englilli  capital  has  been  em])iOytd  in  tlie 
coinmeice,  but  the  polieiibrs  oi"  that  capital 
^'  have 
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Ijaye  themfejves  dixaftW  its  emplibyment;  fo 
that,  excepting  in  one  or  t,\kQ  ijiliaiiccs^'^  tiie 
comitierce  with  Great  Britain  is. not  coiiMliirled 
through  the  lueciiumiof  mere  agents,. as  IbniiErlv; 
but  the  Englilh  merchant  reiident  in  St.  Be- 
terfburgh  has  the  fole  and  iiidepcadejit  Gom- 
jDnand  of  the  capital  \rhich  he  embaaiks  in  com- 
merce. 

Another  .circumftance  conne(5ted  Mith  tlie 
JBritiih  trade  is  too  curious  to  be  palfed  in 
iilence.  .Every  mercantile  houfe  in  St.  Pet'Crf- 
burgh  enipioys  certain  men,  called,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  tlie  country, .  Arteif«hicks,  who  arjc 
the  counting-houfe  men,  and  employed  by 
'every  merchant  to  collecl  payment  on  bills,  to 
receive  money,  as  vrell  as  in  many  inftanccs 
to  pay  it  in  very  confidcrable  fums.  This  is 
an  important  part  of  their  truft.  There  beino- 
no  bankers  in  iluflia,  every  mercantile  houfe 
keeps  its  own  cafli ;  and  as  the  payments  between 
merchants,  and  for  bills  of  exchange;  are  made 
entirely;  in  bank  notes  of  no  higher  value  than 
five,  ten,  twcnty-hvc,  fifty,  and  one  hundred 
roubles,  molt  of  them  in  fo  tattered  a  ftate,  as  to 
re(iuire  feveraL  hours  to  count  over  a  fum  of  two 
or  three  thoufaud  pounds ;  this  hufinefs  is  per- 
fornittl  by  arteJfchicks,  and  very  fl^w  inftances 
have  occurred  of  lofsby  their  inattention,  either 
in  mifcoimting  the  notes,  in  taking  falfe  note:^, 

or. 
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or,  where  they  are  much  torn,  in  receiving  parts 
of  different  bank  notes. 

Thefe  artelfchicks  are  alfo  employed  to  fu- 
perintend  the  loading  and  unloading  the  dif- 
ferent cargoes;  they  receive  the  moft  valuable 
into  the  warehoufe,  where  they  are  left  folely 
under  their  care;  and  in  thefe  warehoufes  not 
merely  merchandife,  but  often  large  quantities 
of  dollars  are  depofited.  Thefe  Ruffians  are 
moftly  natives  of  Archangel  and  the  adjacent 
orovernments,  of  the  loweft  clafs,  are  often  flaves, 
-generally  of  the  crown;  and  the  only  fecurity  of 
the  merchant  arifes  in  fome  degree  from  the  na- 
tural relu6lance  of  the  Ruffian  to  betray  con- 
fidence repofed  in  him ;  but  in  a  much  greater 
from  the  nature  of  their  affociation,  which  i$ 
called  an  Artel. 

An  Artel  confifts  of  a  certain  number  of  la- 
bourers, who  voluntarily  become  refponfible,  as -a 
body,  for  the  honefty  of  each  individual.  The 
feparate  earnings  of  each  man  are  put  into  the 
common  ftock,  a  monthly  allowance  is  made 
for  his  fupport,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 
furplus  is  equally  divided.  The  number  varies 
in  different  affociations  from  50  to  100;  and  fo 
advantageous  is  it  confidered  to  belong  to  one  of 
tliefe  focieties,  that  600,  and  even  lOOO  roubles 
are  paid  for  admiffion.  Thefe  focieties  are  not 
bound  by  any  law  of  the  empire,  or  even  A\Tit- 

ten 
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ten  agreement ;  nor  does  the  merchant  reftrain 
them  under  any  legal  obligation ;  yet  there  has 
been  no  inftance  of  their  obje6i:ing  to  any  juft 
claim,  or  of  protecting  an  individual  whofe  con- 
dud  had  brought  a  demand  on  the  focicty. 
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Rife,  progrsfs,  snd  terniinationof  the  Englifh  trade  on  the  Cafpian 
Sea. — Commerce  of  the  Ruffians  in  the  fame  quarter. — Defcrip- 
ticn  of  the  principal  ports. — Exports  and  imports. — Average 
value  of  the  trade. — Comnierce  with  the  Buchanans  and  Chi- 
nere. 

TN  the  14th  century,  the  Venetians  and  Ge- 
■^  noefe  drew,  by  means  of  the  Cafpian,  through 
Aftracan  to  their  fettlemcnts  at  Azof  *  and  Caffa, 
tlie  Indian,  Perlian,  and  Arabian  merchandize, 
with  which  they  furniilied  the  fouth  of  Europe. 
The  noithcrn  part  of  this  continent  was  fup- 
phed  Hkewife,  through  Aftracan,  Avith  Afiatic 
goods,  by  the  Ruffian  merchants  of  Ladoga 
on  the  Volkof,  who  fent  them  to  their  principal 
ftorehoufe  at  Wifby,  a  Hanfcatic  town  in  the  Ifle 
of  Gothland.  The  dcvaftation  occafioncd  by  the 
Avars  of  Ta.merlanc,  at  the  end  of  the  I4tli  cen- 
tury, turned  this  trade  fiom  Aftracan  to  Smyrna 
and  Aleppo.  The  commerce  of  Arabia,  more 
commodious  for  thofe  ports,  never  returned  to 

*  See  Guldenftaedt's  Treatife  Von  den  Hafen  am ,  CafpiVchen 
Meere,  in  Journ.  St.  Pet.  for  1777. 

The  Indian  goods  were  brought,  for  the  moll  part,  througli  Per- 
Ca,  acrofsthc  Cafpian  to  AUracan,  from  thence  up  the  Volga,  then 
by  land  to  the  Don,  and  dow^n  that  river  to  Azof. 

Aftracan ; 
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Aftracan  ;  but  pai-t  of  tlic  PeiHan  traffic.  wa:i  af^ 
terM'ards  reftored  to  its  old  clianiicl. 

While  the  provinces  of  Cafah  and  Aftraean 
were  under  the  government  of  th.e  Tartars,  the 
^mp,  or  head-quarters  of  the  khan,  was  a  mart 
for  the   Ruffian  and  Perfian   merchants-.     But 
3s,-^according  to  the  cuflom' of  the  roving  Tar- 
tars, it  ^<''as•  frequently  changed,  Aftracan  and 
Terki^'becameat  length  rvfo  principal  places  of 
rcfort.    'This'tbmmerce,  impeded  and  frequently 
niternipt-ed  •  iy  the  numerous  banditti,  M'as  pre- 
ca'rio^s  ;  untiPthe  conqueft  of  Gafaii  and  Afti'rl-' 
1^  ^oj^i^ne^l  a'  ^ready  ^  tioni WtAiicatio'ii    b'^t \\'cenf 
Mofcow  and  tlie  Cafpian  Sea;  Ivan  Vaffilicvitcli 
'tl.  "having-  gff/ri!^ed'l\ft/ic^ti'\v'i til  troops-,'  ren- 
dered it  the  c^ief  emporrum  of  the  eaftern  tradeJ- 
l^s  <!onqifl?ft  Ijcing  completed  in   1554,"  foort 
aftei^  thfeVfffcisVer}^  of  Arth'angel,  the  Engiifli' 
M^iined'tlici'lzar's jjcrmilTioii -to  pafs  thi'owfi^hhis' 
liomini^ns^iiitb'Pcrfift;  andicany  on  aA-^xclufiytf 
tte^6\''ei''flib'e%iatl.''^-^  ^''' 
'^  Jenkinfon  was  th6  nrft'Eiigliffiman  wlio  navi- 
^^ated'  that  fea.    In  155  8,  he  landed  at  JMangulh- 
lak uponthe  Eaftetn  fliore, pafied  by  land  througl* 
the  count!"}'  of  the  Tuiicomztn  Tartars  to  Bogha- 
fa!,- capital  of  Great  Bucllari^;  arid  Vcturyicd-'to 

*  Tcrki  was  fituatcd  near  the  river  Terek,  upon  Uie  weilei n 
fiioreof  the-Cafpiau:  no  traces  of  it  remain,  as  the.  fire -is  covered 
hy  the  fea. 


^Mofc 
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Mofcow  the  following  year.     In  I56t,he  again 
failed  over  the  Cafpian,  and,  proceeding  to  tlie 
coaft  of  Shirvan,  went  by  land  to  Cafbin.  the 
refidence  of  the  fophy,  from  whom  he  obtained 
a  permiffion   of  trading  into    Perfia.     Seveial 
merchants  f9llowed  his  example.     The  laft  ex-  ■ 
pedition  was  'made,  in    1597,    by    Chriftopher 
Burroughs ;  whofe  fhip  being,  on  its  return,  lliat- 
tercd  by  the  ice  in  the  mouth  of  the  Volga,  he 
and  his  crew  efcaped  with  difficulty,  and  arrived 
at  Aftracan  after  many  dangers  *.     During  theC^ 
expeditions  the  traffic  was  chiefly  confined  to  the 
ports  of  Tumen,  Derbent,  Baku,  and  the  coaft 
of  Ghilari. 

The  difafters  which  attended  the  voyage  of 
Burroughs,  the  banditti  frequenting  tlie  fhores 
of  the  Cafpian,  and  the  wars  between  the 
Turks  and  Perfians,  obftru6ted  the  infant  com- 
merce ;  and  during  above  a  century  and  a  half 
no  Englilh  velVel  appeared  upon  this  fea.  At 
length,  in  1741,  the  Britifli  merchants  of  St 
Peterfburgh,  at  the  perfuafion  of  captain  Elton, 
an  Englilhman  in  the  Ruffian  fervice,  renewed 
the  commerce,  and  eftablifhed  a  fadtory  at  Refhd 
in  the  province  ofGhilan.  Some  difputes  unfor-» 
tunately  arifmg,  as  well  between  the  Englilh 
themfelves,  as  between  the  Ruffians  and  Elton, 

•  Hacklu>-t,  p.  324—430.  S.  R.  G.  VIII.  426— 4)13. 

he 
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he  entered  into  the  fervice  of  Nadir  Shah,  and 
adifted  in  conftru6ting  fome  velTels  on  the  Caf- 
pian.  This  circumftance  gave  umbrage  to  the 
court  of  St.  Peterfburgh,  and  Elizabeth,  in  1746, 
withdrew  her  permiflion  to  the  EnghOi  mer- 
chants, of  paffing  through  her  dominions  for  the 
Gafpian  commerce.  .On  the  death  of  Nadir 
Shall  in  1 747,  who,  in  confequencc  of  Elton's  in- 
fluence, had  permitted  the  Englilli  to  trade  to 
Perfia,  their  factory  was  pillaged  by  one  of -the 
pretenders  to  the  throne,  and  their  commerce 
annihilated  *. 

The  Ruffians  purfued  with  pcrfcverance  the 
track  opened  by  our  merchants,  and  under 
Alex^y  Michaelovitch,  Aftracan  became  the 
centre  of  the  Perfian  trade ;  to  which  place 
merchants  from  Bucharia,  Crim  Tartary,  Ar~ 
menia^  Perfia,  and  even  India,  reformed.  The 
veflels  of  the  Pvuffians  being  rudely  framed,  with- 
out decks,  and  of  courfe  expofed  to  conftant 
iliipwrecks  t,  the  tzar  drew  from  Amfterdam  fe- 
veral  fliip-builders,  for  the  purpofe  of  conftrutft- 
ms:  vefTels  more  calculated  to  weather  the  dorms 
of  this  fea;  but  thefe  defigns  being  fruftrated  by 

•  Seellanway's  Britifh  trade  over  the  Cafpian  Sea,  in  his  Travels, 
Vols.  I.  and  II.;  and  Chap,  xxxiii.  in  the  fecond  volume  of  Cooke's 
Travels  through  the  Ruffian  Empire  to  Perfia.  Ecth  thefe  accounts, 
however  contradiclory  to  eich  other,  fufiicicntly  prove  the  unfortu.- 
nate  mifunderllandings  which  had  ariien  between  the  Englifn  who 
cn^ged  in  this  trade. 

t  S.  R.  G.  VII.  p.  495. 

VOL,  III.  X  the 
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the  rebellion  of  the  CofTacs  of  the  Don,  under 
Stenko  Razin*,  the  trade  of  Euflia  Avas  annihi- 
lated by  their  devaftations.  On  the  quelling 
of  the  revolt,  and  punilLnient  of  their  leader, 
the  greater  part  of  the  commerce  fell  into  the 
Jiand.s  of  the  Armenian  merchants  eftablifhed  in 
Aftracan,  who  fettled  fa6tories  both  in  the  R.uf' 
fian  and  Pcrfian  territories  t. 

During  this  Avhole  period  the  Ruffian  and.  Ar- 
menian traders  penetrated  no  further  than  Nie- 
zabad,  a  port  betu  een  Dcrbent  and  Baku ;  and 
1  heir  chief  fettlement  was  at  Shamakce,  capital 
of Shir>an,  until  J  7 1  U  Allien  that  toMn  was  taken 
by  the  Lelgccs,  and  the  factory  dcftroyed. 

In  ]7'2i,  this  commerce  was  again  revived: 
Peter  having  marched  an  army  into  Pei*fia,  over- 
ran the  provinces  of  Dageftan,  Shirvan,  Ghilan, 
and  Maiandcran,  on  the  Eaftcrn  and  Southern 
coafts  of  the  Calpian,  and  obtained  their  ceffiou 
by  a  formal  treaty.  Soon  afterwards,  he  efrablijbed, 
a  Ruffian  company  trading  to  the  Cafpian  :  ,but 
the  whole  capital  confifted  only  of  400  fhares,  of 
the  value  of  £.  so  each.  The  chief  fettlementi 
were  formed  at  Aftracan  and  Kiflar. 

llic  polVeffion  of  thefe  diftant  provinces  prov- 

•  Bulching,  IX.  80—88.     For  an  account  of  Stenko  Eafin,  fee 
Schmidt,  RulT.  Gef.  Vvl.  II.  p.  32.     Motley's  Hiftor)-  of  Catharine, 
Vol.  1.  p.  227. 
"  t  S,  R.  G.  VII.  p.  505. 

inar 
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ing   cxpenlivc,  and  of  little  advantage,  Anuc 
reltored  them  to  the  fophy  *  on.  condition  that 
the  Ruffian  mcichimts  iliould  enjoy  liherty  of 
trade  to  all  the  havens  of  the  Cafpian   with- 
out paying  duty,   Hiould  be  allowed  to  build 
lioufes  and  magazines,   and  not   be  fubject  to 
the  laws  of  the  country]".     The  privileges  of 
this  company  were  coniirmed  by  Anne  and  Eli- 
zabeth ;  but  the  commerce  was  inconfiderable 
until  the  reign  of  Catharine  II.  who,  in  17(>'2, 
abolhhed   this  exelufivc   right,   and  permitted 
all   her  fubjefts   to   trade  with    Perfia;   prohi- 
biting,  on  account   of  the  numerous  banditti 
who  infeft  the  roads,  the  inland  traffic  from  Kif- 
lar,  and  the  other  Cafpian  ports  to  Shamakec. 
Two  Ruffian  confuls  relide  at  Baku  and  Einzel- 
leej.     Thefe  regulations,  however,  cannot  pre- 
^^ent  the  contraband  trade  which  is  carried  on  at 
Shamakee,  and  the  other  inland  towns  of  Perfia, 
])y  the  Armenian   merchants ;  mIio,   from  their 
knowledge  of  the  country  and  language,  under- 
fell  the  Ruffians. 

Aftracan,  filuated  on  an  ifland  in  a  branch  of 
the  Volga,  is  the  great  ftaple  of  the  Caij)iau 
commerce;  and,  by  means  of  that  river,  is  rea- 
dily fupplied  with  European  merchandize  from 
the  ports  of  the  Baltic  §.     Although  Aftracan 

•  S.  R.  G.  r.  p.  154,  &c.  t  Guldenftaedf. 

X  Giildenftaedt,  \i.  24S.  §  Hainvay,  p.  x^i. 

y  2  i> 
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is  only  in  the  47th  degree  of  latitude,  yet  the 
cold  is  extremely  intenfe  in  winter;  and  for  tM'o 
months  the  Volga  is  generally  frozen  fo  hard  as 
to  bepalTed  over  by  heavy-laden  fledges  *.  Large 
tracts  of  foieft  on  the  banks  of  that  river,  in  tlie 
province  of  Cafan.  fmnilh  fufficient  oak  and 
timber  for  the  conftruction  of  veflels  for  the  Caf- 
]>ian  fea. 

The  Cafpian  is  6 SO  miles  in  length,  from  Gu- 
rief  to  ^Medflu-tifar,  and  in  no  part  more  than 
260  in  breadth.  It  has  no  tide;  and,  on  ac- 
tount  of  ihoals;  is  navigable  only  by  veHels 
drawing  from  9  to  i  o  feet  water ;  it  has  ftrong 
currents,  and,  like  all  inland  feas,  is  fiibjeft 
Xf)  violent  froims  t»  which  the  Ruflian  veflels. 
wretchedly  conftructcd,  weather  with  difficulty: 
the  waters  are  brackilh.  The  Uralian  Coflacs 
^enjoy  the  right  of  fJliing  on  the  coaft  47  mi  lei 
on  each  fide  of  the  river  Ural;  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Aftracan  poflefs  the  excluflve  privilege 
on  the  remaining  fhcrcs  belonging  to  RuflTia. 
The  roe  of  iturgeons  and  beluga  fupply  large 
quantities  of  caviare ;  and  the  fifh,  which  arc 
chiefly  falted  and  dried,  fonn  a  confiderable  ar- 
ticle of  confumption  in  the  Ruflian  empire.  The^ 
Cafpian  abounds  with  fea-dogs,  which  are  hunt- 
ed and  caught  in  great  numbers  J. 

•  Gmelin,  Vol.  II.  p.  84.  f  Kanwaj',  Vol.  I.  p.  393. 

+  Jour.  St.  Pet.  p.  253  ;  >.  R.  G.  VII.  p.  525.    For  a  lift  of  the 
■LQi  in  the  Cafijian,  ict  Gmeiin,  Vol.  JI.  p.  246. 

Th£ 
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The  ports  of  the  Cafpian  may  be  divided  into 
Ruffian,  Perfian,  and  Tartar. 

The    Runian    ports    and  trading  places  are, 
1.  Gurief ;  2.  Kiflar.  .;.,  v  ..-   >-    ; 

1.  Gunef,  fituated  on  tlie  mouth  of  the  Yaik 
or  Ural,  near  a  bay  of  the   Cafpian,    is  a  fniali 
but  ftrong:  fortrefs,  wliich  guards  the  frontiers 
of  tlie  Rufiian  empire  towards  the  tenitory  of 
the  Kirghees  Tartars.    The  place  contt^ins  fcarccT 
ly  a  huufhed  houfes  ;  and,  except  the  i^rrifoii, 
has  no  inhabitants  but  a  few  merchants  from 
Aftracan,  \viio  trade  with  tlic  neighbouring  Tar- 
tars *.     2.  The  fortrefs  of  Killar  ftantls  near  ,the 
Eaftern  coafr,   and  covers  the  frontiers  towards 
tlie  limits  of  Perlia.     Vclfels  formerly  eutercii 
the  fouthern  branch  of  the  Terek  y  but  as  the 
mouths  of  that  river  are  now  choked  up,  the 
merchandize  islanded  in  afmall  bay  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  34  miles.     Killar  draws  from  Aftracan 
tlie  European  commodities  necellarv^or  tile  Per- 
fian  tratlic,  togethei;  with  corn  and  provlfion  fpr . 
the  Ruffian  colonies  on  the  Terek,  and  for  the 
neigiibouring  difirict  of  ]\fount  Caucafus.     Rc- 
fide  the  gooils  whicli  are  dilpofed  of  at  tuflar, 
and  lent  to  the  Pcriian  poits,   the  iidiubiUmts 
carry  on  a  contraband  trade  to  Shamakee,  Der- 
beut,  and  even  Tiflis  in  Gcfbrgla,  wtiich  i^'ex-. 

•  Pilbs  Rfiie,  I    ^24,  i-T.  • 

Y  3  cc:dingly 
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ccedingly  {irecarious'  from  the  numerous  ban- 
ditti wlio  pillage  the  caravans. 

Before  1  enumerate  the  prihcipal  Pcrfian  ha- 
vens, it  would  be  necefiary  to  acquaint  the  rea- 
der to  Avhom  belong  the  provinces  of  ShirVan, 
Ghilan,  Mafanderan,  and  Aftrabad,  in  which 
countries  the  ports  reforted  to  by  the  Rufiians 
arc  fituated.  But  thfc  unfettled  ftatc  of  Perfiai 
and  the  civil  wars  which  continue  to  harafs  that 
divided  empire,  render  it  ditlicult  to'  afcertain 
that  point  *.  In  general,  thofe  provinces  are  go- 
verned by  their  own  khans,  Avho,  though  tribu- 
tary to  the  fophy,  render  themfelves  occafionally 
independent ;  and  as  they  are  continually  at 
^•ar  M'ith  each  other,  their  governments  are  the 

feat  of  almoft  perpetual  hoftility,  rapiiit,  and  de- 

'  +  I    ■  • 

.<!  1   J        ■\     <  '  .    •    -■  ^<   >i 

*'  hn'tM  aflSffifiation  of  Nadir  Shah,  in  1 747,  various  competitors 
prtferited  theoifelves  to  rill  the  vacajit  throne  ;  and  in  lefs  than  two 
y.e^r^  cig|iit  Ibvereigns  had  reigned,  been  depofed,  or  alTafliriated  j 
•when  Kerim  Khan,  one  of  Nadir's  generals,  fubdued  all  his  rivals, 
and  'made  hTOfeir-mafter  of  all  Perria.  He  reigned  thirty  years,  and 
fixed  his  refidence  in  his  favourite  city  of  Shirauz,  On  his  death, 
in  17^9,  Perfia.  was  again  expofed  to  all  the  horrors  ofadifputed 
Juccc}ffio<>,  snd  divided  between  the  two  principal  competitors. 
Alcau  \Iahomed  Khan,  a  Perfian  of  high  dillin(5lion,  wlio  was  caf- 
trated  in  his  infancy  by  order  of  Nadir  Shah,  and  who,  like  Narfes, 
poirefled  great  civil  and  military  ^lents,  was,  in  1788,  mafter  of 
Mizandenm.and  Ghilan, as  veil  as  the  cities  of  Ifpahan  andTauris. 
Jaafar  Khan,  nephew  of  Kerim  Khan,  ^vas  at  that  period  fovereign 
ct  Slurauz,  the  capital,  and  of  the  Southern  provinces.— 'Fraiikliii's 
Tour  from  Bengal  toPerfia,p.  278 — 351. 

vafuition. 
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vaftation.  Meamrliile,  the  trade  flourillies  or 
diiniiiillies  in  proportion  as  the  e^aftions  of  tlie 
fo\Treigns  are  more  or  lefs  f Vecjuent  and  exorbi- 
tant.    ' 

Th^Perfian  havens  are,  J.  Derbciit;  2.  Nie- 
zabail;  3.  Baku;  4-  Einzellec;  5.  Tarabat;  6. 
^ledlhetifar;   7.  Aftrabad. 

1.  Derbent  is  the  "worft  port  in  the  Cafpian; 
if  it  can  be  called  a  port,  where  veUels  can  fcl- 
dom  approach  the  iliore,  on  account  of  fands 
and  flioals,  but  are  gcneraiJy  obhge<l  to  anclior 
at  the  diftance  of  three  quarters  of  aniile:  from 
this  circumftancc,  joined  to  tiie  inconliderablc 
degree  of  commerce,  it  is  little  frequented. 
Derbent,  in  the  province  of  Sliirvan,  is  a  Per- 
fian  fortrefs,  farrounded  by  high  brick  \valls; 
the  inhabitants  arc  chiefly  Perfians,  Tartars,  and 
a  few  Armenians.  Two  or  three  Kulhan  Ihips 
arc  annually  bound  for  Derbent ;  they  are  ufiially 
laden  with  oats  and  rye,  and  carry  iron,  ftcci, 
and  lead  for  the  Lcfgee?  and  other  Tartar  na- 
tions, Svho  inhabit  the  F.aficrn  chain  of  the  C  uii- 
cafus.  The  neighbourhood  produces  fome  com, 
but  not  fiillicient  for  the  conUunption  of  the 
place,  e.  Niefovaia  Priftan,  or  Niczabad,  was 
formerly  the  port  molt  frequented  by  the  Ruf- 
fians, and  chiefly  vifited  by  the  merchants  of 
Shamakee,  who  fupplied  the  province  of  Shir- 
van   with   Euro]iean   commodities.      Near    tiie 

r    >  harbour 


S28  TRAVELS    I  y    RUSSIA.  B.  6. 

harbour  are  fevieral  wretched  villages.  3.  ■  Baku 
is  cfteenied  the  moft  comjnodious  hav^nj  as 
yelTels  may  fecurely  anchoj-  in  feven  fathoft^s  M^a- 
ter ;  but  the  number  of  Ihoals,  iflauds,  ?inid 
Iknd-banks,  rentier  the  entrance  extregiely  dif- 
ficult and  dangerous,  particularly  to  >hG  Ruf- 
fians, who  are  not  expert  failors.  B^u  i^.  a 
fortrcfs  fiirrounded  with  high  brick  waH|:.the 
inhabitants,  like  thofe  of  Derbent,  are  Perfia"nsV 
Tartars,  and  a  few.  Armei?ian  merchants.  The, 
principal  articles  of  exportation  are  naphta,  and 
rock  fait,  of .  l?otli  which  there  are  iiiincs:.oi|V(|h^, 
eaft  Me  of  the  bay.  The  inhabitants  cultivatp 
faffron  and:  th^  cqtton-trec,  but.  not  to  any  con-, 
fidciable  advantage.  The  trade  of  Baku,  though 
more  valuable  than  that  of  .Derbent,' is  ftjU  in.- 
confiderable,  and  chiefly  carried  on  with  Sha- 
makee,  from  whence  it  draws  raw  filk  and  fdken 
fluffs.  A  Rufhan.  conful  is  rcfident  at  this 
place*.  Before  we  quit  the  province  of  Sliirvan, 
it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  its  capital, 
the  inland  town  of  Shamakee,  which  is  only  66 
miles  from  Baku,  and  fupplies  that  port  with 
raw  fdk  and  filkcn  ftuffs.  Shamakee  owed.it^ 
commercial  importance  to  the  filk  which  is 
cultivated  in  the  neighbouring  diftricl,  and 
ftill  prefcrves  the  town   from  ruin,   though  the 

•  Gmelin,  vol.  III.  p.  5:,lc;     Gvildenftaedt. 

traflic 
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traffic  is  greatly  reduced  by  the  exorbitant  ex- 
actions of  the  khan  of  Kiiba;  it  was  alfo  crowded 
withTurkifli  and  Greek  merchants;  but  at  pre- 
fent  contains  only  a  few  Armenian  and  In- 
dian traders.  The  inhabitants  manufiiclure  filk 
j\nd  cotton  fluffs,  far  inferior  to  thofe  made  in 
the  beginning  of  the  century.  Tlie  filk  of  this 
province  is  exported  into  the  interior  part  of 
Pcrfia,  Turkey,  Georgia,  and  KuiTia.  Siiamakee 
itill  fupphcs  part  of  Georgia,  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  Eaftcrn  chain  of  Mount  Caucalus, 
witli  European  commodities,  principally  by 
means  of  the  traffic  with  Baku,  and  the  contra- 
l)and  trade  with  the  Armenians  and  Ruffians*. 
4.  j£inzellee,  though  a  wretched  village,  is  the 
moft  frequented  for  the  Pcrfian  commerce:  for- 
merly veliels  entered  through  the  channel  into 
a  bay;  but  this  bay  being  choked  up,  are 
obliged  to  lie  at  anchor  in  the  road.  Kinzellce 
is  fituated  on  the  fouth-weftcrn  coafr,  a  few  miles 
north  of  Ilelhd,  ca])ital  of  the  province  of 
Ghilan:  it  conlifts  of  Old  and  New  Einzcllec; 
the  former  inhabited  by  the  Perfians  and  Ar- 
menians, under  tlie  jurifdi6tion  of  the  fo])hy, 
the  latter,  by  the  Uul'lian  merchants,  and  thole 
Armenians  ^\'ho  arc  rubject  to  Ruflia.  A  car- 
iilbn  of  tliirty    foldiers  is  ftationed  under  the 

*  Gmdin,  vol.  III.  p.  60,  Sec. 

,    c<.::rimand 


Sad  T  R  A'-V  E  Its'   IN    RUS-si'A.  .^.4. 

command  of  the  conful.  It  contains -a  "RuG- 
iian  and  Armenian  church,  and  about  5oO  houfcsj 
moftly  formed  with  reed.  The  reftife  only^of 
the  Perfian  and  European  conniTodities  is  ex*- 
pofed  to  fale  at  Einzellee;  the  g^reat  mart  be^ 
ing  at  Refhd,  Avliere  the  Ruffians  have  ere6led 
booths,  to  which  place  a  conflux  df  merchants 
from  Tauris,  and  the  principal  cities  of  Pcrfia, 
Armenia,  and  even  Turkey,  refort,  in  order  t6 
purchafe  the  raw  fdk  and  manufaftures  of  Ghi- 
Ian.  Hence  the  Ruffians  difpofe  of  their  Euio*- 
pean  commodities  to  confidcrable !  advantage, 
and  obtain  in  return  the  produ('*^i6ns  of  this  rich 
province.  The  manufactures  *  and  f ilk  of  Ghi- 
lan,  efteemcd  the  bcft  in  Perfia,  liave  been  in 
fuch  repute  for  thefe  laft  fifty  years,  that  Reflid 
is  become  one  of  firft  commercial  towns  in  this 
'part  of  Afia.  The  fineft  fort  is  ufually  white, 
and  chiefly  fent  into  the  interior  cities  of  Perfia, 
or  fold  to  the  Turks;  the  inferior  kind  is  yel- 
low, and  principally  difpofcd  of  to  the  Ruffians. 
There  is  fuch  a  conftant  demand  for  the  filk  of 
Ghilan  t,  that  the  price  rifes  every  year.  Rcflul 
fupplies  tlie  bordering  provinces  of  Perfia,  and 
■the  independent  neighbouring  ftates  as  far  as 

f^  See, in  Gmelln,  vol.  Til.  p.  415,  a  lift  of  the  majiufaftares  of 
Ghilan. 

f  For  an  account  of  the  filk.  of  Ghilan,  fee  Gmelin,  vol.  III. 
P.41Z.     Han  way,  vol.  II.  p.  16.     S.  R,  G.  VII.  p.  515. 

Georgia, 
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Georgia,  with  European  merchandize,  except 
the  goods  which  arc  tranfported  immediately 
from  Aftracan,  through  Kiliar  and  Moltok,  to 
the  neareft  parts  of  Georgia,  and  of  the  neigli- 
bouring  mountains;  and  thofe  fent  from  Sha- 
makce,  to  tlie  Lcfgees  Tartars,  and  otlicr  inde- 
pendent tribes  *.  5.  Farabat,  and  f),  Medllieti- 
far,  are  fituated  on  the  fouthcrn  coaft,  in  tlie  pro- 
vince of  Mafanderan;  they  arc  both  fmall  vil- 
lages, of  which  Medllietifar  is  moll  commer^ 
cial,  from  its  vicinity  to  Balfrufcb,  capital  of 
the  province,  where  the  R.uffians  and  Armenians 
convey  their  merchandize:  the  trailic,  however, 
is  much  lefs  confiderable  than  formerly,  a  cir- 
cumftance  owing  to  the  impofitions  of  tlic  khan 
of  Maianderan.  The  chief  productions  of  this 
country  are  filk,  far  inferior  to  that  of  Ghilan, 
rice  and  cotton,  of  which  articles  there  is  a 
large  exportation.  ]\Ierchants  from  Kaflcan, 
Ifpahan,  Schirafs,  and  Khorafan,  i\i\nt  to  Bal- 
frufch,  and  bring  for  fale  the  Perfian  and  Indian, 
commodities  1 .  7.  The  bay  of  Altrabad,  where 
the  Ruffians  land  and  proceed  to  the  capital. 
The  produdions  of  this  province,  and  its  exports 
and  imports,  arc  nearly  limilar  to  thofe  of  xVIa- 
fanderan.  The  commerce  of  Afrrabad  is  chiefly 
with  Candahar. 

•  Gmelin,vol,  III,  p.  414.        f  Gmelin,  vol.  III.  p.  459. 

The 
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The  Tartar  ha,vc^s  arc,,  ].  The  Bay  of  Bal- 
kan; 2.  Manguflilak,  botli  of  which,  but  par- 
ticularly tlic  latjtcr,  aiford  a  fccure  harbour. 
1.. The. Ruffians  frequent  the  ifiaiids  in  the  bay 
of  Balkan;  inhabited  cliiefly  by  pirates  of  the 
race  of  Turkoman  Tartars:  thefe  illands  pro- 
duce lice  and  cotton,  and  one  of  them,  called 
Naphthonia,  abounds  in  naphtlia.  TJie  traffic 
might  be  increafed  to  the  advantage  of,  Iluflia  ; 
as  it  would  be  far  more  commodious  to  trade 
with  the  Tartars  of  Khiva  and  Bucharia  from 
tl?efe  parts,  than  fiom  Orci^hurglij  through  the 
country  of  the  warlike  and  independent  Kirg- 
hees.  .  2.  The  commerce  of  My,ugulldalv  is  moft 
confiderable :  the  neighbouring  Tartars,  biing  to 
this  place  the  productions  of  their  own  countr}-, 
aiid  even  of  Bucharia,  fuclias  cotton,  yarn,  and 
fluffs,  furs  and  fkius,  and  rhidjarb  *»  ..    • 

Tke  principal  commociities  exported  frotn  Aftra«an  to  the  ports 
of  the  Cafpun  fea,  are  cloths,  chiefly  English,  Dutch,  French,  and 
Silcfian;  vltrio!,  Ibap,  allimi,  Aigar,  JRu/Ticm  leather,  needles,  and 
cotton  itufFs,  coarfe  linen  manufa£lv>red  in  Rufiia,  velvets,  glafs- 
wave  aud  looking-gluires,  writing  paper,  a  few  furs'  and  (kins,  a 
fmall  quantity  of  tea,  provifions,  chiefly  corn  and  butter,  wine, 
brandy,  wooden  furniture,  fea-horfe  teeth;  alfo  iron,  brafs,  tin, 
lead,  hardware,  watches,  &c.  &c.  In  lyy^,  tl'c  value  of  the  cloths 
exported  anaountsd  to  ,^.52,600;  the  cochineal  10^.4^,600;  and 
the  indigo  to  ,C-7jOoa  Imports:  Raw  and  manufactured  filks, 
bor  chiefly  the  former,  from  the  provinces  of  vShirvan  and  Ghilan; 
which  article,  in  1775,  amounted  to  ^C- 43,800.  Buchanan  hinl»- 
fejns,  rice,  dried  fiuit,  fpices  and  drugs,  coiiee,  wine,  fafl:Von,  fait, 

»  GaldenHuedt,  p.  263—267. 

Adpliur, 
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fulphur,  nnd  naphtha.  The  Indians  and  merchants  of  Khiva  brinj 
occafionally  to  Aftracan  gold  and  filver  in  bars,  gold-dull,  precious 
ftones,  and  pearls. 

The  trade  of  the  Cafpian  fca  had  confiderably 
declined  before  tlie  acceflion  of  the  late  eniprcis: 
by  the  aboHtion  of  monopolies,  and  by  other 
uft'ful  regulations,  it  has  lately  increafed  to  fuch 
a  degree,  that  within  the  fpaee  of  lifteen  yeai-jj 
the  average  fiini  of  the  exports  and  imports  has 
been  nearly  tripled : 

Total  exports 
and  importJ. 

'      *     ^Imports         42,icci  ^   /   > 

Balaace  againft  RulTa       -         6,000 

1-63      SK^Ports     ,^.87,700?        ^   K-.  ,no 
'/^^»    J  Imports  63,700  s        i.-h-A'X> 

Bahince  in  favour  of  Riiflia     24  000 


775.     {I 


Exports  r.  I2C,4007        ^   .^„.,^ 
iiiports  64,120  J        '^        -^ -^ 


Balance  in  favour  of  Ru/Tia     6i,2So 

TrafHc  with. Georgia  and  the  natives  of 

Caucafus  -        -        -        -  £.  io,coo 


Total  In  1775  .        -        -        -         ^  i?9'S^^ 

Th?  contraband  trade  is  not  included  in  this  calcuhticn  *. 

*  The  reailerwho  wiihes  to  trace  the  rife,  progrcfs,  aid  prcfbnt 
•ft.rte  of  the  commerce  on  the  Cafpian  fen,  muft  confultand  comnnre 
Jiackhiyt's  CoUeftion  of  Voyages,  vol.  I.  p.  324  to  431 ;  Han- 
way's  Britilh  Trade  of  the  Cafpian  Sea;  Cooke's  Travels  j  S.  R.  G. 
VII.  103 — 546;  Gmelin's  Reifc,  vol.  III.;  and  Guldenftaedt's 
Treatife  mentioned  above. 

Ccymmcrce 
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Commerce  rcith  the  Buchanans  and  Chinefe. 

Under  the  commerce  with  the  Buchaiians  *  I 
comprize  that  with  the  Cahnucs,  and  other  Tartar 
nations  beyond  the  frontiers  of  Siberia;  becaufe 
it  is  of  fuch  little  importance  as  fcarcely  to  de- 
ferve  a  feparate  article. 

The  Bucharians,  who  inhabit  the  fouth-wefterii 
part  of  Independent  Tartary,  are  a  commercial 
people;  their  caravans  travel  through  the  M'hole 
continent  of  Afia  t  >  and  traffic  with  Ruiha, 
Thibet,  China,  India,  and  Perfia.  Ruffia  con- 
tains feveral  colonies  of  Bucharians,  who  are 
fettled  in  many  large  to^^Tis  of  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces, and  maintain  a  conftant  communication 
with  the  merchants  of  their ^own  country.  Their 
principal  miarts  are  Tomfk,  Kiacla,  and  Oren- 
burgh,  which  is  the  moft  confiderablc,  and  chiefly 
trades  with  Kafkar,  Tafhkent,  and  Khi^:j;. 
Their  caravans  are  expofed  to  pillage  from  the 
Kirghccs  Tartars,  through  whofe  country  they 
are  obliged  to  pafs.  Their  imports  are  gold  and 
fdver,  chiefly  in  Perfian  coins  and  Indian  rupees, 

*  Having  before  mentioned  the  commerce  with  the  Bucha- 
rians nponthe  Eaitern  coafls  of  the  Cafpian,  it  is  needlefs  to  enter 
upon  any  further  detail  of  it  in  this  place. 

t  S.  R.  G.  VII.  p.  7. 

^  RytikofOienb.  Top.  vol.  I.  p.  26^. 

6*  ,         gold- 
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o'old-duft*,,  precious  ftoncs,  particularly  rubies, 
lapis  lazuli,  fpun  and  raw  cotton,  cotton  Itufts  in 
great  abundance,  both  Indian  and  Bucharian, 
half-fdks,  unprepared  nitre,  native  fal-animoniac, 
lamb-fkins,  raw  lilk  in  fmall  quantities,  and  rhu- 
barb, large  droves  of  flieep  and  horfes  '|',  Ex- 
ports: Cloth,  Ruflian  leather,  beads  and  trin- 
kets, hardware,  indigo,  cochineal,  &c. 

The  Chinefe  trade  is  by  far  the  moft  import- 
ant part  of  its  Afiatic  commerce,  and  is  now 
carried  on  at  Kiada,  fituated  upon  the  frontiers 
of  the  Chinefe  and  Ruflian  empires.  Biit  hav- 
ing in  a  former  puMication  ."j;  given  a  circum- 
Itantial  account  of  this  commerce,  it  will  be 
fufiicicnt  to  obferve,  that  in  1777,  the  total  funi 
of  importation  and  exportation,  as  entered  at 
the  cuftom-houfc,  amounted  to  jT.  373,060. ;  but 
if  wc  include  the  contraband  trade,   which  ii 

•  This  gold-duft  is  found  In  the  fund  of  the  rivers  of  Bucha- 
ria^  This  was  the  principal  indiKcment  to  the  tiift  expeditions  of 
the  Englifli  merchants  over  the  Cafpiau  Into  Bucharia,  which  are 
rtlated  in  Hackluyt's  Collection.  Peter  the  Great  ftnt  fevcr.il 
Ruffian  merchants  into  the  country  for  the  fame  purpofe.  See 
S.  R.  G.  IV.  p.  183,  &c.  Rytlkof,  vol.  I.  p.  263.  Ruilia  Illuf- 
rati,  vol.  II.  p.  141. 

t  Pallas  Rcife,  vol.  I.  p.  23^,  &c.  The  Hieep  and  horfes  are 
brought  for  lale  by  the  Kirgecs  Tartars.  Pallas  lays,  that  above 
60,000  fliecp,  and  10,000  horfes,  are  yearly  lold  at  Orenburgh, 
p.  234. 

I  See  an  account  of  the  tranfa6lions  and  commerce  between 
Ruifia  and  China,  in  Rufllan  Diiluverics,  Bjok  III.  thap.  II. — V. 

very 
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very  confiderable,  and  make  an  allowance  for 
the  deficiencies  of  the  above-mentioned  year, 
which  was  not  fo  favourable  as  the  preceding, 
we  may  fairly  eftimate  the  grofs  amount  of 
the  average  trade  to  China,  in  exports  and  im- 
ports, at  near  £,  800,000  fterling. 
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CHAP.    5. 

On  the  commerce  of  the  Black  Sea.-^Havens.— -Exports  and  im- 
ports.— Ports  and  territory  ceded  by  the  Turks  to  Ruflla.— Za- 
porogian  Cofiacs.^Produftions  of  the  Southern  provinces. — 
Navigation  of  the  Don  and  Dnieper. — Attempts  of  the  Rufliana 
to  profecute  the  commerce  through  the  Dardanelles  to  the  Medi- 
terranean.—'Precarious  ftate  of  that  trade. 

TJETER  the  Great  firft  attempted  to  open  a 
•*•  commerce  through  the  Euxine,  and  to  ex- 
port, by  that  channel,  the  prod U(5lions  of  South* 
em  Ruffia.  By  his  vidories  over  the  Turks,  the 
poffeflion  of  Azof,  and  the  conftruvJTtion  of  Tagan- 
roc,  he  feemed  on  the  eve  of  reaUzing  this  favour- 
ite project;  but  all  his  vaft  fchemes  were  baftled 
by  the  unfuccefsful  campaign  of  1711,  which  ter- 
minated in  the  peace  of  Prutli:  a  peace  pur- 
chafed  by  the  ceffion  of  Azof  and  Taganroc, 
and  by  relinquifliing  the  commerce  of  the  Eux- 
ine. Since  that  period  the  Turks  have  jealoufly 
excluded  the  Ruffians  from  all  iliare  in  the  navi- 
gation of  their  feas,  until  Catharine  finiflied  a 
fuccefsful  war  againft  the  Porte  by  the  glorious 
peace  of  1774.  By  this  peace  Ruflia  obtained 
a  free  navigation  in  all  the  Turkiih  feas,  a  right 
of  paffing  through  the  Daidanelles,  all  the 
commercial  immunities  granted  to  the  moft  fa- 
v©L.  iiT.  z  voured 
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voured  nations  in  amity  with  the  Porte,  the 
towns  of  Azof  and  Taganroc,  the  three  fortreifes 
of  Kinbuin,  Kertlli,  and  Yenikale,  and  a  large 
diurift  between  the  Bog  and  the  Dnieper. 

Many  fpeculations  have  been  made  concern- 
ing the  extent  and  value  of  the  traffic  which 
Ruffia  is  likely  to  eftablilh  in  the  Black  Sea,  and 
the  revolution  which  it  may  effect  in  the  com- 
merce of  Europe,  by  transferring  part  of  the 
Baltic  trade  to  the  ports  of  the  ^Mediterranean. 
In  confequence  of  this  change,  it  is  alferted,  the 
fouthern  provinces  Mill  find  a  vent  for  their  fu- 
perfluous  productions;  the  Ruffian  veliels  will 
open  a  profitable  trade  vith  Crim  Tartaiy,  with 
the  Auftrian  provinces  at  Kilia-Xava,  Mith  the 
Turks  at  Conftantinople,  and  with  tlie  Greeks 
in  the  Levant.  The  iron  of  Siberia,  the  corn, 
hemp,  and  flax  of  the  Ukraine,  and  the  conti- 
guous provinces,  will  l>e  fent  from  the  havens  of 
the  Black  Sea,  through  the  Dardanelles,  to  fup- 
p!y  the  ports  of  the  ^Mediterranean;  and  thus 
France  and  Spain  will  be  furnilhed  with  naval 
ftores  by  a  cheaper  and  more  expeditious  navi- 
gation than  through  the  Baltic  and  the  North- 
ern Ocean.  As  the  completion  of  this  great 
and  extcnfive  project  can  only  be  the  work  of 
time,  and  depends  on  a  variety  of  contingen- 
cies, we  cannot  pretend  to  form-any  abfolute 
decifion  on  the  probability  of  its  failure  of  fur- 

cefs ; 
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eefs;  but  a  confiderable  light  may  be  thrown  on 
this  intricate  fubje6l  by  an  attention  to  the  fol- 
lowing objects  of  inquiry  *. 

I.  The  traffic  on  the  Turkiih  Seas  before  the 
peace,  with  an  account  of  their  havens  and 
exports.  II.  The  ports  and  territory  ceded  to 
Ruffia,  and  the  new  towns  conftru6led  by  the 
emprefs.  III.  The  productions  of  the-fouthern 
provinces,  and  the  navigation  of  the  Don  and 
Dnieper.  IV.  The  progrefs  liitherto  made  by 
the  Ruffians  to  eftablifh  an  intercourfe  between 
the  Black  Sea,  through  the  Dardanelles,  with  the 
ports  of  the  Mediterranean. 

I.  The  traffic  on  the  Turkiih  Seas  before  the 
peace  of  1774,  was  chiefly  carried  on  by  the 
Greeks,  Armenians,  and  Turks;  and  as  the  Ruf- 
fians poffeffed  no  port,  either  on  the  Sea  of  Azof 
or  the  Euxine;  Tcherkafk,  capital  of  the  Don 
Coffacs,  was  the  place  where  the  productions  of 
this  empire  and  Turkey  were  reciprocally  ex- 
chang-ed.  The  Greek  and  Armenian  merchants 
failed  to  Taganroc,  where  they  performed  qua- 
rantine, and  then  proceeded  with  their  merchan- 
dize to  Tcherkafk;  having  firft  paid  the  duty 
at  Temernik,  a  fmall  village  on  the  Don,  now 
the   fortrefs    of  St.    Dmitri.      Tcherkafk    was 

*  In  this  inquiry  I  have  principally  followed  Guldenftaedt's 
Eflay  Von  der  Hafen  am  Azowfchen  Schwartzen  and  Weiffen' 
Meere,  in  Journ.  St,  Pet.  for  1776. 

7,  2  alfa 
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alfo  the  emporium  of  an  inland  commerce  with 
the  merchants  of  Kuhan  and  Cnm  Tartary. 
The  imports  were  chiefly  Greek  wines,  raifins, 
dried  figs,  almonds,  oil,  rice,  faifron,  painted 
linens  and  cottons ;  the  exports,  hides  and  lea- 
ther, coarfe  linen,  hard-ware,  and  caviare,  &c.  *. 
The  Greek  and  Armenian  merchants,  in  return- 
inof  to  Conftantinople,  fupplied  the  ports  of  the 
Sea  of  Azof  and  the  Euxine  with  Ruffian  and 
European  commodities. 

In  order  to  form  a  general  idea  of  the  traffic 
in  the  Turkiili  Seas,  we  mufi  take  a  curfory  view 
of  their  havens,  imports  and  exports. 

Among  the  harbours  of  the  Black  Sea  refort- 
ed  to  by  the  Greek  and  Armenian  merchants^ 
the  moft  frequented  were  thofe  of  Crim  Tartary, 
noAV  called  Taurlda  ;  namely,  Yenikale,  one  of 
the  fortreflcs  lately  ceded  to  Rullia,  Balaklava, 
Kollof,  and  Caffa,  now  Theodofia,  which  merits 
a  particular  defcription.  Caffa  and  the  whole  pe- 
ninfula,  which  were  b  ore  under  the  dominion  of 
a  khan,  who  was  a  vafi'al  to  the  Turks,  were,  by  an 
article  in  the  late  peace,  declared  independent, 
andfubjcd,toakhan,  ele61ed  by  the  nati-ves, though 
confirmed  both  by  the  emprefsand  grand-fignor. 
It  was  the  capital  of  the  Crimea  ;  and  the  Tar- 
tars diftinguillied   it  by  the  name  of  Half  Con-. 

*  SeeTarif  (if  the  Impojtcd  and  Exported  Wares.  Buf.  HIA. 
Mag.  XI.  p.  375. 

ftantinople. 
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flantinople  *.  The  bay  is  capable  of  containing 
feveral  hundred  merchant  fliips  ;  and  the  inha- 
bitants are  the  richeft,  and  drive  the  mod  ex- 
tenfive  trade  in  the  Black  Sea.  The  produ6tions 
of  Crim  Tartary,  exported  from  Caffa  and  the 
Other  havens  of  the  peninfula,  confift  chiefly  in 
corn,  wine,  wool,  tine  black  and  grey  lamb-fkins, 
and  fait.  The  imports  are  fine  and  coarfe  linens, 
printed  cottons,  nankeen,  Ruffian  leather,  fine 
cloths,  velvets,  tafteties,  furs,  ropes,  paper,  falted 
filh,  and  caviare,  tobacco  leaves,  copper  and 
tin,  hard-w^e,  gold  and  filver  thread,  beads 
and  corals,  earthen  wares,  a  coarfe  fort  of  porce- 
lain, and  glafs  ware  t?  &g.  &c. 

The  port  of  Taman  lies  oppofite  to  Yenikalft, 
at  the  extremity  of  the  llraits  of  Caffa,  on  a 
fmall  ifland  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  Kuban  :  it 
was  fubjecl  to  the  khan  of  Crim  Tartary,  and 
traffics  with  the  Circaffians  from  Mount  Cauca- 
fus,  the  Coffacs  dwelling  near  the  rivers  which 
fall  into  the  Kuban,  and  the  Tartars  inhabiting 

•  Nennen  folche  di  Tartary  nur  Jarim  Stambul.  Kleeman'i 
Reife  von  WIen  nach  Conftantinopel.  See  a  curious  account  of 
CafFa,  in  that  work.  The  author  obferved  there  feveral  ruins  of 
the  buildings  which  the  Genoefe  conftrufted  when  CafFa  was  in 
their  pofTeffion,  particularly  the  remains  of  the  ancient  citadel,  of 
churches,  of  angels  and  faints  grofsly  carved  on  ftone,  and  feveral 
I^atin  infcriptions,  p.  i68,  &c.  He  defcribes  Crim  Tartary  as  a 
very  fruitful  country. 

t  Guldenftaedt,  p.  \z-^i\. 

%  3  the 
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the  defert  between  the  Kuban  and  the  Don. 
The  exports  are  honey,  wax,  fait,  wool,  fox- 
{kins,  martens,  iheep,  &;c. ;  the  imports  nearly 
fmiilar  to  thofe  at  Caffa. 

The  ports  of  the  Eaftern  and  Southern  coafts 
of  the  Black  Sea  are  fituated  in  the  Turkifli  pro- 
vinces of  Alingrelia,  Georgia,  and  Anatolia:  the 
principal  are  l.  Poti,  where  the  merchants  of 
Georgia  refort;  Q.Trebizond  ;  3.  Cherfon,  which 
is  diftant  only  60  miles  from  Tokat,  at  which 
town  the  caravans  from  Perfia  aflfemble  and  fcr 
parate,  in  order  to  proceed  by  different  routes 
to  Smyrna  and  Cohftantinople.  Sinope,  the 
neareft  port  upon  the  Black  Sea  to  Angora,  is 
the  only  place  hitherto  known  that  fupplies 
the  fine  goats-hair,  generally  called  camels-hair, 
from  which  the  bell  camlets  are  manufaClured, 
that  equal,  if  not  furpafs,  thofe  of  BrulTels.  The 
hair,  fpun  into  yarn,  is  chiefly  purchafed  at  To- 
kat by  the  merchants  of  the  caravans  in  their 
way  to  Smyrna,  from  which  port  Europe  is 
moftly  fupplied  with  this  commodity.  The 
Greek  and  Armenian  merchants  draw  fVom  thefe 
parts  honey,  wax,  fox-fkins,  martens,  and  Iheep, 
raw  and  manufa6lured  filk,  both  Perfian  and 
Turkilh,  cotton,  callicoes,  rice,  faffron,  dried 
fruit,  &c.  They  are  fupphed  in  return  with  Ruf- 
fian and  other  European  productions.  4.  Tios  or 
Tilios,  where  the  Turks  have  a  dock  for  repair- 
/  ing 


C.  5.        COMMERCE  OF  THE  BLACK  SEA.  343 

mg  fliips,  and  at  'which  place  fails,  cordage, 
anchors,  and  other  naval  ilores,  are  advantage- 
oullv  difpofed  of. 

The  ports  on  the  Weftern  Ihore  of  tlie  Black 
Sea,  befide  Kinburn,  are  Varna  in  Bulgaria, 
which  is  diftant  about  lOO  miles  from  Adriano- 
ple;  Kilia-Nova,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Danube  in 
Wallachia ;  and  Akkermen,  on  the  mouth  of  the 
Dniefter,  in  Beffarabia,  60  miles  from  Bender. 
Thefe  ports  furniih  wool,  dried  fruits,  Hunga- 
rian and  Moldavian  wines,  buffalo  fkins,  &c. 
The  traffic  to  Varna  and  Akkermen  might  be 
confiderably  increafed  by  forming  a  more  regu- 
lar communication  with  Adrianople  and  Bender; 
and  that  of  Kilia-Nova  might  be  rendered  high- 
ly important,  by  vending  the  produdions  of 
Auftria  and  Hungary,  if  the  navigation  of  the 
Danube  was  not  obftru6led  by  the  jealoufy  of 
the  Turks.  The  imports  conlift  in  European 
and  Ruffian  produftions,  for  the  mofl  part  fnni- 
lar  to  thofe  of  Caffii. 

Conftantinople  and  Gallipoliare  the  principal 
havens  in  the  fea  of  Marmora.  The  Ruffian 
iwiportsare  furs  and  fkins,  leather,  fail-cloth,  cor- 
dage, anchors,  tar  and  pitch,  fteel  and  iron,  fait 
fiih,  caviare,  butter,  fea-horfe  teeth,  wax,  tea, 
muik,  callor-oil,  colours,  paper,  coarfe  cloth, 
linen,  and  corn :  the  exports  to  Ruffia  are  raw 
and  manufa6lured  fdk  and  cotton,  muffins,  rich 
Turkifk  fluffs,  and  carpets,  wool  and  Angora- 

z  4  goats- 
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goats-hair,  Grecian  wines,  oil,  all  kinds  of  Eu- 
ropean and  Afiatic  fruit,  lemons  and  oranges, 
tobacco  and  fnufts,  fpices,  faffron,  opium,  and 
other  fpeciesof  drugs,  pearls  and  precious  ftones, 
gold  and  filver  *,  &c. 

II.  The  ports  and  territory  ceded  to  RufTia, 
and  the  new  towns  fmce  conftru6ted  by  the  em- 
prefs.  The  ceded  places  are,  i.  The  diftri6l  on 
the  Sea  of  Azof;  2.  Kertfch  and  Yenikal^,  in 
Crim  Tartary  ;  3.  The  fortrefs  of  Kinburn ;  4. 
The  territory  between  the  Dnieper  and  the  Bog. 

1.  The  diftri6t  bordering  on  the  Sea  of  Azof 
comprifes,  befide  a  large  tra6t  of  territory  to  the 
eaft  and  weft  of  Azof,  the  fortrelTes  Azof,  Tagan- 
roc,  and  Petrofflv.  Azof  is  no  longer  of  the 
fame  importance  as  it  was  in  the  reign  of  Peter 
the  Great;  the  branch  of  the  Don,  on  which 
it  Hands,  being  now  fo  choaked  with  fand  as 
fcarcely  to  admit  theTmallell  veffels.  The  mer- 
chandize therefore  is  ufually  depofited  at  Tagan- 
roc  or  Petroffk ;  and  the  frigates  and  merchant-p 
ihips,  which  were  formerly  conflruci:ed  at  Azof, 
are  now  built  either  at  St.  Dmitri  or  Roftof,  and 
pafs  down  the  Don  into  the  Sea  of  Azof,  through 
another  branch  of  that  river.  As  the  harbour 
of  Taganroc  contains,  upon  an  average,  only 
feven  feet  of  w  ater,  the  velTels  muft  draw  no 
more  than  five  or  fix  feet ;  the  town  has  been 
rendered  commodious   by  the   conftrudion  of 

•  Gvildenftaedt,  p.  zi-^z^. 

feveral 
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feveral  warehoufes  and  other  buildings  during 
the  late  war ;  and  is  efteemed  for  the  falubrity  of 
the  air.  The  fortrefs  of  Petroffk,  which  Hands 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Broda,  and  commands  the 
Turkiili  frontiers,  was  alfo  ereded  during  the 
late  war.  It  is  advantageoufly  fituated,  as  form- 
ing a  dire6t  communication  with  the  havens  of 
Crim  Tartary,  and  might  eafily  be  rendered 
more  fecure  than  that  of  Taganroc,  from  the  fu- 
perior  depth  of  water.  By  the  polfeffion  of  thefe 
fortrefles,  the  navigation  of  the  Sea  of  Azof  is 
perf'e6lly  fecured.  The  frontiers  of  this  ceded 
territory,  to  the  weft  of  that  Sea,  are  guarded  by 
a  chain  offmall  forts,  extending  from  Petroffk 
to  the  Dnieper. 

2.  The  fortrefles  of  Kertfch  and  Yenikal^, 
fituated  on  the  eaftern  coafts  of  Crim  Tartary, 
and  near  the  northern  entrance  of  the  ftraits 
of  Caifa,  are  of  the  greateft  importance,  by  com- 
manding the  paflage  which  forms  the  communi- 
cation between  the  Seaof  Azof  and  the  Euxine. 

S.  Kinburn  is  the  only  port  poflefled  by  the 
Ruflians  on,  the  coafts  of  the  Black  Sea;  it 
ftands  clofe  to  the  frontiers,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Dnieper,  oppofite  the  Turkiih  fortrefs  Otchakof, 
which  being  a  place  of  fuperior  ftrength,  mu{^ 
while  it  continues  in  the  hands  of  the  Turks, 
obftru6t,  in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  the  navigation  of 
the  Dnieper.     Kinburn  was  intended  for  the 

principal 
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principal  repofitory  of  the  merchandize  fent  from, 
the  provinces  bordering  on  the  Dnieper ;  but  as 
the  harbour,  on  account  of  its  quickfand,  affords 
no  fecurity  for  anchorage,  the  new  town  of 
Kherfon  is  at  prefent  the  great  emporium  of  this 
trade, 

4.  The  poffeffioR  of  the  territory  between  the 
Bog  and  the  Dnieper  opens  a  fecure  communi- 
cation between  the  Black  Sea,  and  thofe  rich 
and  extenfive  provinces  watered  by  the  Dnieper. 
This  important  territory,  fo  effential  to  the  ex- 
iftence  of  the  new  commerce,  was  chiefly  inha- 
bited by  hordes  of  roving  Tartars  ;  and  by  the 
Zaporogian  Coffacs,  who  by  their  piracies  ren- 
dered the  navigation  of  the  Dnieper  extremely 
hazardous.  The  origin  of  thefe  Coflacs  is  thus 
traced  by  the  Ruffian  hiftorians.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  the  13th  century,  a  tribe  of  the  Colfacs 
of  the  Ukraine,  who  inhabited  the  territory  be- 
tween the  Bog  and  the  Dnieper,  were  known 
under  the  denomination  of  Zaporogian  *,  from 
the  fituation  of  their  fetcha  f,  or  principal  fet- 
tlement  near  the  catara6ls  of  the  Dnieper. 

This  fetcha  \vas  a  fortrefs  furrounded  with  a 
wooden  wall,   and  at  tirft  merely  intended  as  ^ 

< 

,  •  Porogi  fignifies  catarafts. 

f  Sctcha  means  any  place  furrounded  with  a  wall,  or  fortification, 
leparated  froni  the  neighbouring  diftrift.     S.  R.  G.  JV.  p.  414. 

place 
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place  of  alfembly,  to  deliberate  on  the  method 
of  carryings  on  their  cuftomary  depredations,  or 
for  the  purpofe  of  eleding  a  chief  By  degrees 
it  was  filled  with  habitations,  and  afterwards 
appropriated  to  afeparate  community  of  perfons ; 
who  devoted  themfelves  folely  to  arms,  and  to- 
tally excluded  all  women  from  the  precin6l  of 
their  military  refidence.  The  inhabitants  were 
divided  into  claffes ;  each  of  which  ele6led  its 
rcfpedive  leader,  and  were  all  under  the  jurif- 
di<5lion  of  a  hetman  or  fupreme  chief,  chofen  by 
the  whole  fociety. 

Thefe  Zaporogian  Coffacs  became  fo  diflin- 
guiflied  for  their  bravery  and  ikill  in  defultory 
war,  that  perfons  flocked  from  diftant  regions 
to  this  fociety  of  warriors.  The  inhabitants  of 
the  fetcha  were  not  obliged  to  continue  in  it  for 
any  fettled  term  ;  being  only  bound,  while  they 
remained,  to  conform  themfelves  to  the  regula- 
tions and  difcipline  of  their  alfociates ;  thofe 
who  were  difpofed  to  marry,  quitted  the  fetcha, 
but  were  permitted  to  fettle  in  the  neighbouring 
diftri6i;,  with  the  privilege  of  re-admiffion,  pro- 
vided they  were  not  attended  with  their  wives 
and  families,  whom  they  were  alloAved  occafion- 
ally  to  vifit.  The  Zaporogians  increafed  their 
jiumbers  by  aftbrding  an  afylum  to  deferters  % 


*  s.  R.  G.  IV.  p.  4^1. 

and 


348  TRAVELS     IN     RUSSIA.  B.  6. 

and  by  forcing  and  enticing  youths  and  children 
from  the  Ukraine  and  Poland,  whom  they  train- 
ed to  a  military  life,  and  adrr.ilted  into  their 
community.  The  place  of  their  refidence  was 
occafionally  varied;  when  their  numbers  increaf- 
ed,  or  when  the  hordes  wandered  at  a  confidera- 
ble  diftance  from  each  other,  different  parties 
ere6ied  and  occupied  diftin6l  fetchas.  The  firft 
fetcha  of  this  extraordinary  fociety  feems  to 
have  been  fituated  on  an  ifland  of  the  Dnieper 
below  the  catarri(51s ;  the  laft  which  they  inha- 
bited,  at  the  abolition  of  their  government,  and 
which  at  that  period  was  the  only  One  they  pof- 
feffed,  ftood  near  the  rivulet  Bufulak,  at  the 
point  where  it  falls  into  the  Dnieper,  in  the 
government  of  Kiof  *. 

The  members  of  this  community  being  col- 
lected from  various  nations  and  from  the  nature 
of  their  conftitution  perpetually  changing,  their 
number  could  never  be  exa6tly  afcertained : 
Manftein  relates,  that  in  the  war  in  which  he 
ferved  againft  the  Turks,  they  brought  8,000 
horfe  into  the  field,  and  on  an  emergency  could 
have  raifed  12,000  or  15,000.  They  frequently 
performed  incredible  feats  of  valour  in  the  cam- 
paigns of  the  Ruffians  againft  the  Turks  and 

•  M.  MuUer  has  accurately  and  circumftaiitially  defcribed  the 
fetcha  of  the  Zaporogian  Coflacs,  from  which  account  I  have  fe- 
Jeaed  this  fliort  extraft.    S.  R.  G.  IV,  p.  41 1— 472. 

Tartars, 
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Tartars,  nor  were  their  fervices  confined  folely 
to  land :  by  their  fkill  in  navigating  the  Dnie- 
per, they  occafionally  defended  the  mouth  of 
that  river,  and  attacked  with  fuccefs  the  armed 
veffels  on  the  contiguous  coafts  of  the  Black 
Sea.  But  while  they  were  thus  terrible  to  their 
enemies,  they  were  fcarcely  lefs  formidable  to 
their  allies.  Nominally  dependant  on  the  het- 
man  of  the  Ukraine,  they  were  claffed  among 
the  fubje6ts  of  the  Ptuffian  empire ;  but  the  pe- 
culiarity of  their  manners,  their  feparation  from 
all  other  fociety,  their  popular  form  of  govern- 
ment, together  with  their  warlike  difpofition, 
rendered  them  a  barbarous  and  unruly  banditti. 
Accuftomed  to  live  by  rapine  and  devaflation, 
they  pillaged  the  Ruffian  merchants  who  pafled 
through  their  country,  and  interrupted  the  na* 
vigation  of  the  Dnieper  by  continual  piracies  *. 
Soon  after  the  conclufion  of  the  Turkiih  war 
in  1774,  the  Ruffian  government  feized  a  favour- 
able opportunity  to  deftroy  their  fetcha,  and  dif- 
perfe  the  inhabitants.  General  Belmain  march- 
ed from  the  Turkifh  frontiers  at  the  head  of 
12,000  regulars,  and  encamped  about  18  verfts 
from  the  fetcha;  taking  liis  departure  before 
midnight,  he  made  a  forced  march,  and  furround- 

•  The  boats  of  thefe  Zaporogian  Coffacs  were  rowed  by  50  or 
60  men,  had  no  fail,  and  generally  carried  two  fmall  cannon.  S.  R. 
G.IX.p.5. 

iner 
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ing  It  at  four  in  the  morning,  compelled  the  in- 
habitants to  furrender.  He  found  46  pieces  of 
cannon,  and  a  large  quantity  of  fmall  arms  and- 
ammunition.  By  this  falutary  aft  of  power,; 
Kuilia  has  fecured  the  merchants  from  the  dread 
of  perpetual  depredations,  and  put  an  end  to* 
the  fyftem  of  piracy. 

III.  The  Ruilian  countries  which  are  moft 
interefted  in  this  commerce,  are  thofe  contigu- 
ous to  the  Dnieper  and  Don ;  or  the  provinces 
of  Smolenfko,  Mohilef,  Ukraine,  Xe>v  Ruflia, 
Bielgorod,  Vofonetz,  Ukraina-Slobodlkaia,  and 
Azof:  a  large  tracSt  of  territory  which  furniilies 
in  great  abundance  every  fpecies  of  grain,  hemp, 
flax,  hides,  mafts,  planks,  honey,  wax,  tobacco, 
&c. 

In  thefe  ceded  diftrids  the  emprefs  has  al-* 
ready  raifed  feveral  new  towns;  the  principal 
are  Kheribn,  Cathariendaf,  and  Marianopoli. 

Kherfon  *,  fituated  on  the  Dnieper,  about  ten 
miles  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ingulec,  is  chiefly 
built  with  hewn  ftone.  It  is  intended  to  be  the 
principal  mart  for  all  the  conmiodities  of  ex- 
port   and   import;    but   if  an   extenfive   trade 

*  Kherfon  k  celebrated  as  the  place  where  the  emprefs  Catha- 
rine principally  refided  during  her  memorable  journey  to  the 
Crimea,  when  fhe  took  pofleflion  of  the  provinces  conquered  from 
Turkey,  and  where  {he  was  vi£ted  by  the  emperor  Jofeph  II. 

fliould 


C.  5.     COMMERCE    OF    THE    BLACK   SEA.        351 

fhould  take  place  in  this  quarter,  the  great  de- 
pofitory  for  the  merchandize  will  be  more  con- 
veniently fixed  on  fome  fpot  below  the  bar  of 
the  Dnieper,  and  twelve  miles  fouth  of  Kherfon. 
It  contains  a  dock  *  for  the  conftru6lion  of 
large  veffels,  from  which  feveral  men  of  war 
and  frigates,  as  well  as  merchant  lliips,  have 
been  already  launched.  Catharinenflaf,  or  the 
Glory  of  Catharine,  is  built  near  the  fpot  where 
the  fmall  river  Kiltzin  falls  into  the  Samara, 
and  is  appointed  to  be  the  capital  of  the  go- 
vernment of  Azof;  it  is  colonized  by  many 
Greeks  and  Armenians  from  Crim  Tartary,  and 
by  others  who  ferved  in  the  late  war  againft 
the  Turks.  Another  town,  called  Marianopoli, 
has  been  alfo  raifed  on  the  borders  of  the  Sea  of 
Azof,  between  the  rivers  Myus  and  Calmius. 
Thefe  three  towns,  as  well  as  the  numerous  vil- 
lages which  have  fuddenly  reared  their  heads  in 
a  countiy  formerly  inhabited  only  by  lawlefs 
banditti,  or  traverlcd  by  roving  hordes,  are  filled 
with  Ruffians,  with  Tartars  reclaimed  from  their 
wandering  life,  and  with  numerous  colonifts, 
particularly  Greeks  and  Armenians,  who  mi- 
grated from  the  adjacent  provinces  of  the 
Turkifh  empire. 

The  navigation  of  the  Don  and  the  Dnieper, 

,    *  A  new  town,  Nicolaiof,  now  the  principal  dock,  was  built  by 
Potemkin,  on  the  confluence  of  the  Ingul  and  the  Bog. 

which 
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which  form  the  communication  between  thofe 
provinces  and  the  Turkifli  Seas,  remains  to  be 
confidered. 

The  Don  *  takes  its  rife  from  the  fmall  lake 
of  St.  John,  near  Tula,  in  the  government  of 
Mofcow,  and  paffing  through  part  of  the  pro- 
vince of  Voronetz,  a  fmall  portion  of  the  Uk- 
raina-Slobodfkaia,  and  the  whole  province  of 
Azof,  divides  itfelf  near  Tcherkalk  into  three 
llreams,  and  falls  into  the  Sea  of  Azof.  The 
river  has  fo  many  windings,  and  abounds  with 
fuch  numerous  flioals  and  fand-banks,  as  to  be 
fcarcely  navigable,  excepting  in  the  fpring,  on 
the  meltinor  of  the  fnows.  The  banks  of  the 
Don,  and  of  the  rivulets  which  fall  into  it,  are 
clothed  with  large  tracts  of  foreft,  whofe  timber 
is  floated  down  the  ftream  to  St.  Dmitri  and 
Roftof,  where  the  frigates  for  the  Sea  of  Azof" 
are  chiefly  conftru6led.  The  navigation  of  the 
Don  may  hereafter  be  rendered  highly  valuable, 
by  conveying  to  the  Black  Sea  the  iron  of  Si- 
beria, the  Chinefe  goods,  and  the  Perfian  mer- 
chandize, which  latter  commodities,  as  well  as 
the  produds  of  India,  formerly  found  their  way 
into  Europe  through  this  fame  channel  f. 

Since 

*  S.  R.  G.  IX.  p.  n,  12. 

f  The  iron  of  Siberia,  and  the  merchandize  of  China,  arefomc- 

times  fent  by  an  inland  navigation  to  the  Volga :  the  Perfian  com- 

I  modities 
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Since  the  acqaifition  of  Ruffian  Lithuania,  the 
cefTion  of  the  diftrid  hetvveen  the  Don  and  the 
Dnieper,  and  the  difpeiTion  of  the  Zaporogian 
Cofiacs,  the  Dnieper,  from  its  fource  to  its 
mouth,  now  flows  through  the  Ruffian  domini- 
ons; and  through  this  whole  courfe,  of  above 
800  miles,  the  navigation  is  only  once  inter- 
rupted by  a  feries  of  cataracts  *,  which  begin 
below  the  mouth  of  the  Samara,  and  continue 
for  a  fpace  of  40  miles.  They  are  not,  how- 
ever, fo  dangerous  as  they  have  been  reprefent- 
ed;  for  they  may  be  paffed  in  fpring,  without 
much  hazard,  even  by  loaded  barks.  In  other 
parts  of  the  year  the  goods  are  landed  at  Ke- 
menfk,  oppofite  the  mouth  of  the  Samara,  and 
tranfported  40  miles  by  land  to  Kitchkafe,  about 
fix  miles  from  the  fortrefs  of  Alexandro\'{k^ 
where  they  are  again  embarked,  and  defcend  the 
ftream,  without  interruption,  to  Kherfonf.  If 
the  trade  fliould  increafe,  the  catarafts  might,  at 
a  confiderable  expence,  be  rendered  navigable 
at  all  feafons  of  the  year. 

IV.  The  progrefs  hitherto  m.ade  by  the  Ruf- 
fians to   eftablilh  an    intercourfe   between   the 

modities  are  conveyed  aerofs  the  Cafpian  to  the  feme  river;  fi-om 
theace  they  might  be  tranfpoited  by  a  land-carriage  of  only  40 
miles  to  the  Don. 

•  Muller  has  defcribed  thefe  catarafts.     S.  R.  G,  IV.  p.  4I1. 

+  Muller.    S.  R.  G.  IX.  p.  16;  and  Guldenftaedt. 

VOL,  121.  A  A  ports 
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ports  of  the  Black  Sea  and  thofe  of  the  Mcdi* 
terranean. 

To  encourage  her  fubje^s  to  engage  in  thi.<? 
branch  of  traffic,  the  cmprefs  has  leliened  the- 
duties  of  import  and  export  *,  and  contributed 
towards  forming  a  Ruffian  houfe,  or  company, 
trading  to  the  Black  Sea.     Soon  after  the  peace 
of  1774,  four  merchant-fliips  failed  from  Pe- 
terfburgh,  and  not,  as  might  have  been  expe6i:ed^ 
from  the  ports  of  the   Black   Sea:  they  were 
laden  with  iron,  flax,  hemp,  hides,  fail-clotli, 
and  (Toaife  linen,  at  the  fole  expence  of  the  em~ 
prefs,  who  granted  to  the  company  all  the  profits 
arifing  from  the  fale  of  the  cargoes.     This  plan, 
however,  was  not  attended  with  the  fuccefs  it 
feemed  to   promife;  and  the  failure  arofe  from 
the  jealoufy  of  the  Turks.    The  fliips  were,  under 
fpecious  pretences,  preventqj,!  from  paffing  the 
Dardanelles;  the  cargoes  were  fold   in  the  Le- 
vant and  the  Mediterranean,  and  they  returned 
to  the  Baltic  without  effecting  the  main  obje6t 
of  the  voyage.     Before  the  Ruffians  could  make 
any  further  attempts   to  open  this  channel  of 
commerce,  diifentions  took  place  between  the- 
emprefs  and  the  Porte,   concerning   the  inde- 
pendency of  the  Crimea,    and  the  free   elec- 

•  See  a  lift  of  the  dutiei  of  export  and  import,  in  Buf.  Hift* 
Mag.  XI.  p.  373. 

tiou 
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tion  of  a  khan,  which  threatened  an  immediate 
war,  and  fufpended  all  commercial  exertions  in 
reo-ard  to  the  Black  Sea,  until  a  new  pacifica- 
tion was  concluded  on  the  21  ft  of  March  1779. 

Since  that  period,  befide  feveral  Greek  veffels, 
which  failed  from  the  Sea  of  Azof  and  the  Eux- 
ine,  under  Ruffian  colours,  and  were  allowed  to 
pafs  the  Dardanelles,  a  Ruffian  lliip,  manned 
with  feamen  in  the  fervice  of  government,  and 
laden  with  falted  bee^  took  its  departure,  in 
1 780,  from  Kherfon,  for  the  port  of  Toulon ;  and 
foon  afterwards  five  others,  freighted  with  iron, 
made  fuccefsful  voyages  to  the  Archipelago; 
alfo  four  fmall  veffels,  and  a  fifth  of  400  tons 
juft  launched,  laden  with  hemp  and  tobacco, 
were  expe6led  to  fail  from  Kherfon  for  France, 
in  November  178I. 

Such,  in  1781,  was  the  infant  ftate  of  that 
commerce,  which  fome  authors  have  defcribed 
as  capable  of  producing  an  immediate  revolu- 
tiou  in  the  trade  of  Europe  *  :  and  in  this,  or  in 

aftill 


•  Many  perfons  are  of  opinion,  that  the  obftacles  to  the  rifing 
commerce  of  the  Black  Sea  are  by  no  means  injurious  to  the  in- 
terefts  of  Ruffia.  For  her  comraodities  and  produdlions  being 
articles  of  neceflity,  not  of  luxury,  no  faciHty  given  to  their  expor- 
tation could  add  to  their  general  confumption;  and  the  increafe  of 
exportation  from  the  Black  Sea  would  diminifli  that  from  St.  Pe- 
terflburgh,  and  the  other  ports  of  the  Baltic,  nearly  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion, Uy  the  facility  and  cheapnefs  of  land -carriage,  and  the 
A  A  2  itnprovemeats 
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a  ftill  more  flu6luating'  ftate,  it  will  probably  con- 
tinue, as  long  as  the  Turks  retain  the  dominion 
of  their  own  feas.  For  that  jealous  people  will 
either  openly  oppoie,  or  clandeiiinely  obftru6i, 
tlie  progrefs  of  the  Ruffians,  and  Mill  never  rea- 
dily give  a  free  paiTage  through  the  Dardanelles 
to  a  powerful  rival,  though  they  confented  to 
it  in  the  humiliating  peace  of  1774.  Perhaps 
thefe  claims,  urged  on  one  fide,  and  evaded  on 
the  other,  M'iH  engender  perpetual  diifentions, 
and  will  not  be  finally  terminated  but  by  a  feries 
of  obftinate  and  blomly  wars.  Meanwhile  the 
trade  canirot  for  a  confiderable  period  be  ex- 
tenfive,  which  depends  on  fuch  cafual  circum- 
ftances  as  the  coalition  and  rupture  of  rival  and 
neighbouring  powers. 

The  coui-fe  of  fabfequent  events  can  alohc 
difcover,  whether  the  pacification,  figned  on  the 
0th  of  January  1784,  Avill  be  more  permanent 
than  former  treaties,  or  whether  the  fame  caafei 
will  not  continue  to  produce  the  fame  effe€ls. 

improvements  of  inland  navigation,  the  produftions  of  the  re- 
motelt  provinces  are  readily  fent  to  the  ports  of  the  Baltic,  with- 
out raifmg  tiie  price  too  high.  And  as  the  goods  which  Ruffia 
produces  are  either  peculiar  to  tliis  empire,  or  luch  as  othernationt 
TOuft  piirchafe,  they  cannot  pais  through  too  many  hands  before 
they  are  exported.  To  diminifh,  therefore,  by  facilitating  their  ex- 
portation, tlie  price  of  fuch  goods  which  fhe  already  fells  cheaper 
thaji  other  nations,  would  be  to  incur  a  manifeft  lofs,  and  to  gra- 
tify the  foreign  trader  at  her  ov.n  expenc?. 

In 
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In  a  word,  the  Ruffian  commerce  in  tliofe  parts 
can  fcarcely  be  eftablillied  on  a  firm  bafis,  until 
the  emprefs  acquires  a  fleet  in  the  Black  Sea  fu- 
perior  to  that  of  her  rival.  Perhaps  the  com- 
pletion of  this  great  objed  m.ay  be  effected  by 
jthe  9,cquifition  of  Crhn  Jartary  •  and  the  Ku- 

'  ban, 

•  •  The  Crimea,  wlilcb  had  long  been  an  obje€l  of  RuHian  ambi- 
tion, was  fecured  by  the  intrigues  and  arms  of  Catharine. 

The  requifition  of  Azof,  Taganroc,  the  diftrift  between  the  Don 
and  the  Dnieper;  and  the  forts  of  Kimburn,  Kerfh,  and  Yeniknle, 
was  the  prelude  to  the  conqueft  of  that  peninfula.  Catharine 
availed  herfelf  of  the  article  in  the  peace  of  Kaimagdi,  which  fti- 
pulated  that  the  khan  fliould  be  confirmed  b}'^  RuiTia  as  well  as  the 
Porte.  By  intrigues  and  money,  Potemkin  obtained  theeleftion  of 
Sehim  Gerai,  a  prince  of  t!ie  blood  royal,  formerly  embaflador 
from  the  khan  to  St.  Peterfburgh,  who  was  gained  over  to  the  in- 
ttrerts  of  Ruflia. 

In  confequence  of  his  fubfervience  to  Ruffia,  he  v/as  oppofed  by 
the  Porte  and  a  large  body  of  his  fubjefts  in  the  Turkifh  intereft, 
and  commotions  enfued.  The  em.prefs  having  appointed  the  khan 
captain  of  the  guards,  fent  an  army  to  proteft  him,  as  her  officer, 
againft  the  rebels.  Notwithftanding  the  public  remonltrances  and 
fecret  oppofition  of  the  Porte,  the  klian  was  no  fooner  fecured 
in  his  dignity,  than  he  was  induced  to  abdicate;  but  repenting  of 
this  aft,  he  endeavoured  to  efcape,  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
his  fubjefts,  who  were  diffatisfied  with  the  Ruffians,  and  offered  to 
fupport  him  as  their  fovereign.  His  intentions  being  difcovered, 
he  was  fent  to  Tamer,  from  thence  to  Kiof,  and  finally  to  Voronetz, 
where  he  received  a  temporary  penlion  from  the  emprefs.  Irritate4 
\>y  repeated  degradations,  he  efcaped  into  Moldavia,  where  he  was 
feized  by  emifiaries  from  the  Porte,  transferred  to  the  lile  of 
Khodes,  and  ftrangled. 

Catharine  having  gained  the  concurrence  of  Jofeph  the  Second, 
^jjd  nuade  the  moft  formidable  p.-eparations  both  by  land  3fld  fea, 

%A  3  ^^^^ 
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ban,  rendered  highly  valuable  by  an  additional 
extent  of  fea-coaft,  and  the  important  harbour 
of  Adiar  or  Sebaftopol. 

the  Porte  was  awed,  and  refigned  the  fovereignty  of  the  Crimea  to 
Ruflia.  The  Peninfula  was  modelled  into  a  new  government 
under  the  name  of  Taurida,  and  the  principal  towns  received  their 
antient  Greek  appellations:  CafFa  was  called  Theodofiaj  Kollof, 
Apotoriaj  and  A6liar,  Sebaftopol. 

But  this  humiliating  conduft  on  the  fide  of  the  Porte,  did  not 
prevent  further  demands  fi-om  the  court  of  St.  Peterfburgh,  which 
terminated  in  a  mpture ;  and  the  Turks  were  happy  to  purchafe  a 
peace  in  lygi,  by  ceding  the  important  fortrefs  and  diftrift  of 
Otchakof,  by  which  the  Dniefler  is  now  the  boundary  of  the 
Ruffian  empire. 
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CHAP.    6. 


Mines  of  Ruflla. — ©old  and  filver.-^Copper  and  iron. — Average 
profits  which  government  drawa  from  the  nune«,  founderics, 
and  duties. 


THE  mines  of  the  RufTian  empire  may  be 
divided  into  thofe  which  belong  to  the 
crown ;  and  thofe  wliich  are  the  property  of  in- 
dividuals. The  former  comprize  all  the  gold 
and  filver,  and  a  few  copper  and  iron  works: 

1.  The  mod  ancient  gold  mine  in  the  Ruffian 
empire  is  that  of  Voetik,  near  Olpnetz,  between 
the  lake  Onega  and  the  White  Sea.  Its  chief 
produce  is  a  violet  pyritical  copper  ore,  mixed 
with  quartz,  and  containing  rich  pieces  of  gold, 
but  not  in  fufficient  quantity  to  defray  the 
charges.  From  1744  to  1776,  the  mine  yielded 
only  57  pounds  of  gold,  and  about  9000  pood  * 
of  copper,  and  as  the  expences  amounted  to 
£.  16,000  more  than  the  profits,  it  was  neg- 
lc6led  until  1772,  when  it  was  again  worked. 
Since  that  time  it  has  funiiflied  annually   250 

•  A  pood  =  40  Ruflian  or  36  Englifh  pounds.  The  pound 
ufed  in  this  chapter  is  the  Ruflian,  which  is  to  the  EngliHi  as  9 
to  10. 

A    A    4  poods 
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poods  of  copper,  and  two  or  three  pounds  of 
gold-duft,  Mhich  is  Mafl;ed  from  the  mine;  be- 
fides  accidental  pieces  that  have  1 -.c^n  fent  to  Pe- 
terfburgh  as  fpeciintns,  ^hich  may  amount  to 
five  or  {ix  pounds  more. 

2.  The  next  gold  mines  difcovered  in  the 
empire  were  thofe  near  Catharin  en  burgh:  the 
ore  is  very  martial,  commonly  of  a  cubic  form 
in  a  quartz  matrix;  and  the  gold  is  extracted 
by  wafliing.  The  annual  produce  of  pure  gold 
never  exceeded  200  pounds,  and  was  commonly 
Tnuchlefs:  in  1772  it  was  only  lOl  pounds. 

3.  The  moft  important  filver  mines  are  thofe 
of  Kohvan,  between  the  rivers  Oby  and  Irtifh; 
near  the  mountains  which  feparate  Siberia  from 
the  Chinefe  empire,  or  rather  from  the  territory 
of  the  Calmucs  dependent  on  the  Chinefe. 
Thefe  mines,  difcovere<l  in  1728,  byAkinfi  Ni- 
kitich  Demidof,  vere  for  fome  years  -worked  for 
his  own  private  emolument,  as  copper  mines. 
It  is  fufpectcd,  that  he  privately  extra^ed  the 
nobler  metals,  but  prudently  concealed  the  fe- 
crct  until  1744,  when  he  made  the  difcovery  to 
the  emprefs  Elizabeth,  v.  ho  appropriated  them  to 
the  crown*.  Thefe  mines,  fitiattd  near  Voik^ 
refenfk,  in  the  Smcyefkaia  Gora,  or  Mountain 
of  Serpents,  are  known  by  the  general  appella- 

♦  Failas  Rcife,  P.  II.  p.  582. 

tion 
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tion  of  Kolyvan,  from  a  village  on  the  rivulet 
Bielaia,  in  the  diftrift  of  Kufnetz,  where  the  ore 
was  formerly  fmelted.  But  as  the  adjacent 
country  is  fcantily  provided  with  wood,  new 
founderics  have  been  conftruded  at  Barnaul, 
Novopaulofsk,  and  Sufunfk,  to  the  north  eaft  of 
Kolyvan,  in  a  diltri^t  abounding  with  trees*. 

Ihefe  mines,  which  may  juftly  be  ftylcd  the 
Potofi  of  the  Ruffians,  produced  annually,  be- 
tween 1749  and  1762,  from  8,000  to  16,000 
pounds  of  filver;  between  1763  and  1769,  from 
20,000  to  32,000 ;  and,  fincethat  period  to  1778, 
from  40,000  to  48,000.  The  filver  contains 
upwards  of  three  per  cent,  of  gold ;  the  fepara- 
tion  of  uhich  is  made  in  the  imperial  labora- 
tory at  Peterfl^urgh,  The  whole  produce  ex- 
trafted  from  the  mines  amounted,  in  1771,  to 
400,000  pounds  of  filver,  with  12,720  of  gold; 
and  fince  1771  we  may  calculate  the  annual 
produce  at  above  44,000  of  filver,  and  1200  of 
geld. 

The  mines  and  founderies  of  Kolyvan  employ 
nearly  40,000  colonifts;  befides  the  peafants  in 
the  diftri6ts  of  Toiiilk  and  Kufnetz,  who,  in  lieu 
of  paying  the  poll-tax  in  money,  cut  wood, 
make  charcoal,  and  tranfport  the  ore  to  the 
founderies.     The  expences,  which  were  formerly 

*  Pallas  R^ife,  P.  II.  p.  579. 
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fupplied  from  the  treafury,  and  of  coiirfe  con- 
fiderably  diminiflied  the  profit,  have,  fince  1765, 
been  annihilated,  and  the  whole  produce  of  the 
mines  in  gold  and  filver  is  clear  profit.  In  the 
fame  year  a  mint  was  eftablifhed  at  the  foundery 
of  Sufunfk,  for  the  coinage  of  the  copper  fup- 
plied from  the  mines  of  Kolyvan,  the  greater 
part  of  which  had  been  hitherto  of  no  ufe* 
Pieces  of  one,  two,  five,  and  ten  copecs  *,  are 
(Iruck  and  difperfed  over  Siberia.  Of  this  cur- 
rency, the  amount  of  500,000  roubles  are  ai>- 
nually  coined,  which  is  fufficient  for  rcimburf- 
ing  the  poll-tax,  paying  the  miners,  tranfporting 
the  ore,  purchafing  the  lead  which  muft  be 
brought  from  Nerfliinfiv,  and  defraying  the  ex- 
pence  of  fending  the  gold  and  filver  as  far  as 
Tobolfk.  The  filver  fmelted  in  the  founderies,  is 
conveyed  on  large  fledges  twice  a  year :  the  firft 
convoy  fets  off  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter, 
and  reaches  Peterlburgh  a  little  after  Chriftmas; 
the.fecond  in  the  middle  of  winter,  and  arrives 
there  towards  fpring. 

4.  The  filver  mines  of  Nerfhinfk,  which  were 
opened  in  1 704,  are  fituated  in  Dauria,  the  fouth 
eafrernmofi;  part  of  Siberia,  between  the  rivers 
Shilka  and  Argoon,  and  are  very  numerous. 
Their  produce  to  the  year  1772  is  | ; 

■  A  fmall  coin  nearly  equal  to  a  halfpenny. 
t  BuT.  Erd.— BeT.  vol.  I.  p.  iu6. 

From 
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T*ounds  of  filver. 

From  1704  to  1721 

- 

473« 

J721  to  1731 

- 

1,498 

1731  to  1741 

• 

J'333 

1741  to  1751 

- 

15,657 

1751  to  1761 

- 

43.631 

1761  to  1771 

- 

126,247 

1771 

- 

16,733 

1773 

" 

16,200,  which   contained  »r» 

■                    pounds  of  gold. 

226,031 


In  1767  they  yielded  17,400  pounds;  but  the 
annual  average  produce  may  be  eftimated  at 
16,000.  The  filver  contains,  in  40,000  pounds, 
nearly  .500  of  gold.  The  ores  being  generally  rich 
in  lead,  and  extremely  poor  in  filver,  the  latter  is 
cafily  extra^ied.  ]\lany  million  poods  of  lead 
remain  ufelefs  on  the  fpot,  as  only  L4  to  18,000 
are  annually  required  for  the  feparation  of  the 
lilver  from  the  copper  at  the  foundei-ies  of  Ko- 
lyvan;  the  carriage  into  the  inner  parts  of  the 
empire  being  too  expenfive,  and  the  export  to 
China  prohibited.  The  number  of  men  employ- 
ed in  thefe  mines  and  founderies  are  about  1900 
free  colonifts,  between  lOOO  and  1800  convi61s, 
and  11,000  Ruffian  peafants  of  the  diflii<5i;  of 
Nerfhinfk:  6000  of  the  latter  are  employed  in 
cutting  and  carrying  wood,  making  and  tranf- 
porting  charcoal;  Avhile  the  reft,  who  live  at 
ibme  diftance  from  the  mines,  cultivate  a  certain 

portion 
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portion  of  ground,  and  bring  in  winter  the  pro- 
<iuce  to  the  magazines  of  the  founderies.  The 
annual  expences  may  generally  be  rated  at 
£.  14,800. 

5.  Some  mines  yielding  filver  have  been  lately 
difcovered  in  the  diftrirt  of  Krafndyarfk  near  the 
Lena,  between  the  rivers  Yins  and  Yenisei. 

The  gold  of  Catharinenburgh  is  obtained  at 
the  rate  of  40  guineas  per  pound ;  and  as  when 
coined  it  produces  j^.68.  5s.  the  profit  is  not 
very  confiderable.  The  filver  and  gold  from 
Kolyvan  is  procured  Muthout  any  expence,  as  I 
have  before  mentioned.  A  pound  of  filver  from 
Nerfhinfk  is  faid  to  coft  between  4  and  5  rou- 
bles ;  and  as  the  fame  quantity  of  this  metal, 
M'hen  coined,  is  equal  to  22  roubles  75  copecs 
and  \,  the  gold  extracted  from  this  filver  is 
obtained  for  ;^.  11.  8  J.  per  pound. 

6.  The  crown  polfeffes  at  prefent  but  very  few 
copper  and  iron  works. 

The  iron  works  in  the  north  part  of  the  dif- 
tri6i  of  Olonetz  produce  annually  between  8  and 
10,000  poods  of  caft  iron  for  guns,  bombs,  and 
balls,  and  1 5,000  of  indifferent  iron  in  bars  and 
plates.  Thofe  of  the  Uralian  mountains  employ 
above  1700  workmen,  and  26,800  peafants  ;  and 
yielded,  in  1772,  423,987  poods  of  iron  in  bars 
and  plates,  which  were  chiefly  ufed  for  the  ar- 
my and  navy,  that  of  Kamenfk  gave  in  the  fame 
3  vear 
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year  93,000  poods  of  iron,   which  were  forged 
into  guns,  and  8172  into  bars. 

Four  copper  founderies  on  the  \yei\.  fide  of  the 
XJrahan  mountains,  in  the  government  of  Oren- 
burgh,  and  three  in  Permia,  produced,  in  1772, 
only  13,868  poods.  At  Catharinenburgh  the 
crown  has  eftablillied  a  mint  for  coinino-  the 
copper,  procured  from  the  imperial  and  private 
founderies,  into  that  fpecies  of  money  which  ia 
current  throughout  Ruffia,  and  is  tranfported  by 
•vf ater  to  Mofcow,  Peterfburgh,  and  other  parts. 

2.  The  greater  part  of  the  private  mines  and 
founderies,  that  fupply  fuch  an  immenfe  quan- 
tity of  iron  and  copper,  are  moftly  Situated  in, 
the  Uralian  mountains,  and  the  hills  ftretching 
from  them  ;  a  few  in  the  government  of  Mofcow 
excepted,  the  produce  of  whicli  is  but  fmall. 

TheUralian  mountains  contain  105  founderies, 
56  for  iron,  37  for  copper,  and  the  remainder  for 
both  metals.  Thepeafants,  part  of  whom  belong 
to  the  proprietors,  and  part  to  the  crown,  employ-* 
edin  the  mines  and  founderies,  amount  to  95,000^ 
In  1772  *  thefe  works  yielded  130, 169  poods 
of  copper,  and  4,558,718  of  caft  iron.  The  du- 
ty paid  to  the  crown  from  the  private  proprietors 
is  4  copecs,  or  nearly  2d.  for  every  pood  of  cait 

*  We  muft  take  this  year  as  the  average  ftandard,  as  being  pre- 
vious to  the  rebellion  of  Pugatchef,  who  deftroyed  feveral  of  th« 
founderies  5  but  moft  of  them  have  been  fince  le-eftablifiied. 

iron. 
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iron,  befide  5  copecs  upon  every  pood  for  ex- 
portation. With  refpect  to  the  copper,  the  pro- 
prietors are  o])ligcd  to  fell  three  quarters  of  the 
whole  produce  of  the  mines  to  the  crown  at  Ca- 
tharinenburgh,  at  the  low  rate  of  ;^.  i.  25.  per 
pood  *'.  The  remainder  they  either  fell  to  the 
crown  at  the  fame  place,  at  £.  1.  14*.  per  pood  ; 
at  Mofcow,  for  £.  2.  2  *. ;  or  at  Peterlburgh,  for 
£.2.  4s. 

At  Catharinenburgh  copper  money  to  the  va- 
lue of  jT.  400,000  is  annually  coined.     The  crown 
receives  a  pood  of  this  metal,  upon  an  average, 
at  ;^.  1.  2*.  6d.;  and  iifues  it  when  ftruck  at. 
if.  3.   4*. 

From  thefe  data  government  appears  to  gain 
annually  from  the  mines,  and  duties  on  iron : 

Gala  upon  the  copper  coinage  at  Catharinenburgh    £.  257,625    O 
44,000  pounds  of  lilver,  and  1,200  of  gold,  the  an- 
nual produce  from  the  mines  of  Kolyvaa,  when 
coined,  yield  .  -  -  .  282,164    4 

16,320  pounds  of  filver,  and  160  of  gold,  from  the 

mines  of  Nerfliinik  -  -  «  71,194    8 

Government  iron  works  -  -  _  3^529  16 

Duty  on  4,558,718  poods  cfcaft  iron  -  -  36,469    5 


,C.  679,982  13 
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•  By  an  edift  of  the  emprefs,  dated  July  1, 1780,  the  proprietors, 
inftead  of  felling  three  quarters  of  the  copper  to  the  crown  at  jC- 1- 

2^  per 
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The  iron  and  copper  are  tranfported  by  means 
of  the  Kofva,  Tchuffovaja,  Bielaya,  and  Kama, 
into  the  Volga :  fome  of  the  veffels  defcend  that 
river,  to  fupply  with  iron  the  provinces  fituated 
along  its  banks  ;  but  far  the  greater  number  are 
towed  up  the  ftream  to  Niflm^i-Novogorod,  and 
Tver,  and  through  the  canal  of  Villmei-Volofhok 
to  Peterlburgh.  The  veffels,  which  fet  out  on  the 
breaking  of  the  froft  in  fpring,  commonly  per- 
form this  navigation  before  the  end  of  autumn ; 
but  fometimes  are  obliged  to  winter  on  their 
paffage. 

DECEMBER    17S4. 

THE  gold  mine  of  Olonetz  or  Vogetfskor, 
from  which  the  richeft  fpecimens  for  cabinets 
have  been  obtained,  has  been  relinquiilied,  be- 
caufe  it  did  not  defray  the  expence  of  working, 
though  the  ore  was  rich  in  copper. 

The  gold  mines  of  Catharinenburgh  have  re- 
jjiained  nearly  in  the  fame  condition. 

The  mines  of  Kolyvan  have  been  embarraffed 
by  the  new  law,  by  which  the  peafants  ^^orking 
for  their  capitation  at  the  mines,  have  had  their 
pay  doubled  throughout  the  empire,  and  liberty 
given  to  work  only  in  winter.     The  effed  of  this- 

%s.  per  pood,  are  now  only  obliged  to  difpofe  of  half  at  that  price: 
this  new  regulation  muft  have  fomewhat  reduced  the- profits  of  the 
copper  coinage.    See  Journ.  St.  Pet.  for  1780,  p.  53. 

regulation 
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legulation  at  Kolyvanjias  deprived  the  four.deiies 
ofnear  half  the  requifite  quantity  of  charcosl;  and 
as  the  nccelfary  \vorkmen  for  the  foundcry  have 
been  partly  employed  in  making  charcoal,  the 
produce  in  filver  has  fince  that  period  nevet 
reached  SOO  poods  ;  and  in  17  84  did  not  yield  500. 
However,  with  an  additional  number  of  hands, 
thefe  mines  might  produce  above  lOOO  poods ; 
for  in  that  quarter  feveral  mines  have  been 
difcovered  ;  amongft  others  that  of  Tcherepa 
Kofskoy,  very  rich  in  gold,  and  the  richeft  in 
filver  ever  found  in  Siberia  :  alio  fome  lead  mines 
have  been  opened  in  the  neighbourhood,  which 
are  very  promifing. 

The  copper  coin  of  Kolyvan  undefwent  con- 
fiderable  alteration  in  1782  ;  the  procefs  of  ex- 
tracting the  precious  metal  from  the  copper  has 
been  greatly  improved  throughout  the  empire, 
and  the  fum  annually  coined  exceeds  300, OOQ 
roubles. 

The  filver  mines  of  Neriliinfk  are  in  a  flourifh- 
ing  and  even  increafing  condition,  and  their  an- 
nual produce  fmce  1781  ha.s  reached  between  4 
and  600  poods. 
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CHAP.    7. 

fcanal  of  Viflinei-Volofliok,  which  unites  the  Cafpian  and  the  Baltic. 
— Canal  of  Ladoga. — Projed  of  uniting  the  Don  and  the 
Volga. 


T 


HE  inland  navigation  is  carried  through  a 
greater  extent  in  Ruflia  than  in  any  other 
kingdom  on  the  globe ;  for  it  is  poffible  to  con- 
vey goods  by  water  4472  miles  from  the  fron- 
tiers of  China  to  Peterfburgh,  with  an  interrup- 
tion only  of  about  60  miles  *  ;  and  from  Aftra- 
can  through  a  tracl  of  1434  miles. 

The  water  communication  between  Aftracau 
and  Peterfturgh,  or  between  the  Cafpian  and 
the  Baltic,  is  formed  by  means  of  the  celebrated 
canal  of  Viflin^i-Vololhok.  This  great  work, 
begun  and  completed  under  Peter  the  Great, 

*  Having  in  the  Rufllan  Difcoveries,  given  a  fliort  fketch  of  the 
inland  navigation  from  Tobolfk  to  the  frontiers  of  China,  I  fliall 
not  repeat  it  here ;  but  fliall  ftate,  in  a  few  words,  that  from  To- 
bohk  to  the  Volga.  At  Tobolfk  the  barks  afcend  the  Tobol,  the 
Tura,  and  the  Tigil,  which  rifes  in  the  mountains  feparating  Sibe- 
ria from  Europe  :  from  the  Tigil  the  merchandize  is  tranfported 
acrofs  a  neck  of  land  of  about  52  miles  to  the  TchufTovaia:  there 
the  merchants  re-embark  the  goods,  and  defcend  the  TchufTovaia 
into  the  Kama,  to  its  junftion  with  the  Volga  a  little  above  Cafan. 
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has  been  confiderably  improved  by  the  late 
emprefs,  and  vefl'cls  now  reach  Peterfburgh  in 
lefs  than  half  the  time  which  they  formerly 
employed. 

The  Shlina  forms  the  lake  Maftino,  -which 
gives  rife  to  the  Mafta ;  the  latter  falls,  after  a 
courfe  of  about  234  miles,  into  the  lake  Ilmen, 
from  which  iffues  the  river  Volkof,  and  runs 
130  miles  to  the  lake  Ladoga,  which  fupplies  the 
Neva :  fo  that,  in  effect,  the  Shlina,  the  IMafta, 
the  Volkof,  and  the  Neva,  may  be  confidcred 
as  the  fiime  river  flowing  into  and  through  dif- 
ferent lakes,  and  onl}^  changing  its  name  at  va- 
rious intervals.  By  uniting,  therefore,  the  Shli- 
na Mhich  communicates  with  the  Baltic,  with 
the  Tvertza  which  flows  bv  the  Volcra  into  the 
Cafpian,  the  junction  of  thofe  two  feas  is  formed. 
Thisjunction  is  made  by  the  canal  of  A'ilhnt^i-Vo- 
lolliok ;  where  the  Shlina  is  united  to  tlie  Tvertza 
by  feveral  canals  and  rivulets,  for  tlie  relative 
fituation  of  which  I  Hiall  refer  to  the  fio-ures  in 
the  annexed  plan. 

Near  Vilhn^i-Volofhok,  the  Shlina  is  joined 
by  the  Zna,  near  which  are  the  fources  of  the 
Tvertza.  To  join  the  Tvertza  and  the  Zna,  the 
following  works  were  made  under  Peter  the 
(j  reat. 

1,  Near  Klutfliiua  a  cut  was  dlig  to  a  fmall 
lake,  a  fecond  to  the  lake  of  Gorodolub,  and  a 

third 
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third  to  the  Zna.  2.  At  the  fame  place,  jiift  he- 
low  the  fiiTt  cut,  a  lock  of  four  gates  was  cou- 
ftrufted  acrofs  the  Shlina,  to  ftop  the  courfe  of 
that  rivulet ;  and,  l>y  means  of  the  faid  cuts  and 
lakes,  to  convey  water  to  the  Zna  above  ViflmH- 
Volofliok.  3.  But  to  keep  this  fupply  of  water 
in  referve,  and  to  let  as  much  in  to  the  town  as 
is  judged  neceffary,  a  great  lock  of  fcven  gates 
was  built  acrofs  the  Zna  beloAV  the  third  cut. 

4.  The  Zna  and  the  Tvertza  Avere  united  by  a 
canal,  beginning  from  the  fources  of  the  Tvertza ; 
and  a  lock  conftrucled  at  the  end  of  the  canal. 

5.  The  natural  courfe  of  the  Zna  was  fliut  up  by 
two  locks  in  the  town  (at  a  and  ^),  one  of 
which  may  alfo  ferve  for  a  paffage.  6.  A  canal 
was  dug  from  the  Zna  to  the  Shlina,  at  the  end 
of  which  is  the  lock  of  the  Zna. 

The  feveral  canals  are  fupplied  v/lth  water,  and 
the  velfels  navigated  from  the  Tvertza  into  the 
canal  of  the  Zna,  by  the  following  operation. 

The  locks  of  Klutihina,  thofe  ola  and  h  in  the 
town,  and  that  of  the  Zna  being  fliut,  the  lock 
of  the  Tvertza  is  opened  ;  the  waters  of  the  Zna 
and  Shlina  are  conveyed  through  the  canal  of 
the  Tvertza  into  that  river ;  and  the  barks  pafg 
into  the  Zna  at  Vilhn^i-Volofiiok.  When  a  fuf- 
ficient  number  are  admitted,  the  lock  of  the 
Tvertza  is  fliut ;  and  the  waters  being  raifed  to 
a.  certain  level  (which  feldom  takes  more  thaa 
B  B  2  '       two 
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two  or  three  clays),  by  means  of  the  lock  of 
feven  gates,  that  of  the  Zna  is  opened  ;  and  the 
barks  are  gradually  let  down  a  fmall  fall,  to  the 
number  of  about  twenty  in  an  hour.  At  nio'ht 
the  lock  is  fliut.  If  on  the  follow  ing  day  there 
is  fufficient  depth,  the  barks  continue  defcend- 
ing  through  the  lock  of  the  Zna ;  or,  if  not,  they 
muft  remain  until  a  fufficient  body  of  water  is 
collected.  Haying  by  thcfe  means  all  paffcd 
into  the  Shlina,  they  proceed,  without  interrup- 
tion, through  the  lake  Maftino  to  the  beginning 
of  the  iMafta  ;  where  a  lock  has  been  lately  con- 
ftru61ed,  which  holds  the  waters  of  this  lake  in 
referve.  Bv  this  referyoir  the  nayi2:ation  is  fo 
greatly  facihtated ;  that  the  lock  of  the  Zna 
being  fliut,  and  that  of  the  Tyertza  open,  the 
Tyertza,  M.hich  was  formerly  almoft  dry  dur- 
ing feyeral  weeks,  is  now  generally  nayigable, 
eycn  in  the  midft  of  fummer,  v.'ithin  two  days 
after  the  palfage  of  the  barks :  in  fpring,  the 
fupply  of  water,  from  the  melting  of  the  fnows, 
is  fo  confiderable,  that  the  locks  both  of  the 
Tyertza  and  of  the  Zna  are  open  at  the  fame 
time. 

Several  rivulets  falling  into  the  Mafia  are  con- 
fined by  locks,  which  being  opened  fucceflively 
as  the  barks  are  palling,  fill  the  river,  and  render 
the  l7iallows  navigable ;  and,  being  again  clofed, 
form  perpetual  refervoirs  of  water :  this  opera- 
ft  tion 
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tion  is  performed  five  or  fix  times  in  the  fummer. 
By  fome  other  yorks  lately  conftruclcd,  a  conli- 
derahle  addition  of  Avater  has  been  obtained  ; 
,  and  it  is  expe6ied,  that  the  Tvertza  v.  ill  become 
always  navigable,  and  the  lock  of  the  ]\lafta 
will  only  be  Hiut  for  a  ihort  time. 

The  boats  employed  on  this  occafion  are  tow- 
ed by  ten  horfes  up  the  Tvertza  to  "^'ifhnei-A^o- 
loihok,  bet^^'een  ten  and  twelve  miles  a  day  ; 
from  which  place  they  are  rowed  as  far  as  No- 
vogorod.  Each  bark  is  provided  with  at  leaft 
ten  men  ;  thofe  Avhich  are  laden  with  hemp  re- 
quire twenty-two.  At  Nofhino  and  Baliatino 
they  change  pilots,  and  take  in  ten  additional 
men  to  pafs  the  upper  and  fmall  catara(5ls.  At 
Apezenfkoi  Radok,  at  the  head  of  the  great  ca- 
tarads,  they  procure  another  pilot  and  two  affif- 
tants ;  and,  on  account  of  the  ra])idity  of  the 
current,  increafe  their  complement  generally  to 
fixty  men.  The  fall  of  the  river  is  122|  jards 
perpendicular  in  twenty  miles  ;  and  the  ftream 
lb  violent,  that  the  boats  not  unfrequently  flioot 
along  this  fpace  within  the  hour ;  but  they  are 
fometimes  dallied  againft  the  rocks  or  overfet  by 
accident ;  in  the  year  1778  above  thirty  were  loft. 
From  the  foot  of  the  great  catarads,  the  pilot  of 
Villinei-Vololliok'  fteers  the  bark  IQ.0  miles  fur- 
ther through  feveral  llioals,  which  have  lately 
been  conliderably  reduced,  and  almoft  levelled. 

B  B  3  In 
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Id  fpnng  the  vefiels  can  be  allowed  to  draw  a| 
feet  water  ;  in  fummer  only  C6  inches.  In  an- 
tumn  the  navigation  from  Vifhn^i-Volofhok  to 
Peteilburgh  is  perfoimed  in  little  more  than  a 
month  in  fummer  in  three  weeks  ;  and  in  fpring 
only  a  fortnight  is  required-  In  the  year  1777, 
S485  barks  palfed  through  the  canal. 

The  vefiels  being  fteered  down  the  Mafta, 
acrofs  the  lake  Ilmen  to  Novogorod,  defcend  the 
Yolkof,  and  enter  the  Ladoga  canal,  a  plan  of 
which  is  annexed  to  that  of  Vilhnei-Volofliok, 
This  canal  was  begun  in  1718,  by  order  of  Pe» 
ter,  and  finiihed  during  the  reign  of  the  emprcfs 
Anne :  it  was  carried  at  fiiTt  only  a.s  far  as  the  Ka- 
bona,  a  rivulet  which  enters  the  lake  to  the  eaft 
of  Schluifelburgh  ;  but  now  reaches,  without  in- 
terruption, from  the  Volkof  to  the  Neva.  The 
length  is  67  miles  and  an  half,  and  the  breadth 
70  feet ;  the  mean  depth  of  water  in  fummer  is 
feven,  and  in  fpring  ten  feet;  it  is  fupplied  by 
the  Volkof  and  eight  rivulets.  Tlie  barks  enter 
through  the  iluiccs  of  the  Volkof,  and  go  out 
through  thofe  of  Schluifelburgh.  In  1 778,  49S7 
veHels  paflcd  through  the  canal  of  Ladoga. 

A  fcheme  has  been  lately  projected,  to  form  a 
water  communication  between  the  Ladoga  and 
Pjclo  Ozcro  to  the  Duna  ;  in  order  to  unite  the 
White  Sea  and  the  Baltic,  and  improve  the  in- 
land commi  roe  between  Archangel  and  Peterf-. 
8  bur^h. 
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burgh.  The  only  part  of  this  plan  yet  finiflied, 
is  a  iliort  cut  of  about  feven  miles  from  the  Vol- 
kof  to  the  Sjas. 

The  grand  proje6i;  of  uniting  the  Cafpian  and 
the  Baltic  with  the  Black  Sea,  by  the  junclion 
of  the  Don  and  Volga,  was  planned  by  Peter 
the  Great.  Thefe  two  rivers  approach  each 
other  within  the  diflance  of  40  miles  in  the 
province  of  Aftrac  a  n;  and  two  rivulet">,  the 
Ilofla,  which  falls  into  the  Don,  and  the  Ca- 
malhinflva;  into  the  Volga,  are  only  feparat- 
ed  by  an  interval  of  five  miles.  Could  thefe 
two  rivulets  be  made  navigable,  and  united  by  a 
canal,  the  Black  Sea  would  be  joined  with  the 
Cafpian  and  the  Baltic.  With  this  view  Peter 
fent  Perry  *,  an  Englilh  engineer,  to  the  fpot : 
the  canal  was  begun  under  his  infpedion,  and 
a  cut  made  the  length  of  a  mile  and  an  half; 
but  the  fcheme  was  dropped,  from  an  idea  that 
it  was  not  pra6ticable.  Being  revived,  however, 
by  the  late  emprefs,  profelTor  Lovitz  was  en- 
truftcd  with  the  execution.  Having  taken  a 
level  of  the  ground  between  the  Ilofla  and  the 
Camafliinfka,  he  traced  out  the  canal,  and  was 
preparing  to  begin  the  work  ;  when,  in  17  74,  he 
was  wantonly  murdered  by  the  impoftor  Pugat- 
chcf     The  dirett  diftance  between  tKe  two  rivu- 

♦  Sec  Perry's  State  of  Ruflia. 
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lets  is  only  five  miles ;  but  the  great  difficulty 
would  coDfift  in  deepening  their  beds,  and  pro- 
Curing  a  fupply  of  water  fufficient  to  render 
them  navigable.  The  Don,  however,  being  only 
40  miles  from  the  Volga,  and  land-carriage  be- 
ing extremely  cheap  and  eafy,  the  advantages 
refulting  from  the  projected  canal  would  be 
fcarcely  equivalent  to  the  ex  pence  of  forming 
it. 
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A  Letter  from  Mr,  Keith,  Britifh  Minifterat  St.  Peterf* 
burgh,  to  the  Right  Honourable  George  Grenville, 
Secretary  of"  State,  on  the  Revohitiou  of  1762. 


St.  Peterpurgh,  July  i2,  I762. 
Sir, 

LAST  Friday  morning,  about  9  o'clock  (as  I  was 
preparing  to  go  to  Peterhoff,  to  meet  the  emjje- 
ror)  one  of  my  fervants  came  running  into  my  room 
with  a  frighted  countenance,  and  told  me  there  was  a 
great  uproar  at  the  other  end  of  the  town,  that  the 
guards,  having  mutinied,  were  aflembled,  and  talked  of 
nothing  lefs  than  dethroning  the  emperor;  he  could  tell 
me  no  circumftances,  and  could  give  me  no  anfwer  to 
the  only  queftion  I  alked,  namely,  if  the  emprefs  was 
in  town.  But  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after,  one  of 
the  gentlemen  of  our  factory  came  in  and  informed  me 
that  the  emprefs  was  in  town,  and  that  fhe  had  been,  by 
the  guards,  and  the  other  troops  of  the  garrifon,  de- 
clared their  emprefs  and  fovereign ;  and  that  fhe  \\'as 
then  aduall}'  at  the  Cafanfki  church,  to  hear  the  Te 
Deum  fung  upon  the  occaiion.  He  added  the  circum- 
ftances  of  prince  George  of  Holftein  Gottorp's  being 
made  a  priioner,  as  he  was  endeavouring  to  make  his 
efcape  out  of  the  town.  This  account  was  confirmed 
from  all  quarters,  and  weunderftood  the  feveral  fupreme 
colleges  in  the  empuc;,  and  all  the  great  people  were 

then 
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then  taking  the  oaths  of  fidelity  to   the  new  cmprefs, 
as  the  Qjiiards  and  other  regiments  had  aheady  done. 

This  i'urprifing  revohition  was  brougiit  about  and 
completed  in  a  little  more  than  two  hours,  without  one 
drop  of  blood  beins;  fpilt,  or  any  act  of  infolence  com- 
mitted; and  ail  the  quarters  of  this  city,  at  any  dif- 
tance  iVom  the  palace,  efpecially  the  fircet  where  I  and 
molt  part  of  his  majefty's  fubjects  refide,  were  as  quiet 
as  if  nothing  had  happened;  the  only  novelt}-  to  be  leen 
were  fouie  piquets  placed  at  the  bridpjcs,  and  fome  of 
the  horle  q;uard5  patroling  through  the  Iheots,  in  order 
to  preibrve  the  public  tranquillity. 

As  foon  as  the  guards  aficmbled  in  the  morning,  fe- 
vera!  detachments  were  lent  to  the  PeterhoiF  Road,  to 
binder  any  intelligence  from  being  lent  to  the  empe- 
ror: and  this  piece  of  duty  was  performed  with  fo  much 
diligence  and  exaiftnefs,  that  no  one  perion  got  through, 
ex.rcpt  the  mafter  of  the  horfe,  Monficur  Naiifkin. 

About  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  tiie  emprei's  march- 
ed out  of  town  on  horfeback,  at  tlie  he:id  of  twelve  or 
fourteen  thoufand  men,  and  a  great  train  of  artillery, 
and  took  the  road  towards  Peterhuff,  in  order  to  attack 
the  emperor  at  that  place,  or  Oraniebaum,  or  wherever 
thev  (liouid  meet  him;  and  next  day  in  tl;e  afternoon 
vc  received  the  account  of  his  imperial  majelty's  hav- 
ing furrendcred  his  pcrfon,  and  refigned  his  crown, 
without  one  ftroke  being  firuck.  Tlie  tew  rircumflances 
of  tins  great  event  that  I  r.ave  been  able  to  pick  up,  and 
which  appear  to  be  authentic,  th(>u;;h  I  will  not  war- 
rant them  all,  are  as  follow,  viz.  That  this  affair  h.nd 
been  long  contriving,  but  was  halteaed  in  the  execution 
bv  one  of  the  confpirators  iiaving  been  arreted  two 
cJavs  btfore,  upon  fon.e  rafn  words  that  had  fallen  from 
him  ;  upon  which  fom.c  of  the  oti  ers  concerned,  for  fear 
of  the  whole  confpiracv  being  difcovered,  luri  come  to 
the  refolutiou  of  goiug  immediuteU-   to  work,  and  in 
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confequence,  had  fent  Monf.  Orlow,  one  of  the  Ruffian 

officers  in  the  guards,  to  apprize  the  emprefs  of  this  cir- 
cuniftance,  and  to  reprefeut  the  neceffity  of  her  return- 
ing to  town  without  lofs  of  time.  That  this  gentleman 
had  got  to  PeterhofF  between  three  and  four  in  the 
morning,  and  having  got  admittance  into  her  majefty's 
bedchamber,  had  informed  her  of  her  danger,  upon  which 
file  had,  as  foon  as  {he  was  drefled,  flipt  out  of  the  palace 
by  a  back  door,  and  under  the  conduct  of  Monf.  Orlow, 
without  one  fervant  of  either  fex,  had,  after  fome  ac- 
cidents, fuch  as  their  ho rfes  being  tired  and  knocked  up, 
got  to  town  about  fix  o'clock,  and  went  directly  to  the 
cafernes  of  the  Imackiow/ky  guards,  which  flie  found 
under  arms,  ready  to  receive  her,  with  their  colonel, 
the  Hctman  Rofamowlky  at  their  head.  That  her  ma- 
jefty  from  thence  proceeded  to  the  Siraonowfky  regi- 
ment, and  then  to  that  of  Preobrazinllcv,  and  was  hv 
the  whole  conducted  to  the  palace,  where  every  thing 
parted  in  the  manner  above  mentioned.  I  muft  ob- 
ferve,  that  the  regiment  of  horfe-guards,  of  which 
prince  George  v.- as  colonel,  wasamongft  the  firftthat  ap- 
peared in  the  revolt,  and  iiiewed  the  greateft  animoiity 
againft  their  colonel  and  the  late  government;  and  that 
all  the  troops  took  the  oaths  without  hefitation,  except 
fame  of  the  officers  of  the  emperor's  own  regiment  of 
curaffiers,  who  refufed  it  at  firlt;  and  fome  of  them,  I 
believe,  are  ftill  in  arreft  for  perfifting  in  their  refufal. 

As  for  the  emperor,  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  informa- 
tion,  nor  the  leaft  fufpicion  of  this  affair^  till  between 
eleven  and  twelve  o'clock,  when  being  on  the  Avay  from 
Oraniebaum  to  Peterhoif",  he  was  met  b}'  a  fervant  fent 
on  by  the  maiter  of  the  horfe,  who  informed  kim  how 
matters  ftood  in  tov.n.  His  imperial  majeity  proceed- 
ed to  Peterhoff,  and  there  learned  the  circuraftances  of 
the  emprefs's  leaving  that  place,  which  had  been  con- 
pealed  till  then  from  the  ladies  and  other  courtiers,  by 

hec 
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her  bed-chamber  woman's  pretending  that  the  emprefs 
was  indifpoled  and  a-bed. 

From  that  moment  the  unhappy  emperor  feems  to 
have  loft  himfelf,  and  there  was  nothing  but  defpairand 
confufion  amongd  the  fmali  number^of  his  attendants, 
and  no  relbhition  was  taken  till  very  late  in  the  even- 
ing. That  his  imperial  majefty,  with  all  his  traiin- 
gentlemen  and  ladies,  went  on  board  a  2;alley  that  rode 
before  PeterlioiT,  and  rowed  over  to  Cronftadt,  in  the 
hopes  of  being  received  there;  but  the  commiilioners 
from  the  admiralty,  fent  down  from  Peteriburgh,  had 
got  the  ftart  of  them,  and  when  the  emperor  ap- 
proached the  haven,  he  was  not  only  refufed  admit- 
tance, though  he  declared  who  he  was,  but  was  threat- 
ened to  be  fired  upon. 

This  augmented  the  confufion  and  defpair,  and  the 
galley,  with  the  other  boats,  returned  to  this  fide,  but 
taking  different  ways,  fome  to  Peterhoff,  and  others  to 
Oraniebaum ;  amongft  the  laft  was  the  emperor,  with  a 
few  attendants,  and  on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  he 
fent  prince  Galetzin,  the  vice-chancellor,  and  major- 
general  Ifmaelow,  to  the  emprefs,  with  fome  propofals. 
After  fome  time,  Ifmaelow  returned  with  the  Deed  of 
Refignation  of  the  Crown,  wlKch  the  emperor  figned 
immediately,  and  then  going  into  a  coach  with  that 
gentleman,  taking  the  road  to  Peterhoff,  and  has  not 
been  fecu  fince;  and  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn 
where  he  was  conducted  to.  it  is  faid,  that  in  the  deed 
above  mentioned,  there  was  a  claufe,  promifing  the  em- 
peror liberty  to  retire  into  Holftein.  Thus  enderl  this- 
extraordinary  and  important  affair;  and  her  imperial 
majefty,  after  having  paffed  the  night  at  a  country 
hoiife  of  prince  Kurakin's,  returned  to  town  yefi:erday 
morning  on  horfeback,  and  after  having  heard  mafs  at 
tht^  new  admiralty  church,  Avhich  was  confecjatcd  that 
day,  went  directly  to  the  fummer  palace,  where  Ihe, 

with 
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with  her  fon,  the  great-duke,  have  taken  np  their  reii- 
dence,  and  where  all  Ibrls  of  people  i'or  Ibine  hours 
were  admitted  to  kii's  her  hand.  As  for  us  foreign  m'l- 
Jiifters,  we  each  of  us  received  copies  of  the  inclofed 
paper  on  Saturday  evening;  and  we  now  wait  for  a  no- 
tification of  the  time  when  we  are  to  be  admitted  to  the 
prefence  of  her  imperial  majefty. 

I  have  the  honour  likewife  to  tranfmit  to  you  the  ma- 
nifelto  publiflied  by  authority,  v,ith  the  tranflation,  in 
which  you  will  fee  that  great  ftrefs  is  laid  upon  the 
Uiameful  peace  concluded  with  their  enemy ;  notwitl»- 
itanding  which,  as  baron  Goltz,  who  attended  -the  em- 
peror to  the  laft,  was  returning  to  town,  he  was  met  on 
the  road  by  Monf.  Allfufiew,  who,  by  order  of  the  em- 
prefs,  adured  him  that  he  had  nothing  to  fear,  and  that 
he  might  either  return  to  Oraniebaum  for  a  day  or 
two.  Of  proceed  to  Peterfburgh,  a  proper  efcort  be- 
ing appointed  to  attend  him  to  either  place;  but  he 
chufing  the  town,  is  now  at  his  houlis  here,  in  perfedl 
freedom;  but  what  is  moft  remarkable,  Alfuliev*  af- 
fured  him,  that  the  emprefs  was  perfectly  well  difpofed 
towards  cultivating  his  Pruflian  majefty's  friendfliip. 

The  Hetman  was,  I  hear,  with  general  Yillebois  and 
Monf.  Panin,  the  great-duke's  governor,  the  principal 
perfons  in  bringing  about  this  revolution,  and  under 
them  the  brotiicrs  Orlow  were  the  mod  trufted  and  the 
moft  adlive;  but  the  moft  fingular  circumftance  of  the 
whole  is,  that  the  place  of  rendezvous  was,  the  houfe  of 
the  princefs  Daflikow,  a  young  lady  not  above  twenty 
years  old,  daughter  to  count  Roman  Lanwonits  Woran- 
zow,  fifter  to  the  late  favourite  Elizabeth,  and  niece  to 
the  chancellor;  it  is  certain  that  Die  bore  a  principal 
Ihare  in  contriving  and  carrying  on  the  confpiracv,  from 
the  beginning  to  the  conclufion  of  it. 

Of  all  men  the  Hetman  feemed  to  poflefs  the  greateft 
flia^  in  the  unfortunate  emperor's  affedtion,  and  two 

days 
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days  before  his  fall  he  dined  at  marflial  RofamowfkyV 
country  houfe,  and  was  upon  that  occafion  received 
and  ferved  with  the  greateft  marks  of  duty,  zeal,  and 
attachment,  on  the  part  of  both  brothers,  and  when  he 
returned  to  Oraniebaum,  the  Hetman  went  ftraight 
to  Peterhotf  to  concert  matters  with  the  emprefs.  It 
is  a  difpute  what  part  the  chamberlain  Schuwalow  had 
in  this  affair. 

On  Friday  evening,  before  the  emprcfs  left  the  town, 
file  difpatched  an  ollicer  to  bring  back  count  Beuuchef 
to  Peteiiburgh,  and  it  is  thought  he  will  have  a  confi- 
derable  fhare  in  the  adminiftration;  in  the  mean  time 
Monf.  Panin  is  the  perfou  that  takes  moft  upon  him, 
tliougii  both  the  chancellor  count  Woronzow,  and  the  vice 
chancellor  prince  Galitzkin,  continue  in  their  places. 
Tiie  former  came  to  town  on  Friday  evening,  and  going 
directly  to  court  was  tolerably  well  received,  and  pro- 
mifed  the  emprefs's  protection;  however,  at  his  own  de- 
fire,  he  had  two  officers  of  the  guards  put  about  him 
for  the  firft  two  days,  but  now  they  are  taken  off,  and 
he  goes  on  in  the  functions  of  his  office ;  his  lady  was 
not  at  court  till  Sundav,  having  continued  with  the  em- 
peror to  the  end,  and  having  been  even  at  Cronfladt 
with  him,  and  when  ffie  kifled  the  emprefs's  hand,  flie 
took  off  her  ribbon  of  St.  Catharine,  and  offering  it  to 
her  imperial  majefty,  faid,  flie  never  aiTced  for  it,  and 
now  laid  it  at  her  feet ;  but  theemprefs  mofl  obligingly 
took  it,  and  with  her  own  hand  put  it  again  over  the 
countefs  Woronzow's  fhoulder. 

With  regard  to  the  motives  of  this  revolution,  it  is 
plain  that  the  taking  away  of  the  church  lands  was  the 
principal,  joined  to  the  neglect  of  the  clergy  ;  the  next 
y,as,  the  fevere  difcipline  which  the  emperor  endeavour- 
ed to  introduce  amonglt  the  troops,  efpecially  the 
guards,  who  had  been  accuftomed  to  great  idienefs  and 
Kcence,  and  ihe  diiiontent  among  them  was  heightened. 
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by  the  refoUuion  his  imperial  m;ijefty  had  taken,  of 
carrying  a  great  part  of  that  corps  into  Germany  with 
him  in  his  expedition  againft  Denmark ;  which  was  a 
niealiuc  dilagreeahle  to  the  whole  nation,  who  itomach- 
ed  greatly  their  heing  drpw^n  into  new  expcnces  and 
new  dangers,  for  recovering  tlie  duchy  of  SchleCwick, 
which  they  confidered  as  a  trifling  object  in  itfelf,  and 
inlirely  indifierent  to-Rufha;  and  that  after  the  cinperor 
had  juit  facriliced  the  conquelts  made  by  tiie  Iinffian 
iirihs,  and  which  might  have  been  of  great  im{.«ortcUice 
to  this  empire,  to  his  friendlliip  for  the  king  of  Pniflia. 
Avhich  however  their  defircs  for  peace,  would  have  made 
them  not  only  put  up  with,  but  approve. 

Several  other  little  circumftances  greatly  exaggerat- 
ed, and  artfully  reprefented  and  improved,  contributed 
to  tlie  fall  of  this  unhappy  [)rince,  who  had  manv  excel- 
lent qualities,  and  wlio  never  did  a  violent  or  cruel  ac- 
tion in  the  courfe  of  his  fliort  reign;  but  who, from  an 
abhorrence  of  bufinefs,  owing  to  a  bad  education,  and 
the  unhappy  choice  of  favourites,  who  enconra;:;ed  him 
in  it,  let  every  thing  run  into  confufion,  and  bv  a  mil- 
taken  notif)!)  he  had  conceived  of  having  iecurcrl  the 
alTections  of  the  natioji,  by  the  great  favours  he  had  i\j 
nobly  beftowed  upon  ti:cm  after  his  firit  mounting  the 
throne,  fell  into  an  indolence  and  fecurity  that  proved  fa- 
tal to  him.  I'o  conclude,  not  only  I,  but  feveral  [>eribns 
of  ienfe  and  difcernment,  thought  they  could  perceive, 
latterly,  in  thi-;  prince,  a  conhdcrablc  chan2:e  from  what 
he  was  for  fume  months  after  his  accellion,  and  the 
perpetual  hurry  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  flatierv  iie 
met  with  from  the  vile  people  about  him,  had  in  iijjiic 
ruealure  affected  his  untlerltanding.  1  mult  own,  that 
I  had  no  apprehenlion  that  tiiis  revolution  could  hap- 
pen lb  foon  :  but  I  was  always  of  oi)inion,  that,  if  he  left 
kis  dominions,  he  ran  agreat  riik  of  never  reiurninn-  to 

thc-iij; 
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them  ;  and  for  that  reafon  I  made  ufe  of  even'  meaits 
I  could  think  of  to  divert  him  from  that  expedition, 
fometimes  by  reprefenting  the  danger  to  others,  who 
had  the  honour  to  approach  his  perfon,  and  a  title  to 
offer  him  their  advice ;  whether  they  did  their  duty  in 
this  point,  particularly  prince  George,  I  cannot  fay, 
but  if  they  did,  the  event  has  (hewn  that  it  was  all  to 
no  purpofe. 

July  2-13.  Laft  night,  about  10  o'clock,  I  received  a 
melTage  from  the  mafter  of  the  ceremonies,  defiring  me 
to  be  at  court  this  morning'at  eleven  ;  and  having  gone 
,  thither  accordingly  found  great  numbers  of  people,  and 
amongft  the  reft,  my  brethren  the  foreign  minifiers,  and 
we  were  foon  after  carried  into  the  emprefs's  apart- 
ments, and  prefented  to  her  by  the  chancellor :  in  kilT- 
ing  her  imperial  majefty's  hand,  I  took  the  opportunity 
of  wilhing  her  a  happy  reign,  and  of  making  her  a 
proper  compliment  in  the  king's  name,  which  was 
kindiv  received,  and  returned  in  very  handfome  terms, 
and,  upon  the  whole,  my  reception  was  ver>-  good. 

I  could  obferve  the  countenances  of  fome  of  my 
brethren  coniiderably  changed  for  the  better,  particu- 
larlv  thole  of  the  Danifli  envoy,  and  of  the  imperial 
ambaflador;  a-propos  to  the  laft  orders  have  already 
been  fent  to  the  count  Czernichef,  forthwith  to  leave 
the  Prulhan  armv,  and  return  intoRufiia;  at  the  fame 
time,  orders  were  likewife  difpatched  to  general  Panin,  to 
go  and  take  the  command  of  general  Romanzow's  ar- 
my, and  to  bring  it  back  hkewife  into  Rulha;  all  this 
gives  fome  people  the  notion,  that  this  court  may  have 
entertained  fome  thoughts  of  keeping  the  whole,  or  fome 
part  of  that  country,  notwithftanding  the  late  peace. 

There  was  likewife  a  good  deal  of  difference  to  ba 
dbferved  in  the  faces  of  the  courtiers,  fome  for  the  bet- 
ter, fome  for  the  worfe  ;  thofe  who  feemed  to  make  the 

-  moft 
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irioft  important  figure,  were  the  Hetman,  Mons.  Panin, 
and  that  gentleman  Mons.  Orlow,  who  is  mentioned  in 
the  former  part  of  this  letter  ;  he  is  made  knight  of  St. 
Alexander,  and  chamberlain.  Amonglt  the  ladies,  the 
prineefs  of  Daflikow  was  diftinguiflied  by  the  order  of 
St.  Catharine,  the  emprefs  having  given  her  the  rib- 
band (he  wore  herfelf  before  Ihe  put  on  the  Blue.  Her 
ftither  and  iifter  are  under  confinement  in  count  Ro- 
moinzow's  houfe.  It  is  faid  that  the  emperor,  in  making 
his  terms,  defired  only  three  things,  his  own  life,  and 
grace  for  his  favourate  lady,  and  for  his  adjutant  briga- 
dier Godowitz,  who  is  likewife  under  arrefi,.  There 
have  been  feveral  promotions  made^  particularly  of  new 
fenators,  in  which  number  the  vice  chancellor  is;  but 
I  refer  myfelf  to  my  next,  in  which  1  fliall  tranfmit  the 
moft  exacl;  lift  1  Ihall  be  able  to  procure. 

Prince  Menzicoff,  after  being  made  general  in  bhief> 
and  knight  of  St.  Andrew,  was  difpatched  to  Mofcow 
on  Friday  evening,  to  proclaim  the  emprefs  in  the  ca- 
pital. 

You  cannot  fail,  fir>  of  being  tired  of  this  long  in- 
coherent letter;  but  in  the  hurry  of  the  times,  all  I  caa. 
do  is  to  throw  together  as  many  particulars  as  come  to 
my  knowledge,  and  I  truft  to  yonr  indulgence  for  my 
pardon.  In  the  mean  time,  having  received  no  orders 
from  you  fince  your  letter  of  the  8th  June,  I  ftiall  con- 
clude thisj  with  afluring  you  I  am  with  great  refpedt. 

Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  and  moft  obedient  fervant, 

RoBEiiT  Keith. 

P.  S.  Baron  Goltz  was  not  at  court  for  want  of 
clothes,  it  having  been  infmuated  in  the  meflage  from 
the  malter  cf  the  ceremonies,  that  it  was  expected  he 

VOL.  III.'  G  c  would 
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would  come  to  court  in  other  clothes  than  regimentals, 
but  having  none  of  that  kind  ready,  he  cannot  be  pre- 
fented  till  next  court  day. 

Baron  Lutzon,  the  Mechlenburg  rainifter,  was  at  court 
aniongft  the  reft,  he  left  a  card  at  my  door  laft  night. 
Both  MuJgonow  and  Wolkow  are  in  arreft. 
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No.  2. 


LIST  of  the  RUSSIAN  NAVY  in  Odober  1778. 


Ships 


of  th^ 


Line. 


Names. 

Guns.       Station. 

When  biiUt^' 

1.    EzEKIEL  - 

80  —  Crorriladt 

- 

J  773 

2.  Ifidor     -          -         -         « 

74  —  Ditto 

- 

1772 

3.  St.  Andrew 

74  —  Ditto 

- 

1770 

4.  Clement     -     -        - 

74  —  Ditto 

- 

1770 

5.  Tchefme 

74  —  Ditto 

- 

1770 

6.  Vladimir 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

1 77 1 

7.  Vekeflaf 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

1771 

8.  De  Neifs 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

1772 

9.  America          -         -         - 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

^775 

10.  Periflaf             _         -         . 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

1772 

II.  Vfevolod           -         -         _ 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

1769 

12.  Demitri  Donflci 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

1771 

13.  Para  and  Eullatia    - 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

J  770 

14.  Viaor      .... 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

1771 

15.  Europa            .        .        - 

66  —  Ditto 

■     - 

1768 

16.  Saratof             -         .         - 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

1765 

17.  Pobeda             .        _         - 

66  —  Ditto   , 

- 

1770 

18,  Ratiuof             -         -         . 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

1769 

19.  Minnofitz        -        .-         - 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

1771 

20.  Pobidnafovitz,  rebuilding 

66  —  At  Cronftadt. 

21.  Count  Orlof 

66  —  Revel 

- 

1770 

22.  Alexander       -         .        - 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

1772 

23.  Boris  and  Glebb 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

1773 

24.   Ingermanland 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

»773 

25.  Afia         -        -         .         - 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

1773 

26.  Unknown         -         -         - 

66  —  Cronftadt 

- 

i777 

27.  Ditto       .        -         -        - 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

1777 

28.  Ditto      -         -         .         . 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

i777 

29.  Ditto      .... 

66  —  Ditto 

- 

1777 

30.  Ditto      -        ,        -         - 

66  — .  Ditto 

- 

1777 

a  « 

2 

SHIPS 

58S 
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SHIPS  of  the  Line  ready  to  launch,  and  building. 


31.  Ready  to  launch 

32.  Ditto 

33.  Building 

34.  Ready  to  launch 

35.  Building 

36.  Ditto 


Guns.      Station. 
74  —  Peterlburgh 
74  —  Ditto 
74  —  Ditto    • 
66  —  Ditto 
66  —  Ditto 
66  —  Ditto 


37.  Ditto 

- 

- 

- 

66  —  Ditto 

38.  Ditto 

- 

- 

- 

66  —  Ditto 

FRIGATES. 

Names. 

Guns.     Station,        When  builfi 

1,  St.  MJcIiael 

!. 

- 

- 

3Z  —  Cronftadt 

-       1774 

2.  Kaflevoi 

- 

- 

;: 

32  —  Ditto 

-       1774 

3.  Leefkoi 

- 

- 

- 

32  —  Ditto 

-      T^773 

4.  Pofpelkoi 

- 

- 

- 

32  —  Ditto 

-      »774 

5.  Bohemia 

- 

- 

- 

32  —  Ditto 

-      »774 

6.  Hungaria 

- 

- 

- 

32  —  Ditto 

-      1774 

7.  Nordelkoi 

- 

- 

- 

32  —  Bitto 

-      1769 

8.  Eullatia 

- 

- 

- 

32  —  Ditto 

-      1768 

9.  Pomolknoi 

- 

- 

- 

32  —  Ditto 

-      I76i 

TRIGATES 

ready  to  launch,  and  building. 

10.  Ready  to  launch 

- 

- 

28  —  Peteriburgh 

n.  St.  Mark 

- 

- 

- 

ao  —  Ditto 

12.  Ready  to  launch 

- 

- 

20  —  Ditto 

13.  Building 

- 

- 

- 

20  —  Ai-changel 

14.  Building 

- 

- 

- 

20  —  Ditto 

15.  Building 

- 

- 

- 

20  —  Ditto 

Prames:     i.  Elephant,  36  guns;    2.  unknown,  36;  3.  Leopold, 
18;    4.  Barfa,  18. 
Gallies:  101  at  Peterfbofghj  3  at  Cronftadtj  and  5  at  Revel* 
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No.  3. 
GOODS  eyi^orted  in  382  Britjfh  fhips,  in  1777- 


Value. 

Quantity. 

£.       s. 

1,283,279 : 

Poods* 

of  Iron         f            T 

365,324    12 

1,104,299 

- 

Clean  hemp 

353.375    12 

92,950 

- 

Outfliot  ditto 

27,885     0 

32>735 

- 

Half  clean  ditto    - 

9,165    16 

84,008 

- 

CoUilla  ditto 

13.44?      I 

?09,902 

- 

12  head  flax 

100,753     0 

25470 

•» 

9  head  flax 

•>        10,697     s 

4*396 

- 

6  head  flax 

1,582      8 

36>6»7 

- 

Codilla  ditto 

4.395     4 

«'373 

- 

Ifinglafs 

8,238     0 

I3'5H 

- 

B.iftles      ^ 

24,325      4 

8,774 

- 

Hides 

10,528    16 

2,546 

- 

Wax 

6,110      8 

271,273 

- 

Tallow 

119,360      0 

21,525 

- 

Old  iron     - 

1,722      0 

i>«S7 

- 

Feathers     - 

925     12 

70,838 

- 

Tar  t         - 

7,083     16 

2,683 

- 

Pitch 

402       8 

M73 

- 

Rofin 

441     i5 

2,987 

^ 

Cordage    - 

i>i94    i5 

359 

- 

Horfeliair 

143    I? 

# 


A  pood  =  36  Englifti  pounds, 
f  Before  our  unhappy  difpute?  with  our  Colonies,  we  ufed  to 
procure  our  pitch  and  tar  from  America.  In  1776  we  firft  import- 
ed thefe  commodities  from  Ruffia.  They  were  fold  at  firft  for  only 
IS.  the  pood j  but  in  1777,  *^^  fold  for  zu  and  pitch  at  3^.  the 
pood. 

C  c  3  Quantity* 
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Value. 


Quantity. 

42 

jzlb 

Rhubarb 

0 

3lb 

Beaver  cod 

152,854^ 

rLrikine 

5  * 

Broad  diaper 

337^83 

- 

Narrow  ditto 

82,155 

- 

Broad  linen 

1,602,716 

- 

Narrow  ditto 

1,168:440 

- 

Crafli 

847,290 

- 

Drillings 

23429 

Pieces 

of 

Fleejns 

56,644 

- 

Rav^nducks 

1.505 

- 

Sail-cloth 

3:5CO 

- 

White  tox-fldns 

5,000 

- 

Hare -(kins 

.    1 8,4^4  TchetwertfLinfeed 

17,986 

- 

Wheat 

157.083 

Deals  are  about  8o,OCO  dozen 

155 

Poods 

of 

Potafh  t  - 

499 

- 

Carraway  feeds 

C 

i. 

846 

8 

590 

8 

3.362 

5 

5,402 

16 

1,83s 

4 

22,438 

0 

5,842 

4 

23.724 

0 

37^598 

8 

67,972 

16 

2,107 

6 

1,400 

0 

200 

0 

1 1,072 

8 

14,388 

16 

24,000 

0 

77 

8 

149 

12 

90 

8 

312 

0 

57 

12 

15 

12 

200 

0 

226  -  Annifeed 

37,817  -  Old  rags,  old  ropes,  goats  ikins, 

and  oxen  bones 
a     22  lb.         Raw  f.!k 
52  -  Linfeed  oil         - 

10^424  -  Horle  tails,  about  200  pood 

78  -  Malls  and  bowfprits,  and  wax- 

candles     "     -  -  IJO44      o 

205    Poods  of  Fox-ikin  bags  and  weafel-fkin 

bags  -  -  832      o 

312  -  Hare-ikin    bags  and  fkins  of 

fquirrels  -  -  15     12 

20  -  Ermine  Ikins      -  -  60      o 

14,370  -  Ermine  tails,  and  fable  tails, 

and  mats        -  -  214      o 

*  An  arfhine  =  28  inches, 

•f  A  tchetwert  contains  5I  buftiels  Winchefter  meafure. 

*  Quantity. 


A  P  P  E  X  D  I  X, 


sgri 


Value. 

Quantity 

c 

s. 

57 

Poods  of  Caviar 

- 

- 

34 

4 

i>4i3 

Arihines  Checked  linen 

L 

- 

21 

4 

£■1 

>293 

,010 

H 

Cuftoms  on  exportation 
Shipping  charges  5  per  cent. 

£■ 

107,176 
64,650 

o- 

I2i 

171 

,826 

12 

Coramiflion  3  per  cent. 

Total  fum  of  exports  by  Britifli  fhips 


1,464,837      6 
43.945      o 

X- 1,508,782      6 


OOODS  imported  by  Britifh  fliips  at  Peterfburgh,  ia 

1777. 


Quantity. 

2,154  Poods  of 

Alum 

214 

Benzoin 

8,080 

Brimftone 

1 1,482 

Campeachy  wood 

579 

Cheefe 

126 

Cochineal 

1,288 

Coffee     '  - 

J5 

Confeftionary 

Copper  wrought  a 

978 

Cork 

6 

Coral 

108 

Gum  arable 

1,560 

Indigo 

58,804 

Lead 

568 

Muftard 

524 

Oil 

46         - 

Olibanum 

1,420 

Pepper 

37         ■ 

Pewter 

?c<^ 

Value. 

£- 

s. 

775 

S 

2.565 

0 

985 

13 

4.592 

16 

706 

4 

5,040 

0 

2,c6o 

i5 

61 

16 

120 

8 

660 

0 

500 

0 

129 

16 

24,961 

4 

21,169 

8 

1,362 

12 

623 

16 

92 

0 

3'4i3 

16 

96 

12 

Quantity. 
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Quantity. 

22h-     Poods  of 

608 

54 
683 
409 

60 

98 

206,816   Arlhines 

100,494 

32,412 

164,205 

7,132 

162,007 

144,125 

45>99S 

9828 

16,225 

365,896 

137,89s 


1 


Plates  of  gold  and  filver 

Rice 

Sugar  refined 

Ditto  raw 

Sal  ammoniac 

Tin 

Tobacco  and  fnufF 

Verdigreafe 

Bays 

Calimancoes  and  camblets 

Camblets 

Cottons  for  printing 

Cloth  fine 


Value. 
£• 
7.507 
243 


o 
12 


896      8 


1,636 

25'398 
182 

393 
20,956 

7.034 
6,880 
7,225 


4 

8 

8 

IS 

12 

8 
o 


ordinary     -  j 

Cottons,  velvets,  velverets,  &c. 
Druggets 
Flannels 
Phlug  and  (hag 
Shalloons 
Tabouretts 
Clothes  ready  made 
Hats 

Linen  and  printed  handkerchiefs 
Mufl in  and  cambric 
Quilting 
Ribbands 
Stockings 
Sundry  filk  fluffs 
Sundry  woollen  ditto 
Toys  and  millinery 
Butter 
Capers 
Coals 
Chefnuts 
Chryftal 
Currants,  rajfms,  and  figs    - 


55,642    u 


17.364 

3,219 

589 

1,986 

24,881 
9^652 

344 

215 

342 
1,108 
2,853 

133 
1.787 
1.333 
2,131 
9,490 
16 
I 

2,033 
68 


190 

384 
Cutlery 


o 

12 

12 

O 

IZ 

16 

4 

8 

16 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
8 

12 

8 

12 
O 

4 
8 
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Valu( 
£• 

J, 

Cutlery  and  hardware 

19,181 

16 

Diamonds  and  precious  ftones 

S'596 

0 

Earthen  ware 

5.890 

12 

Fans 

20 

16 

Frames  for  piftures 

82 

16 

Furniture 

312 

4 

Furs 

40 

0 

Hops 

24 

0 

Lace  and  ruffles 

4^2 

12 

Leather  dreffed  and  undreffed 

5'9 

4 

Mathematical  inftruments  - 

1,458 

^ 

Mufical  inftruments 

451 

16 

Mohair 

45 

16 

Nuts        >            -               . 

45 

8 

Plives 

I 

0 

Paper  hangings 

258 

8 

Pearls 

l>ooo 

0 

Pencils  and  black  lead 

674 

0 

Piftures  and  copper-plates  - 

3.605 

8 

Pickles 

37 

12 

Pork  and  hams 

57 

8 

Printed  books 

607 

0 

Prunes 

94 

0 

Stoughton's  drops 

»3 

4 

Stone  and  marble                - 

822 

0 

SnufF-boxes 

241 

iZ 

Tea 

35 

0 

Tutinage            -                . 

141 

0 

Whips  and  \valking  fticks  - 

108 

16 

Wine  and  mineral  water   - 

434 

0 

Quantity, 

Wood  for  coaches,  furniture.  Sec. 

2,070 

0 

131 

Horfes 

2,920 

0 

38 

Dogs 

132 

12 

27,316  Pieces 

of    Beaver  Ikins 

27,316  , 

0 

239,967 

Bottles           -                     -y 

2,38a 

8 

3,282  Hogfheads  JBurton  ale             -   -      - 

^6,255 

0 

Quantity, 
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Value. 

Quantity. 

£• 

s. 

61                     Coaches  and  haracfs 

2,084 

4 

Clocks  and  watches 

11,142 

16 

.     c  193      Dozen     Cyder 

J54 

16 

•  195  Anchors  of  French  brandy 

781 

16 

5,556  Chefts  of     Oranges  and  lemons 

5.817 

12 

10,703          »          Otter  ikins 

14,844 

4 

116  Reams  of  Paper 

45 

4 

13  Anchors  of  Shrub  and  rum 

98 

8 

6l  Hoglheads of  Vinegar 

147 

16 

Sundry  drugs  and  cdlours 

865 

0 

Sundry  fnrnll  articles 

590 

16 

^'.  423,942 

12 
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No.  4. 
STATE  of  the  RUSSIAN  ARMY,  1785, 

I  Regiment  horfe  guards, 
3  Ditto  foot  guards. 

Preobraftiinflcy. 

Ifmailofsky. 

Semenofsky. 

This  corps  is  called  io,ooo  men,  but  does  not  exceed  3,000,  aa4 
yrobably  never  will. 


1ft.  Divifion.— St.  PETERSBURGH  and  PLESCOF. 


1  Field  Marfhal. 

I  General  in  Chief. 

4  Lieutenant  Generals, 

7  Major  Generals. 

1  Regiment  carabjners. 

Plefcof 
I  Ditto,  dragoons. 

St.  Feterlburgh 


Number  of  men 
and  officers, 
942 

1,872 


T'otal  cavalry 


2,814 


INFANTRY, 


s^ 


A  p  p^E  jr  m  x. 


INFANTRY. 


Number  of  nie« 

^  Regiments, 

grenadiers. 

oncers  included. 

Life  grenadiers 

- 

4,l?8 

Sophiiflc 

•" 

4,188 
8,376 

14  Field 

regiments. 

Revel      - 

- 

2,094 

Belcwedkoy. 

14 

PldVedkoy. 

-T 29,316 

Koporikoy. 

Anphangel. 

Navaginlk. 

Refan. 

VebTcolutfky. 

Tinguinflc, 

• 

Harra. 

Kexbolm. 

Nevftky. 

Staroflcolflc. 

Negomflu 

Total 

iftd; 

yifion     -      .      40,506 

•d  Divifion.— UKRAIM2. 


]  Field  Marfhal. 
1  General  in  Chief. 
3  Lieutenant  Generals, 
5  Major  Geaerals. 


I  Regimes^ 
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t  Regiment,  cuirafllers. 
St.  George 
lO  Keglra'ents,  carabiniers. 
Kiof       - 
Tchernigof. 
Severfk. 
Olukof. 
Sofhiiik 
Lubenfkoy. 
Tver. 
Neylnfk* 
Staradublk. 
PerejoilofF. 

6  Regiments,  light  horfe. 

Achtlurlk 
KalkofF. 
Sumfk. 
.      Oftrogjfk. 
Duteronilk. 
Soni/k. 

Total  cavalry 

7  Regiments,  infantfy. 

Tomfk 

Sief. 

Brianflc. 

Elitz- 

Riga. 

Suzdoliky. 

Polotflcoy. 


Number  of  men, 
officers  includ«(L 

-        -       74* 


942 

lO 

9,4M 


Total  infantry 


1.083 
6 


2,094. 
7 


Total  2d  diviiion 


6,498 


16,660 


14,658 


3'.3'* 


Sd  DiviiloH..'-* 
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Sd  Divifion.— MOSCOW. 

Number  of  men, 

1  G^eneral  In  Chief. '  officers  included. 

2  Lieutenant  Generals. 
4  Major  Generals. 

a  Regiments,  carabiniers. 

Mofcow  _        .        -        .        ^^2 

Roftof      -        -        -        -        -        942 


1,884 

I  Regiment,  cuirafiiers. 

Cazan     --_--_.        742 


Total  of  cavalry       -        -        -     2,626 

7  Regiments,  infaiTtrj'. 

Sv- Peterf burgh     7  •  f  4,188 

*^       Grenadiers  *   ^ 


Mofcow       -         I  7   4,188 


S  4.1 

l  4'i 


8,375 
Pennficpy     -         -        .         2,094. 
Yaroflaf.  5 

— 10.470 

Alinopohlc.  ■■    ■  •■ 

Toola. 

Cafan. 

Total  infantry      ,■       .        -         18,846 


Total  infantry  and  cavalry,  3d  divifion         -         -         aij+z^ 


4th  Divifion.— feKATERINOSLAF  and  CRIMEA. 

I  Field  Marfhal. 
I  General  in  Chief. 
5  Lieutenant  Generals. 
.  1 1  Major  Generals. 

I  Regimcnr, 
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I  Regiment,  cuiraffiers. 

Ekaterinoflaf     -         --       - 
1  Regiment,  carabiniers. 

Refan       .        _        .        - 

9  Regiments,  light  h<5irfe. 

/    Paulogfatz      -        ■      "  - 
Marinpolfk. 
Alexandriilk. 
Olivinpolflc. 
Kherfon. 
Conftantinogratz. 
Tamiginfk. 
Pultava. 
Ifiamfk. 

Total  cavaliy 


Number  of  men, 
officers  included* 
742 


942 


1,083 
9 


INFANTRY. 


II  Regiments. 
Ekaterinoflaf 
Tauritza 
Phanagorifk 
Kiof 
Orlof    - 
Koflof. 
Vialfkoy. 
Kurlk. 
Tambof. 
Taurichetz. 
Troitzk. 


4.188 
grenadiers, 

2,094 
7 


16,752 


14,658 


Total  infantry 
Total  4th  divifion 


1,684 


9.747 


»i»43» 


31,410 


42.841 


CORPS  cantoned  from  Aftracan  to  Tiflis,  making  part 
of  the  4th  divifion,  commanded  by 

1  Lieutenant  General. 
^  Major  Generals, 

7.  Re^ment^ 
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2  Regiments,  dragoons. 

Aftcacan         -        ^ 
Tagxnrock 

•g  Regiments,  Infantr)'. 

Aftracan,  grenadiers 

Kunitik. 

Kabardinia. 

Mofcovr. 

Seleuginflcoy. 

Nizof. 

Nilhnei-novogorod. 

Butuirtkoy. 

Voronetz. 


Number  of  meri^ 
officers  included.' 

1,872 
3.744 


2,094 


Total 


4,i8S 


16,752 


24,684 


5th  Divifion.—NOVOGOROD. 

I  General  in  Chief. 

1  Lieutenant  General. 

2  Major  Generals. 
1  Regiment,  cuirafliers. 

Great  Duke's  _        -        _  -^2 

1  Regiment  carabiners. 

Kargopollk.  -         -         .  g^2 

4  Regimeats,  infantiy. 

Novogorod      -  -        -        -        2,094 

Siburg.  4 

Schluflelburgh.  

Tobolflc. 

Total  5  th  divifion 


1,684 


8,376 
10,060 


eth  Divifion.— VLODIMIR  and  VORONETZ. 

1  General  in  Chief. 
I  Lieutenant  General. 
4  Major  Generals. 

2  Regiments^ 
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Number  of  men. 

2  Regiments,  carabiniers. 

Jugermanland 

Narva             _         _         . 

- 

ofEcers  included. 
942 
942 

?  Regiments,  dragoons. 

Niflinie-novogorod 

. 

1,872 

Volodiniir      -         -        - 

- 

l,ii72 

4.  Regiments,  infantry, 

Shirvan     -         -        - 
Roftof. 

2,094 
4 

Apekeronfkoy.                 — 

Azof" 

Total  6th  divifion 

8,376 

i4>oo4 

7tli  Divirion.-^SMOLENSKO. 


1  General  in  Chief. 

I  Lieutenant  General. 

3  Major  Generals. 

I 

Regiment, 

life  ciiriaffiers 

- 

742 

2 

Regiments, 

carabiners. 

Jamburgh 
Riga        - 

} 

942  = 

:      1,884 

4 

RegimentSj 

,  infantry. 

Siberia,  grenadiers 

- 

- 

4,188 

Smolenfko    '    - 

2,094 

Uglitz. 

3 

Ingermanland 

Total  7th  di 

6,282 

■ 

vifion        •« 

13,095 


8th  Divifion  — TAMBAF. 

1  Gencra,l  in  Chief. 

1  Lieutenent  General. 

2  Major  Geaerals. 
Vol.  III.  D  D 


I  Regljncnt, 
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Number   of  men 


J  Regiment,  light  horfe. 

officers  included. 

Elizabethgratz 

- 

1,083 

4  Regiments,   infantry. 

Troitzk 

2,C94 

Lodago. 

4 

Volodimir. 

Maromfk. 

To 

Q  ,.,< 

-^—^-^            0 ,  X  ^'  0 

Ml 

9.4'?9 

[E 

0th  Divifion.— WHT 

RUSSIA. 

I  General  in  Chief. 

1   Lieutenant  Genei 

al. 

1  Major  General. 

, 

2  Regiments,   dragoons. 

Smolehfko 

} 

Kinburn 

1,872       =       3,744 

4  Regiments,  infantry. 

Pnupe\-oplkoy  - 

1 

Polotfkoy 
Tfclicrnigoff     - 

f 

2,C94        =        8,376 

Vologoilkoy 

J 

Total     -     -       12.120 

lOlh  Divifion.-OUEXBURG. 

I   Lieutenant  Genera!. 

2  Major  Generals. 

3  Regiments,  light  horl'e. 

Voronetz 

7 

PiTumflc 

i;C83        =        3,249 

Ukraine 

3 

2  Battalions,  infantry. 

Oienburg 
Tfchernogratz 

1 

1,046        =         2,092 

Total        -         -          5,341 

CORPS 
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CORPS  of  SIBERIA. 

1  Lieutenant  General. 

2  Major  Generals.  Number  of  men, 

1  Regiment  dragoons.  oflicers  included, 

Siberia      ------         1^872 

2  Battalions,  infantry. 

Ekaterinenburg 
Semiupollk 


I       1,046         == 


Total 


2,092 
3>9H 


LIGHT  TROOPS. 

IZ  Regiments,   regular  ColTacs,  of  942  men  -  11,^04 

irregular  ditto,  divided  into  regiments 
of  500  each  from  the  Don  and  the 
YaicorUral  (ilncePiigatchef  s  revolt) 
called  Uralian  Collacks — Number  not 
to  be  afcertaincd. 
Kalmucks — The  fame. 
2  Battalions,  grenadiers. 

1,047         =  2,094 

1,025        =         8;Z08 


950        =      23,760 


Kharcofs 

-;} 

g  Battalions 

,  Fufileers. 

Mofcow 

'   47 

KharkofF 

-   4I 

24  Battalions, 

ChaiTeurs. 

Tauritchitz  - 

-      4'^ 

Caucafus 

-     4 

Livonia 

-      4 

Bog 

-      4 

Belorulky 

-      4 

Finland          - 

-     4. 

45'v>6 


R  E  C  A  r  I- 


4U-i  APPENDIX.. 

RECAPITULATION. 

Cavalry,         Infantry.      Artillery. 


ift  DiviCon 

« 

2,814 

— 

29>3i6 

3               -               - 

- 

16,660 

— 

14,658 

3 

- 

2,626 

— 

18,846 

4 

- 

11,431 

— 

31,410 

Lieut.  Gen.  Potemkin' 

s  corps 

3 '744 

— 

20,940 

5 

- 

1,684 

— 

^>n^ 

6 

- 

S.628 

— 

8,376 

7            - 

- 

2,626 

— 

10,470 

8 

- 

1,083 

— 

8.376 

9 

- 

3'744 

— 

12,120 

lo           -           - 

- 

3'249 

— 

2,092 

Corps  of  Siberia  - 

- 

1,872 

— 

2,092 

Light  troops,  regular 

- 

1 1,034 

— 

34,062 ' 

Irregular 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Artilleiy 

68,465 

34,000 

235-^4 

To  this  may  be  added,  98  garrifon  battalions  of  different  efta- 
blifliments,  confifting  of  recruits  and  invalids,  mixed,  which  do  the 
duty  of  the  places,  no  field  regiment,  excepting  four  for  the  garri- 
fon of  Peterfburgh,  and  two  for  that  of  Riga,  being  employed  in 
that  line.  The  Artillerj-  has  eleven  garrifon  battalions  for  the  fame 
furpofe. 
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